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Dr.      L   E    E   C   H   M   a   N, 

WITH  SOME  ACCOUNT  OP  HIS 

LECTURES. 


DR.  Wii^LiAM  Leechman  was  one 
of  the  few  whom  Divine  Providence 
fometimes  raifes  from  an  humble  to  a 
diftinguilhed  and  ufeful  ftation  in  life, 
chiefly  by  the  influence  of  eminent  talents 
and  amiable  virtues.  It  may  not  be  un* 
pleating  to  trace  the  fl:eps  of  this  progrefs. 
To  his  numerous  friends  and  fcholars,  who 
knew  him  thoroughly,  and  to  the  world, 
who  have  formed  a  favourable  judgment 
of  him  from  his  vmtings,  fome  account  of 
his  life  may  perhaps  be  acceptable.  Of  the 
early  and  retired  part  of  it  little  can  now  be 
Vol.  I.  B  recovered. 
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recovered.  Any  thing,  however,  worthy 
of  notice,  which  has  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  writer  of  thefe  memoirs,  fhall 
be  faithfully  marked. 

Dr.  Leechman  was  born  in  the  year  17064 
He  was  the  fon  of  William  Leechman,  a 
farmer,  who  lived  in  the  parifli  of  Dol- 
phinton,  in  the  fhire  of  Lanark,  and  always 
maintained  a  charadier  refpedtable  for  piety 
and  integrity.  His  fon  learned  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  languages  at  the  parifli-fchool 
of  Dolphinton,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hen- 
derfon,  who>  was  afterwards  a  clergyman. 
He  completed  his  education  at  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh,  not  without  fomc 
afEftance  from  the  family  of  Baillie  of 
Jervifwood,  a  gentleman  of  note  in  that 
country.  The  family  confidered  themfelves 
as  under  an  obligation  to  Mn  Leechman'^ 
father,  who,  when  a  young  man,  at  the 
head  of  two  or  three  of  his  companions^ 
had  the  fpirit  to  take  down  one  of  the 
quarters  of  Mr.  Robert  Baillie  *,  aflSxed  to 

the 

*  Thif  gentlemtti  wis  one  of  tbe  Uft  who  fsffered  for 
confcience  fake  by  the  profecutioa  of  that  tyrannic^  court* 
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the  Tolbooth  of  Lanark,  by  the  orders  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  to  give  it  a  decent 
interment. 

At  the  College  erf*  Edinburgh  Mr.  Leech- 
man  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  proficiency 
in  the  different  branches  of  literature,  to 
which  he  applied.  This  foon  procured  him 
the  notice  and  friendftiip  of  Mr.  Bowie, 
minifter  of  Dolphinton,  and  Mr.  Bradfute, 
minifter  of  Dunfyre,  who  was  himfelf  an 
excellent  clafiical  fcholar.  Thefe  two  reve- 
rend gentlemen  recommended  him  to  Mr. 
Geddes  of  Kirkurd,  in  the  fhire  of  Twee- 
dale,  as  a  proper  tutor  to  his  eldeft  fon. 
In  his  ingenuous  mind  Mr.  Leechman 
carefully  cultivated  the  love  of  knowledge 
and  the  feeds  of  virtue,  which  difplayed 
themfelves  remarkably  afterwards,  when 
he  came  to  ad:  his  part  in  public  life. 
Having  pra&ifed  at  the  bar  for  fome  years 
with  growing  reputation,  this  young  gen- 
tleman was  cut  off*  in  his  bloom,  deeply 
regretted  by  his  family  and  his  friends. 

He  was  executed  at  Edinburgh  Dec.  24^  1684,  with  a  pre- 
dpiuncy  and  barbarity  which  fufficiencly  mailed  the  com- 
plexioa  of  tkoTe  unhappy  times. 

B  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Leechman  began  his  theological 
ftudies  about  the  year  1 724,  and  continued 
to  profecute  them  under  Dr.  William  Ha-^ 
milton,  then  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Edin- 
burgh, a  man  much  efteemed  at  that  time 
in  Scotland,  for  the  wifdom  and  good  tem- 
per with  which  he  conduced  the  debates  of 
the  General  Aflembly,  and  no  lefs  efteemed 
for  his  learning,  judgment,  and  candour,  as 
^  teacher.  I  have  heard  Dr.  Leechman  fay, 
that  he  was  under  great  obligations  to  Pro-» 
feflbr  Hamilton;  that  he  learned  much 
from  him,  in  many  points,  about  which 
the  Profeffor  fpoke  his  mind  openly ;  arid 
that,  young  as  he  was,  he  learned  fome- 
thing  alfo  in  other  points,  about  which  the 
Profeffor  faid  nothing.  The  filence  of  fuch 
a  man  ftruck  him,  it  ihould  feem,  and  led 
him  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  it. 

After  Mr.  Geddes  had  no  further  occafion 
for  a  tutor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bradfute  again 
recommended  Mr.  Leechman  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  fuperintend  the  education  of  a 
young  gentleman  in  Renfrewfhire,  Mr. 
Mure  of  Caldwell,  in  which  recom- 
mendation  Mr.  Bradfute   was  joined  by 
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Mh  Alexander  Duhlop,  Greek  Profeflbr  at 
Glafgow.  This  was  Mr.  Leechman's  firfl: 
introdu^on  into  the  weft  country,  deitined 
to  be  afterward  the  principal  fccne  of  his 
ufeftilaefs;  and  it  broke  off,  in  a  great 
meafure^  his  connexion  with  the  few  frienda 
he  had  acquired  in  the  eaft  and  fouth.  Yet 
he  never  forgot  his  obligations  to  Mr. 
Bradfute,  but  retained  a  warm  fenfe  of 
them  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
life.  Long  after  the  death  of  his  bene- 
h€tor  *  he  was  ever  ready  to^  do  the  moft 
friendly  offices  in  his  power  to  his  children 
and  grand-children. 

It  was  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1727^ 
that  Mr.  Leechman  was  introduced  :inl^tfaie> 
fiimily  of  Caldwell,  where  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difplaying  the  innate  goodnefs  of 
hb  heart  in  different  ways.  Mr.  Mure*s 
grand-uncle  was  then  alive,  confined  to  his 
bed^  and  who  foon  became  fo  fond  of  his 
new  gueft,  as  to  prefer  his  company  and 
converfation  to  that  of  all  his  other  friends. 
Mr.  Mure  himfelf  was  then  very  young, 

*  I£s  roii>  the  prefent  minifter  of  Danfyre^   has  obli« 
{toglj  cofflmnnicated  to  me  moft  of  the  above  particolars. 
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but  equally  promifing,  in  point  of  amiable 
difpofitions  and  abilities,  with  Mr.  Geddes. 
So  that  Mr.  Leechman  was  very  fortunate 
in  meeting  with  two  young  minds  fo  fuf* 
ceptible  of  ioflrudtion  and  improvement ; 
and  they  no  kfs  fortunate  in  meeting  with 
proper  culture  under  the  care  of  a  man  fo 
well  qualified  to  beftow  it.  His  general 
idea  of  the  manner  of  conducing  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  education  was  this :  to  obferve  the 
natural  progrefs  of  the  mind,  and  to  adapt 
all  inftrudion  and  ailiftance  to  the  gradual 
unfolding  of  its  different  faculties,  to  pro- 
mote its  improvement  in  knowledge,  not 
by  dilating  our  opinions  and  judgments  to 
the  young  mind,  but  by  leading  it  to  form 
///  own ;  not  by  encouraging  its  indolence 
with  unfeafonable  afliftance,  but  by  ac- 
cuftoming  it  to  exert,  as  foon  as  it  is  ca- 
pable, its  own  powers,  and  thus  gradually 
to  form  habits  of  obfervation,  reflexion, 
and  inference ;  in  fhort;,  to  place  the  ma- 
terials of  knowledge  before  the  young 
mind,  to  eredl,  as  it  were,  a  proper  fcaf- 
folding,  and  thus  enable  it  to  raife  itfelf. 
He  thought  that  we  ought  to  purlfue  much 
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tl^  fame  means  in  leading  it  to  the  pradice 
of  virtue  ;  to  wit,  to  ftir  up  and  call  forth 
its  o¥ni  adtire  ei^^ons,  by  the  beft  mo* 
tives  that  can  be  thought  of;  watchfully 
to  guard  it  againil  contrading  bad  habits ; 
to  lead  it  by  exercife  to  acquire  good  ha- 
bits; and  to  flrengthen  thefe  by  every 
pofltble  means*  Such  indeed  were  his 
fentiments  of  education,  ripened  by  much 
experience  *,  and  reduced  to  pra<5iee  in  a 
far  larger  fphere  than  that  which  he  now 
filled  :  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  pur- 
fued  this  plan  at  lead  in  the  education  of 
his  lail  pupil;  and*  he  had  the  pleafure 
to  fee  his  judicious  and  afliduous  efforts 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  Mr.  Mure  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  to  much  by  his  literature, 
his  abilities,  and  agreeable  mannerjs,  that 
he  was  fcarce  come  of  age,  before  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  eleded  to  reprefent 
his  county  in  parliament,  though  his  for- 
tune in  the  county  was  not  fo  large  as  to 
entitle  him  tp  form  expedations  of  that 
diflindion.     He  continued  to  fit  for  fe- 

*  They  are  taken  from  a  MS.  (UTe^urfe  of  hii  on  the 
MjcA,  read  to  a  litenuy  fodetf. 
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veral  fucceflive  parliaments,  and  afterwards 
filled  fome  of  the  firft  offices  in  Scotland 
with  reputation.  As  a  country  gentleman, 
he  was  intelligent,  adive,  and  exemplary 
in  the  improvement  of  his  own  eftate.  He 
was  a  zealous  fupporter  of  all  fchemes  of 
|>ublic  utility ;  and  both  in  public  and  pri- 
vate life,  his  condu<9:  was  uniformly  vdfe, 
amiable,  and  honourable. 

The  family  of  Caldwell  lived,  during 
the  fummer  and  harvcft  months,  in  the 
country  j  and  during  the  reft  of  the  year, 
at  Glafgow,  for  the  fake  of  the  education 
of  the  children.  There  Mr.  Leechman  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  method  of 
teaching  at  another  univerfity,  and  attend- 
ing any  of  the  ledures  he  pleafed,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  Profeffor  Hutchefon,  who 
was  brought  to  that  college  in  the  year 
1729.  His  ledtures  on  natural  theology, 
ethics,  jurifprudence,  and  on  the  evi- 
dences of  Chriftianity,  were  a  valuable 
fource  of  improvement  to  the  more  ad- 
vanced as  well  as  to  the  younger  ftudents* 
Even  his  converfation,  various,  cheerful,  and 
animated  to  a  high  degree,  was  not  only 
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an  agreeable  entertainment,  but  very  In- 
ftnidlive  and  improving  to  thofe  who  had 
the  happinefs  of  enjoying  it.  His  col- 
les^e,  P/ofeflbr  Dunlop,  was  not  much 
behind  him  in  learning,  talents,  and  bene- 
Yolence.  Thefe  two  eminent  men  had  the 
dircemment  to  diftinguifh  Mr.  Leechman's 
modeft  merit,  and  to  prognofticate  his 
future  advancement.  They  admitted  him 
into  all  the  familiarity  of  fnendihip.  Here 
he  had  likewife  an  opportunity  of  cultivat- 
ing more  equal  friendihips  with  fome  of 
his  fellow-fludents,  which  continued  in- 
diflbluble  through  life;  fuch  as  Meifirs. 
Clark,  Craig,  Fleming,  Warner*,  and  fome 
others,  clergymen  well  known  in  the  weft 
of  Scotland,  and  admired  for  talents,  and 
a  fpirit  fimilar  to  Mr.  Leechman's,  though 
the  exertion  of  them  was  confined  within 
a  narrower  fphere  than  his. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1731, 
Mr.  Leechman  offered  himfelf  for  proba- 
tionary trials  to  the  Prefbytery  of  Paifley, 
within  whofe  bounds  he  refided :  and  after 

*  Afcerwtrds  minifters  of  the  parifhes  of  NdlftoQ^, 
GIafgow»  Killmalcoljn,  and  Kilbarchm. 
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delivering  fix  different  kinds  of  difcourfcs 
prefcribed  to  him,  and  going  through  the 
other  ufual  pieces  of  trial  with  approbation, 
he  was  in  the  month  of  Odobtfr  licenfed  to 
preach  the  gofpel  by  that  Prefbytcry.  He 
continued  a  preacher,  without  any  profpeft 
of  preferment,  for  no  lefs  than  five  years. 
This,  however,  was  certainly  on  the  whole 
a  favourable  circumftancc  in  his  lot;  for, 
unembarraffed  with  the  cares  and  duties  of 
a  fixed  charge,  he  was  at  liberty  to  oblige 
his  clerical  friends,  by  preaching  for  them 
occafionallyj  and  he  had  full  leifure,  in 
the  very  fpring  of  life,  to  purfue  his  own 
ftudies,  both  in  the  country  and  at  Glaf-^ 
gow,  with  all  poffible  advantage. 

To  give  thofe.who  are  ftrangers  to  Dr. 
Leechman  a  more  perfcd  idea  of  him,  as 
he  appeared  in  the  fcenes  of  private  life, 
before  he  ftepped  forward  into  the  public 
view,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  tranfcribe 
part  of  a  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
from  a  lady,  one  of  his  rnofl  early  and  in- 
timate friends.  Her  pen,  more  delicate 
and  mafterly  than  mine,  has  hit  off  feveral 
diftinguifliing  features  fo  happily,  that  every 
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one  acqu^nted  with  the  original,  even  in 
the  later  periods  of  life,  may  difcover  the 
ftriking  likenefs  of  the  pidture. 

**  At  that  time  of  life,''  fhe  fays,  "  he 
**  was  tall  and  thin :  his  perfon  and  manner 
"  rather  awkward,  than  otherwife;  but  his 
•*  face  was  mild,  pleafant,  and  very  ex- 
•*  preffive  of  the  inward  character :  every 
•*  paflion  was  painted  in  it  as  it  rofe  in  his 
**  mind.  Jn  company,  he  fpoke  little;  but 
**  his  countenance,  and  a  certain  agitation 
f*  of  body,  exprefled  his  feelings  more 
**  forcibly  than  could  be  done  by  words ; 
^  and  when  words  were  added  to  this, 
"  either  in  the  pulpit,  or  in  converfation, 
"  it  had  often  a  wonderful  eiFed  on  the 
"  hearers.  In  company,  efpecially  when 
"  the  converfation  turned  on  trifles,  he  had 
"  often  the  appearance  of  being  abfent: 
"  but  this  was  not  the  cafe,  at  leaft  if  one 
"  may  judge  from  the  quick  difccrnment 
^^  he  had  of  the  leading  paflions  and  cha- 
**  rapiers  of  others,  which  feemed  to  be  a 
^*  remarkable  part  of  his  own.  Nothing 
"  touched  him  fo  fenfibly,  as  the  being 
^  repulfed  by  perfons  he  had  formed  a  fa- 

**  vourabic 
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**  vourablc  opinion  of.  To  fuch  he  was  at 
*'  pains  to  get  hirafelf  recommended.  He 
"  enjoyed  their  company  with  the  higheft 
"  relifh ;  and  there  were  fcarce  any  of  real 
^  worth,  who  did  not  efteem  him  more 
**  and  more  in  proportion  to  their  opportu- 
**  nities  of  being  thoroughly  acquainted 
"  with  him ;  for  that  ardent  expreffion 
•*  above  mentioned,  joined  with  his  warm 
•*  zeal  for  virtue,  feldom  failed  to  gain  fuch 
"  hearts.  '    -    - 

**  Though  the  fenfibility  of  his  mind  was 
"  great,  yet  it  neve»  moved  him  to  anger. 
"  A  wave  with  his  hand,  and  an  impatient 
**  look,  fhewed  when  he  was  difpleafed. 
**  It  is  doubtful  if  any  thing  more  appeared 
*^  through  his  whole  life.  He  had  great 
"  pleafure  from  mufic,  if  tolerably  good. 
*'  It  moved  him  with  a  kind  of  tranfport, 
**  and  feemed  to  agitate  his  whole  frame. 
"  Yet  he  was  a  very  indifferent  performer 
*'  himfelf ;  for  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
**  could  begin  a  pfalm  tune.  He  enjoyed 
"  the  fame  pleafure  from  the  works  of  na- 
**  ture,  which  led  him  to  be  much  in  the 
"  fields.— There  are  certain  feelings  in  the 

"  mind. 
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^  mind,  which  I  cannot  defcribe — there 
•*  was  a  propriety,  a  purity,  a  fimplicity,  a 
"  difintereftednefs,  which  were  all  innate 
^^  in  him.  He  was  warm  in  his  devotions. 
•'  His  fiimily  prayers  affeded  every  hearen 
**  He  was  warm  in  his  friendfhips.  If  he 
^'  had  a  leading  pafiion,  it  was  an  ardour 
**  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  efpe- 
**  cially  for  the  virtue  and  hfippinefs  of  his 
**  own  friends.  From  the  ardour  of  his 
*^  temper,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  he  was 
^^  warm  in  an  argument.  But  this  wag 
*^  not  the  cafe.  No  perfon  could  be  more 
**  cool  than  he  was*  He  weighed  the 
^^  reafons  of  his  antagonift,  and  paufed« 
^  Then  he  would  endeavour  to  place  the 
^  matter  in  a  new  light;  and  if  that  did 
•*  not  fucceed,  he  would  often,  by  a  few 
^^  pertinent  queftions,  make  his  antagonift 
^  corred  himfelf." 

In  the  year  1736,  the  parifh  of  Beith, 
where  the  family  of  Caldwell  ufually  re- 
iided,  became  vacant.  The  right  of  pre- 
fentation  was  vefted  in  the  Eglinton  family; 
but  the  late  Countefs,  Sufannah,  waving 
the  exercife  of  that  right,  recommended 
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Mn  Leechman,  in  a  letter  to  the  Prefbytery 
of  Irvine.  And  in  confequencc  of  this, 
and  the  unanimous  call  or  concurrence  of 
all  ranks  in  the  parifli,  he  was  in  the  month 
of  Odlober  ordained  Minifter  of  Beith. 

In  this  populous  and  extenfive  charge 
he  continued  about  feven  years ;  living 
fometimes  in  his  Manfe,  where  he  had  fer- 
▼ants,  but  for  the  moft  part  at  Caldwell. 
The  duties  of  a  clergyman  in  Scotland, 
regularly  performed,  as  they  generally  are 
to  this  day,  efpecially  in  country  pariflies, 
are  very  laborious.  He  preaches  twice  or 
thrice  every  Sabbath  ;  catechifes  his  whole 
parifh  annually,  and  vifits  them  as  often 
in  a  paftoral  way,  by  which  is  meant,  a 
Hated  vifit  to  every  family,  accompanied 
with  a  fliort  exhortation  and  prayer.  Be- 
iides  thefe  regular  offices,  he  vifits  occa- 
fionally  every  diftrefled  and  dying  perfon 
in  his  parifh.  Thus  the  paftor  is  confider- 
ed  as  the  common  friend  and  father  of  his 
people,  to  whom  they  are  accuftomed  to 
look  up  for  advice  in  their  fpiritual,  and 
often  too  in  their  temporal  concerns ;  and 
he  is  accelTible  to  them  at  all  hours.    Thefe 
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duties  Mr.  Leechman  performed,  not  mere- 
ly with  propriety  and  decency,  but  with 
an  uncommon  concern  for  thofe  under  hia 
care.  The  affability  and  perfedfc  (implicity 
of  his  manners;  his  great  tendemefs  to  the 
diftrefled;  his  liberality,  which  often  ex- 
ceeded the  expectation  even  of  thofe  who 
applied  to  him  for  relief;  above  all,  his 
earned  and  animated  manner  in  the  public 
offices  of  religion,  eipecially  the  devotional 
part  of  them :  thefe  things  could  fcarcc 
fail  to  gain  the  hearts  of  an  unprejudiced 
people.  The  conqueft  in  the  prefentcafc 
was  indeed  very  complete;  for,  during  the 
clamour  and  alarm  about  herefy,  which  was 
afterwards  raifed  upon  Mr.  Leechman's 
removal  to  Glafgow,  it  was  dangerous  for 
any  perfon  to  open  his  lips  againft  hiox 
within  the  limits  of  his  old  parifh. 

While  Mr.  Leechman  was  Minifter  at 
Beith,  the  Seceflion  began  in  Scotland. 
The  firft  leaders  of  that  party  ereded  their  ' 
tents  in  the  fields,  and  preached  to  prodi- 
gious crowds  of  people,  drawn  together  by 
curiofity,  and  other  motives.  They  made 
a  ftrong  effort  to  inflame  the  minds  of  their 
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hearers  againft  the  unpopular  meafures  of 
the  General  Aflembly,  and  againft  the 
dodrine  and  lives  of  the  eftabliftied  clergy. 
Mr.  Leechman  took  little  notice  of  thefe 
topics  in  the  pulpit,  nor  of  thofe  preachers; 
only  he  let  his  own  people  know,  that  it 
would  give  him  fincere  joy,  if  any  of  them 
fhould  reap  more  benefit  and  improvement 
from  their  inftruiSlions  than  from  his. 
When  they  came  into  his  parifh,  he  went 
himfelf  to  hear  them,  in  company  with  his 
parifhioners.  And  on  one  occafion,  after 
^  more  than  ordinary  freedom  had  been 
taken  with  the  charaders  of  the  eftablifhed 
clergy,  Mr.  Leechman  thought  proper  to 
requeft  a  conference  with  his  zealous  bre- 
thren; and  acquitted  himfelf  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  thofe  who  were  prefcnt 
at  it,  as  to  give  a  confiderable  check  to  the 
fpirit  of  divifton  Ijpreading  faft  in  that  part 
of  the  country. 

In  Oftober  1740,  Mr.  Leechman  was 
eledied  Moderator  of  a  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Synod  at  Irvine,  and  according  to 
cuftom  opened  the  following  meeting  at 
Glafgow  with  a  fermon  to  the  clergy,  on 

the 
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the  temper  ^  Chara&er^  and  Duty  of  a  Mi^ 
nifter  of  the  Go/pel.  Among  the  very  many 
fermons  and  charges  publifhed  on  this  fub^ 
jefik,  few  perhaps  will  bear  d  fair  comparifon 
widi  this  firft  attempt  of  a  youilg  Minifter, 
in  reiped  of  the  variety  of  ufeful  advices 
crowded  into  a  fmall  compafs,  and  perhaps 
alfo  the  nervous  language,  and  the  ftriking^ 
yet  delicate  manner  in  which  thefe  advices 
are  given.  In  the  beginning  of  1743,  he 
publilhed  a  much  longer  fermon,  on  Prayer. 
Both  thefe  publications  drew  a  more  than 
ordinary  attention  at  firft,  and  nm  through 
a  great  number  of  editions  afterwards. 

In  July  that  year,  he  married  Mrs.  Bridget 
Balfour,  of  the  family  of  Pilrigj  near  Edin- 
burgh; a  young  lady  very  worthy  of  his 
choice,  qualified  by  the  fedate,  amis^ble^ 
and  generous  ttun  of  her  mind,  to  value  and 
enjoy  the  advantages  and  endearipents  of 
his  friendfhip,  which  fhe  did  to  the  laft  day 
of  his  life ;  and  qualified  alfo,  by  the  great 
propriety  of  her  condudl,  and  the  eafy 
elegance  of  her  nunners,  to  do  honour  to 
herfelf  and  her  hufband  in  the  fuperior 
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(tatiQils  in  which  they  were  deftiaed  aftet-* 
wards  to  ap{)ear« 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  was  waited 
on  by  tw0  gentlemen  from  Ireland^  deputed 
by  a  refpeAable  difleming  congregation  in 
Belfaft,  to  invite  him  to  be  their  Minifler, 
and  to  offer  him  a  better  ialary  than  he 
enjoyed  it  Bdth*  Tliis  offer  Dr.  Hutche- 
ion  adrtfed  him  to  accept;  but  Profeffor 
Dunlop,  and  his  other  friends  at  Glafgow, 
joined  by  Mrs.  Leechman's  relations  at 
Edinburgh,  perfuaded  him  to  decline. 
Mn  Duidop  always  wifhed  to  get  him 
into  the  CoUege,  and  it  was  not  long  be* 
fore  he  had  an  oppottunily ;  for  in  the 
end  of  that  year  the  Theological  Chair 
became  vacartt.  The  efedtion  was  in  the 
bands  of  the  Faculty;  that  is,  the  G^urt 
of  ordinary  Profcffors,  who,  in  fome  former 
Important  queftiona,  had  been  accuftom-^ 
cd  to  divide  into  two  nearly  equal  par-^ 
ties.  In  the  one  party,  Mr.  Craig,  then 
a  Minifter  in  the  city,  had  fome,  who 
preferred  him  to  all  others ;  but  he,  from 
modefty,  friendlhip,  and  a  regard  to  the 
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loterefts   of  religion,   refufed  tcr  interfere 
at  all;    fo  that  this  pirty  foon  nnited  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Lecchman*     The  other  party 
{Atched  upon  Mr.  John  Maclautin*,  one  ' 
of  the  Minifters  of  Glafgow  j  a  candidate 
highly  refpedlablc    for    his   learning   and 
piety,  and  i^reil  qualified  for  the  ftation, 
had  he  had  the/ame  aptnefs  16  teach  with 
his   rival.      The  pfeople  of  tfife   dty  and 
neighbourhood  intereftedthenifellveswafmly 
in  the  fate  of  this.eleiSion;  as  it  was  in- 
deed an  ereht  of  nd  finall  confequence  to 
the  future  edttcatkAi  of  their  clergy*     They 
befriended  the  one  or  the  other  candidate^ 
according  to  theit  abqiiatntance  with  him^ 
and  their  <^lnion  of  the  cohfonnity  of  his 
religious  fentitaients  to'  their  own» '    Mr^ 
Leechmaa  had  the  good  wiihes  !of  all  the 
hearers  of  his  friejid  Craig,  Who  c6nfiderdd 
themfelres  as  the  people  of  tAlle  and  edu^ 
cation  f  3    and  Mr.   Madiurin  the  good 
wiihes  cS  z  much  larger  body,  even  all  the 
reft  of  the,  town. 

♦  Brotlier  to  the  cclc1)ratcd  Profcflbr  at  Edinburgli. 

t  Br.  Cr^'i  Lift,  Biographla  Britannica,  new  edition> 
Tol.  ir.  p.  415. 
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On  the  day  fixed  .  for  the  decifion  of 
this  matter,  the  votes  of  the  Members 
of  the  faculty  were  equally  divided,  and 
Mr.  Leechman  obtained  the  Divinity  Chair 
by  the  cafting  vote  of  the  then  Lord  Rec- 
tor, George  Bogle,  Efq.  of  Daldowie,  a 
worthy  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
who  till  the  end  of  his  life  felt  much  fatif- 
fa£tion  in  what  he  had  done  that  day. 

Againft  this  eledibn,  the  difappointed 
party  made  a  formal  proteft ;  not  with  a 
view  to  overturn  it  before  the  Court  of 
Scflion,  for  it  was  ffridly  legal,  but  in  the 
hope  of  fruftrating  the  effed  of  it,  by  the 
afliftance  of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  of  Scot- 
land. Living  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a 
few  clergymen  in  that  neighbourhood,  they 
flattered  themfelves  that  their  influence  over 
the  whole  body  was  greater  than  they  found 
it.  to  be*  Accordingly,  when  Dr.  Hut- 
chefon,  and  Dr.  Hamilton  Profeflbr  of 
anatomy,  appeared,  January  3,  1744,  at 
the  firft  meeting  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Ir- 
vine, under  whofe  jurifdidion  Mr.  Leech- 
man  and  his  parifh  were,  and  laid  before 
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that  Prefbytery  the  minute  of  his  eledion, 
requefting  them  to  take  the  proper  fteps  in 
confequence  of  it ;  another  Profeflbr,  of 
the  oppofite  party,  vefted  with  a  commif- 
fioa  from  the  minority,  made  his  appear- 
ance likewife,  and  attempted  to  flop  any 
procedure,  under  the  pretext  ef  a  contro- 
verted elciflion.  But  the  court  found  that 
this  gentleman  had  no  title  to  appear, 
having  neither  a  proper  commiffion  from 
the  college,  nor  the  parifh,  the  only  parties 
concerned^  They  agreed  therefore  to  loofe 
Mr.  Leechmaa  from  his  parochial  con- 
nexion, and  gave  him  up  to  the  college, 
with  an  ample  and  honourable  teftimony 
of  their  approbation  of  his  abilities,  doc- 
trine, and  life,  during  the  timp  he  had  lived 
among  them. 

But  the  very  next  day  he  experienced  a 
different  treatment,  when,  with  the  de- 
puties of  the  college,  he  prefented  himfelf 
before  the  Prefbytery  of  Glafgow,  They 
refufed  to  enroll  him  as  a  member  of  their 
court,  and  to  allow  him  to  take  the  fteps 
the  law  had  appointed  previous  to  his 
Reaching.  This  obliged  him  to  proteft  and 
C  3  complaii^ 
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complain  of  their  condufl:  to  the  Synod  \ 
after  which  he  began,  and .  continued  to 
teach  in  the  college  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  feflion.  ' 

At  their  meeting  in  February,  the  ma-f 
jority  *  of  that  Prefbytery,  under  the  di-^ 
redion  of  a  zealous  country  clergyman  f , 
took  a  very  violent  ftep,  with  a  view  to 
ejed  the  new  Profeflbr.  They  refolved  ta 
ipommence  a  process  of  her€^  againQ:  him« 
Whatever  their  motives  might  be,  the  at-r 
tempt  itfelf  had  the  mod  dired  tendency 
imaginable  to  hurt  his  reputation  and  ufe* 
fulnefs,  and  to  bring  him  under  a  general 
odium*  A  profecution  of  this  kind  had 
been  carried  on,  about  fixteen  years  bcfiDre, 
againft  a  very  learned  ProfefforJ  in  the 
fame  chair,  and  had  ended,  in  his  fu^en^ 
fion  from  public  teaching.  To  pave  the 
way  for  the  prefent  procefs,  the  Prelbytery 
appointed  a  numerous  committee  to  ex- 
amine Mr.  Leechn^an's  fermon  on  Prayer, 
lately   publifhed.      This  committee,   after 

*  Mr.  Craig,  and  a  few  more  who  joined  hiaOi^  made  ^ 
Vfry  fmall  minority, 
t  Mr.  Jtmcs  Robe,  Miniilcr  of  KiHyih. 
I  Mr.  John  SimfOQ, 
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various  meetings  and  much  deliberation^ 
produced  2^  paper  of  remarks^  as  they  called 
it,  conlifting  of  eight  articles  of  what  they 
deemed  heretical  omijjiom.  The  purport  of 
the  whole  went  to  charge  Mr.  Lcechman, 
'^>ttb  having  laid  too  little  Jirefs  on  the  merit 
of  the  fatisfaStion  and  interceffion  of  our 
blejfed  Saviour ^  as  thefole  ground  of  our  ac-* 
ceptance  'with  God  in  prayer  i  and  with 
teaching  Chrifiians  to  look  for  pardon  and 
acceptance  upon   other  grounds   than  this^ 

which^  they  infinuatcd,  Mr.  L con^ 

fidered  as  a  circumjlance  fuperflupus  or  fo'^ 
reign  to  prayer.  To  each  of  their  remarks^ 
or  objedHons,  the  Profeflbr  gave  in  written 
anfwers,  vindicating  bimfelf,  and  pointing 
out  the  miftakes  of  the  committee  in  a 
modeft)  yet  fiifficiendy  fpirited  manner*. 

But 

^  He  compltined  of  the  injuftice  done  him  by  their  in- 
fioBfttiB^y  or  fofpedtAg,  that  he  had  little  regard  to  the  pe« 
mlitr  dodriMS  of  ChriHtanity,  when  he  had  expreffed  his 
regard  to  them  in  that  very  fermon  in  the  mod  folema 
maoner  imaginable,  even  in  an  addrefs  to  the  heart- 
fearehing  and  righteoas  Jndge  of  4II  the  earth  ;  when  he 
had  preached  before  thp^fand8  in  the  town  of  Glafgow  on 
thefe  very  fobje^ ;  and  every  time  he  prayed  he  did  it  ii^ 
the  oame  oi  Jefot  C^rid,  of  which  there  were  as  many 
vitne/Tes^  as  there  were  perfons  who  l^ad  t^tx  beard  hint 
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But  thefe  anfwers,  as  might  be  cxpcded, 
were  neither  fatisfadtory  to  the  committee, 
nor  to  the  Prefbytery,  under  whofe  autho- 
rity they  aded. 

The  fermon  itfelf,  which  bore  on  the 
face  of  it  ftrong  marks  of  a  devout  heart, 
as  well  as  of  a  highly  cultivated  under- 
{landing,  had  been  much  read  and  admired. 

pray>  either  in  ppb|ic  or  priyiit^.     (fe  (hewed  that  the 
committee  had  not  adverted  to  the  main  defign  of  the  fer- 
j^lion,  though  fufficiently  marked  in  it;  which  was,  not  to 
give  a  complete  account  of  prayer,  but  to  remove  pri(- 
judices  agaioil  it:  prejudices  that  had  been  cherifhed  by 
the  publication  of  a  late  pamphlet,  written  by  one  Cam- 
ming a  Quaker ;  which  had  endeavoured  to  reprefent  de« 
votion  as  an  abfurd,  nay,  as  an  impious  and  blafphemous 
pra£lice.    He  afked  his  accufers.  If  there  wa»  any  precept  of 
divine  revelation,  any  didate  of  reafon,  any  aft  of  the 
general  afTembly,  for|)idding  us  to  make  application  xg 
.fuch  perfons  for  (heir  reformation,  and  to  rf  afoo  with  them 
on  fach  principles  as  are  owned  by  them,  and  Juft  in 
themfelves?    Muft  not  men  be  firft  reconciled  to  prayer 
itfelf,   and  convinced  that  it  is  a  reafonable  thing,  be- 
fore they  can  be  reconciled  to  praying  in  the  name  of 
Chrift?  &c.  Sec.    He  told  them,  that  he  was  confciout 
h^  ha4  conipofed  the  fermon  with  a  good  intention :  thaf 
l^e  had  particular  occafion  to  know  that  it  had  been  really 
ufeful,  by  the  divine  ble^ng,  to  reconcile  foipe  prejudiced 
perfons  to  the  fl^eorjt  and  he  hoped  alfo  to  the  fraSta,  of 
prayer:    that  he  was  poiTefTed  of  an  inward  fatisfa^tion, 
which  the  whole  world  could  not  rob  him  of:  and  after  all 
the  clamour  that  had  ^een  raifed,  he  did  not  repent  of  the 
publication,  dfc.  ^c. 
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In  the  fpace  of  a  few  months  it  had  under* 
gone  a  fecond  edition.     And  this  unex-^ 
peded  attack  on  the  author,  vifibly  calcu- 
lated to  raife  a  fpirit  of  bigotry  in  the  com- 
mon people  againft  him,  foon  roufed  the 
attention  and  indignation  of  many  of  the 
conicientious  friends  of  religion  and  learn- 
ing in  that  quarter,  to  whom  Mr.  Leech- 
man  was  not  perfonally  known.     It  drew 
together   a    great  number   of  the  clergy 
from  the  moft  diftant  corners  of  that  large 
Synod,  together  with  feveral  gentlemen  of 
rank,  who  took  their  feats  with  them  as 
elders,  which  they  had  not  done  for  many 
years  before.   The  Court  aflembled  at  Glas- 
gow in  the  beginning  of  April,  and,   in 
^confequence  of  Mr.  Leechman's  complaint^ 
thought  proper  to  call  for  the  papers^  and 
to  take  the  bufinefs  entirely  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  inferior  court,  who  fhewed 
great  reludance  to  part  with  it;   having 
jefolyed  to  continue  their  fittings,  and  to 
hang  up  the  caufe  for  fome  time  to  the 
public  view.     The  Synod  appointed  a  par- 
ticular diet  to  judge  and   decide   it:    in 
which   the   remarks^  anfwers^  and   every 
thing  referred  to  in  both,  were  read,  and 
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read  a  fecond  time  article  by  article.  Every 
member  was  allowed  to  propofe  what  further 
objections  occurred  to  him,  and  the  Pro- 
feflbr  allowed  to  anfwer  him,  if  he  could^ 
wva  voce;  which  was  done  in  feveral.in- 
ftances.  On  the  whole,  the  Synod  almoft 
unanimouOy  found  "  Profeflbr  Leechman's 
**  anfwers  to  the  remarks  or  objedions 
^'  made  by  the  committee  of  the  Prelby-.* 
"  tery  of  Glafgow,  to  be  fully  fatisfying^ 
**  and  fufficient  to  remove  any  offence 
**  conceived ;  and  found  no  reafon  to 
^^  charge  the  faid  Profeffor  with  any  un- 
*'  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  expreffed  in  the 
*'  paffages  of  the  fermon  complained  of.** 
The  Profeffor  thanked  "  the  reverend  and 
*^  honourable  Members  of  the  Court  for 
"  the  time  and  pains  they  had  beftowed 
*'  in  doing  juftice  to  his  charadler ;  hoping 
**  that,  through  the  help  of  God,  he  fhould, 
**  in  the  future  exercife  of  his  office,  juftify 
*'  the  favourable  opinion  they  feemed  to 
"  have  formed  of  him*.'* 

The  Prelbytery  hid   at  the    beginning 
made  an  appeal  to  the  General  Aflerably, 

*  Synod  records. 
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That  Court,  whea  th?  caufe  came  before 
them,  wifely  referred  it  to  a  feleft  coiji- 
iBittee,.and  adopted  their  judgment  without 
a  vote.  They  found,  **  That  the  Synod  of 
"  Glafgow  and  Air  had  fuflScient  reafon  to 
*^  take  into  their  own  hands  the  cogni- 
"  zance  of  the  enquiry  touching  the  fer- 
"  mon."  They  confirmed  the  judgment 
paffed  by  that  Synod,  and  "  prohibited  the 
"  Prefbytery  of  Glafgow  to  commence,  or 
"  caary  on  any  further  or  other  proceed- 
^*  ings  againft  the  Profeflbr,  on  account  of 
J'  thatfermon." 


Mr.  Leechman  being  now  at  full  liberty 
to  exert  his  talents  on  a  public  theatre,  his 
chara<a:er,  both  as  a  preacher  and  a  pro- 
feflbr, flione  out  the  brighter,  after  this 
cloud  was  diffipated.  No  further  attempts 
were  made  to  darken  his  reputation,  and 
to  difturb  him  in  the  exercife  of  his  duty. 
Some  of  thofe  who  had  appeared  his  keen 
advcrfaries  in  the  church  procefs,  lived  with 
liim  afterwards  on  terms  of  fmcere  friend-* 

fhip : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28  THELIFEOP 

fliip :  even  the  prejudices  of  the  common 
people  in  Glafgow  gradually  fubfided;  fo 
that  he  came  to  be  confidered  there,  as  he 
had  always  been  in  every  other  place,  a 
very  acceptable  preacher. 

But  his  time  was  chiefly  employed,  at 
the  beginning,   in   preparing  ledures  foF 
the   divinity   hall.      Dr.  Hutchefon,  who 
fpoke  Latin  with  more  fluency  and  elcr 
gance  than  moft  men,  was  the  firfl:  who 
introduced  the  cuftom  of  ledturipg  in  Eng-^ 
Itfh  into  that  univerfity.     Mr.  Leechman 
followed   his  example:    and    though   his 
great  modefl;y   prevented  him  from  ever 
attaining  to  the  eafy  and   fpirited   man^ 
ner   of    that    celebrated    Profeflbr,    who 
leftured,  to  appearance,  extempore^  walk- 
ed up  and  down  in  his  clafs-room,  and 
fpoke    with    an    animation    of    counte-* 
nance,  voice,  and  gefture,  which  inftantly 
went  to  the  heart;    though  Mr.  Leech- 
man  made  an  almofl:  conftaiit  ufe  of  his 
papers,   under  the  difadvantage  of  being 
very  near-fighted ;  yfet  his  Ledlures  were 
alfo    judicious,    liberal,     fometimes     un- 
commonly  ftriking,   and   equally  relifhed 
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by  the  great  multitude  of  ftudents  who  at- 
tended them. 

The  Writer  of  this  narrative  had  an  op- 
portunity of  attending  thefe  Ledlures  fix 
years  *  without  any  interruption,  a  circum- 
ftance  which  he  has  ever  confidered  as  one  of 
the  happieft  events  of  his  life.  He  will  now 
attempt  to  defcribe  the  method  of  teaching 
theology  then  purfued,a8  a  very  memorable 
andufeful  part  of  the  life  of  his  much-efteem- 
ed  jnafter.  The  t^rbfcflbr  gaVe  a  ledhire  of  a 
full  hour's  length  regularly  four  days  every 
week,  during  a  (ix  months  feflion  ;  and  be- 
fides  this,  fpent  an  hour  on  Friday,  and 
fometimes  another  on  Saturday,  in  hearing 
the  difcourfes  comjpofed  by  the  ftudents  on 
particular  texts  or  portions  of  Scripture  pre- 
fcribed  to  them.  After  thefe  were  deliver- 
ed, he  made  his  ohfervations  on  each  of  them 
in  a  manner  that  fhowed  the  moft  accurate 
attention ;  commending  with  judgment,  or 
cenfuring  with  delicacy.  When  a  ftronger 
cenfure  was  requiflte,  it  was  referved  to  a 
private  conference  with  the  ftudent. 


♦  From  ihc  year  1747  to  the  year  1753. 
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On  Monday  the  Profeflbr  gave  a  Cnti6al 
Ledure  on  the  New  Teftament^  reading 
the  paffagfc  in  the  original  lanjuage^  kd- 
verting,  when  it  was  nedeflary,  to  the  diflfer- 
.ent  fettfes  put  upon  the  Greek  wotds  by  tb^ 
commentiator%  without  naming  them  ; — Va 
the  connexion  f <^to  the  particular  probable 
views  of  the  wiiter  of  fp^er^  and  the 
iGituadon  of  the  minds  of  the  heathers  ;~^ 
any  ancient  cuftoms  or  hiftorical  f&ds  t^* 
cefiary  to  illuftrate  the  poffiige.    Thus  he 
exhibited  the  precdfe  fenfe  of  it,  anfwered 
lit  th&  fame  time  the  prmcipal  objedioQa§ 
a^nd  intermixed  dccafionsllly  ihort  pertinent 
obfervations.    As  this  ledture  was  of  the 
jfirft  importance  to  tht  ftudents,  fo  to  the 
Profeflbr  it  Teemed  to  be  the  eafieft  part  of 
his  work ;  for  be  had  been  accuftomed  to 
fomething  like  it  while  fae  Wafs  i,  Minifter* 
The  forenoon's  exercife  in  all  the  pulpits 
of  Scotland  is  of  a  (imilar  kind,  though 
managed  there  in  a  more  eafy  and  popular 
way^ 

The  ^iets  on  Tuefday,  Thurfday,  and 
fometimes  Friday,  were  fpent,  on  what 
is  called  Polemical  Divinity.     Confider- 
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ing  how  little  this  teacher  had  of  the  fpi« 
rit  of  a  polemic^  his  accurate  knowledge  of 
all  the  principal  controveiiies  which  have 
agitated  the  Chriftiala  world  was  fuiprifing : 
and  the  judgment  and  candour  widi  which 
he  condu&ed  this  delicate  and  dangeroni 
part  of  his  buiine&  was  plcafing^  at  leafl 
to  every  libend  mind.  The  Writer  of  dus 
Life  was  then  too  young  to  be  a  proper 
judge  of  thefe  things ;  but  Gaace  that  time 
he  has  often  refleded  upon  it  with  wonder 
and  pleaforc.  The  text-book;  the  Profeffor 
uied  was  Pidet's  Shorter  Syftem,  afterward 
changed  for  Oftervald.  Thefe  authors 
were  chiefly  ufeful  to  him  in  their  arrange- 
ment of  the  fubje£t.  Their  track  the  Pro** 
fefTor  followed  through  the  barren  heaths^ 
as  well  as  the  more  ple^fant  and  fruitful 
parts  of  this  wide  field.  Over  the  former 
he  flew  quickyfcarcely  touching  the  ground; 
over  the  latter  he  walked  flow,  pointing 
out  to  his  young  friends  almofl:  every  thing 
agreeable  and  ufeful  obferved  by  former 
travellers,  and  frequently  himfetf  flrewing 
flowers  and  &uits  on  the  road.  In  plain 
words,  he  touched  flighdy  the  fcholaftic  ufe^ 
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lefs  queflions,  .marking  them  as  hiil6rical 
fads,  with  the  circumftances  or  events  that 
gave  rife  to  them;  and  dwelt  with  fatisfadion 
qn  fuch  points,  vls  the  perfedions,  the 
providence  and  moral  government  of  God^ 
the  authenticity  and  divine  authority  of  the 
Scriptures,  8au  &c  Sec.  confirming  and 
improving  the  fentiments  of  his  authors  by 
his  own  ilrtking  obfervations.  In  the  courfe 
of  two  feflions  -he  went  over  the  whole 
fyftem* 

The  principal  thing  aimed  at,  however, 
in  thefe  ledures,  was  to  give  his  theolo-^ 
gical  ftudents  a  view  of  the  great  contro- 
verfies  which  have  divided  Chriftians.  Td 
each  of  thefe  he  introduced  himfelf  from 
fomething  he  found  in  his  text:  and 
laying  afide  his  book,  he  treated  the  fubjed 
in  the  following  manner,  in  two  or  more 
ledures,  according  to  the  importance  or 
celebrity  of  the  queftion.  He  began  with 
a  hiftory  of  the  controverfy,  and  of 
the  chief  men  who  figured  in  it.  He 
dated  the  point  in  difpute  with  fufficient 
precifion ;  not  only  the  oppofite  opinions 
of  the  two  parties,  but  the  diflference  of 
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opinion  in  the  men  of  the  fame  party. 
Then,  which  was  the  main  thing,  he  gave 
a  candid  view  of  the  arguments  on  both 
fides,  from  reafon, '  and  efpecially  from 
Scripture,  Here  his  found  judgment  led 
him  to  put  afide  every  thing  trivial,  and  to 
bring  forth  the  very  ftrength  of  the  argu- 
ments, as  well  as  of  the  difficulties,  on 
each  fide ;  particularly,  the  moft  plaufible 
paflages  of  Scripture  urged  in  proof  of  the  x 
oppofite  opinions, — the  criticifms  by  which 
the  force  of  thefe  texts  was  fupported  or 
evaded, — with  the  anfwers,  replies,  and 
duplies  made  by  the  parties  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate.  In  fine,  juftice  was  done  to 
both  parties,  not  only  in  this  reprefentatioa 
of  their  opinions,  with  the  grounds  of 
them,  but  alfo  by  admitting  their  difavowal 
of  the  abfurd  and  dangerous  confequences 
charged  on  each  by  their  antagonifts,  and 
exhibiting  the  important  points  of  chriftia- 
nity  mutually  acknowledged  by  both. 

After  all,  the  queftion  remained  unde- 
cided :  that  is,  the  hearers  were  left  entirely 
to  the  cxercife  of  their  own  judgment,  and 
direded  to  the  means  of  further  enquiry. 

Voi,.  L  D  No 
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No  didatorial  opinion,  no  infallible  of 
decifive  judgment  on  any  great  controrertcd 
point,  was  ever  delivered  from  that  theolo- 
gical chair.  After  the  point  had  undergone 
a  full  difcuflion,  none  of  the  ftudents  yet 
knew  the  particular  opinion  of  this  vene- 
rable Profeflbr,  in  any  other  way  than  by 
the  fuperior  weight  of  the  arguments  which 
he  had  brought  under  their  view :  fo  de- 
licately fcrupulous  was  he  to  throw  any 
bias  at  all  upon  ingenuous  minds,  in  their 
enquiry  after  Sacred  Truth.  In  this  lie 
certainly  aded  right  j  for  fuch  was  the 
reverence  which  the  great  body  of  bis 
fcholars  felt  for  his  fuperior  judgment,  that, 
had  they  known  it  jn  particular  points,  it 
would  have  had  too  much  weight  in  deter- 
mining theirs. 

As  if  this  had  not  been  enough,  when 
he  gave  the  ftudents  his  parting  advices 
at  the  end  of  the  feflion,  he  warmly  re- 
commended candour  and  continued  dili- 
gence in  the  fearch  after  truth  ;  modefly 
and  caution  in  forming  their  laft  judgments 
on  points  about  which  wife  and  good  men 
had  thought  differently  j  advifed  them  long 
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to  tctain  the  charadler  of  enquirers,  and  to 
keep  their  minds  open  to  new  light  and 
evidence  from  every  quarter.  He  fhewed 
how  wife  and  how  lovely  this  was  in  all, 
efpecially  m  young  minds;  and  painted, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  ftrong  colours,  the 
indecency  of  rafli  prefumptuous  judg* 
ments,   and  the  fatal  effefts  of  bigotry. 

On  the  Wcdnefdays  he  delivered,  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  one  year,  Leftures 
on  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity ;  and 
next  year,  Leftures  on  Compofition,  viz. 
that  of  fermons.  As  his  own  modcfty 
refifted  the  preffing  folicitations  of  his 
friends,  to  publifli  either  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  thefe  Lcdures ;  fo  the  Writer 
of  thefe  Memoirs  will,  he  hopes,  be 
forgiven,  for  attempting  to  give  the 
world  a  flight  view  of  what  appeared  to 
be  moft  original,  at  leaft  in  the  firft  fet 
of  them ;  even  though  it  (hould  fwcU  thefe 
Memoirs  to  a  greater  fizc  than  was  at  firft 
intended. 

After  ^  fhprt  hiftorical  account  of  the 
principal  oppofcrs  and  defenders  of  Chriftia- 
nity, efpecially  during  the  firft  four  cen- 
D  2  turies : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3*  THEtlFEOF 

turies ;  after  exhibiting  Chriftianity  as  a 
chain  of  paft,  prefent,  and  future  fadks ; 
and  marking,  in  the  fpirit  of  Bifhop  But- 
ler, the  prefumptive  evidence  in  its  favour, 
arifingfroni  a  general  view  of  the  fcheme 
itfelf :  he  divided  his  fubje£t  into  two  great 
branches  :  I.  The  internal  evidence  of  Cbfif" 
tianity^  refulting  from  the  perfection  of  the 
moral  doBrine  and  charaSer  of  its  Author. 
11.  T^he  more  dire£l  or  external  evidence 
cirifing  from  miracles^  and  the  accomplifhment 
of  prophecies.  Of  the  Ledures  on  this  laft 
branch  I  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  than 
that  they  contained  an  accurate  and  fbrik- 
ing  view  of  the  fubftance  of  many  volumes 
that  have  been  written  on  it  j  but  I  fhall 
give  a  very  general  account  of  the  courfe 
of  leftures  on  the  firft  branch,  which  com- 
prehended about  the  half  of  the  whole, 
becaufe  there  feems  to  have  been  fomething 
more  new,  or  peculiar  at  leaft,  in  the 
manner  of  treating  the  fubjedt  *• 

He 

^  Traces  of  the  fame  train  of  thought  and  argument  are 
to  be  met  with  in  "Dr,  Duchal's  Sermons,  and  "Du  Mac* 
night's  book  on  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity,  both  pub* 
lifhed  long  after  thefe  Lefturea  were  firfl  coropofed.    Even 
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He  gave  a  fliort  regular  view,  from  the 
Evangelifts,  of  the  moral  truths  and  pre- 
cepts delivered  by  Jefus  Chrift;  together 
with  the  motives  by  which  he  recom- 
mended or  enforced  that  high  ftandard  of 
moral  excellence,  he  fet  before  his  followers  ; 
and  challenged  the  adverfaries  of  Chriftia- 
nity  to  produce  any  thing  equal  to  this 
do^lrine.  He  anfwered,  at  confiderable 
length,  the  principal  objedions  that  have 
been  made  to  the  Chriftian  morality  *,  and 
clofed  this  part  of  the  fubjedl  with  fome 
excellent  obfervations  on  the  manner  of  our 
Saviour's  teaching ;  fuch  as,  that  our  great 
InftruQor  taught  religion  in  the  way  beft 
fuited  to  the  condition  of  mankind  ;  not 
as  founded  on  reafoiiing^  but  upon  tejli-^ 
mony ; — that  he  mixed  the  truths  or  fad:s 
of  religion  and  the  pradice  of  it  together  ; 
— ^that  he  waved  every  thing  curious^  and 
delivered  nothing  but  what  was  highly 
ufcful  to  mankind  ; — that  the  knowledge  of 

fimll^r  views  fcem  to  have  flruck  the  fccptical  but  feeling 
mind  of  Rofleia,  from  a  very  flight  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  to  have  made  him  at  times,  aimed  a  Chrillian. 
*  Sec  this  done  in  a  very  fpiriied  manner  in  Dr.  Beattie's 
late  book  on  the  Evidences  of  Chriflianityy  Vol.  II.  page 
105,  fcc. 

D  3  Jefus 
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Jefus  Chrift,  great  as  it  was,  had  all  the 
appearance  of  being  to  him  intuitive  or  felf- 
CTident ;  that  it  was  not  attended  with  any 
the  lead  doubtfulnefs,  or  fufpicion  of  un- 
certainty ; — that  the  difcourfcs  of  Jefus 
Chrift  contain  the  fubHmeft  fentiments 
imaginable,  exprefled  with  a  perfeft  eafe 
and  fimplicity,  and  were  delivered  with  an 
air  of  uncommon  dignity  and  authority^ 
which  ftruck  the  hearers. 

The  Profeffor  next  proceeded  to  the  fe- 
cond  and  principal  branch  of  the  argument, 
which  he  confidered  as  eflential  to  the 
evidence  of  Chriftianity,  viz.  the  purity 
and  perfeBion  of  the  moral  cbara3er  of 
jfefus  Chriji.  This  was  fubdivided  into 
two  branches  ;  his  virtue^  and  his  wifdom. 
He  delineated  at  great  length  our  Saviour^s 
piety,  as  the  leading  ftroke  of  his  charac- 
ter; charaderifed  his  devotion  as  chiefly 
fecret  or  retired  ; — joyful,  in  oppofition  to 
the  gloomy  caft  of  fuperftition ; — calm 
and  rational,  in  oppofition  to  the  mecha- 
nical fervours  and  irregular  tranfports  of 
enthufiafm  :  marked  his  habitual  regard  to 
the  will  of  God  as  the  leading  principle  of 
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his  whole  condu£l ;  and  fhewed  this  to  b^ 
a  principle  of  aSion  fuperior  in  its  influ- 
ence to  any  other,  idly^  He  delineated  at 
proper  length  our  Lord's  charity,  or  love 
to  mankind.  That  befides  the  common, 
feelings  of  humanity,  he  had  a  more  divine 
companion  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  flow- 
ing from  his  clear  difcernment  of  their 
fpiritual  miferies.  He  charaderifed  our 
I^ord's  benevol<?nce  as  pure  or  difmterefted, 
univerfal,  or  unlimited  by  the  natural,  poli- 
tical, and  religious  diftindions  which  take 
place  among  men;  and  as  fteady  or  un- 
conquerable by  any  kind  of  injury  or  pro- 
vocation. He  marked  our  Lord's  humility^ 
or  ftooping  to  the  loweft  offices  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  mankind,  as  a  branch  of  his  good- 
nefe,  d.ftinguilhed  from  his  modejly^  in  re- 
ferring the  glory  of  every  thing  he  did  to 
his  father,  which  was  confidered  as  a 
branch  of  his  piety.  3^/^^  The  Profeflbr  de- 
lineated the  fincerity  or  integrity  of  Jefus 
Chrift  as  of  prime  importance  in  the  argu- 
ment, leading  us  at  once  to  the  prefump- 
tion  of  the  truth  of  his  mifliion,  and  fhewed 
he  was  really  pofleflfed  of  this  virtue,  from 
P  /^  various 
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various  fafts  or  appearances,  particularly 
the  appearance  of  a  perfe(fi  fuperiority  to 
the  motives  of  worldly  intereft  and  ambi- 
tion, and  every  other  motive  that  could 
make  him  fwerve  from  the  truth.  Lajily^ 
He. delineated  the  fortitude  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
difplayed  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
public  life,  in  ftanding  up  fmgle  and  alone 
in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  pcr- 
fifting  in  a  noble  oppofition  to  the  hypo- 
crify,  bigotry,  and  wickeddefs  of  almoft 
all  the  men  of  learning  and  rank  in  his 
own  nation  ;  and  this,  with  the  profpedk 
of  his  laft  fufferings  and  ignominious  exe- 
cution full  before  him. 

After  anfwering  fome  objefkions  to  the 
moral  charader  of  Jefus  Chrift,  particularly 
from  the  apparent  feverity  of  his  language 
to  thefe  men,  and  his  treatment  of  them ; 
the  Profeflbr  proceeded  to  exhibit  our 
Saviour's  wifdom^  or  addrefs,  in  employ- 
ing the  beft  and  fitteft  means  to  gain  the 
great  end  he  had  in  view,  even  the  inftruc- 
tion  and  reformation  of  mankind,  and  this  in 
a  variety  of  particulars,  from  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Evangelifts^ :  fuch  as,  his  turning  every 
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common  and  uncommon  incident  into  the 
channel  of  inftrudtion;  the  remarkable 
anfwers  he  gave  to  the  curious,  and  to  the 
captious  or  enfnaring  queftions,  put  to  him  ; 
his  fingular  manner  of  infinuating  inflruc- 
tion  into  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  by 
parables,  or  familiar  little  ftories  * ;  his 
manner  of  corredling  the  errors  and  vices 
of  mankind  ;  and  his  admirable  manner  of 
training  up  his  apoftles  for  the  difficult  and 
important  fervice  for  which  he  defigned 
them. 

To  this  he  added  fome  obfervatlons  on 
the  moral  charai^er  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  that  he 
was  diftinguifhed  from  all  the  reft  of  the 
fens  of  men,  by  pradifing  the  whole  train 
of  moral  and  divine  virtues  with  invariable 
uniformity  and  conftancy : — ^that  in  him  the 
feemingly  oppofite  virtues  were  united; 
fuch  as,  an  unQiaken  firmnefs,  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs  of  difpofition  that  can 
well  be  imagined  ;  a  certain  air  of  dignity, 
with  the  moft  amiable  humility ;  an  ad* 
inirable  prudence,  with  the  moft  perfect 

•  See  this  part  of  the  Evidence  of  Chnftianity  difplayed 
la  a  rerj  mafterly  manner  in  Mr.  Boom's  two  volumet  of 
I^eAoiet  00  our  Sariour't  Parablei* 
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fincerity,  i5?c. ;  and  that  he  pradifed  the 
hardeft  parts  of  virtue,  without  any  effort— 
with  the  utmoft  eafe,  and  with  the  fimpli-* 
city,  as  it  were,  of  a  little  child. 

He  next  proceeded  to  prove,  that  there 
really  did  e^ift  in  the  world  fiich  a  charac-^ 
ter  as  that  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  lince  for  this, 
we  have  not  only  the  common  evidence  of 
hiftory,  but  a  hiftory  of  a  (ingular  kind  j 
that  the  chara(9:er  is  there  exhibited  only 
by  a  train  of  faQ:s  of  which  the  hiftoriana 
were  eye-witnefles,  or  had  full  information, 
Thefe  naked  fads  they  relate,  without  mak- 
ing any  obfervations  upon  them;  with- 
out clothing  them  with  any  embellifli- 
ments.  They  relate,  at  the  fame  time, 
'  their  own  infirmities  and  faults,  and  thofe 
of  their  friends,  without  any  referve.  They 
make  no  encomiums  on  their  own  mafter, 
nor  throw  out  any  bitter  reflexions  on  his 
enemies.  And  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  con- 
ceive, that  thefe  illiterate  men  could  have 
produced  fuch  a  piece  of  moral  painting  a& 
this  from  their  own  imaginations — could 
have  imagined  a  train  of  aftions,  and  of 
fublime  difcourfes,  which  exhibit  to  every 
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attentive  perfon  fueh  a  charad:er  as  that  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  except   they   had    feen   and 
heard  them,  or  copied  them  from  real  Ufe. 
He  then  began  to  draw  the  conclufion^ 
that  if  there  rea,lly  appeared  in  the  world, 
about  1 700  years  ago,  a  perfon  of  fuch  virtue 
aod  integrity,aftd  fuch  uncommonwifdomas 
Jefus  Chrift,  we  ought  furely  to  pay  fome 
regard  to  his  teftitnony;  and  if  werejedit, 
we  muft  do  it  on  one  or  other  of  thefe  fup- 
pofitions,— either  that  he  was  an  iinpoftor, 
and  Intended  to  deceive  the  world,— or  that 
he  was  an  enthufiaft,  who  impofed  upon 
himfelf.   From  a  review  of  the  life  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Profeflbr  ihowed,  that  neither 
of  thefe  fuppofitions  could  be  admitted  by 
any  unprejudiced  perfon  ;  that  our  Saviour 
could  not  be  a  grofs  impoftor,  nor  even  a 
public-fpirited  impoftor,  a  Philofopher  who, 
having  difcovered  the  common  errors   of 
mankind,  and  the  true  road  to  happinefs, 
attempted  to  impofe  his  own  difcoveries  up- 
on others  as  a  revelation  from  God,  in  order 
to  give  them  the  greater  weight  with  man- 
kind, like  fome  of  the  ancient  Legiflators : 
fuch  difingenuity  being  perfedly  inconfiftent 
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vnth  the  whole  tenor  of  his  condu£t  in 
life  and  at  death.  Neither  has  the  charac- 
ter of  Jefus  Chrift  one  fingle  feature  of  the 
,  enthufiaft, — ^heat  of  imagination  and  tem- 
per,— melancholy,  and  an  unfocial  fpirit, — 
exftatic  devotion, — ignorance, — credulity, — 
vanity,  or  felf-conceit.  And  having  no  ap- 
pearance cither  of  the  impoftor  or  enthu- 
iiaft,  his  character  could  not  be  made  up 
of  a  mixture  of  both. 

He  then  returned  to  urge  the  foregoing 
plain  delineation  of  the  moral  do£trine 
and  character  of  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  ftrong 
prefumptive  evidence  of  the  reality  of  his 
divine  miflion,  even  independent  of  the 
nairacles  wrought,  and  the  predictions  ut- 
tered by  himfelf  and  his  apoftles,  and  the 
connedted  train  of  ancient  prophecy  fulfil- 
led, which  are  the  obvious  and  direft  proofs 
of  it.  That  if  a  perfon  really  appeared  in 
the  world  who  performed  the  actions,  fpoke 
thedifcourfes,  and  fuffered  the  death,  afcrib- 
ed  to  Jefus  Chrift ;  it  lies  on  the  adverfa- 
rles  of  Chriftianity  to  give  fome  fatisfying, 
at  leaft  fome  plaufible,  account  of  this  phae- 
nomenon  j  which  they  have  never  yet  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  to  do :  for  mere  general  declama- 
tion about  the  fuperftition  and  credulity  of 
mankind,  and  their  liablenefs  to  impofture 
and  enthufiafm,  cannot  overturn  the  evi- 
dence of  plain  fadbs.  Here  is  a  perfon  of 
pure  virtue,  of  confummate  wifdom,  of 
undaunted  refolution,  in  the  bell  of  caufes, 
— a  perfon  who  appeared  quite  fuperior  to 
all  worldly  views  and  interefts ;  who  dif- 
covered  on  all  occalions  the  greateft  calm* 
nefe  of  mind  imaginable,  the  greateft  found* 
nefs  of  judgment,  the  moft  inviolable  in* 
tegrity,  who  never  betrayed  the  leaft  fymp- 
tom  of  a  difordered  imagination,  cm:  of  un- 
difciplined  paflions;  but  pure  reafon,  an 
immovable  regard  to  truth,  to  virtue,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind,  appeared  to  be 
the  governing  principles  of  his  condudt  :— 
this  perfon  aflerts,  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner that  can  be  conceived,  infifts  upon  it 
fteadily  through  his  whole  life,  dying,  ra* 
ther  than  renounce  it,  that  he  came  from 
Gody  that  he  was  commiffioned  by  his  Fa- 
ther to  inftrud,  to  reform,  to  fave  man- 
kind, and  that  power  and  authority  .were 
lodged  in  his  hands  for  thefe  purpofes. — Is 
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there  no  regard  at  all  due  to  the  teftimony 
of  fuch  a  perfon  ?  Will  his  claims  be  en- 
tirely overlooked,  or  contemptuoufly  dif- 
regarded,  by  any  ferious,  any  wife  and 
good  man? 

To  illuftrate  and  afcertain  the  force 
of.  thigr  part  of  the  argument^  the  Pro- 
feflbr  figured  to  himfelf  and  to  his  flu- 
dents  how  fuch  a  perfon  as  Socrates  would 
have  reafoned  concerning  Jcfus  Chrifl^  had 
he  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  feen  and  beard 
him.  The  ProfefTor  went  into  a. long  and 
beautiful  detail  upon  this^  reprefenting  the 
manner  in  which,  we  'may  eafily  fuppoie* 
that  philofopher,  who  bewailed  his  own 
ignorance,  and  earnefWy  defired  heavenly 
inflrudtion  in  the  important  matters  pf 
duty,  would  have  been  ftruck,  had  he 
heard  the  fublime  difcourfes  and  precepts 
of  religion  delivered  from  the  mouth  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  feen  him  exemplify  ihem 
in  their  full  perfedion  and  purity :  and  how 
he  would  have  argued,  from  the  vtfibk  cha- 
rafter  and  condud  of  our  Sayiour  as  a 
teacher  of  religion,  to  the  invifible  charac- 
ter and  divine  authority  he  laid  claim  to. 
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This  branch  of  the  fubjedl  was  concluded 
with  a  very  natural  and  proper  enquiry  in- 
to the  caufes,  why  the  charafter  of  Jefua 
Chrift  is  fo  little  regarded  as  it  is  in  the 
world.  I.  One  part  of  mankind  have  their 
moral  tafte  impaired  or  extinguiflied  by 
fenfual  purfuits  ;  another  part  of  them  are 
accuftomed  chiefly  to  admire  different  kinds 
of  inferior  excellence,  and  to  overlook  the 
higheft  kind.  Some  are  dazzled  with  the 
outward  glare  of  wealth  and  external  rank; 
others  admire  the  political  wifdom  of  the 
founders  and  governors  of  flates ;  others 
arc  ftruck  with  the  force  of  great  genius, 
and  admirable  inventions  in  the  fciences 
and  arts ;  to  others  nothing  appears  fo  ex- 
cellent as  the  power  of  eloquence,  which 
commands  the  minds  of  men ;  others  ad- 
mire military  courage,  and  the  glory  of  the 
conquerors  of  the  earth.  Among  all  thefe, 
few  are  to  be  found  who  are  ftruck  with 
the  glory  of  a  perfect  moral  charafter,  uni- 
formly fupported  under  every  circumftance 
of  difgrace  and  diftrefs;  though  this  be 
more  fingular  and  extraordinary  than  any 
of  the  former,  and  much  more  admirable. 

But, 
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But,  to  relifli  this  properly,  a  certain  degree 
of  purity  of  heart  is  neceflary.  Jefus, 
though  he  pretended  to  no  eloquence^ 
though  he  publiftied  no  inventions,  though 
he  conquered  no  kingdoms,  though  he  was 
ftript  of  all  the  glare  of  worldly  grandeur 
and  magnificence,  was  yet  great  in  his  own 
greatnefs,  in  his  own  matchlefs  goodnefs 
and  worth,  which,  whether  it  be  or  be  not 
admired  by  men,  flxines,  with  real  and  cver- 
lafting  glory,  in  the  fight  of  God. 

2.  Another  caufe  of  inattention  to  the 
excellence  of  the  character  of  Chrift,  is  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  degree  of,  fpiritual  dif- 
cernment,  even  in  thofe  who  are  not  void 
of  all  tafte  for  true  worth, 

3,  The  want  of  tafte  for  the  true  fim- 
plicity  of  writing,  to  be  found  in  the  naked 
relations  of  the  honeft  unlearned  Evange- 
lifts,  and  a  kind  of  juvenile  tafte  for  orna- 
ment* 

Laftly,  The  minds  of  men  have  been 
drawh  away  from  attending  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  dieir  too  clofe 
attention  to  metaphyfical  fyftems  of  reli- 
gion, and  their  too  violent  zeal  for  the  dif- 
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dnguifhing  tenets  of  parties.  Difputes  about 
thcfe  have  divided  the  friends  of  Chriftian- 
ity^  and  given  its  enemies  occafion  to  tri- 
umph. Had  the  laft  taken  their  views  of 
Chriftianity  from  its  original  records,  and 
particularly  from  the  difcourfes  and  life  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  they  would  have  found  little 
to  /ay  againft  it  j  they  would  have  found 
it  difficult  to  render  their  writings  plaufible^ 
even  to  a  fup^rficial  underftanding  *. 

In  place  of  the  Lectures  on  the  Evi- 
dences of  Chriftianity,  Dr.  Leechman  de- 
livered every  fecond  year  his  Ledures  on 
the  Compojition  of  Sermons.  To  give  a 
ftranger  a  proper  idea  of  thefe  may  lead 
to  too  great  a  detail.  Some  of  the  beft 
rules  of  Ariftotle,  Cicero,  Quintilian,  and 
other  ancient  rhetoricians,  in  as  far  as  they 
could  be  adapted  to  this  fpecies  of  oratory, 

^  See  tbe  rentiments  of  thb  laft  LeAure  detailed  at  great- 
er length  than  is  here  attempted,  and  perhaps  with  more 
dignity  and  energy,  by  Dr.  MacgiII>  in  his  valuable  prac- 
tical Eilay  on  the  Death  of  Chrift,  page  184—187.  H« 
there  takes  occafion,  in  a  note,  to  pay  a  commend^ible  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  and  refpedl  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Leech- 
man,  and  to  mark,  by  a  few  maderly  ilrok^s,  his  diftin* 
guiihing  character  as  a  theological  teacher. 

Vol.  I.  E  together 
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togetfcef  ^ith  many  others  drawn  from  c** 
periencc  or  ptadice,  were  brought  undef 
the  view  of  the  ftudents^  in  ftich  a  man- 
ner, a&  could  fcarce  fail  to  correfl:  the  moft 
common  errors  young  people  are  apt  to 
fall  into,  and  to  direct  and  affift  the  ef- 
forts of  their  own  geniiis,  in  what  was  ta 
be  their  principal  employment  through 
Hfe. 

After  a  general  Ledure  on  the  definition 
and  divifions  which  the  ancients  have  givea 
of  oratory,  and  marki-ng  how  far  thefe  are 
applicable  to  putprt  difcourfes,  he  propofed 
fo  confidery 

L  The  more  matcriat  or  eflential  parts^ 
of  the  difcourfe. 

II.  Th^  more  circumftantial  parts  of  it^ 
the  drefs  and  ornaments,,  the  language  and 
eompofition.     And, 

III.  The  complexion  and  temper  of  mind^ 
with  which  difcourfes  defigned  for  the  in- 
ftrudion  of  mankind  ought  both  to  be' 
compofed  and  delivered. 

I.  He  began  the  firft  head  with  laying 
down  feme  rules  for  the  choice  of  a  fubjedl  r 
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that  it  be  fuch  a  one  as  the  preacher  fully 
underftood  *. — That  all  abftrufe  and  meta- 
pbyfical  fubjefls  were  to  be  avoided,  and 
all  the  abftrad  and  difputed  points  of  fpe- 
culative   theology;  that  plain   and  ufeful 
fubje^s  were  to  be  chofen,   and  that  to 
difcourfe  on  thefe  in  a  plain  and  affeding 
manner,  difcovered  more  genius  and  judg- 
•ment  than  appeared  in  metaphyfical  difqui- 
fitions. — That  the  difcourfesof  a  preacher  of 
the  Gofpel  ought  to  be  Cbri/lian^  or  have 
fome  relation  to  that  great  Mafter  whofe 
name  he  bears ;  that  to  preach  any  part  of 
the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  to  preach 
Chrift. — ^That  a  plain  text  of  Scripture  ought 
to  be  chofen,  which  would  eafily  and  na- 
turally exhibit  the  fubjedt,  and  exhibit  it 
in  the  fame  point  of  view  in  which  we  in- 
tend to  confider  it. 

After  this,  he  enquired  what  was  the 
proper  defign  of  an  Introdudion ;  explained 
at  confiderable  length,  and  applied  to  pulpit 
oratory,  the   admirable  rules  or  cautions 

*  Samite  materiam  veftrisy  qai  fcribuis^  sequam 
Viribus  ;  ct  verfate  dia,  quid  fcrrc  recufcnc 
Quid  valcant  humeri.  Hor. 

£  z  laid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


51  THELIFEOF 

laid  down  by  Cicero  *  about  thie  Exof- 
dium,  and  added  one  or  two  more.  Then, 
agreeably  to  the  three  great  ends  of  public 
fpeaking  propofed  by  the  ancient  Rhetori- 
cians, he  divided  the  principal  part,  or  mat- 
ter of  the  difcourfe,  into  three  branches, 
which  he  did  not,  however,  mean  fliould 
be  all  introduced  and  kept  diftin£t  in  every 
difcourfc.  It  might  be  complete  if  it  con- 
fided of  two,  or  even  of  one  of  them. 

1.  The  information  of  the  underftanding 
by  the  Explication  of  the  fubjcdt. 

2.  The  convidtion  of  the  judgment  by 
the  Reafoning  or  Argumentative  part  of  the 
Difcourfe.     And, 

3.  Tlie  jnoving  the  Paffions  or  AffeSions. 
f .'  The  firft  he  fhewed  to  be  a  matter 

of  great  importance,  and  advifed  his  pu^ 
pils  to  look  into  the  context,  in  order  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt,  in  the  fame 
point  of  view  in  which  it  flood  in  the  fa- 
cred  writings.  He  divided  fubjefts  into 
Jimple  and  complex.  Some  were  fo  very 
(imple  and  clear,  as  not  to  need  any  expli- 
cation ;  others  might  need  fome  definition  or 

*  In  his  book  De  Inventiont. 

dcfcrip- 
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defcription.  The  fubjedt  might  be  dif- 
tiBguifhed  from  any  thing  that  had  a  na'^ 
tural  connexion  with  it ;  for  inftance,  meek- 
nefs  from  forgivenefe :  or  it  might  be  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  any  thing  that  had  an 
artificial  connexion  with  it,  in  confequence 
of  the  aflbciation  of  ideas,  the  prejudices 
and  paflions  of  men.  Examples  of  this 
ivere  given,  in  the  diftinftion  between  a  ra- 
tional fear  of  God,  and  a  dark  fuperftitious 
fear ;  between  indignation  againft  vice,  and 
a  zeal  for  our  own  tenets;  between  ambi- 
tion, and  the  love  of  fame ;  emulation,  and 
envy ;  humility,  and  meannefs  of  fpiritt  A 
fuhjed  thus  diftinguilhed  might  be-  illuf^ 
trated  in  different  ways ;  by  an  apt  limili- 
tude  reprefenting  it  to  the  imagination ;  by 
comparing  it  with  fomething,  clearer  than 
itfelf,  which  it  refembles ;  by  contraft ;  efpe* 
cially  by  exhibiting  it  as  it  appears  in  real 
life,  in  men  of  different  charaSers,  or  in 
different  circumftanccs  and  lituations. 

In  the  divifion  of  complex  fubjedts,  he 
dire£ted  us  fcrupuloufly  to  follow  the  or- 
der of  nature,  and  fhowed  the  great  im- 
portance of  this.  He  concluded  with  point- 
E  3  ing 
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ing  out  the  ncceffity  of  a  general  and  par- 
ticular knowledge  of  the  fubje£t,  and  of 
poflefling  a  fincere  defire  to  inftruft;  and 
warmly  recommending  thefe,  as  the  beft 
means  of  fucceeding  in  this  branch  of  com- 
pofition. 

2.  The  fecond  branch,  viz.  the  Rea-r 
foning  part  of  the  difeourfe,  he  diftinguifli^ 
ed  from  the  ^r/fy  and  efpecially  from  the 
Iqfil  (hewing,  by  a  variety  of  examples, 
that  the  confiderations  fuited  to  convince 
the  judgment,  and  to  move  the  affedions;^ 
are  quite  diftinifl:  or  different  in  their  own 
nature,  though  very  often  confounded  tOr 
gether,  both  in  printed  and  written  fer- 
mons,  under  one  general  head  of  Motives^ 
He  mentioned  /ome  fubjeds  which  do  not 
admit  of  reafoning,  fuch  as  the  drawing 
of  eharaders,  and  very  evident  truths, 
iVhicli  needed,  however,  to  be  placed  in  2^ 
ftrlkinglight,  inorder  to  revive  and  ftrength- 
cn  the  impreflions  of  them.  But  in  tbe. 
mojl part  of  i\xh]tdiSy  this  is  an  important 
branch.  His  rules  were  fuch  as  thefe : 
that  the  arguments  be  adapted  to  the  fubr 
je<3:  as  explained,  and  if  a  complex  fub- 
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jc<a,  adapted  to  the  different  parts  of  it  ;— 
that  they  fliould  be  propofed  in  their  na- 
tural order  ;--that  the  plaineft  and  ftrongcft 
ought  to  be  feleded  ;  and  if  any  others  are 
admitted,  they  ought  not  to  occupy  a  prin- 
cipal ftation  in  the  difeourfe,  ought  not  to 
appear  either  in  the  firft  or  laft  place,  and 
no  more  fhould  be  employed  than  were 
fufficient  to  produce  the  intended  effed; 
few  reafoners  knowing  when  to  Hop* 

He  diftinguiflied  here  between  convict 
tlon  and  perfuajion.  The  firft  confifted 
merely  in  placing  before  the  mind  fuch  ar- 
guments as  would  extort  its  affent.  The 
laft  included  alfo  the  employing  all  honeft 
methods  of  rendering  the  fubjed  agreeable 
to  the  hearers.  He  fhewed  the  importance 
of  this  on  moral  and  religious  fubjefb.  He 
touched  upon  fome  things  which  enter  in^ 
to  the  art  of  perfuafion ;  fuch  as,  an  agree- 
able voice;  a  proper  pronunciation  and  gcf^ 
ture ;  the  beautifying,  enlivening,  and  en- 
forcing the  reasoning  by  chafte  ftrokes  of 
fancy,  efpecially  by  infinuating  addreffes  to 
the  hearers;  bydifcovering  a  tender  concern 
fortheirbeftinterefts;  by  avoidingaay  ftrokes 
t  4  of 
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of  raillery,  any  pride  or  contempt  of  their 
opinions,  how  ridiculous  foever  they  might 
be";  by  an  habitual  attention  to  their  no-r 
tions  and  views  of  things;  by  making  pro- 
per allowances  for  their  prejudices,  and  by 
entering  into  them  with  a  kit^d  of  fyni-r 
pathy* 

3.  The  third  and  laft  effential  divifion 
of  public  fpeaking  which  he  confidered, 
was,  the  means  of  moving  the  heart,  which  he 
faid  might  be  taken  either  in  a  larger  fenfe, 
for  raifmg  in  the  mind  a  calm  efteem  of  any 
virtue,  branch  of  fcience,  or  other  valuable 
accomplifliment ;  or,  in  a  ftrifter  fenfe,  foy 
raifing  the  paflions  and  affedions  of  love, 
gratitude,  joy,  grief,  hope,  fear,  pity, 
indignation,  hatred ;  and  thus  bringing 
the  principles  or  fp rings  of  human  action 
into  immediate  exercife.  His  direftions  on 
this  head  were  fuch  as  thefe:  that  the 
preacher  fhould  confider  whether  his  fub- 
je£t  admitted  of  paffion  or  warmth; — that 
he  fhould  fet  before  the  minds  of  his 
hearers  the  motives  or  confiderations  natu- 
rally fuited  to  raife  the  particular  paffion 
px  affe<3;ion  of  heart  he  intended  to  raife ;— : 
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and  that  no  pafEon  was  to  be  raifed  in  any 
other  way,  than  by  its  own  peculiar  mo- 
tives. He  diftinguilhed  between  painting 
to  the  imagination,  and  moving  the  heart. 
The  laft  might  be  often  rooft  iuccefsfuUy 
done  in  the  fimpleft  language  poffible.  He 
fliewed,  however,  the  power  of  a  warm  or 
of  a  vigorous  imagination  in  heightening 
the  paflions,  by  placing  the  motives  di- 
re<fily  fuited  to  raife  them  in  a  ftronger 
light  than  they  would  have  otherwife  ap- 
peared to  the  mind.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  marked  the  danger,  the  great  danger, 
of  too  much  imagery,  and  even  of  inter- 
yreaving  any  thing  foreign  with  the  im- 
mediate motives,  any  thing  which  has 
not  a  direct  tendency  to  excite  or  heighten 
the  feeling  intended  to  be  raifed.  He  in- 
iifled,  with  Horace,  that  the  fpeaker  fliould 
be  firft  moved  himfelf  before  he  can  move 
others,  and  that  his  feelings  all  along  fhould 
correfpond  with  theirs;  that  be  ought  to 
begin  modeftly,  when  tbey  are  calm,  and 
rife  gradually  into  all  the  ardour  of  elo- 
quence* 

He 
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He  reprefcnted  the  railing  proper  reli* 
gious  afFedions  and  feelings,  as  the  mod 
agreeable  part  of  a  preachers  duty,  the 
exercife  of  moft  of  them  being  highly 
pleafing ;  and  that  the  more  of  this  emo^ 
tion  animated  a  difcourfe,  the  more  inte- 
refting  it  would  be,  if  not  alfo  the  mora 
improving.  At  the  fame  time,  he  reprc* 
fented  the  raiting  the  paflioiis  as  a  work  of 
great  difficulty  and  delicacy.  He  account* 
ed  for  the  fucccfs  of  fome,  who  had  no 
great  art  or  talents  for  oratory,  and  ye% 
feemed  able  to  raife  and  lead  the  paiEon^ 
of  their  hearers  at  their  pleafure.  It  was 
eafy  to  ftrike  in  with  reigning  prejudices,' 
but  exceedingly  difficult  to  corredt  them : 
it  was  eafy  to  gratify  a  prevailing  humour  j 
to  heighten  paflions  already  too  ftrong, 
which  needed  to  be  lowered:  to  flatter 
men's  vanity  and  felf-love,  as  if  t/jtir  re-» 
ligious  tenets  were  the  only  right  ones^ 
and  to  lead  them  to  defpife  and  hate  others  i 
but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  raife  in  their 
hearts  a  fupreme  love  of  God  and  man- 
Icind,  the  love    of  truth,    equity,    virtue, 
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ind  other  feelings  which  would  lead  them 
to  Uvcfohcrlj^  righttoujly^  and  godly  in  the 
world.  Here  he  took  occafion  to  fhow, 
that  it  was  often  a  preacher^s  duty  to  allay 
a  pafHon^  to  control  and  change  it  from 
an  improper  to  a  proper  objedlj  and  he 
fuggefted  the  general  topics  or  means  of 
doing  it. 

After  this  he  confidered  the  Conclujion 
of  a  difcourfe,  which  ought  to  be  different, 
according  to  the  fubje^t  handled  in  it.     If 
the  chief  defign  of  the  difcourfe  had  been 
to  illuftrate  or  prove  fome  religious  truth, 
the  moft  natural  conclufion  fcems   to   be 
Corollaries  or  Inferences.     Thefe,  however, 
are  generally  bed  placed  in  that  part  of  the 
difcourfe  where  the  truth  of  them  will  heft 
appear,  or  the  force  of  them  be  moft  felt. 
If  the  principal  'defign  has  been  to  fhow 
the  excellence  or  importance  of  fome  vir- 
tue, or  to  raife  fome  particular  affedion ; 
then  the  conclufion  ought  to  be  a  Recapi^ 
tulation  of  the  principal  arguments,  or  of. 
the   principal    motives,    coUeded   in   one 
ftrong  point  of  view,  and  urged  with  the 
V^hole  accumulated  weight.    He  confidered 
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what  18  called  an  Application^  as  one  of  the 
propereft  conclufions  in  many  cafes^  viz. 
the  adapting  the  general  topics  infiftcd  on 
in  the  difcourfc,  in  a  warm  and  mafterly 
manner,  to  the  particular  charadlers  and 
fituations  of  the  different  hearers. 

His  rules  and  obfervations  on  every 
branch  of  this  cxtenfive  fubjeft  were  illuf- 
trated  by  a  rich  variety  of  pertinent  exam- 
ples, chiefly  original  *,  which  not  only  gave 
a  perfectly  clear  idea  of  the  fault  he  meant 
to  corred,  or  the  pradice  he  meant  to  in-» 
.culcate,  but  alfo  furniflied  excellent  hints 
for  compofing  fermons  on  the  particular 
fubjeds  of  religion  from  which  the  exam-» 
pie  was  drawn. 

He  concluded  this  firft  head  with  fug- 
gefting  the  General  Preparation  neceflary 
for  fucceedihg  in  the  work  of  compofition : 
vi%.  the  laying  in  a  proper  ftock  of  know- 
ledge and  materials  in  our  own  minds :  and 
acquiring  the  ability  of  making  the  befl:  ufe 
of  our  materials,  of  arranging  and  apply- 
ing them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  bed  to  an^? 

*  /.  r.  df^wn  from  his  owq  coxnpofiilons* 
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fwer  one  or   more  of  the  three  principal 
ends  of  public  fpeaking  which  we  have  ia 
view.     For  both  thefe  purpofes,  he  recom- 
mended deep  Meditation  on  every  one  of 
the  great  fubjeds  of  religion  ;  the  reading 
of  thofe  books  which  contain  the  greateft 
Variety  of  rich    materials  ;  above  all,  the 
holy   fcriptures,  which    contain   a   greater 
variety  of  moral  fentiments  than  any  other 
book  in  the  world,    paflages  of  which  may 
be   introduced,   not   only  in   the  way   of 
proof  and  illuftration,  but  of  embellifhment 
to  a  difcourfe : — The  reading  alfo  the  beft 
books  of  the  ancient  moralifts  :-^the  know- 
ledge of  logic ;  of  the  human  underftand*- 
ing,  and  the  beft  methods  of  reaching  it 
by  the  power  of  conviftion  and  perfuafion : 
— ^the  knowledge  of  the  human  heart ;  its 
various  paffions  ;  the  original  intentions  of 
the  Author  of  Nature  in  them  ;  their  moft 
common  deviations  from  their  right  ob- 
jeds,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  methods  of 
bringing  them  back*     Efpecially  the  know- 
ledge of  the  world  or  of  real  life,   which 
would  teach  us   the   different    fprings  or 
principles  from  which  men  adt,  the  work- 
ings 
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ing?$  of  felf-deceit — the  windings  of  tlie 
human  heart :  thus  we  (hould  be  able  to 
paint  manners,  and  delineate  to  the  con- 
viftion  of  our  hearers  their  own  real  cha- 
raders*  Our  Saviour  himfelf,  in  his  dif- 
courfes  and  parables,  has  exhibited  very 
ftriking  pidures  of  the  living  manners  of 
mankind. 

This  firft  head,  of  which  I  have  given 
an  imperfed  Iketch,  comprehended  above 
two  thirds  of  the  whole  Ledures. 

IL  The  fecond  head  was  fhort,  concern* 
ing  the  language  and  ornaments  of  the 
difcourfe.  Of  his  Ledures  on  this  exhauft^ 
ed  fubjed,  I  ftiall  only  mention  the  rules 
or  dircdions  he  gave  for  forming  a  right 
ftyle.  I.  Clofe  thought*  on  the  fubjed* 
2.  That  we  fhould  learn,  in  writing  or 
compofing,  to  ftick  fcrupuloufly  to  nature; 
to  defcribe  and  paint  things  juft  as  they  are 
in  themfelves :  without  this,  there  can  be 
no  true  eloquence.  3.  That  we  fhould 
,  learn  to  corred  our  inward  man ;  a  florid 
imagination,  a  fajfe  tafte  for  happinefs,  a 

♦  Scribcndi  rc£te,  fapere  eft  ct  principium  ct  fons : 
Vcrbaque  provifam  rem  non  in  vita  icquentur.    Hor, 
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low  defire  of  applaufe.  Without  this,  he 
fkid,  our  compofitions  could  never  have 
that  gravity,  ferioufnefs,  and  carneftnefs 
of  manner,  which  they  ought  to  have. 
4*  That  we  fliould  accuftom  ourfelvesto 
frequent  compoiition,  which  would  foon 
render  it  eafy  and  pleafant ;  for  no  exer- 
cife  could  be  more  pleafant  than  to  bring 
forth  truth,  and  clothe  it  in  proper  hn- 
guage.  5-  After  we  have  read  and  medi- 
tated on  a  fubjedt,  we  fliould  accuftom 
ourfelves  to  yield  our/elves  up  to  the  force 
of  our  own  genius,  without  borrowing  or 
tranfcribing  from  the  writings  of  others. 
Here  the  pleafure  of  being  originals  was 
ftrongly  inculcated,  as  well  as  the  utility 
of  it.  It  would  abridge  one  half  of  the 
labour  of  our  lives.  6.  That  we  ought 
generally  to  follow,  in  our  ftyle,  the  na- 
tural bent  of  our  genius;  and,  in  fomc 
cafes,  to  endeavour  to  aflift  and  ftrcngthea 
nature.  7.  That  we  fliould  be  at  very 
great  pains  to  accommodate  our  ftyle  to 
\\\t  capacities  of  our  hearers,  and  to  avoid 
the  abfurdity  of  fpeaking  in  a  learned  or 
philofophical  ftyle  before  a  common  au- 
dience. 
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diencc.  And  laftly.  That  our  ftylc  flioul^ 
be  accommodated  to  the  different  fubjedd 
we  fpeak  upon,  and  even  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  fame  fubjeft* 

III.  His  third  and  laft  genferal  head  was. 
The  complexion,  and  temper  of  mindj  with 
which  difcourfes  intended  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  mankind  ought  to  be  both  com- 
pofed  and  delivered.  With  refpedt  to  the 
firft  of  thefe,  I  fhall  only  mention  the  few 
advices  he  gave  at  the  beginning,  without 
attempting  to  abridge  the  many  excellent 
things  he  threw  out,  relative  to  the  pecu- 
liar charaderiftical  temper  and  behaviour 
becoming  ftudents  of  theology,  as  advocates 
for  virtue  and  religion.  He  began  with 
recommending  to  them  a  conftant  effort  to 
form  themfelves  to  a  certain  fenfibility  of 
heart;  and,  as  the  means  of  improving 
this,  he  recommended  a  diligent  perufal 
of  the  works  of  fuch  writers  as  had  the 
greateft  power  over  the  human  mind. — Fre- 
quent contemplation  on  fuch  objed^s  as 
were  great  and  interefting  in  their  own  na- 
ture.— The  avoiding  of  every  thing  unfa- 
vourable to  this  fenfibility,  particularly  a 
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t6o  minute  attention  to  metaphyfical  dif- 
putes  in  philofophy,  and  to  party  difputes 
m  religioni  2.  A  ftrong  fcnfe  of  what  is 
fit^  decent,  or  becoming.  3.  An  unfeigned 
and  hearty  defire  of  doing  good,  by  com- 
municating important  inftrudtion  to  oiir 
hearers,  which  would  cut  off  all  fuperfi- 
cial  ornaments^  and  all  vain  defires  of  ap- 
plaufe.  This  ardoUr  to  do  good  ought  not 
only  to  exift  in  our  minds,  but  to  be  vifi- 
ble  in  oundifcourfes ;  and  ought  to  re- 
prefs  all  appearances  of  felf-fufficiency  and 
contempt  of  any  clafs  of  our  hearers  j  for 
that  the  meanefl:  of  mankind  had  a  certain 
inftiniSive  power  of  difcerning  thefe  things* 
He  fuggefted  fome  fine  confiderations  to 
awaken  tendernefs  for  others;  that,  even 
independent  of  its  influence  on  our  dif- 
courfes,  it  was  an  amiable  and  proper  tem- 
per in  itfelf.— That  it  was  only  after  a  long 
courfe  of  ftudy  that  we  ourfelves  were 
able  to  attain  to  any  juft  and  accurate  Mo- 
tions of  things. — That  no  perfon  remained 
willingly  in  an  error. — That  there  was  ge- 
nerally a  mixture  of  truth  and  falfehood  in 
the  prejudices  of  mankind  j  and  that  the 
Vol.  T.  F  firft 
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firft  ought  to  be  carefully  diftingtiiflicdy 
and  fully  acknowledged,  which  would 
greatly  facilitate  orur  attempts  to  corred  the 
laft,  4-  That  We  ought  to  avoid  the  op- 
pofite  extremes  of  credulity  and  fcepticifm^ 
The  firft  would  hurt  us  in  the  judgment 
of  the  diiccrning  part  of  <>ur  hearers :  the 
kft  had  miferable  efTe^s  in.deadening  fome' 
of  the  heft  feelings  of  the  mind.  Andy 
laftly,  That  we  fhould  Endeavour  to  ac- 
qtlire  a  kind  of  authority,  viz.  the  autho- 
rity of  wifdom  and  virtue,  by  pfeferving 
an  entire  blameleflhefs  of  manners,  main- 
taining a  certain  decency  and  dignity  of 
charafter  ;  by  a  ftridi  command  over  our 
own  minds,  and  a  conftant  firmnefs  inr 
what  is  right. 

Beiides  his  Leftures  on  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity,  and  on  compofition,  Dr. 
Leechman  introduced  among  his  contro- 
verfial  ones  feveral  other  trains  of  Leftures 
very  improving  to  his  ftudents,  particu- 
larly a  fet  OH  the  Imw  of  Mofe^^  and  tbt 
Civil  and  Religious^  Conjlitution  of  the  If^ 
radius  j  exhibiting  it  in  a  juft  and  rational 
light,   and  vindicating  it  from  the  ebjec-* 
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tiohs  bf  the  adverfaries  of  revelation, 
founded  bii  a  fuperficial  knowledge  of  it. 
Another  fet  he  gave,  which  I  never  heard, 
on  Ihe  Excellence  of  the  Scriptures^  efpeci- 
ally  the  writings  of  the  Old  Teftament ; 
the  iihgiilar  and  valuable  knowledge  which 
they  fumifh  to  mankind  beyond  all  other 
writings ;  the  minner  in  which  they  en- 
force virtue  and  religion  j  the  beauties  of 
particular  parts  of  them,  &c.  The  chief 
defign  df  thefe  laft  lectures  was  to  awaken 
the  curiofity  and  ardour  of  young  minds, 
and  incite  them  to.ftudy  thoroughly  the 
(acred  books; 


Doctor  Leechman  coiitmued  in  the 
theological  chair  feventeen  years,  cutting 
off,  from  time  to  time,  fuch  parts  of  his 
ledures  as  werfe  leaft  valuable ;  enriching 
them  with  fomething  new  or  more  im- 
portant, fuggefted  by  the  train  of  reading 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  or  by  his  own 
fertile  mind:  efpecially  vindicating  and 
cftablifhing  the  grand  truths  of  natural 
F  2  and 
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and  revealed  religion  againft  the  principal 
objedions  made  to  thena  by  Mr.  Hume^ 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  Voltaire,  and  othef 
fceptical  writers,  whofe  books  made  their 
firft  appearance  during  that  period,  and, 
from  the  literary  reputation  of  the  authors, 
attraded  more  of  the  public  attention  than 
they  deferved.  Dr.  Leechman  was  indeed 
qualified,  beyond  moft  men,  to  be  a  fuccefs- 
ful  teacher  and  defender  of  truth.  His  love 
of  it  was  pure  and  warm :  yet  this  gene- 
rous w^armth  was  ftridlly  guarded  by  the 
modefty  of  his  own  mind,  and  never  be- 
trayed him  into  any  harfli  or  indecent  lan- 
guage towards  thofe  whofe  opinions  he 
could  not  but  confider  as  hoftile  to  truth, 
and  to  the  beft  interefts  of  mankind.  He 
was  as  free,  as  any  man  I  ever  knew,  from 
bigotry,  or  an  improper  attachment  to  any 
fyftems  of  Theology  or  Philofophy,  that  of 
Hutchefon  his  beloved  friend  rK)t  excepted. 
He  was,  to  all  appearance,  equally  candid 
with  the  juftly-admired  Lardner:  and 
though  his  reading  or  learning  was  consi- 
derably inferior  to  that  prodigy  of  know- 
ledge, yet  it  was  ftill  very  extenfive,  efpe- 
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elally  in  the  HiRorical,  Moral,  and  Theolo- 
gical branches.     He  had  perhaps  more  ori- 
ginal   genius,    and    force    of    mind  than 
Lardner.     He  had   a  moft  remarkable  ta- 
lent pf  feleding  what  was  moft  important 
or    moft    ftriking    on    every  fubjed:    he 
handled ;  fo  that  his  arguments  were  never 
fpecious,  but  folid  j  not  founded  on  fpecu- 
lations,  but  fads  ;  urged,  at  the  fam^  time, 
with  a  degree  of  warmth  which  carried  the 
hearers  along  with  him  ;    for  they  were 
addrefled  equally  to  the  judgment  and  to 
the  heart.     In  fine,  the  exertipn  of  thefe 
diftinguifhcd   talents   was   ftimulated    and 
heightened  by  a  fpirit  of  manly  devotion, 
which  he  never  concealed,  but  gave  way 
to  on  all  proper  occ^fions :  ai\d  though  the 
effedls  of  this  were  tranfient  on  many,  yet 
it  left  fuch  imprefTions  on  fomc  minds  as 
will  never  be  entirely  effaced. 

Dr.  Leechman's  fame  and  fuccefs  as  a 
Teacher  was  fuch,  as  might  be  expedted 
from  fuch  talents  and  virtues.  The  firft 
prejudices  raifed  againft  him  were  foon 
forgotten.  The  Divinity  Hall  At  Glafgow 
F  3  w  as 
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was  crowded  in  his  time  with  a  greater 
number  of  fcholars  than  any  other  in  Scbt- 
land.  His  labours  there  contributed  to  en- 
creafe  the  riling  reputation  of  that  Univer- 
fity,  and  (|id  eminent  feryice  to  ^he  Church; 
efpecially  by  infpiring  young  minds  with 
an  ardpur  for  truth,  cherifhing  a  fpirit  of 
inquiry  after  it,  and  diffufing  rational  and 
liberal  fentiments  of  Religion  in  that  corner 
of  the  country.  Even  the  young  mei^ 
defigned  for  the  miniftry  among  the  Se- 
f  eders,  who  are  cQnfidered  as  the  moft  ri-- 
gid  k€t  in  Scotland,  attended  Dr.  Leech- 
man's  ledures  in  confiderable'  numbers ; 
and  thus  manifefted  a  third  for  know-, 
ledge,  and  a  liberality  of  mind,  which  did 
them  much  honour.  Many  ingenious; 
young  men 'from  England  ai^d  Ireland  at- 
tended his  ledures,  aqd  improved  under 
his  tuition,  feveral  qf  yrhom  have  fince 
diftinguilhed  themfelves  both  among  thq 
Diflenters  an^  in  the  Church,  His  nume- 
rous fcholars;  however  they  might  differ 
^n  their  fentiments  of  fpeculative  theology 
and  church  government,  were  all  cordially 
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united  in  their  affedion  and  veaeration  for 
their  old  Mafter,  imbibed  eariy,  and  retain-* 
cdto  the  laft. 

In  the  ftimmer  1744,  Mr*  Lecchman 
rode  to  London  in  company  with  his  firft 
pupil  Mr.  Geddes,  then  in  a  very  declin-* 
ing  date  of  heajth.  Their  ftay  was  but 
0iort ;  yet  Mr.  Leechman  was  then  intro- 
duced to  Lardner^  Benfon,  and  other  emi- 
nent men  among  the  diffenters.  His  ac- 
quaintance with  Dr.  price  commenced  af- 
terw^ds,  with  whom  he  correfponded  oc- 
cafionally.  Their  mutual  and  very  fincere 
friendfliip  continued  through  life.  After 
Mr.  Geddes's  death,  Mr.  Leechman  revifed 
his  papers,  and  publifhed  in  the  year  1 748 
his  Pofthumous  Eflay  on  th^  Compofttion 
and  Manner  of  Writing  of  the  Ancients  ^  ef 
fccially  Plfltp  ;  a  book  which  deferves  to  be 
better  known  among  fcholars,  than  I  ima- 
gine it  is.  That  young  gentleman  ventured 
to  attack  Warburton,  then  in  the  ?enith 
of  his  glory,  and  to  cxpofe^fome  of  his 
^ciful  opinions  rpfpeding  Plato,  by  many 
juft  critijcifms,  milled  with  a  pleafant  vein 
pf  good  humour. 
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To  Mr.  Leechman's  advice  and  affiftance 
the  world  are  indebted  for  a  ftill  more  va*? 
luable  prefent — ^  Sj^em  of  Moral  Pbilo^ 
fophy  by  Dr.  Hutchefon^  publiftied  from 
his  original  MSS.  by  his  fon  in  the  year 
1 755.  To  this  Dr.  Leechman  prefixed  a 
large  account  of  the  life^  writings^  and 
character  of  the  author.  Though  the  pic^ 
tiire  is  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a  friend,  and 
is  a  very  beautiful  one,  thofe  who  were 
beft  acquainted  with  the  original^  know  that 
it  is  not  too  flattering ; — that  it  is  drawn 
with  lingular  modefty,  fimplicity,  and  fide- 
lity, and  no  feature  exaggerated  beyond 
the  life.  Some  time  before  the  laft  publi- 
cation, the  Univerfity  had  conferred  on  him 
the  degree  of  Dodor  in  Divinity. 

In  May  1757,  Dr.  Leechman  was  chofen 
Moderator  of  the  General  Aflembly,  and 
next  year  opened  their  meeting  with  a  fer- 
mon  on  The  Wtfdom  of  God  in  the  Chrif-. 
tian  Revelation^  which  was  afterwards 
printed.  It  contains  a  greater  variety  of 
uncommon  and  ftriking  obfervations  on 
the  fubjed,  than  are  to  be  found  in  any 
other  publication  of  the  fame  fize.     The 

advices 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DR.    LEECHMAN.  7J 

fidvices  to  the  clergy,  at  the  end  of  the 
fermon,  are  conneded  with  thf:  fubjed, 
and  varied  from  the  train  of  the  Synod 
fermon, 

■-  Dr.  Leechman  was  flender  in  his  make, 
but   had  firm  nerves,  and  a  ftrong,  clear, 
"Commanding  voice.      His  health  was  on 
the  whole  good,  but  needed  the  guard  of 
ftrid:  temperance  and  exercife  during  the 
fummer  months  ;  and  was  withal,  at  times, 
fo  precarious  as  to  alarm  his  friends,     la 
his  youth  he  was  thought  to  be  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  a  confumption,  and  recovered  be- 
yond expedlation.     At  Glafgow,   he   was 
fubjedt  to  frequent  coughs,  which  did  not 
however  prevent  him  from  ftudying  hard, 
and  teaching  conftantly;  till  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1759,  when  his  cough 
encreafed,    accompanied  with    hedic    fits. 
This  ended  in  his  fpitting  up  an  impoft- 
hume  from  his  breaft.     During  this  illnefs 
he  taught  as  long  as   he  was  able,  in  the 
public  hall,  and  afterwards  in  a  large  room 
in  his  own  houfe,  till  he  was  forced  to  flop 
in  the  middle  of  a  Ledure:  yet  he  ftill 
continued  to  meet  with  his  ftudents  and 
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to  hear  their  difcourfes,  after  he  was  unablo 
to  fpeak  to  them  longer,  than  a  few  mir 
putes  himfelf. 

In  the  beginning  of  that  fummer  hi9 
phyficians  fent  him  to  priftoL  Mrs.  Leech- 
man  and  he  fet  out  in  the  view  of  going 
by  London,  with  many  introdudory  let- 
ters ;  but  he  grew  fo  ill  on  the  rpad,  that 
it  was  thought  neceflary  to  go  to  Brifio) 
without  delay.  He  received  great  benefit 
from  the  ufe  of  the  waters,  living,  during 
the  fummer  ^nd  haryeft  months,  at  the 
village  of  CliftonThill,  where  they  met  with 
much  civility  and  ^tteptiop  firpm  fevpra^ 
gentlemen  and  clergymen  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. When  the  time  of  the  College 
Seffion  approached^  they  returned  by  Blenr 
heim,  Girencefter,  &c.  and  fp^nt  fome 
days  at  Oxford  ;  but  ijnfprtunately  favy 
few  of  the  illuftrious  men  of  leai'ning  there^ 
as  it  was  then  the  time  of  vacation  j  and 
his  ftate  of  health  not  yet  permitting  him 
to  vifit  his  friends  in  Lqndon,  he  deter- 
mined to  go  home  by  the  Weft  road.  He 
fpent  a  Sunday  at  Warrington  with  the 
late  Dr.  Taylor,  then  at    the  head  of  that 
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academy;  the  firft  time,  I  imagine,  thefe 
two  kindred  fouls  had  the  pleafure  of  meet- 
ing: but  they  were  no  ftrangers  to  one 
another,  as  they  correfponded  by  letters, 
and  the  Univcrfity  of  Glafgow  had  fent 
the  Warrington  ProfeflTor  his  degree  of 
Dodor  in  Divinity ;  a  literary  honour  to 
which  very  few  men  were  fo  well  entitled 
as  he,  though  his  great  modefty  made  him 
furprifed  at  receiving  it  without  folicita- 
tion.  In  different  places  of  England,  Dr. 
Leechman  unexpediedly  met  with  his  old 
fcholars,  who  embraced  him  with  very 
warm  feelings  of  friendlhip  and  affedion. 
On  the  whole,  his  health  was  fo  much 
ponfirmed  by  this  excurfion,  that  he  was 
able  tp  teach  regularly  during  the  two  en- 
fuing  feffipns,  not,  however,  without  fome 
flight  threatenings  of  the  return  of  his  for- 
pier  complaints. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Neil  Campbell, 
Principal  of  the  Univerfity,  Dr.  Leechman 
Vv-as  raifed  to  that  office  during  the  fummer 
1 76 1,  by  a  prefentation  from  the  king. 
For  this  laft  ftep  of  his  advancement  he 
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was  chiefly  indebted  to  Mr.  Mure,  then  one 
of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scot^- 
land,  his  old  pupil  and  intimate  friend. 
The  ftudents  of  divinity  faw  with  regret 
their  Profeflbr  removed  from  a  ftation 
where  he  had  been  fo  ufeful  to  then^ ;  yet 
they  were  happy  to  fee  him  raifed  to  vh^t 
is  the  fumrnit  of  ambition  to  a  clergyman 
in  Scotland  ;  placed  at  the  head  of  a  re- 
fpedtable  Uuiverfity,  and  in  a  fituation 
where  he  could  enjoy  olium  cum  dignitate. 
Indeed  the  ftate  of  his  health  had  been  for 
fome  time  fo  precarious,  and  he  exerted 
himfelf  in  doing  his  duty  to  others  with 
fo  much  ardour,  and  fo  much  indifference 
about  his  own  health  and  life,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  feafonable  than  this  relaxr 
ation  from  the  labour  of  public  teachings 
It  was  probably  the  principal  means  of  pro- 
longing his  valuable  life  for  five  and  twenty 
years. 

Yet  it  was  impoflible  for  a  mind  fo  con- 
fcientious  and  fo  adive  as  his  was,  to  en- 
joy much  eafe  in  his  new  ftation,  entrufted 
as  he  was  with  the  overfight,  both  of  the 
Morals  and  Literature  of  fuch  a  numerous 
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fociety ;  and  having  a  peculiar  trouble  from 
his  oflSce  with  the  fuperintendance  and  ad* 
miniftration  of  the  various  branches  of  its 
revenue,  more  complicated  and  confiderable^ 
on  the  whole,  than  that  of  the  other  Scot- 
tifti  Univerfities.  This  trouble  was  doubt- 
lefs  encreafed,  from  his  having  been  little 
accuftomed  to  bufinefs  during  his  former 
life- 

Befides,  he  did  not  confine  himfelf  to 
the  ordinary  routine  of  duty  connected 
with  his  office ;  but  entered  warmly  into 
every  fcheme  for  the  benefit  and  improve- 
ment of  the  fociety  fuggefted  by  other 
Profeflbrs,  and  profecuted  fome  fchemes 
of  his  own  fuggeftion.  He  gave  aLedure, 
for  fome  time,  once  a  week,  to  the  ftu- 
dents  of  divinity,  which  he  was  entitled 
to  do  as  Pritnarius  Profeflbr ;  and  during 
the  feffion  1763,  and  feveral  following  fef- 
fions,  he  gave  Weekly  Le(3:ures  to  the  whole 
Univerfity,  I  believe,  upon  the  Sunday 
evening,  when  they  were  difengaged  from 
their  peculiar  ftudies; — Ledures  upon  va- 
rious fubjeds,  fuch  as  the  defign  of  Aca^ 
demical  Injlitutions^  and  the  condud  in- 
cumbent 
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cumbent  both  on  the  Mafters  ahd  Scholars 
to  anfWer  this  defign  : — lipon  Self-know^ 
tedgCy  as  fubfervieiit  to  this^  as  well  as  tcf 
our  gieneral  coridu<9:  in  life: — upon  the 
Wifdom  and  Benefit  of  Early  Piety:— 
tipon  the  Excellency  of  the  Scriptures,  witK 
fome  other  Ledures  formerly  delivered  in 
the  Divinity  JHall,  and  now  sldapted  tb  a 
more  mixed  audience.  Thefe  LecSures  were 
rerhembfered  and  fpoken  of  afterwards,  as  ex- 
(cellently  calculated  to  iiifpire  young  mindg 
Ivith  an  drdour  both  for  literary  and  moral 
improvemient,  and  to  ftimulate  them  to  ftre- 
huous  exertions  iil  this  fteep  but  pleafing 
jpath  :  to  guard  thetii  againft  the  influence 
of  the  fpirit  of  fcepticifm  and  licentioufnefs^ 
Very  catching  in  the  prefcnt  age;  and  to 
jprepare  them  to  make  a  ihanly  ftand,  in 
their  riper  yearsj  for  truths  virtue,  liberty^ 
and  every  thing  important  to  mankind. 
Several  of  the  ftudents,  who  attended  thefe 
livening  Ledlures,  ftill  remember  the  deep 
impreflions  which  they  made  upon  their 
tninds  at  the  time,  the  encreafed  attach- 
tnent  to  ftudy,  and  the  exertions  excited  by 
them* 
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Thefc  Ledures  feem  not  to  have  been 
contitiUed  longer  than  the  year  1 766 ;  but 
for  more  than  ten  y^ars  after,  he  continued 
to  preach  frequently  in  the  College  Chapel 
cm  fubjeds  {)eculiarly  adapted  to  his  audi- 
ence* In  June  1767,  he  waft  called  td 
preach  before  the  Society  for  propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge  in  Scotland^  and  h^ 
publiQied  his  fermon  on  the  Excellence  of 
the  Spirit  br  Genius  of  Cbfiftianity  ai  a 
Spirit  of  Fortitudiy  of  Lbve^  and  of  a  found 
Mind }  a  difcourfe  not  inferior  to  any  of 
his  forrher  f)ublications  *. 

His  faculties  remained  in  full  vi- 
gour amidft  the  encreafing  infirmities  of* 
old  age,  and  his  taile  for  valuable  know^ 
ledge  as  acute  as  ever.  This  enabled 
him    to     be     nfeful     to     many    in    his 

•  Not  long  ifter,  a  fermdn  was  preached  before  the  Sy- 
nod of  Aberdeen,  atfd  publiihed  by  Profeflbr  Campbell  of 
that  oniTeriity,  on  the  very  fame  fabjeA,  and  frOm  th< 
fame  text,  2  Tim.  i.  7.  yet  in  the  train  of  fentimeDt  there 
it  little  or  tio  coincidence.  It  is  hard  fo  fay  which  of 
^efe  two  able  and  worthy  men  have  done  mod  juftice  to 
the  fabje^.  Dr.  C/s  difcourfe  is  addreffed  to  the  judg- 
ment, and  excels  id  juli  criticifms  on  the  N.  T.  inge- 
nioosy  deep,  and  accurate  obfervacions  On  human  nature 
and  homao  life.  Dr.  L/s  excels  in  animation^  being  more 
addreffed  to  tbe  hearts 
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private  capacity.  His  houfe  was  open  td 
ftudents  in  every  walk,  where  the  conver-^ 
fation  ufually  turned  oh  fubjeds  of  learn-^ 
ing  and  tafte^  aftd  contributed  to  their  im-* 
provement.  The  ftudents  of  theology  he 
naturally  confidered  as  riiofe  under  his  pa-^ 
tronage  than  the  reft  ;  and  he  laid  himfelf 
out  to  be  cfpecially  ufeful  to  fuch  of  them^ 
as  chofe  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with 
him,  by  drawing  them  out  into  an  eafy 
unreferved  convcirfation,  tending  to  opea 
and  enlarge  their  minds ;  by  directing  the 
courlc  of  their  reading  ;  and  freely  giving 
them  advice,  with  a  candour  and  perfuafive 
warmth  in  fome  fort  peculiar  to  himfelf. 

When  he  found,  in  ftudents  of  this  liiie^ 
fparks  of  real  genius  and  fterling  worth, 
ready  to  be  extinguifhed  by  the  cold  frowns 
of  poverty  and  negled:,  fuch  ftudents  he 
cheriflied  with  the  care  of  a  fond  parent ; 
affifiing  them  in  the  profecution  of  their 
ftudies,  not  only  by  his  advice  but  his 
money,  his  books,  his  intereft  to  obtain 
for  them  the  burfaries  of  the  univerfity, 
and  his  recommendations  to  fuch  as  were 
able  to  provide  for  them  according  to  their 
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tncrit :  yet  his  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  in  this 
way  was  not  wide.  He  was  however  per- 
fooally  acquainted  with  a  few  men  of  rank 
in  his  own  country^  and  lived  in  habits  of 
intimacy  with  fome  of  them  ;  and  his  fta* 
tion,  at  the  head  of  the  Univerfity,  gave 
him  a  flight  connexion  with  a  few  more* 
To  them  he  applied^  with  a  modeft  free-^ 
dom,  in  behalf  of  his  friends  ;  and  his  ap- 
plication had  fometimes  a  more  than  Com- 
mon weighty  from  the  known  integrity  and 
dignity  of  his  charader. 

His  efforts  to  do  good  were  by  no  means 
confined  to  this  particular  channel,  but 
equally  afTiduous  and  fpirited  in  every 
other  within  his  reach*  Having  no  chiU 
dren  of  his  own,  he  adled  the  part  of  a 
father  to  feveral  children  of  his  friends, 
who  were  educated  at  his  houfe  ;  and  his 
bounty  to  neceilitous  families  and  perfons^ 
appeared)  to  the  few  who  knew  a  little  of 
it,  far  to  exceed  his  abilities ;  for  till  with* 
in  a  year  or  two  of  his  death,  his  income, 
communlbus  annis^  was  no  more  than  a 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds,  upon  which 
he  was  obliged  to  fupport  the  expence^  of 
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.  iTvhat  IS  looked  upon  as  a  fiation  of  fome 
eminence :  but  the  funds  of  this  bounty 
tvere  fupplied  by  a  prudent  oeconomy,  and 
even  a  generous  felf-denial.  When  a  lady, 
vrho  was  his  intimate  friend,  prefTed  him 
one  day  to  change  the  open  carriage  he 
ufed,  for  a  clo/i  one,  as  the  expence  of 
horfes  would  be  the  fame,  he  walked  feve- 
ral  times  through  the  room  without  re- 
turnmg  any  anfwer.  **  I  hear  you  think- 
^'  ing/'  faid  fhe,  "  ihall  I  be  fo  vain  as 
**  to  fet  up  a  fine  carriage?*'—**  No,"  faid 
he,  "  I  was  thinking  whether  the  diflfer- 
•*  ence  in  the  tax,  &c.  would  not  give 
^  more  comfort  to  a  certain  family  than  I 
**  could  enjoy  from  that  convenience  my- 
«*  fetf."  He  fometimes  thanked  God  he 
was  born  in  a  low  ftation  of  life,  becaufe 
it  taught  him  the  many  difficulties  and 
hardfhips  attending  that  ftate,  to  which 
otherwile  he  muft  have  been  a  ftranger.^ 
He  often  vifited  his  relations  in  Dol- 
phinton,  who  all,  in  their  ftations,  deferv- 
ed  his  countenance  and  approbation.  He 
inquired  feelingly  into  their  circumftances 
and  profpeA^  j  took  care  that  their  chil- 
dren 
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dren  ihould  be  properly  educated,  and  en^ 
tered  into  bufinels;  and  whatever  was 
needed  for  thofe  purpoles,  beyond  what 
they  could  conveniently  raife,  he  fupplied^ 
Ab  he  was  above  the  pride  of  ftation  or 
rank,  fo  he  was  equally  above  every  other 
idod  of  pride.  Diftinguifhed  as  he  was 
by  his  talents  and  virtues  in  the  eyes  ci 
others,  he  feemed  ignorant  of  this  diflinc'** 
tion  himfelf.  He  had  much  of  that  child^ 
like  modefty  and  (implicity  which  often 
mark  true  genius  and  worth.  No  man 
ever  law  him  give  a  look,  or  heard  him 
utter  a  fentence,  that  betrayed  a  confci^ 
oufhefs  of  any  fuperiority>  even  over  the 
loweft  of  mankind. 

For  the  laft  twelve  years  of  his  life,  he  wa3 
diflrelled  with  afihmatic  and  gravellifh  com-^ 
plaints,  which  he  bore  with  great  patience^ 
Having  in  his  youth  improperly  accuftonv 
ed  himfelf  to  late,  rather  than  early  hours  of 
ftudy  J  this,  together  with  his  afthma,  gra- 
dually brought  on  a  habit  of  night-waking, 
fuch,  that  for  feveral  years  he  had  no  fleep 
till  (ix  or  feven  in  the  morning,  and  then 
only  very  little,  fometimes  none  at  all  for  ft 
G  2  night 
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night  or  two  together.  Yet  he  never  cotri^ 
plained.  When  Mrs.  Leechman  exprefled 
her  regret  for  thefe  tedious  and  tirefome 
nights— "why fhould  I  tire?'*  faid  he.  "*I 
*'  have  God,  Providence,  my  Bible,  and 
*'  every  thing  connected  with  them,  to 
"  think  of;  and,  being  free  from  pain,  I 
*'  am  always  able  to  purfue  fuch  a  train  of 
**  thought  as  is  fufficiently  agreeable.*"  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  want  of  this  beft  of  all  refto- 
ratives  by  degrees  wafted  his  flefh,  and  ex- 
haufted  his  bodily  ftrength,  without  having 
any  vifible  efFeft  upon  his  fpirits.  Thefe  con- 
tinued inVariably  good.  He  was  ever  lit  for 
bufmefs  or  converfation.  His  mind  feemed 
indeed  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  independ- 
ent of  all  bodily  infirmities  and  connexions. 
Firm  in  its  own  native  and  acquired  vi- 
gour, fupported  by  the  fteady  principles 
and  joyful  hopes  of  religion,  and  perpetu- 
ally animated  by  fome  worthy  purpcfe,  it 
ftood  in  no  need  of  the  amufements  which 
weaker  minds  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to,  in  order  to  fupport  or  recruit  their  ex- 
haufted  fpirits.  For  thefe  Dr.  Leechman 
at  no  time  of  life   had   any  inclination, 
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though  he  was  very  indulgent  to  others. 
The  only  amufement,  which  he  feemed  to 
take  pleafure  in,  was,  the  adorning  and 
improving  his  farm  of  Achinairn,  near 
Glafgow,  and  directing  the  operations  go- 
ing on  there.  Rural  bufmefs  perfeftly  fuit- 
ed  the  fimplicity  of  his  tafte :  he  had  con- 
traded  an  early  fondnefs  of  it,  which  con- 
tinued to  the  laft. 

During  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  he  con- 
fidered  reading  as  a  mere  amufement,  and 
paifed  away  in  it  many  hours  of  the  day 
and  of  the  night  very  agreeably ;  hvLX.xon- 
ver/ation  was  ftill  more  agreeable  to  him. 
Some  of  his  happieft  hours  feemed  to  be 
thofe  which  he  fpcnt  with  a  literary  friend 
or  two,  of  the  lame  inquifitive  turn  with 
himfelf;  in  hearing  their  fentiments,  and 
communicating  his  own,  on  books  and 
men  with  a  pcrfedt  freedom.  Theological 
fubjefls  were  his  favourite  topic  of  conver- 
lation,  efpecially  Scripture  knowledge  and 
enquiry.  He  liftened  with  unufual  atten- 
tion and  pleafure  to  any  thing  new  ftruck 
out  by  his  ingenious  friends  in  the  courfe 
of  their  ftudies  of  the  Scripture ;  any  thing 
G  3  that 
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that  tended  to  throw  light  on  the  dark  inA 
difiicult  paffages  of  the  facred  writings,  to 
remove  objeOiofts,  and  place  the  grand  di{^ 
coveried  of  Divine  Revelation  in  a  clear  and 
conneded  point  of  view.  And  being  himfelf 
matter  of  almoft  all  that  had  been  written  by 
the  learned  in  this  way,  he  corrected  or 
confirmed  what  was  iaid,  by  his  own  judi- 
cious obfervations. — But  I  muft  vx>t  xxm 
into  any  farther  detail. 


THE  time  at  laft  came,  when  this  valu- 
able man,  beloved  and  revered  by  his 
friends,  and  by  the  fociety  over  which  he 
prcfided,  was  to  be  removed  from  them, 
and  introduced  into  a  fuperior  fociety.  It 
had  been  his  conftant  aim  to  employ  faith- 
fully and  ufefully,  the  talents  entrufted  by 
Heaven  to  his  management.  A  fenfe  of 
Cod  bad  habitually  and  thoroughly  pofleff- 
ed  his  mind.  The  ftream  of  his  religious 
principles  and  feelings  had  ever  intermin- 
gled with  the  current  of  his  ordinary 
thoughts  J  had  run  calm,  evenly,  and  deep 
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ia  his  foul ;  and  given  a  new  force  to  every 
«certion  he  made  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
through  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  laborious 
life.  It  was  therefore  to  be  expeded,  if 
his  £du:ultie8  remained,  that  he  would  enjoy 
the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  and 
feel  the  fupport  of  the  faith  and  hope  of 
die  Gofpel  in  his  laft  moments.  But  few 
good  men  in  this,  or  indeed  in  any  age, 
have  felt  it  to  the  degree  in  which  he  did, 
or  exhibited  at  the  clofe  of  life  a  fpirit  and 
a  behaviour  that  came  fo  very  near  to  that 
of  the  primitive  followers  of  ChrifL 

When  Dn  Leechman  was  at  his  country 
houfe  about  the  middle  of  September  1785, 
being  now  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age, 
his  ftrength  exhaufted  by  the  want  of  fleep, 
and  his  body  worn  to  a  fhadow ;  he  had  a 
fudden  and  violent  paralytic  fhock,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  he  lay  infenfible  for  an 
houn  He  came  out  of  this,  however,  per-' 
ftQlj  well,  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
But  on  the  24th  of  October  he  had  a  fe- 
cond  fhock  of  the  fame  kind,  that  lafted 
jonly  five  minutes,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
power  of  hi?  whole  left  fide,  which  he  never 
G  4  recovered^ 
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recovered,  but  he  lay  for  fix  weeks  longer  in 
his  bed  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs.  He 
was  for  the  moft  part  free  from  fharp  pain, 
yet  often,  for  days  together,   reftlefs  and 
diftrefled  in  every  pofture  that   could  be 
contrived  for   him  ;  which  he  bore  with 
great  patience.     During  this  laft  fcene  of 
bis  life,  he  exhibited  to  thofe  about  him,  a 
fpeftacle,  not  of  compaflion  or  regret,  but 
worthy  of  admiration-*a  great  foul  in  a 
manner  without  a  body :  fgr   his   bodily 
powers  were  all  gone,  except  the  power  of 
fpeech,  and  this  fometimes  fcarcely  audible. 
But  his  mind  retained  its  wonted  vigour  j  con- 
tinued in  full  ppfleffion  of  its  faculties ;  often 
ps  intelligent,  judicious,  and  even  acute,, as 
ever ;  always  firm,  ferene,  and  happy,  to  a 
degree  which  he  was  unable  to   exprefs. 
This  vifible  contraft  between  the  weaknefs 
of  his  body  and  the  Jirengtb  of  his  mind 
flruck  every  perfon  who  was  witnefs  to  it  j 
efpecially  his  uncommon  fortitude  and  joy 
in  the  profpeft  of  his  approaching  diflblu'- 
tion.     When  fome  of  us  could   not  help 
expreffing   fome   furprife    at    his    fingular 
^pompofure  and  fortitude,  he  confefled,  hp 
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had   often   been  a  coward  for  pain,  and 
perhaps  was  fo  ftill ;  but  added,  that  he  ne- 
ver had  been  afraid  of  death.     His  gene- 
rous and  kind  afieftions  too  continued  to 
flow  with  their  ufual  vigour.  He  entered  with 
fpirit  into  any  thing  connected  with  thecaufe 
of  religion  and  learning.  He  converfed  with 
his  friends,  when  he  was  able ;  interefted 
himfelf  in  all  their  concerns  as  much  as  ever; 
adminiftered  confolation  to  fuch  of  them  as 
needed  it ;  affedtionate  exhortation  and  ad- 
vice to  others :  he  poured  out  warm  wifliei 
and  prayers  for  their  virtue  and  happinefs, 
cfpecially  for  the    profperity    of  the  fo- 
cicty  with  which  he  was  connefted^  When 
unable  to  fpeak  himfelf,  he  was  happy  ia 
feeing  one  or  two  of  his  friends  fitting  by 
his  bed^fide,  and  in  hearing  them  converfe 
together   on   any    ordinary    fubjeft.     He 
threw  in  a  word   now   and  then,  which 
(howed  that  his  mind  was  amufed  by  what 
pafled,  and  entered  into  it  with  eafe,  and 
fometimes  with  a  degree  of  pleafantry. 

His   diforder    took   various  turns,  and 

once  or  twice  flattered  his  friends,  even  his 

medical  friends,  with  fome  flight  hope  of 
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%  recovery.  His  own  hopes,  however,  were 
very  difierent  from  theirs ;  he  knew  that 
the  time  of  bis  departure  was  at  band;  he 
faw  deatb  full  before  him.  But  the  fright-* 
ful  Spedre  was  dxfarmed  of  all  its  termors. 
He  beheld  it,  not  only  without  pain  and 
fear,  not  merely  with  a  well-founded  hope, 
but  with  the  moft  perfcd  affurance  that 
can  be  conceived,  of  enjoying  a  glorious 
immortality ;  an  aiTurance  founded,  as  he 
frequently  declared,  not  upon  the  confci- 
pufneis  of  any  merit,  or  of  any  thing  he 
had  done  to  entitle  him  to  it ;  but  upcMi 
the  goodnefs  and  grace  of  God,  put  be« 
yoad  all  doubt  by  Jefus  Chrift.  To  the 
jfew  very  intinute  friends  who  had  the 
happineia  to  converfe  with  him  on  his 
death-bed,  his  mind  appeared  much  de* 
lighted  with  the  grateful  recollection  of  all 
the  undeferved  mercies  of  God,  which  he 
had  experienced  during  his  paft  life,  and 
quite  tranfported  with  the  unbounded  and 
endlefs  profpeds  of  Divine  goodnefs  that 
were  before  him. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  to  give  a  fjpeci- 
mcn  of  his  coaverlation  and  devotions* 
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Profeflbr  Richardfon  called  on  him  one 
evening,  and  brought  to  his  bed-fide  a 
young  Chc£3rd  ftudeot  deiigned  for  the 
Church,  the  fon  of  a  late  worthy  nobler 
man,  who  had  placed  him  at  Glafgow  coU 
lege  for  the  early  part  of  his  education, 
Tery  much  under  the  eye  of  Dr.  Leechman« 
He  took  the  young  gentleman  by  the  hand, 
and  with  a  venerable  placid  afpedl,  an  ani*< 
mated  eye,  a  diftind,  though  feeble,  arti-« 
culation,  he  fpoke  to  him,  as  near  as  can 
be  recoUedied,  in  thcfe  words :  •*  Mn 
♦*  C— ,  I  am  always  happy  to  fee  you  j 
*<  jwaticularly  fo  at  prefent.  You  fee  the 
^  fituation  I  am  in,  I  have  not  many 
^  days  to  live ;  and  I  am  glad  you  have 
**  had  an  opportunity  of  witneffing  the 
•*  tranquillity  of  my  laft  moments.  But, 
**  it  is  not  tranquillity  and  compofure  alone : 
"  it  is  joy  and  triumph  j  it  is  complete 
^*  exultation/'  His  features  kindled,  his 
voice  rofe,  as  he  fpoke.  **  And  whence," 
continued  he,  "  does  this  exultation  fpring? 
•*  From  that  book,'*^  pointing  to  a  Bible 
that  lay  on  a  little  table  by  his  bed-fide  ; 
^  fpom  that  bpok^  too  much  neglefted  in-- 
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^  deed^  but  which  contains  invaluable  trea^ 
"  fures !  treafures  of  joy  and  rejoicing :  for 
^  it  makes  us  certain,  that  this  mortal  fhall 
**  put  on  immortality.  You  have  chofen 
<*  the  Church  foryoiir  profeffion.  You  are 
^  of  the  Church  of  England.  I  am  a  Pret 
^*  byterian.  The  diflference  between  us  is 
**  not  great.  I  will  therefore  aflure  you, 
**  that  if  you  enter  with  a  juft  and  proper 
**  fpirit  into  the  difcharge  of  your  duty, 
**  you  will  find  it  a  fource  of  the  higheft 
^  enjoyment  in  all  periods  of  your  life,  and 
**  cfpecially  in  the  clofe  of  it.  If  happi- 
♦*  nefs  be  conoeded  with  the  contempla- 
**  tion  of  the  grandeft  and  moft  elevating 
♦*  obje^,  what  can  he  grander  oi*  more  fub- 
♦*  Kme  than  the  views  exhibited  by  Chrifti- 
**  anity  ? — ^Your  father  was  my  friend.  I 
V  hate  always  been  interefted  in  your  wel- 
*^  fare ;  and  I  am  happy  on  my  death-bed, 
^*  to  give  you  an  old  man's  blefling.*'  He 
ibook  hands  again,  and  parted  with  his 
young  friend,  not  a  little  affeded  with  the 
fcene.  Yet  it  was  by  no  means  a  fmgular 
one  :  for  in  this  fpirit  and  manner  he  con-* 
verfcd  with  feveral  of  his  friends.    And 
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the  pleafing  lerenity  and  elevation  of  bit 
mind  communicated  a  degree  of  elevation 
to  theirs^  which  they  had  feldom  experi- 
enced ;  efpecially  to  Mrs.  Leechman's,  to 
whom  he  behaved  with  diftinguiftied  fym- 
pathy  and  tendernefs.  She  continued  at 
his  bed-fide  night  and  day.  It  was  indeed 
furprifing  how  her  delicate  frame  was  able 
to  bear  the  anxiety  and  fatigue  of  fuch  an 
attendance.  But  her  mind  was  calm,  re- 
figned,  often  very  thankful.  She  had  fome- 
times  dreaded  that  her  hufband  might  be 
left  behind  her,  and  had  figured  this  fitua- 
tion  as  uncomfortable  to  him.  She  had 
wiihed  only  for  health  and  fpirits  fufficient 
to  enable  her  to  do  her  laft  duty  to  him ; 
and,  having  obtained  her  wiih,  fhe  was  fa- 
tisfied. 

On  a  Sunday  morning,  during  the  time 
of  Divine  fervice,  not  many  days  before 
his  death,  he  looked  remarkably  ill:  his 
pulfe  funk  lower  than  ufual.  Upon  which 
Mrs.  Leechpnan  faid  to  him,  "  You  feem, 
"  my  dear,  to  be  drawing  near  your  jour- 
"  ney's  end.''—"  So  much  the  better,'*  he 
replied;    *^  So  much  the  better.     Come^ 

«  Lord 
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**  Lord  Jefu8 !  corae  quickly."  Then,  af- 
ter a  fhort  paufe,  **  Into  thy  hands,  O  hea- 
^  venly  Father  !  I  commit  my  fpirit.  Thou 
*'  caaft  make  me  happy  in  ten  thoufaod 
"  ways,  which  I  cannot  now  conceive.'* 
Then  he  added,  in  a  firmer  and  more 
elevated  tone,  *'  O  Death !  where  is  thy 
^'  fting  ?  O  Grave  !  where  is  thy  vidory  ? 
^*  Thanks  be  unto  God,  who  giveth  me  the 
^*  viftory  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord." 
And  his  animation  and  triumph  flill  en-* 
creaiing,  he  continued,  "  This  mortal  fhall 
*^  put  on  immortality.  This  corruptible 
♦*  fhall  put  on  incorruption,  and  be  fa- 
**  fhioned  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of 
^*  Jefus  Chrifl  :*'  And  a  good  deal  more  in 
the  fame  flrairu  Finding  himfelf  revive  a 
little,  and  expeding,  probably,  that  he 
fhould  not  have  another  opportunity,  he 
defired  his  fervants  might  be  called  up.  He 
ihook  hands  with  them  all ;  thanked  them 
for  the  attention  and  concern  they  had 
fliewn,  and  the  tc^  they  had  lately  had 
about  him ;  gave  his  advice  and  blefling 
to  each  of  them,  and  to  ev^ry  other  per** 
ion  in  the  room.    After  this,  he  prayed; 
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tnd  part  of  it  'was  a  mod  rational  and  pa* 
thetic  prayer  for  the  Univerfity,  both  raar- 
fters  and  fcholars.  This  was  the  longeft 
exertion  he  was  able  to  make  on  hb  death- 
bed ;  for  he  continued  fpeakiqg  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  with  aftoniihing  diftinftnefs, 
vigour,  and  fervour.  He  exhaufted  himfelf, 
however,  by  this,  and  fpoke  little  during  the 
reft  of  that  day*  But  the  next  day  he  fent  for 
Dr.  Finlay,Profeffor  of  Divinity,  and  regret- 
ted that  he  was  now  fo  weak,  as  to  be  unable 
to  take  farewel  of  the  reft  of  his  colleagues; 
defired  the  Dodor  to  carry  to  them  his  bleff- 
mg,  and  his  heft  advice,  which  was,  to  con- 
tinue to  do  their  duty,  and  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  their  feveral  departments,  as  they 
had  hitherto  done.  After  v^hich  he  offer- 
ed up  another  fhort  but  fervent  prayer  for 
the  Univerfity. 

He  lived  feveral  days  after  this,  fpoke 
very  little,  by  reafon  of  encreafing  ficknefs 
and  diftrefs;  but  the  calm,  humble,  and 
heavenly  ftate  of  his  mind  continued  unva- 
ried* On  the  firft  of  December  he  recover- 
ed fo  much,  as  to  furprife  every  body,  and 
converfed  again  with  his  friends  in  the  moft 
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cafy  and  cheerful  manner  imaginable.  But 
this  ray  of  hope  was  foon  extinguiflied ! 
For  the  next  day  he  had  a  third  attack  of 
his  diforder,  not  only  on  his  extremities^ 
like  the  former,  but  over  his  whole  body  ; 
fuchy  that  it  was  thought  impoflible  he 
could  come  out  of  it.  He  did,  however, 
recover  in  ^n  hour  or  two ;  and  though  he 
fpoke  nothing  that  evening  but  yes  or  no 
when  a  qucftion  was  put  to  him  ;  he  feem- 
ed  eafy,  or  free  from  pain  ;  his  countenance 
refumed  its  wonted  fenfibility  and  placid 
ferenity.  His  eyes,  however,  were  for  the 
moft  part  fhut,  fometimes  opened,  only  to 
lift  them  up  to  heaven,  regardlefs  of  every 
thing  around  him,  except  Mrs.  Leechman, 
who  repeated  to  him  a  paflage  or  two  of 
Scripture,  and  a  hymn  *  that  he  was  fond 
of.  Thus  he  continued  till  very  early  in 
the   morning,  December  3,  when  be  fell 

•  The  hour  of  my  departure's  come: 
I  hear  the  voice  that  calls  me  home. 
At  lafty  O  Lord !  let  trouble  ceafe^ 
And  let  thy  fervanc  die  in  peace. 
The  race  appointed  I  have  ruil^ 
The  combat's  o'er,  the  prize  it  wod«  &c.  Ut. 

Hymv  V.  at  tie  en  J  eftbe  ColUaiM  fy  tkg 
General  AJfemblj. 

a/teep^ 
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afleepj  and  this  in  fo  eafy  a*  manner,  that  no 
body  about  him  knew  the  exad;  time  when 
it  happened. 

Such  was  the  life,  and  fuch  the  deatii,  of 
this  good  man.  They  afford  a  pleafing 
and  ftriking  proof,  that  Chriflianity  has 
hot  grown  old  by  length  of  time,  but  con- 
tinues to  exert,  even  at  this  day,  its  primi- 
tive happy  influence  on  fome  of  the  moft 
liberal  and  beft  cultivited  minds.  Of  this 
caft  was  l!)f.  Leechman's.  His  increafing 
knowledge  did  not  weaken,  but  ftrengthen 
his  faith.  He  had  within  him  a  fund  of 
tverlqfling  confolation  and  good  hope  through 
grace ;  which  became  more  and  more  lively 
the  nearer  he  appr6a<ihed  to  the  confum- 
inatioii  of  his  hOpe,  ahd  rendered  the  laft 
fcene,  amidft  the  moft  humiliating  bodily 
weaknefs,  by  far  the  highfeft  and  happieft 
fcene  of  his  life  *. 

But  the  chief  purpofe  of  drawiiig  up 
this  plain  and  faithful  narrative,  and  pre- 
fixing 

*  Vdy  fi«cere  Chridians  have  been  ftflfibly  diftarbed  at 
tbe  view  of  the  approach  of  death :  and»  on  the  other 
hMd,  very  fceptical  philofophers  have  feen  it  lipproach  with- 
eat  any  difiorbance.  Recent  inftances  of  both  will  be  eaiily 
tecdleaed.    With  ttSfoBi  to  the  laft«  (o  by  nothios  of  the 

Vol.  I.  H  difEcr- 
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fixing  it  to  Dr.  Lecchman*8  Sernrons,  is,  to 
add  fomething,  if  poffible,  to  their  influ-- 
eace  on  the  hearts  of  the  ferious  and  candid 
Readers  of  them.  The  afieding  fentiments 
of  religion  uttered  by  this  able  preacher  flow- 
ed from  the  very  bottom  of  his  own  heart. 
He  himfelf  fek  the  power  and  comfort  of 
them  through  life  and  at  death.  Difcern- 
ing  readers  will  be  convinced  of  this,  from 
a  certain  appearance,  on  the  face  of  them, 
of  inward  fincerity  and  energy,  which  can- 
not be  counterfeited.  They,  as  well  as 
others,  will  wifli  to  be  introduced  to  a 
nearer  acquaintance  with  the  Preacher,  both 
in  his  public  and  private  life.  The  Writer 
of  this  has  attempted  to  gratify  them.  And 
if  his  attempt  fhall,  with  the  bleffing  of 
God,  contribute  any  thing  at  all  towards 
their  religion.^  and  virtuous  improvement 
in  the  attentive  perufal  of  thefe  Sermons, 
this  will  give  him  even  a  higher  fatisfac- 
tion  than  that  which  he  feels,  though  not 
incoufiderable,  in  doing  juftice  to  the  me* 

iiSkfen€t  ti  ibinds^  there  19  furely  adiffeteoccttlfa  between 
that  dead  tranq.uiUity  or  infettribi Fhy,  produced  by  a  phUo« 
fophy,  which  iioko  man  after  his  lad  breath  into  the  coo* 
dition  of  the  clods  of  the  earth ;  ttd  that  animated  joy,  is* 
4>ired  by  the  well-founded  hope  of  iauDonality» 

moiy 
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moty  of  a  revered  friend^  and  oae  df  the 
firft  theologioal  Tucbers  In  this  part  of  the 
ifland* 

Dr.  Leecfaman  lef^  hid  library  to  the 
Rev.  Mn  William  Pairmad,  his  nephew^ 
mimfter  of'  Ely  in  Fife ;  except  a  large 
prefent  of  choice  books  and  pamphlets^ 
t?hidh  he  had  made  in  his  life-time  to  the 
Library  belonging  to  the  ftudents  of  divi^ 
nity  in  the  Univerfity*  He  gave  alfo  to 
the  fame  Library,  on  his  death*bed,  an  in«* 
terieaved  quarto  Bible,  with  manufcript 
notes  in  his  own  hand* writing ;  confifting 
of  feme  (hort  ^b/ernuithns  of  his  own,  and 
many  reftrtntts  to  the  chapters  and  pages 
of  the  books  he  had  given  to  the  Library 
for  the  illuftration  of  the  moft  difficult  paf» 
(ages  of  the  Old  ^nd  New  Teftament. 

All  the  reft  of  his  manufcripts  he  left  by 
his  will  to  Mrs«  Leechman,  who,  perhaps 
from  a  too  partial  fnend(hip,  put  them  in-^ 
to  my  hands,  excepting  fome  large  vo^ 
lumes  of  abridgments,  notes,  and  obferva^^ 
tions  on  moft  of  the  valuable  books  pub-i 
lifhed  during  bis  life^  jotted  down  in  the 
courfe  of  his  reading.  Thele  flie  gave  to 
Mn  Pairman*  Thofe  entrufted  to  me  com- 
H  a  prehen^ 
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prehend  the^fubftance  of  moft  of  the  Lec- 
tures he  delivered  in .  the  ^  liniverfity :  not 
only  from  the  theological  chair,  but  lec- 
tures on  Ethics,  Jiuifprudence,  Chutch-hif- 
tory,  &C.J  for  he  taught  thefe  claflcs  occa-* 
fionally,  ^t  the.deiire  of  his  colleagues^ 
after  the  death  of  their  proper  Profeflbrs, 
before  the  vacancies,  were  fappUed*  Alt 
thefe  ledures  he  was  with  fome  diflSculty 
reftrained  from  deftroyingj  and,  indeed^ 
they  are  unfit,  in  their  prefent  ftate,  for 
the  publicreye ;  and  were  never  intended 
for  it.  2.  A  confidenrble  number  of  ma- 
nufcript  fermons.  3.  A  few  difcourfes  or 
efTays  on  fubjeds  of  general  learning,  tC* 
pecially  from  ancient  hiftory,  read  to  a 
weekly  literary  Society,  of  which  he,  and 
moft  of  the  other  Profeflbrs,  were  mem- 
bers. With  refpeft  to  the  two  laft  articles, 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  worthy 
man  never  found  leifure  or  inclination  to  pre- 
pare any  thing  for  the  prefs ;  not  a  (ingle 
iermonin  my  hands  having  been  tranfcribed 
for  that  purp<rfe,  or  a  fair  copy  made  of  it. 

Yet,  as  he  had  confented,  not  long  be-t 
fore  his  death,  to  revife  as  many  of  his 
fermons  as,  with  thofe  publifhed  by  him- 
^  felf. 
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felf,  would  make  up  a  fingle  volume  ;  and 
many  of  his  friends  have  exprefled  their 
earned  wifhes  to  fee  more  of  his  fermons 
in  print  ;  I  have  attempted  to  revife  a  few 
for  that  purpofe.  In  the  fele^on  I  have 
been  guided,  in  fome  degree,  by  his  own 
judgment :  that  is,  I  have  feleded  fuch  of 
the  fermons  as  appear  to  have  been  moft 
frequendy  preached,  and,  in  confequence 
of  this,  have  had  the  benefit  of  his  own  in- 
terlined corredions  and  additions,  in  as 
far  as  thefe  could  be  made  on  a  firft  copy, 
or  a  very  fmall  fcrap  of  paper  pinned  to  it. 
This  rendered  the  manufcript,  in  fome 
places,  almoft  illegible.  Except  corredling 
fome  inaccuracies,  and  fuppreffing  fome  re- 
dundancies of  language  and  fentiments,  I 
have  fcarce  ventured  to  take  any  further 
liberties,  aware  of  the  dangerous  impro- 
priety of  blending  his  nervous  ftyle  with  a 
more  feeble  one. 

The  Author  himfelf  was  too  much  im- 
prefled  with  the  weight  and  ufefulnefs  of 
the  religious  fentiments  he  felt,  to  pay  a 
very  delicate  attention  to  the  drefs  in  which 
they  were  clothed.  His  excellence  as  a 
Preacher  lay,  in  carrying  his  hearers  along 
H  3  with 
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with  him,  by  the  irrefiiUble  truth  and  force 
of  what  he  Uid ;  and  not  in  pleating  them 
by  an  agreeable  elegance  pf  language  and 
harmony  of  periods.  Yet  fo*ie  of  the  ier-*' 
mons  publilhed  by  himfelf,.  with  the  life  of 
Dr.  Hutchefon  (prefij^cd  to  his  Syftem  of 
Moral  Philofophy),  (bow  what  Pf.  Leech- 
man  could  have  done  in  this  way,  had  h^ 
had  fufficient  leifure  to  polifh  his  compo-» 
fitioG.  But  the  reft  of  his  fermons  muft 
now  appear  before  the  Public  without  the 
finifhing  poUih  of  his  pen,  and  with  the 
other  diladvantages  of  a  pofthumous  publi-^ 
cation.  Yet,  fuch  as  they  arc,  it  is  hoped 
they  will  be  an  acceptable  Prefent  to  his 
own  fcholars,  and  even  to  the  world,  oa 
account  of  the  juft  and  ftriking  fentiments, 
and  the  clear  natural  order,  apparent  iu 
xnoft  of  them;  together  with  an  origi- 
nal caft  pf  thought,  and  many  ftfains  of 
unfti^died  elpcjuence,  that  run  through  fe^ 
veral  of  them,  They  are  now  left  to  fpeaU 
for  tbeipfelves, 

JAMES  WOPRQW, 
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SERMON     L 

The  Tempdr,  Charader^  and  Duty  of  a 
Minifter  of  the  GofpeL 

Preiclied  before  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  tnd  Air,  at 
Glafgowt  April  'jA,  >74t* 


I  Tim,  iv,  16. 


Take  heed  unto  tbjfelfy  and  unto  thy  doSrine^ 
and  continue  in  them  ;  for  in  doing  tbis^ 
tboujhalt  botbfave  tbjifelf  and  tbem  tbat 
bear  tbee. 

THE  wifer  and  more  confidcrate  part  SERMT. 
of  mankind  generally  complain  of  >  ^'  , 
the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  the  Gofpel^  and  the 
low  flate  of  religion,  notwithftanding  the 
public  eftablifliments  for  religious  inflxuc- 
tion.  It  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  there 
is  but  too  much  reafon  for  the  complaint. 
But  on  whom  muft  the  blame  be  laid? 
H  4  .  on 
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SPRM.  on  the  obftinate  folly  and  depravity  of  the 
Jiearers ;  or  on  the  ignprajice,  careleflhefs, 
and  worldly  lives  of  us  the  teachers  ?  It  is 
in  vain  either  to  deny  or  diflemble  the  mat- 
ter ;  a  great  fhare  of  the  blame  may  juftly 
be  charged  on  ourfelves.  It  certainly  then 
concerns  us,  greatly  concerns  us,  as  vee  are 
the  eftabliflied  inftru£tars  of  the  reft  of 
mankind,  to  keep  ourfelves  pure  from  the 
blood  of  all  men^  by  hearkening  to  this  im- 
portant admonition  of  the  Apoftle  in  the 
words  of  the  text,  to  take  heed  unto  our-- 
felvesy  and  unto  our  dodrlne^  to  continue  in 
them ;  for  in  doing  thisy  we  Jhall  botbfave 
ourfelves y  and, them  that  hear  us. 

In  difcourfmg  on  this  fubjeft,  it  is  hoped, 
it  may  not  be  improper,  nor  unfuitable  to 
the  prefent  occafion,  to  endeavour,  by  the 
divine  affiftance,  in  thefr/l  place,  to  ex- 
plain and  illuftrate  thefe  great  rules  of  tl^c 
Apoftle  in  the  fame  order  in  which  they 
lie  in  the  text :  and  then^  fefondly^  to  con- 
sider the  motives  by  which  the  obfprvation 
of  them  is  enforced-^r  in  doing  this^  thou 
jfhalt  both  fave  thyfelf^  and  them  that  hear 
thee. 
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'    ^Irfiy  The  rule,  take  heed  to  tbyfelf.  8E»M, 

I.  The  meaning  of  this  precept,  in  the  \^' 
loweft  fenfe  of  it,  is,  that  thofe  who  pre-r 
tend  to  be  the  inftruftors  and  guides  of  the 
reft  of  mankind,  ihpuld  take  care  -th^t  th^ir 
pwn    behaviour  be   blamelefs    and   inofr- 
fenfjve  ;    i  Tim.  iii.  2.    A  hijhop   muft  be 
plamelefs.     We  know  the  world  expeds  4 
high  pitch  of  purity  from  us^  and  examines 
our  conduct  with  gre^^t  feverity  ;  therefore 
we  ought  to  watch  oyer  it  ^ith  equal  fe- 
verity ourfelves ;  and  that  we  may  in  fome 
meafure  anfwer  the    expectations  of  the 
world,  let  ijs  abftain  not  only  from  all  evil, 
but  from  all  appearance  of  it  too,  not  ven- 
turing fo  much  as  to  approach   n?ar  the 
boundary  that  feparates  virtue  from  vice ; 
but  in  all  cafes,  where  there  can  be  any 
difpute  about  the  precife  point  where  the 
laudable  part  ends  and  the  blameable  be- 
gins, let  us  take  care  to  keep  ourfelves  vl- 
fibly,  and  to  the  convidion  of  all  fpefta- 
tors,  on  the  fafe  fide  of  the  difputed  li- 
mit.     If  we  keep  invariably  by  this  rule, 
we  fliall  be  fo  far  from  offending  againft 
temperance,  that  we  fhall  be  exemplary  in 
|t ;  fp  far  from  violating  juftice,  and  doing 

things 
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SERM.  things  hard  and  rigorous,  that  we  fhaH  be 
ready  to  yield  fomething  even  of  our  un- 
doubted right ;  fo  far  from  being  guilty  of 
any  indecency  in  behaviour  or  difcourfe, 
that  we  fhall  keep  at  a  diftance  from  every 
thing  liable  to  the  fufpicion  of  it ;  and  fo 
far  from  expofing  ourfelves  by  a  levity  of 
carriage  unbecoming  our  fundion,  that  we 
fhall  rather  lean  to  the  fafer  extreme  of 
gravity  and  referve*  Nay,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  fometimes  that  we  abftain  from 
things  perfectly  indifferent  in  their  own 
nature,  when  doing  otherwife  would  offend 
our  weaker  Chriftian  brethren,  deftroy  our 
influence,  or  leffen  our  power  of  doing  good* 
Further,  that  our  condud  may  be  un- 
exceptionable, we  muft  take  heed  to  what 
is  faid  or  done  in  our  prefence,  fo  as  never 
to  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  carried  away  by  a 
falfe  modeily,  or  a  vicious  complailance,  to 
approve,  or  feena  to  approve,  of  what  is 
bafe  and  unworthy,  even  in  the  company 
of  thofe  who  are  undoubtedly  our  fuperi- 
ors.  While  we  (hew  all  due  regard  to  their 
ftations  and  charaders,  it  muil  appear  at 
the  fame  time  that  we  have  a  greater  re* 
gard  for  truth,  virtue,  piety,  and  decency  j 
3  while 
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while  we  aToid  everything  like  infolence  SpRlf. 

and  pertnefs  on  the  one  hand^  we  muft 

keep  at  the  greatefi  diftance  from  flattery 

and  ahjeft  cringing  on  the  other:   when 

any  fubje<lt  of  difcourfe  is  ftarted  that  is 

ioipious,  immoral,    or  indecent,  or  when 

any  fentimcnt^  are  uttered  which  tend  to 

pollute  the  imagination    or    corrupt   the 

heart,  then  all  prudent  methods  muft  be 

taken  to  reftraia  fuch  contagious  difcourfe^ 

by  introducing  fome  more  innocent  or  ufe* 

ful  topic     Sometimes  tbe  licentious  con«» 

veriation  may  be  checked  by  ferious  rea<<* 

fomng  and  grave  ;rebuke,  if  drcumftances 

allow^  and  when  there  is  any  profped^  of 

good  from  it}  but  as-thi$  is  not  to  be  done 

at  all  times,  as   every  company  will  not 

bear  it,  and  perfons  of  bad  temper  will  be 

provoked  to  proceed  to  greater  outrages ; 

in  fuch  cafes  we  may  difcountenance  it  by 

withdrawing  from   the  company,   or  by 

(ilence.     Sut  let  it  be  obferved,  that  it  is 

not  every  kind  of  filence  that  can  vindicate 

us ;   it  muft  be  a  fignificant  and  exprefiive 

filence,  that  bears  ftrcmg  marks  of  our  in-r 

W»rd  dbbprr^nce  of  what  is  pafling. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  fome  of  my  brethren,  whofc 
fituation  and  circuraftances  allow  them,  and 
whofe  real  benevolence  of  heart  leads  them 
to  be  more  frequently  in  mixed  company, 
may  think  thefe  rules  favour  too  much  of 
precifenefs  and  aufterity,  and  may  imagine 
that  they  have  bejen  fo  happy  in  life  as  to 
recommend  tlfemfelves  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  world,  by  abating  fome  what  of  the 
rigour  of  them  :  but  they  iwrould  do  well 
to  confider,  that  very  probably  they  may 
afterwards  find  they  have  been  miftaken, 
and  that  thofe  very  perfons  to  whom  they 
imagined  they  v^ere  acceptable,  inwardly 
contemn  them,  and  take  th^ir  own  time  to 
exclaim  with  great  vehemency  againft 
them,  and  againft  the  whole  order  for  their 
fakes.  Thefe  rules,  reverend  brethren,  re- 
lating to  our  outward  behaviour,  though 
they  are  common  and  ordinary,  and  for 
that  very  reafon  apt  to  be  overlooked,  yet 
they  are  of  great  importance ;  for  when  a 
roinifter's  life  wants  that  purity  and  feve- 
rity  of  manners  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  defcribe,  his  charafter  can  never  rife  to 
that  dignity  of  virtue  which  begets  efteem 

an^ 
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and  authority,  gives  weight  to  his  inftrUo  9ERM* 
tionsj  and  influenice  to  his  example* 

a*  This  rule,  take  heed  to  tbyfelf  requires 
us  to  take  care  that  our  real  and  inward 
chara3:er  be  agreeable  to  our  external  be- 
haviour akeady  defcribed :  we  are  not  ta 
reft  fatisfied  with  ati  intire  blameleflhei^  of 
outward  charader^  but  we  muft  labour 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  acquire  thofe 
improvements  of  underftanding,  and  that 
pitch  of  purity  of  heart,  which  will  give 
real  worth  and  dignity  to  our  inward  man, 
and  qualify  us  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  our 
important  ftations  with  pleafure  and  fuc-« 
cefs. 

In  ihcjirji  place,  let  us  ftudy  to  acquire 
thofe  improvements  of  underftanding,  which 
are  in  a  peculiar  manner  proper  to  our  fa* 
cred  office,  and  highly  neceflary  to  anfvver 
the  ends  of  it.  Here  it  muft  be  our  firft 
and  chief , care,  to  clear  our  minds  from 
thofe  miftakes  and  prejudices  which  darken 
them,  and  hinder  us  from  perceiving 
the  full  worth  and  excellence  of  divine 
things,  and  from  judging  juftly  of  the  com* 
parative  value  and  importance  of  the  doc* 
trines  of  religion.    This  unbiaffed  ftate  of 

mind 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no  Cbara&er  ef  a  Mtnijitf^ 

SRRM.  mind  U  of  great  importance  ;  it  is  this  that 
fits  us  for  fearching  into  the  Scriptures  ^ith 
faimefs  and  impartiality,  that  we  may 
thence  draw  the  great  dodrines  of  faith 
pure  and  entire,  without  loading  Chrifti- 
anity  with  what  does  not  belong  to  it,  or 
giving  up  any  eflential  or  important  part 
of  it :  it  is  this  too,  which  preferves  us  from 
an  ovcr-fondnefs  for  new  opinions  on  the 
One  hand,  and  from  an  over-great  reve-^ 
rence  for  long-cft^blifhed  ones  on  the  other, 
and  leads  us  to  examine  difputed  points 
with  great  filence,  fufpenfe,  and  coolnefs, 
until  full  inquiry  and  ftrong  evidence  oblige 
us  to  take  a  fide.  But  befide  an  unpreju- 
diced mind,  there  are  other  previous  qua- 
lifications neceflary  to  obtain  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  great  dodrines  of  re- 
ligion, as  they  are  delivered  in  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  fuch  as  a  knowledge  of  the  rules  of 
right  reafoning,  and  of  the  great  principles 
of  natural  religion,  together  with  a  tolera- 
ble acquaintance  with  the  original  languages 
of  the  facred  authors,  and  with  the  hiftory; 
antiquities,  prevailing  cuftomsi  a«^d  ordi-* 
nary  allufions  of  the  refpedive  ages  in 
which  they  were  written:  without  thefe 
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previcfus  preparations  we  cannot  hope  W  SERm' 
reach  the  true  meaning  of  the  facred  books, 
to  explain  and  rlluftrate  them  in  a  clear 
and  delightful  manner,  and'  to  judge  with 
juft  difcernment  and  tafte,  of  the  beauty, 
propriety,  and  force  of  their  ftyle.  To 
which  we  may  add,  that  without  thefe  prr- 
▼ious  branches  of  knowledge,  we  cannot 
fuccefsfully  defend  our  holy  religion  againft 
fhofe  attacks  that  are  openly  made  upon  it 
in  our  age  :  for  it  is  in  the  Holy  Scriptures 
that  the  chief  evidence  of  our  religion  is 
exhibited  to  our  view ;  and  it  is  from  the 
wrong  tranflations,  falfe  cxpofitions,  and 
fcholaftic  and  metaphyfical  fyftems  wrefted 
from  them,  that  the  chief  objeftions  againft 
it  are  drawn. 

After  having  ftudied  the  great  principles 
of  natural  religion  and  morality,  and  learn- 
ed the  important  truths  of  Chriftianity  from 
an  honeft  inquiry  into  divine  revelation,  it 
muft  be  our  next  care  to  ftore  our  minds 
with  a  large  treafure  of  the  beft  moral  and 
divine  fentiments :  thefe  are  the  choice  fur- 
niture of  our  fouls ;  and  from  a  plentiful 
ftore  of  them  we  fhall  find  we  are  both 
qiialified  and  difpdfed  to  teach  others  in  the 
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8  E  R  M*  inoft  inftrudive  and  affefting  manner.  Thtf 
^ii  J— >  lioly  Scriptures  will  furnifh  us  with  a  rich 
variety  of  the  pureft  and  fublimefl  fenti- 
ments  moral  and  divine:  and  in  pther 
writers  ancient  and  modern  we  may  find  a 
great  number  more,  or  at  leaft  the  fame 
greatly  diverfified  and  fet  in  a  thoufand 
beautiful  and  ftriking  lights.  That  our 
minds  may  be  repknifhed  with  an  abun-^ 
dant  ftore  and  delightful  variety  of  fuch 
thoughts,  fentiments,  and  impreflions,  as 
the  bcft  of  mankind  have  felt  and  defcribed 
concerning  God,  providence,  virtue,  and 
every  thing  relating  to  the  great  intereft  of 
mankind,  we  muft  gather  from  all  quarters : 
whether  the  writers  be  Chriftian  or  Pagaq, 
let  us  think  it  our  duty  to  borrow  what- 
ever is  good  and  pure,  whatever  bears  the 
marks  of  a  heart  fmitten  with  the  love  of 
truth  and  virtue.  / 

But  as  virtue,  when  difplayed  in  the  pu- 
reft precepts  or  beft  defcriptions,  has  only 
a  faint  and  languid  power  over  our  minds, 
when  compared  with  what  we  feel  when 
it  appears  exerted  into  adion,  in  the  moft 
interefting  circumftances  of  a  good  manV 
life  J  it  muft  be  of  very  great  ufe  to  us,  ta 
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be  tumifhed  with  a  large  colledion  of  the 
moft  uncommon  and  driking  examples  of 
the  feveral  moral  and  divine  virtues  which 
ire  to  be  found  either  in  facfed  or  com- 
mon hiftory:  When  thefe  are  introduced 
in  a  proper  place,  and  painted  with  true 
fmiplidty,  they  can  never  fail  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  hearers,  make  deep  im- 
preflions  on  their  minds,  continue  rivetted 
in  their  memories,  and  give  them  the 
plaineft,  jufteft,  and  moil  engaging  vieW 
of  the  great  virtues  of  the  Ghiiflian  life. 
And  that  thefe  improvements  of  under- 
Handing  may  be  more  ufeful  to  the  worlds 
we  muft  firft  endeavour  to  attain  that  in* 
fight  into  the  make  and  frame  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  which  will  point  out  to  us  the 
(horteft,  moft  fuccefsful  and  agreeable  me- 
thod of  informing  the  underftanding  and 
touching  the  heart;  and  then  to  acquire 
that  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  the  tern-* 
pers  and  charaders  of  men^  which  will 
dired:  us  how  to  advife  arid  reprove  with- 
out offence,  and  with  juft  hope  of  fuccefs* 
There  rtmain  many  other  branches  of 
knowledge,  which  would  not  only  be  orna- 
mental, but  highly  ufeful  to  us  in  the  way 
Vol.  L  I  of 
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S  £  R  M.  of  otir  iacred  bufmefe ;  bi)t  the  time  allot*^ 
ted  for  this  difcourfe  will  not  allow  me  to 
enumerate  them. 

To  conclude  this  head  of  difcourfe,  let  it 
be  obferved,  that  befides  the  great  advaa-^ 
tages  of  learning  already  mentioned,  there 
are  others  not  to  be  defpifed«     A  large 
field  of  fcience  aflfords  our  minds  a  delight^ 
ful  fceae,  in  which  they  may  expatiate 
with  pleafure:  the  pleafing  projeiito  and 
hopes  of  making  improvement  in  this  or 
the  other  branches  of  ufeful  literature  en- 
Kven  life,  and  .preferve  it  from  that  lan- 
guor aqd  deadnefs,  to  which  it  can  fcarce 
fail  to  be  f\jibj«cled,  when  it  is  not  animat- 
ed with  fome  defign,  or  (Ureded  to  fome 
valuable  end :  and,  which  is  (till  of  more 
importance,  the  thirft  and  purfuit  of  know- 
ledge may  coptribute  to  preferve  us  from 
that  immerfion  into  worldly  aflfairs,  of  which 
thofe  mufl  be  in  no  fmall  danger,  who  have 
not  fome   employment    for    their   leiiure 
hours.     To  which   may  be   added,    that 
without  a  competent  degree  of  knowledge^ 
t^e  can  fcarce  efcape  falling  into  fuch  blun- 
ders in  our  public  appearances  as  well  a» 
private  converfation^  as  muft  expofe   us 
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to  dxexidkiile  of  the  more  knowing  and  serm. 
ingenious  part  of  mankind.  But  amidft 
all  cmr  d^>ecuUtive  ftudies,  let  us  flill  re- 
membery  that  all  the  improvements  of  the 
miderftanding,  all  the  treafures  of  the  me- 
raory^  all  the  ornaments  of  the  imagina-^ 
tioD^  mud  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  pu- 
nfication  and  refinement  of  the  heart; 
which  leads  me  to  confider,  in  the  fecbnd 
place, 

a-  Thofe  moral  endowments  which  are 
required  of  us  by  the  rule  of  the  Apoftle 
in  the  text,  and  which  are  abfolutcly  ne*- 
ceflary  to  fit  us  for  the  performing  of  the 
duties  of  our  facred  office  with  faithfulnefs 
and  fuccefs.  As  the  heart  is  the  feat  of  all 
the  virtues,  the  whole  improvement  of  it 
confifts  in  cherifhing  and  ftrengthening 
within  our  bofoms  all  thofe  virtues  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  teach 
and  recommend  unto  others.  There  is  one 
di^fition  which  forms  a  principal  part  o^ 
that  temper  of  mind  which  becomes  a  Mi- 
oifter  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus,  and  has  a 
mighty  influence  on  his  whole  behaviour 
and  every  part  of  his  condud,  and  there* 
fore  (bould  be  cultivated  by  us  with  the  ut- 
I  2  moft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ii6  CbdraSler  cf  a  Minified. 

itooft  care ;  and  thait  isy  a  noble  elevittio]^  of 
foul  above  this  prefcnt  fenfible  world  and 
all  its  tranfitory  enjoyments.  Our  hearta 
cannot  be  raifed  to  this  divine  temper  in 
any  other  way  but  by  a  full  conridion^' 
that  all  thofe  things  which  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind love  with  fo  much  ardour^  and  purfue 
with  fuch  keennefs,  can  never  make  them 
happy ;  and  that  the  true  happinefs  of  life 
arifes  from  the  exercife  of  purity,  fincerity, 
charity,  piety,  the  confcioufnefs  of  thefe 
virtues,  the  fenfe  of  the  divine  favour,  and 
the  raviflxing  profped  of  a  bleffcd  immor- 
tality. 

That  we  may  attain  this  real  elevation  of 
foul,  we  muft  accuftom  ourfelves  to  a  fre- 
quent and  lively  contemplation  of  God,  to 
a  ftedfaft  imitation  of  all  his  moral  perfec- 
tions, and  to  rejoice  above  all  things  in  the 
humble  and  modeft  hope  of  being  exalted 
to  the  perfed  and  everlafting  enjoyment  of 
him  in  an  eternal  world*  For  if  we  once 
felt  and  experienced  the  happinefs  that  the 
contemplation  of  God,  the  refemblance  of 
his  moral  perfedion's^  and  the  fenfe  of  his 
friendfliip  afford,  there  would  fpring  from 
thence  an  unalterable  perfuafion,  that  life 
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with  all  its  otiier  enjoyments,  without  thefe  s  E  R  M. 
pure  and  ipiritual  pleafures,  is  but  a  vain 
dream^  a  tranfient  ihadow,  a  feries  of  delu- 
five  amufements,  which  may  flatter  us  for 
a  while  with  fair  and  diilant  promifes  of 
happinefs,  but  muft  foon  leave  us  in  diiap- 
pointment  and  forrow. 

Without  this  ftrohg  fenfe  of  the  vanity 
and  eoiptinefs  of  all  prefent  and  fenfible 
things,  and  a  clear  view  of  the  reality,  im^ 
portance^  and  tranfcendent  worth  of  fpiri^ 
tual  and  unfeen  objedis,  we  are  not  prepar- 
ed to  defcend  into  the  world,  and  to  encoun- 
ter the  temptations  of  it.  It  is  this  eleva- 
tion of  foul  that  muft  infpire  us  with  a 
hearty  contempt  of  that  fcrambling  for 
worldly  dignity  and  advancement,  which 
muft  certainly  be  a  great  reproach  to  us^ 
who  inculcate  upon  others  that  it  ought  to 
be  their  only  ambition  to  a£l:  their  part  well 
in  that  ftation  Providence  has  aftigned  them, 
and  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  God, 
which  is  the  perfedlion  of  glory  and  ho- 
nour. It  is  this  muft  preferve  us  from  the 
mean  and  fordid  defign  of  fcraping  toge- 
ther wealth  and  riches,  which  is  utterly  un- 
joining us  who  caU  on  tlie  reft  of  man<i 
I  3  kind 
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kind  to  moderate  their  defircs  of  thcfe 
things,  and  whofe  bufmefs  it  13  to  perfuadQ 
others,  that  the  friendship  of  God,  and  thofe 
virtues  and  graces  which  form  them  ^o  hisf 
refcmblance,  are  the  only  real  and  durable 
riches ;  and  it  is  this  muft  fecure  ourfelvcs 
from  being  dazzled  with  the  fhew  and  glit-^ 
ter  of  human  life,  while  we  preach  unto 
oihtx^  Xh2X  the  fajbion  of  this  'voorld  pnjfeth 
away^  and  thsU:  fpiritual  and  divine  things 
alone  fhine  with  real  and  everiafting  glory. 
\x.  is  the  experience  of  the  joys  of  a  hea- 
yenly  frame  of  mind  that  muft  prevent  ou» 
mingling  with  the  generality  of  mankind 
in  their  low  and  fordid  purfuits,  and  enter- 
ing with  vehemence  into  their  little  parties 
and  faftions,  formed  on  worldly  views,  and 
conduced  by  worldly  meafures.  It  is  aa 
high  relifh  of  the  pleafurcs  of  the  fpirituaj 
and  divine  life  which  will  feat  u&  is  it  were 
in  fecurity  on  an  eminence,  from  whence 
we  may  look  down  with  Wonder  mixed  with 
pity  on  the  blinded  fons  of  men,  who,  lika 
phildren,  ve  contending  with  the  utmof^ 
keennefs  fcNr  baubles  and  toys,  which  dazzle 
their  eyes  for  a  while  with  a  vain  glare, 
but  muft  foon  vanifh  like  a  dream  irrln  this 
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fkustion  c^  mind,  and  with  this  mournful 
Tiew  of  the  Hate  of  mankind/ we  mud  be 
animated  with  the  warmed  zeal  to  take  the 
veil  off  their  eyes  and  convince  them  of 
their  ignorance. 

What  ignorance  ?  I  do  not  mean  their 
ignorance  of  the  intimate  natures  and  ef- 
fences  of  things,  their  ignorance  of  the 
great  plan  of  Providence,  and  of  number- 
lefs  paft,  prefent,  and  future  tranfadions  of 
the  univerfej  in  a  word,  I  do  not  mean 
that  ignorance  of  things,  which  is  com- 
monly acknowledged,  even  by  the  acuteft 
philofophers,  though,  no  doubt,  that  kind  of 
ignorance  is  humbling  enough :  but  I 
mean  a  more  lamentable,  more  mortifying, 
more  fatal  ignorance ;  their  ignorance  of 
thofe  things  which  are  the  proper  fcience 
of  man  in  his  prefent  ilate ;  their  igno^ 
ranee  of  the  inherent  bafenefs  of  vice,  and 
the  mifery  that  is  infeparable  from  it,  and 
of  the  intrinfic  excellence  of  virtue,  and 
the  happinefs  that  always  accompanies  it ; 
their  ignorance  of  the  vanity  and  nothing- 
nefs  of  worldly  pleafures,  and  the  everlaft- 
ing  worth  and  importance  of  fpiritual  and 
divine  enjoyments:  in  a  word,  their  ig- 
norance of  this  great  and  cardinal  truth, 
I  4  (ba$ 
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SERM.  that  it  //  life  eternal  to  know  the  only  true 
Gody  and  Jefus  Cbrift  whom  he  bath  fent. 
How  pathetic  and  emphatical  is  the  de- 
fcripdon  we  have  of  this  blindnefs  of  man- 
kind :  Tboufayef^Iam  ricb  and  increafed 
wit b  goods ^  and  bave  need  of  notbing ;  and 
knowef  not  tbat  tbou  art  wretcbedy  mifer-f^ 
ahle^  and  poor y  and  blind^  and  naked  *. 

Let  it  be   obferved,   that  what  is  faid 
here  about  the  ignorance  of  mankind,  is 
not  to  be  underftood  as  if  they  had  no 
theory  or  fpeculative  notions  ?ibout  the  chief 
good  and  true  happinefs,   for  the  great^ft 
part  of  them  have  fomething  of  this  kind  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  underftood  of  their  not  hav- 
ing fuch  an  intimate  and  commanding  con- 
viaion  of  this  grand  truth,  that  the  only 
true  happihefs  lies  in  the  knowledge,   the 
love,   the  refemblance,    the  enjoyment  of 
God  the  fovereign  good,  as  will  make  every 
other  fhadpw  of  happinefs  quit?  difappear, 
and  leave  the  mind  in  the  full  ?ind  unalter- 
able perfuafion  that  this  fpiritual  happinefs 
is  all  in  all  for  time  and  for  eternity* 

Befides  the  many  great  advantages  al- 
ready mentioned,  arifmg  from  a  true  eler 

•  Rev.  ill.  17, 
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Tation  of  foul  above  fenfible  things,  we  serm. 
may  add  feveral  more;  fuch  as,  that  it 
gives  a  real  dignity  to  our  inward  charac- 
ter, a  commanding  influence  to  our  exam* 
ple,  an  uncommon  force  and  fuUimity  to 
our  difcourfes,  renders  our  bufmefs  our 
chief  delight  and  joy,  and  makes  our  light 
Jo  tojbinc  before  men^  that  they  feeing  our 
good  works  J  JhaU  glorify  our  heavenly  Fa^ 
tbtr.  But  the  time  allotted  for  this  dif-- 
courfe  will  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  on 
thefe  things. 

Perhaps  fome  may  think,  that  the  pic- 
txure  here  given  of  that  purity  and  elevation 
of  heart,  which  becomes  an  inftru^ior  of 
mankind,  is  painted  too  high,  or  far  be- 
yond the  life.  But  furelyitmuft  be  owned, 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  the,  higheft 
pitch  of  virtue  attainable  in  this  prefent 
ftate.  A  litde  attention  may  convince  us, 
that  we  are  capable  of  arriving  at  incompa- 
rably higher  imprelRons  of  God  and  divine 
things  than  we  commonly  feel.  We  may, 
by  due  care,  and  the  aids  of  divine  grace, 
rife  to  a  pitch  of  efteem,  admiration,  love, 
and  joy,  in  the  contemplation  of  God, 
pomparcd  with  which  pur  ordinary  fenti- 
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ments  and  feelings  are  but  like  the  faint 
impreflion  made  upon  our  minds  by  the 
idea  of  the  fun   when  abfent,  compared 
with  what  we  are  confcious  of  when  we 
behold  him  fhining  in  all  his  glory.     Nay, 
is  it  not  matter  of  wonder  and  ailonifh-^ 
ment,  that  we  whp  believe,  we  who  in- 
culcate upon  others,  that  there  is  almighty 
power,  infinite  wifdom,  and  perfed):  good* 
nefs,  perpetually  prefiding  over  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  engaged  on  the  fide  of  righte- 
oufnefs  and  righteous  perfons ;  is  it  not,  I 
fay,  very  amazing,  that  by  this  belief  our 
fouls  are  not  raifcd  into  a  perpetual  tranf- 
port  of   joy  and  wonder,    to  fomething 
tranfcendently  higher  than   we  have  yet 
felt — than  we  can  well  exprefs  by  all  the 
power  of  language  ?     Surely  it  muft  ap- 
pear very  furprifing  to  thofe  who  confider 
things  calmly,  that    we   who    preach  to 
others  that  life  and  immortality  are  brought 
to  light  by  the  Gojpel^  and  who  profefs  to 
entertain  the  firm  and  unfhaken  hope  of 
another  and  better  life,  are  not  eftabliihed 
by  that  glorious  hope  in  an  uninterrupted 
lind  delightful  exaltation  of  foul,  above  all 
thofe  things  which  engrofs  the  hearts  and 
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employ  the  whole  lives  of  worldly  men,  S  E  R  M. 
Can  there  be  a  more  elevating,  a  more  tri-  -l  -  /-  .,r 
umphant  expedlation,  than  that  of  living 
for  ever  in  the  abodes  of  perfedl  know- 
ledge, virtue,  and  happinefs?  Is  it  not 
the  natural  effedk  of  fuch  a  glorious  hope, 
to  deaden  in  us  the  love  of  this  vain  world, 
and  make  Us  pant  after  a  better  ?  Every 
man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth 
himfelf  even  as  he  is  pure  *.  Let  us  en* 
deavour  then,  by  the  proper  helps  of  re- 
tirement, meditation,  and  prayer,  to  attain 
clearer  views  of  the  Deity  and  of  divine 
things,  to  feel  higher  impreflions  of  their 
worth  and  majefty,  and  to  grow  daily 
more  convinced  of  their  reality  and  im- 
portance, and  of  the  joy  and  happinefs 
that  arife  from  the  love  and  contemplation 
pf  them. 

But  let  iionc  conclude  from  what  is  faid, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Minifter  of  the  Gof- 
pel  to  devote  his  whole  life  to  contempla-* 
tion,  to  retire  from  the  world,  and  main- 
tain as  little  converfe  with  mankind  as  an 
hermit  fhut  up  in  his  cell. — By  no  means. 
^Ple  moft  perfed  charader  of  a  teacher  of 
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true  religion  is  that  of  one  who  lives 
among  mankind,  converfes  with  them, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  retains  as  much  pu- 
rity of  mind,  and  difcovers  as  much  dif^ 
engagement  of  heart  from  the  world,  as  if 
he  were  entirely  feparated  from  it.  For 
fuch  a  man  is  fitted  to  moderate  the  defires 
of  worldly  things  in  the  reft  of  mankind, 
to  lower  their  high  notions  of  the  excel- 
lence and  happinefs  which  they  imagine  to 
arife  from  the  pofleffion  and  enjoyment  of 
them,  to  difplay  the  fuperior  worth  and 
importance  of  thofe  things  which  are  fpi- 
ritual  and  divine,  and  to  fpread  a  fenfe  of 
God  and  religion  wherever  he  goes,  and 
with  whomfoever  he  converfes:  that  this 
is  the  proper  charader  of  a  teacher  of  true 
religion  is  very  evident :  for  this  was  the 
charader  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Before  I  finifh  this  part  of  the  difcourfe 
concerning  that  temper  of  mind  which  is 
in  a  peculiar  manner  becoming  us  who  are 
minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  and  highly  necef^ 
fary  to  qualify  us  to  fulfil  the  dpties  of  pur 
ftation,  I  muft  mention  one  important 
virtue  which  fhould  be  cultivated  \yith  th^ 
greateft    care,    and    rs^ifed  to  its   higbeft. 
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pitch  ;  and  that  is,  an  unfeigned  good- will  SERM. 
and  kind  aflfedion  to  our  brethren  of  man- 
kind.    For    this  purpofe    let    us  confider 
them  in  all  thofe  tender  views  which  may 
contribute  to  endear  them  to  us,  not  only 
as  children  of  the  fame  great  Parent  of  all, 
and  as  partakers  of  the  fame  nature,  but  as 
creatures,  fallen  and  degraded,  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  ignorance,  corruption,  and  guilt ; 
as  exiles  in  the  fame  place  of  banifhment 
from  our  native  country  ;  as  fellow-fufferers 
in  the  fame  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftrefs; 
as  being  equally  liable  to  all  the  pains  and 
calamities  of  this  life,  and  equally  fubjeft 
to  the  ftroke  of  death ;  as  fellow-travellers 
towards  the  fame  unfeen  world ;  as  follow- 
ers of  the  fame  great  Leader ;  and  as  hav- 
ing all  the  difficulties  and  hardfhips  of  our 
ftruggli^g  ft^^^  of  pilgrlinage,-  fwectened 
with   hopes  which  depend  on  the  fame 
great  friend  and  benefador  of  human  kind, 
even  the  hopes  of  mingling  with  the  divine 
aflembly  above,  and  there  triumphing  for 
ever  over  all  the  miferies  of  this  mortal 
ftate.     And  if  we  lay  open  our  fouls  to  the 
full  power  of  thefe  interefting  views  of  our 
fellow^creatures,  we    fhall  foon  feel  our 
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S  E  R  M.  hearts  ftreaming  out  towards  them^  in  fuch 
a  ftrong  flow  of  tcndernefs  and  benevcK 
lence,  as  will  extinguifh  the  pride  and  va- 
nity that  are  apt  to  arife  from  the  little  acci*- 
dental  advantages  one  man  has  above  ano- 
ther. How  is  it  poflible  that  our  hearts 
fhould  fwell  with  pride  upon  the  account 
of  any  little  tranfient  fuperiority,  when 
we  refle<a  that  we  are  all  on  a  level  in  fo 
many  important  circumftances^  and  that 
all  worldly  diftindions  will  foon  be  anni- 
hilated ? 

It  is  from  thefe  views  too  of  our  Chrif^ 
tian  brethren,  jhat  we  (hall  feel  our 
hearts  melted  down  into  a  mild  and  for- 
giving temper.  ELas  any  one  injured  us  \ 
Let  us  confider  mankind  in  a  juft  light, 
and  it  will  immediately  (hike  us  that  the 
injury  was  done  either  through  ignoraiice^ 
or  the  impetuofity  of  fome  ungovernable 
paflion.  In  both  thefe  cafes,  he  that  did 
the  wrong  is  more  properly  an  objed  of 
pity  and  compafBon,  than  of  anger  and  re* 
fentment.  Befides,  how  can  we  continue 
implacable  to  others  for  thofe  miftakes  and 
workings  of  irregular  paflions  to  which  we 
are  liable  ourfelves  ? 
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To  which  we  may  add,  as  a  thing  of  SKRM. 
great  importance,  that  it  is  from  confider* 
ing  our  brethren  in  thefe  endearing  views, 
that  we  (hall  feel  ourfelves  infpired  with 
the  principles  of  true  Chriflian  moderation. 
When  we  obfervc  others  differing  from  us 
in  opinion  about  lefler  points  ;  or  eren,  as 
it  appears  to  us,  erring  from  the  truth  in 
more  important  matters;  it  will  immedi* 
ately  occur  to  us,  we  are  all  in  a  ftate  of 
much  darknefs,  and  equally  liable  to  mif- 
takes  and  errors*  If  we  revolve  this  one 
thought  in  our  minds  with  due  attention, 
it  can  fcarce  fail  to  foften  our  hearts,  and 
move  us  rather  with  pity,  than  pailion  and 
bitterncfs.  Real  love,  affedionate  fympa* 
thy,  and  juft  views  of  human  nature,  will 
lead  us  to  refled  on  all  that  vail  variety  of 
circumftances  which  may  prevail  on  honeft 
and  worthy  minds  to  embrace  opinions 
widely  different  from  thofe  which  we  have 
efpoufed  j  and  confequently  will  infpire  us 
with  an  abhorrence  of  the  unchriftian  prac- 
tice of  reprefenting  their  miftakes  and  de- 
figns  as  worfe  than  they  really  are,  of 
judging  harfhly  about  their  ftate  in  another 
world,  and  defiring  or  endeavouring  to  ex- 
4  .  Po^^ 
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SERM.  pofe  them  to  ill  ufage  in  this.  In  one  worcf, 
real  love  will  invariably  incline  us  to  make 
the  largeft  allowances  for  the  infirmities  of 
mankind,  to  judge  charitably  of  the  honefty 
and  fincerity  of  their  hearts  and  intentions, 
and  to  be  more  forward  to  proclaim  their 
virtues,  than  their  miftakes  and  failings* 

Further,  one  great  advantage  arifing  from 
a  mild  and  moderate  condud:  is,  that  it 
places  us  in  the  moft  favourable  fituation 
for  redifying  the  miftakes  and  errors  of 
thofe  who  have  unhappily  fallen  into  thenu 
As  long  as  we  difcover  a  real  tendernefs  for 
their  intereft  and  charaders  we  may  juftly 
hope  they  will  hearken  to  our  reafons,  and 
lay  open  their  minds  to  convidlion.  But 
as  foon  as  we  betray  anger  and  bitter* 
nefs,  or  ufe  them  harflily,  we  thereby  pre- 
vent all  the  effedk  of  the  ftrongeft  argu- 
ments. When  we  fee,  for  inftance,  youth, 
through  a  fondnefs  for  novelty,  and  the 
rafhnefs  to  which  that  feafon  of  life  is  liable, 
hurried  av^ay  to  e(t)oufe  new  opinions  with 
great  vehemence,  and  throw  off  eftablifhed 
dodtrines,  before  they  have  time  to  confider 
and  underftand  them  ;  if  we  then  difcover 
paffion  and  refentment,  we  can  never  hope 
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to  have  aiiy  power  over  their  minds.  But  S  E  R  M. 
if  we  fliow  them  by  the  whole  courfe  of 
our  behaviour,  that  we  retain  a  fmcere 
good-will  to  them,  and  a  hearty  concern 
for  their  interefts;  we  may  then  perhaps 
prevail  upon  them  to  lifteil  to  our  reafon* 
ings,  and  to  fufpend  their  forming  any  fixed 
judgment  about  the  matter,  until  cooler 
thought,  and  more  thorough  examination, 
make  them  fitter  judges  of  things.  The 
experience  of  mankind  juftifies  this  obferv- 
atioa.  A  man  of  wifdom  and  moderation 
fometimes  convinces  and  reclaims  thofe 
who  have  been  mifled ;  but  the  wrath  of 
man  never  works  the  rtghteoufnefs  of  God : 
nor  can  he  ever  hope  to  fucceed  in  his  de-, 
figns,  who  afiks  in  oppofition  to  the  meek 
and  humble  fpirit  c^  our  blefled  Saviour. 
This  deferves  the  ferious  confideration  of 
all  fiiends  to  truth  and  virtue,  and  efpeci- 
ally  of  thofe  who  are  any-^way  concerned 
in  the  education  of  the  rifing  generation. 

Further,  that  general  view  of  mankind 
prefented  to  us  above,  will  naturally  lead  us 
forward  to  confider  our  refpedlive  congre- 
gations in  a  nearer  and  more  interefting 
point  of  light,  eren  as  a  certain  portion  of 
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SERM.  thofe  fellow-travellers  committed  to  iy6H 
.^_  \  ,-.  care  through  this  journey  of  human  life^ 
and,  by  the  appointment  of  Providence^ 
efpecially  intruded  to  us  for  diredion,  af- 
fiftance,  and  confolation.  When  we  view 
bMX  people  in  this  new  and  endearing  rela- 
tion, as  depending  on  u$  for  rnftru<aion, 
when  ignorant  j  for  help,  when  drftreffed  ; 
and  for  comfort,  when  afflided ;  we  muft 
be  very  infenfible,  if  we  do  not  feel  a  new 
flow  t)f  good- will  towards  them,  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  enter  into  their  concerns,  to 
take  their  painfsf  and  feelings  upon  us,  and 
to  watch  for  opportunities  of  doing  thenor 
good*  What  though  kind  offices  among 
them  fhould  take  up  much  time,  require 
much  pains^  put  ua  to  much  real  trouble 
and  inconvenience,  rob  us  of  macny  agree-* 
able  amufementSj  and  greiatly  interrupt  de- 
lightful and  ufeful  ftudies  ?— Senfe  of  duty^ 
love  to  our  people,  and  the  pleafure  of  do- 
ing good,  will  reconcile  us  to  all  thefe  hard-* 
ihips.  A  juft  fenfe  of  the  important  rela- 
tions we  ftahd  in  to  our  refpeftive  flocks, 
and  a  genuine  feeling  of  that  tender  affisc- 
tipn  which  is  due  to  them,  will  not  allow  u^ 
to  hefitate  one  moment,^  whether  that  part 
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of  our  time  is  moft  worthily  employed,  SERM, 
which  is  taken  up  in  doing  real  offices  of.  * 
fiiendihip  among  them ;  or  that  part  of  it 
whkh  is  {jpent  in  perufing  the  fined  wri« 
idngs  of  men  of  the  greatefl  genius  that  ever 
appeared  in  the  world,  or  in  polifhing  any 
litde  compofitions  of  our  own.  Is  the  ar-- 
ranging  of  words,  the  meafuring  of  periods,, 
the  beautifying  of  language,  or  even  ftoring 
our  own  minds  with  the  divined  fentiments, 
an  employment  of  equal  dignity  and  im-- 
portance  in  itfelf,  or  equally  pleafant  on  re** 
fledion,  with  that  of  compofing  differences; 
extinguifhing  animofities;  fearching  out 
modefl:  indigent  merit,  and  relieving  it ; 
comforting  a  melancholy  heart;  giving 
counfel  to  a  perplexed  mind;  fufjiending 
pain  by  our  fympathy  and  prefencc,  though 
it  were  but  for  a  moment  j  fuggefting  to 
an  unfurnifhed  mind  proper  materials  for 
meditation  in  the  time  of  diftrefs ;  or  lay- 
ing hold  of  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
conveying  valuable  inftrudions  and  reli- 
gious impreffions  to  a  mind  little  fufceptible 
of  them  on  other  occafions  ?  There  is  no 
need  of  faying  any  thing  in  confirmation 
K  a  of 
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serM.  of  tills;  it  was  the  glorious  charader  of 
Jefus,  that  he  wtnt  about  doing  good. 

That  we  may  be  fttll  more  animated  to 
cherifti  a  real  and  tender  affe£Hon  to  the 
people  cpmmitted  to  our  care,  let  us  confi-' 
der,  that  it  muft  greatly  rncreafe  our  powet* 
of  doing  them  good.     A  fincete  good- will 
dxprefled  by  a  conftant  feries  of  kind  of- 
fices, is  the  fureft  method  of  gaining  thd 
love  and  confidence  of  mankind.     It  is  a 
powerful  charm,  which  hardly  ever  fails  to 
conquer  every  heart.     Thofe  of  the  rtieaiY- 
eft,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  greateft  capacity, 
perceive  if,  and  feel  its  fcfce ;  even  thofd 
who  could  not  be  won  by  any  other  me- 
thods^ artd  who  were  perhaps  determined 
to  defpife  and  negle£t  us,  or  thv^^art  us  irt 
otir  defigns,  will  not  be  able  to  ftand  out! 
long  againft  the  power  of  uniform  and  un- 
conquerable goodnefs.   And  when  we  have 
once  been  fo  happy  as  to  gain  the  love  and 
confidence  of  our  people,  it  muft  be  our 
own  fault  if  they  are  not  much  bettered  by 
lis :  for  we  have  then  ready  accefs  to  theii^ 
hearts  ;  and  our  inftrudions  either  in  pub-* 
lie  or  private  will  be  liftened  to  with  plea^ 
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fure,  and  imbibed  with  ^agernefs:  and  our  SE.RM. 
xeproofs   and  adnaonitions,  when  flowing    ^^^^^ 
from  love,  will  be  received  not  only  with- 
X)ut  refentment,  but  with  ftrong  dcfires  of 
amendment;  Thys  we  may  fucceed  even 
beyond  our  expectations  in  promoting  the 
eternal,  as  well  .?is  the  temporal,  intereft  of 
the  people  of  whom  we  have  the-  charge* 
But  let  us  remember  not  to  abufe  their  con- 
fidence, by  making  yfe  of  it  to  carry  on 
our  own  wprldly  dpfigns,  or  to  feed  our 
vanity  with  their  applaufes  ;  but  employ  it 
only  for  the  noble  and  divine  purpofes  of 
rendering   thpm   daily   wiftr^   better,  and 
happier* 

To  conclude  the  illuftration  of  this  firft 
rule:'  Let  us,  who  are  the  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  carefully  ftudy»th4t 
blameleflhefs  of  life,  and  that  peculiar  caft 
and  turn  of  inward  character,  without 
which  we  can  never  difcharge  the  duties  of 
our  important  ftation  with  pleafure  to  our- 
felves  or  advantage  to  others.  And,  in 
order  to  this,  let  us  learn  to  dread  and  cau- 
tiouily  avoid  that  rock  on  which  many  fplif, 
viz.  the  refting  fatisfied  with  an  imaginary 
^^cellence  of  outward  charafter,  while  we 
K  3  are 
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SERM.  are  confcious  we  poflef3  but  rery  lo^ 
raeafures  of  that  inward  excellence  which 
alone  can  render  us  beautiful  in  the  eye 
of  God.  Is  it  not  almoft  incredible,  that 
reafon^ble  beings  fliould  labour  fo  induftri- 
oufly  and  unweariedly  to  embellifh  and  ex- 
pofe  to  view  an  imaginary  felf^  whofe  fole 
exiftence  is  in  the  idea  or  breath  of  othersj^ 
while  they  ftupidly  negledt  to  improve  and 
adorn  the  real  felf  within  their  own  bo- 
foms  ?  Yet,  ftrange  as  it  is,  daily  obfervar- 
tion  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  great 
numbers  of  men  endeavour,  with  the  great- 
eft  eagernefs,  to  crowd  the  appearances  of 
all  noble  endowments  and  real  virtues  into 
their  outward  character,  while  they  have 
not  made  fo  much  as  one  fincere  and  vigor- 
ous effort  to  better  their  inward  man.  I5 
not  this  conduif):  juft  as  vain  and  lidiculous^ 
as  if  a  man  fhould  be  at  the  utmoft  pain^ 
to  beautify  a  piiJiure^  and  to  make  the 
whole  world  admire  and  applaud  it  Bfi  his 
exafl:  likenefs,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  hacl 
not  the  leaft  refemblance  of  him  j  and  hi^ 
only  fafety  from  the  utmoft  contempt  lay 
in  hiding  himfelf,  and  never  allowing  any 
•one  to  compare  the  real  uglineft  and  de- 
formity 
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formity  of  his  perfon  with  the  comelinefs  S  E  R  M. 
and  beauty  of  his  pretended  image  ?  \     j  ^ 

I  remember  a  paflage  of  an  ancient  aiiT 
thor,  in  which  this  folly  of  mankind  is  re-f 
prefented  in  a  very  ftrong  light :  "  I  have 
*'  often  wondered/'  fays  he,  ^  how  it 
'*  ihould  come  to  pafs,  that  when .  every 
^*  man  loves  himfelf  more  than  others,  yet 
^  every  man  fhould  regard  the  opinions  of 
**  others  concerning  him  more  than  his 
**  own :  for  if  God  or  an  angel  ftanding 
^  by,  fhould  command  any  of  us  to  think 
"  nothing  by  himfelf  but  what  he  fhould 
^*  prefently  fpeak  out,  no  man  would  be 
^*  able  to  endure  it  for  fo  much  as  one  day. 
^'  Thus  we  fear  more  what  our  neighbour 
?*  will  think  of  us,  than  what  we  think  an4 
i*  jiaow  pf  ourfely^s/' 
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SERMON     Ih 

The   fame  Subjed   contiaucd* 


■wp"i^F 


I  Tim.  iv.  16. 

Taie  heed  unto  thyfelf^  and  unto  thy  doElrtne^ 
and  continue  in  them ;  for  in  doing  thi^^ 
thou  (halt  both/avc  thy/elf  and  them  thqt 
hear  thee. 

MRM.  -rjAVING  attempted  to  illuftrate  and 
^^^mmj  JlJL  enforce,  at  confiderable  length,  the 
Jirji  advice  which  the  Apoftle  gives  in  this 
paflage  tp  Timothy,  and  through  him  to 
every  Minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Take  heed  t^ 
thyfelfi  I  now  proceed  to  confider  X\\tfe^ 
f^nd  advice,  Take  heed  to  thy  doSrine^ 

What  is  neceflary  for  e^^pkining  and  ilr 
luftrating  this  part  of  the  fubjedt  plainly 
^rifes  from  what  has  been  faid  pn  the 
former.     The  proper  improvement  of  the 
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pnderftanding,  already  mentioned^  will  fit   SERM, 
us  for  teaching  the  truths  of  religion  ;  and 
the  purity  of  the  heart,  already  d^fcribed, 
«vill  prepare  and  difpofe  us  to  inculcate  the 
morals  or  the  duties  of  it. 

J.  As  to  the  truths  of  religion.  From  the 
diligent  and  impartial  ftudyof  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  of  natural  religion,  we  fliali 
4>e  qualified  to  teach  all  thofe  truths  which 
are  difcoverable  gnly  by  revelation,  as  well 
js  thofe  which  the  light  of  reafon  and  re- 
velation confpire  to  didate.  It  cannot  be 
called  in  queftion,  but  that  by  this  rule, 
of  taking  heed  to  our  do&rine^  a  principal 
thing  required  of  us  is,  to  declare  the  whole 
fcheme  of  Chriftianity  fo  far  as  it  is  re- 
vealed, without  any  mixture  of  human  in- 
vention, in  that  plainnefs  and  finipKcity  in 
which  it  is  delivered  in  the  Holy  Scripture?. 
That  we  may  do  this  with  greater  faithful- 
nefs  and  impartiality,  we  muft  not  repre- 
fent  Chriftianity  as  a  ^hain  of  abftraft  fpe- 
fulations,  and  metaphyfical  truths,  linked 
together  in  a  certain  order,  and  in  a  certain 
form  of  words  of  human  contrivance  ;  but 
as  a  fet  of  important  fadts,  or  remarkable 
fcepes  of  the  great  plan  of  Providence,  in 
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.^£ltM»  'i;vl>ich  mankind  arc  deeply  intcrefted,  and 
which  could  not  have  been  brought  to 
flight  but  by  immediate  revelation.  Whci^ 
Chriftianity  is  reprefentcd  in  this  view,  it 
vvill  not  only  make  it  more  eafily  imder* 
'ftood,  but  alfo  more  eafily  defended  againdft 
the  objedions  of  its  adverfaries. 

Thus,  that  mankind  are  at  prefent  in  ^ 
(late  pf  ignorance,  guih,  and  corruption,  b 
a  faft  feen,  felt,  and  acknowledged.  That 
Jefus  Chrift  the  Saviour  is  the  only  begot- 
ten Son  of  God,  is  delivered  in  Scripture, 
in  an  eafy  manner,  as  a  plain  fad.  i  John, 
iii.  1 6.  God  fo  loved  the  worlds  thatbefent 
pis  only  begotten  fon^  l^c.  Heb.  i.  5.  To 
'whicb  of  the  angels  faid  he  at  any  time^  Thou 
art  ntyfon^  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  ? 
It  is  further  revealed  to  us.  Col.  i.  15,  16^ 
That  he  is  the  image  of  the  invifibh  God^ 
fhe  frft'born  of  every  creature ;  for  by, 
him  all  things  were  created^  that  are  in 
heaven^  and  that  are  in  earthy  pifble  and 
invi/ible;  that  he  is  the  head  of  all  princi^ 
Jfalities  and  powers.  Col.  ii.  10.  And  that 
in  the  beginning  was  the  wordy  and  the 
word  was  with  God^  and  the  word  wa^ 
(kdf  John,  i.  i.   Who  can  venture  tp  deny 
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jujy  of  thefe  fads,  and  to  affert  tliere  is  S  E  r  it 
no  perfon  exifting  to  whom  all  thofe  cha- 
radlers  in  their  full,  proper,  and  higheft 
fenfe  may  be  afcribed  ?  Who  can  pretend 
that  his  piercing  eye  hath  furveyed  the 
whole  univerfe,  and  can  declare  that  no 
-fuch  perfon  exifts  ?  AVho  has  prefumption 
-enough  to  affirm  that  he  has  feen  through 
all  the  poffibilities  of  things,  and  can  aflfure 
us,  that  it  is  impofiible  any  fuch  perfoa 
pin  exifl? 

That  the  word  was  made  Jlejh  is  men- 
tioned in  Scripture  as  another  fad.  His 
incarnation  is  no  doubt  a  myfterious  mira- 
culous thing.  Is  not  the  incarnation  of 
any  fpiritual  being  an  inexplicable  thing  to 
us,  and  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fa- 
culties ?  That  he  taught  us  the  will  of  God 
by  his  dodrine,  and  fet  us  a  pattern  of 
perfed  virtue  in  his  life,  is  another  fimple 
matter  of  fad  eafily  comprehended.  That 
by  his  humiliation,  fufFerings,  and  deaths 
Jie  made  atonement  for  the  fins  of  men ; 
that  as  a  reward  of  his  extraordinary  obe- 
dience and  fufFerings,  be  is  exalted  above 
every  name ;  that  he  now  exercifes  a  real, 
though  invifible,  dominion  over  the  world, 

*n4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j^  Chara^r  of  a  Mlnl/ier. 

and  that  he  will  come  to  judge  us  at  the 
lall  day  m  righteoufnefs ;  arc  all  delivered 
in  Scripture,  in  an  eafy  manner,  as  import- 
ant parts  of  the  great  fcheme  of  univerfal 
providence,  and  fadts  in  which  our  higheft 
interefts  are  involved. 

Now  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is 
:  an  indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty,  as  teach- 
ers of  the  religion  of  Jcfus,  to  declare  thefe 
,and  all  the  other  truths  difcovered  to  us 
by  revelation.  We  cannot  juftify  ourfelvos 
as  having  declared  the  whole  counfel  of 
God,  if  we  overlook  any  of  them,  negledl 
to  teach  them,  or  treat  them  only  in  a 
tranfient  and  fuperficial  manner  ;  for  thefe 
dodrines  of  Chriftianity  are  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  mankind.  Is  it  not  of  in\- 
portance,  of  great  importance,  to  creatures 
in  a  ftate  of  ignorance,  corruption,  and 
guilt,  tP  have  it  made  known  to  them  by 
an  undoubted  revelation,  that,  in  the  ori-^ 
ginal  plau  of  the  divine  government,  there 
is  a  remedy  provided  for  their  misfortunes? 
How  comfortable  and  rejoicing  is  the  dif- 
covery  that  there  is  a  particular  difpenfa* 
tion  of  providence  carrying  on  by  the  Son 
*  and  Spirit  of  God   for  the  recovery  and 
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filvation  of  mankind,  who  are  in  a  ftate  of  S  E  R  M. 

11. 
apoftacy  and  ruin  ?     Does  it  not  •  mightily  t_,  ^'  _r 

concern  us  to  know  thofe  duties  and  in- 
ward a<as  of  religion  which  are  due  to  Jc- 
fas  Chrift   the    Mediator,   and    the    Holy 
Ghoft  the  guide  and  fandifier  of  mankind  ? 
Is    it    tiot   beyond    ^11    contradidion   a 
matter  of  unfpeakable  importance,  to  have 
it  confirmed  to  us  by  an  infallible  revela- 
tionj  that  this  wht)Ie  univerfe  is  one  vafi: 
and  immortal  eitipire,  of  which  God  is  the 
king  and  head  ;   and  that  virtue  and  devo-*- 
tion  are  the  great,  the  (landing,  and  ever-' 
lafting  laws  of  this  great  kingdom,  to  which 
all  rational   beings  ought  to  pay  a  volun-* 
tary  fubjedion  ?     Can  it  be  denied  to  be 
of  the  higheft  confequeiice  tons,  to  have 
the  particular  branches  of  thefe  immutable 
lawSj  delivered  to  us  by  a  mefleftger  from 
heaven,  veiled  with  the  higheft  authority ; 
and  not  to  be  left  to  gather  them  from  an- 
cient traditions  of  an  uncertain  fource,  from 
long  diedudlions  of  human  reafonings,  from 
the  admonitions  of  phiiofophers,  or  evea 
from  the  didlates  of  our  own  hearts,  where 
there  are  fuch  great  mixtures  of  impurity  ? 
Is  it  not  a  rhighty  advantage  to  have  all 
thefe  rules  of  life  exemplified  in  a  perfect 
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.  $  B  R  M.  pattern  by  one  clotted  with  niortality,  and' 
..  '  ■  who  was  in  all  points  tcmpud  like  as  we  are^ 
yet  without  Jin  ?  Is  it  not  a  thing  of  uni** 
verfally  acknowledged  irtiportancej  to  have 
it  afcertained  to  ns  by  one  who  came  from 
the  fpiritual  and  unfeen  world,  that  the 
righteous  fliall  live  there  in  immortal  hap* 
pinefs  and  glory,  and  that  the  wicked  and 
difobedient  fhall  be  thrufl:  down  to  a  place 
of  everlafting  punifliment?  Is  it  not  of 
importance  to  the  world,  that  thefe  great 
.  truths  of  Chriftianity  fliould  be  imprinted 
on  the  minds  of  the  prefent  race  of  men^ 
and  tranfmitted  down  to  fucceedihg  gene- 
rations ?  Is  there  a  fucceffion  of  teachers 
appointed  in  the  Chriflian  church  for  this 
very  purpofe  ?  Let  us  then  bethink  our- 
felves  how  we  (hall  anfwer  to  the  worlds 
to  our  own  confciences ^  and  to  God  the 
judge  of  all,  if  we  fail:  in  this  great  branch 
of  our  dutyi 

2.  As  to  the  duties  of  religiom  This 
hile.  Take  heed  to  thy  doSrine^  requires  us 
to  take  heed  how  we  teach  the  duties  of 
the  Gofpel.  That  purity  and  elevation  of 
heart  which  was  recommended  under  the 
former  rule,  will  both  qualify  and  difpofe 
uiB  to  teach  and  inculcate  the  whole  com* 
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pafe  ©impractical  religion  and  morality  in.  S  ER  M* 
the  higheft  pitch  of  perfedion  attainable  hy 
mankind.  It  is  of  great  confequence  to 
diijplay  a  high  ilandard  of  morale  before  the 
eyes  of  mankind  ;  fdr  nothing  can  be  more 
dangerous  than  to  lower  and  accommodate: 
it  to  the  prevailing  taftes  or  opinions  of  a 
degenerate  age*  If  we  come  low,  men 
will  fatisfy  themfclves  with  fomething  ftill 
lower.  Our  Saviour  has  fufficiently  di*^ 
reded  our  condud  in  this  matter,  both  by 
his  dodrine  and  example^  Mattl^  v.  48.  Be 
ytperfeSl^  as  your  heavenly  Father  is  perfeS. 
Tboujhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  hearty  and  with  all  thy  foul ^  and  with 
all  thy  mind;  thou  fbalt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thy f elf  Matt.  xxii.  37.  39.  Whofoever 
Jball  break  one  of  the  leaf  of  thefe  com* 
niandments^  andfhall  teach  menfo^  hefoall 
he  called  the  leaf  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  : 
but  vohofoever  Jhall  do^  and  teach  thejn^  the 
fimeffall  be  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Matt.  v.  19.  His  whole  divine 
fermbn  on  the  Mount  is  a  fummary  of  purd 
rdigionj  freed  from  all  thofe  corrupt  gloflea 
and  abatements  which  .  had  been  intro- 
duced  to  favour  the  corruptions  of  the  hu^ 
$  man 
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SERM.  man  heart;  and  his  life  is  a  ftandirig  atid 
vifible  pattern  of  the  higheft  and  pureft 
virtue*  Now,  though  we  cannot  expert 
that  mankind  will  ever  arrive,  in  this  ftate 
of  imperfedion,  to  a  perfe<!l:  eonfoi:iiiky  to 
the  divine  law  j  yet  it  is  of  great  ufe  to  fet 
the  fublime  ftandai'd  full  in  their  view.- 
For  we  cdn  never  unveil  to  mankind  in  a 
clear  manner,  their  hidden  hypbcrify  and 
corruption,  check  the  growth  of  their  fe- 
cret  pride,*^beget  in  them  humility  and 
lowlinefs  of : mind,  and  lead  them  to  value 
juftly  the  joyful  dodrine  of  Chriftianityy 
that  God  accepts  of  fmcerity  inftead  of 
perfedion,  through  the  propitiation  of 
Jefus;  unlefs  we  give  them  a  full  view  of 
the  purity  and  perfedion  of  th^  divine  law^ 
and  dired  them  to  compare  themfelves  im- 
partially with  it,  and  thus  convince  them 
how  far  they  fall  below  it*  Befides,  we 
can  never  explain  the  great  dodrine  of  fm- 
cerity as  a  term  of  our  acceptance  with 
God,  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  it  fhall  not  be 
liable  to  many  dangerous  abufesj  unlefs  we 
reprefent  a  perpetual  aim  and  endeavour  at 
an  higher  degree  of  perfedion  as  the  very 
eflence,  or,  at  leaft,  an  infeparable  pro- 
perty 
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perty  of  it  Neither  can  we  carry  Chrif-  s  E  r  m. 
dans  forward  in  a  conftant  pf ogrefs  toward 
pcrfeSion,  unlefs  we  fliow  them  fome  pitch 
of  it  which  they  have  not  yet  attained,  to 
excite  their  defires  and  animate  their  en- 
deavourSk 

But  we  tntift  not  leave  this  head  without 
obfervlngi  that  when  we  have  fet  before  our 
hearers  the  pureft  and  highell  fiandard  of 
religion^  it  is  our  duty  at  the  fame  time  to 
admonifh  them  not  to  rely  too  much  upon 
it.  Men  may  have  the  jufteft  and  fub- 
limeft  ideas  of  virtue  and  religion,  and  yet 
remain  under  the  power  of  their  guiky 
paflions.  Nay^  perhaps^  it  is  eafier  to 
frame  the  higheft  ideas  of  what  is  our  duty 
in  every  circumftance  of  life,  than  to  prac- 
tife  the  loweft^  All  our  ideas  are  only 
pidures  or  images  of  things  in  our  imagi- 
nation ;  and  what  appears  fair  and  beauti- 
ful to  men  in  the  theory,  they  are  inclined 
to  believe  mud  have  the  poITeflion  of  their 
hearts,  and  a  mighty  influence  on  their 
lives.  But  in  this  they  are  often  fatally 
miftaken ;  for  when  we  look  around  us 
into  the  vrorld,  there  is  nothing  more  ob- 
fervable,  than  that  many  who  have  formed 
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the  pureft  and  worthicft  conceptions  of  thtf 
divine  perfedions,  continue  in  a  great  mca- 
fure  void  of  thofe  devout  affedlions  of  heart 
v^hich  are  due  to  them*  In  like  manner, 
liiany  of  thofe  who  difplay  in  their  dif* 
courfes  ^nd  writings  the  jufteft  and  nobleft 
views  of  the  native  excellence  of  virtue,  and 
its  importance  to  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind, make  very  n>ekncholy  difcoveries  in 
their  life,  that  it  has  fcarc^fe  any  power  over 
their  hearts.  Since,  therefore,  they  are  apt 
to  deceive  themfelves^  fondly  imagining 
that  thofe  things  are  infeparaWy  conneded 
together,  which  daily  obfervation  and  ex* 
perience  convince  us  are  widely  diftant ; 
it  is  certainly  the  budnefs  of  thofe  who 
are  appointed  their  inftrudtors,  to  guard 
them  againft  fuch  dangerous  and  fatal  mif- 
takes. 

Again,  the  goodnefs  of  heart  required 
and  expedited  from  us  by  the  former  rule, 
muft  lead  us  to  remark  with  great  concern, 
the  manifold  failures  of  mankind  in  the 
great  duties  of  pratftical  religion  ;  and  pap- 
ticularly  to  obferve  thofe  failures  which  are 
moft  remarkable  and  undifputed  in  the  age 
or  place  of  the  world  in  which  we  live* 
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Do  we  live  in  an  age  when  devotion  is  SERM. 
&llen  into  difrepute,  when  whole  fets  of 
men  difcover  many  marks  of  indifference 
and  contempt  of  all  ferious  appearances  of 
true  religion,  and  look  upon  pious  difpo- 
fitions  as  unneceffary  or  fuperfluous  ingre- 
dients of  a  worthy  character  ?  In  fuch  a 
fituation  of  things,  unaffeded  goodnefs 
will  prompt  us  to  fuit  our  inflrudions  to 
the  temper  of  the  age,  and  to  urge  it 
llroQgly,  tha^  adoration,  elleem,  love,  gra- 
titude, truft,  and  confidence,  are  as  really 
due  to  God,  as  good- will  and  ads  of  bene- 
ficence are  due  to  men  ;— that  the  relations 
betwixt  God  and  his  creatures  are  at  leaft 
as  real  and  immutable  as  the  relations  be- 
twixt one  creature  and  another.*— That  the 
pureft  and  moil  durable  joys  of  human  life 
arife  from  the  love  of  God,  and  an  un- 
bounded truft  and  confidence  in  his  provi- 
dence.— ^Nay,  that  without  the  love  of  God 
and  truft  in  his  goodnefs,  there  is  a  thick 
darknefs  fpread  over  all  things,  and  all  ra« 
tional  fecurity  of  joy  is  quite  deftroyed^ 
that  truth,  integrity,  and  charity,  aijd  all 
the  ibcial  virtues,  muft  want  their  great 
fupport^  when  there  is  no  hope,  no  truft, 
L  2  in 
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S  E  R  M.  la  an  Almighty  Being  who  delights  in  thefe 
.       '    .  virtues,  is  the  prefent  friend,  and  will  be 


the  eternal  rewarder,  of  thofe  who  uni- 
formly pradlife  them ;  and  that  the  want 
of  juft  and  rational  piety  towards  God, 
•  whatever  other  virtues  we  may  boaft  of, 
certainly  fhall  not  pafs  unpunifhcd  under 
his  righteous  adminiftration. 

Betides  what  is  already  faid  concerning 
the  neceffity  and  advantages  of  true  devo- 
tion, there  remains  another  confideratioa 
of  very  great  importance,  namely,  that  not 
only  the  ftable  and  uniform  pradice  of  all 
the  virtues,  but  alfo  the  purity  and  per- 
fedion  of  them  in  the  eye  of  God,  depend 
in  a  great  meafure  on  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  in- 
finite perfedtion,  and  what  is  due  to  it. 
For  the  illuftration  of  this  point,  let  us  fup- 
pofe  a  man  whofe  charadcr  is  not  only 
beautified  with  all  the  private  virtues,  truth, 
fmcerity,  juftice,  charit}%  temperance,  for- 
titude, but  alfo  with  all  the  public  virtues, 
zeal  for  the  common  good  of  fociety,  un- 
wearied labours  to  promote  it,  and  joy  in 
the  eftablifhment  and  advancement  of  it : 
if  fuch  a  perfon  (hould  contemplate  his  vir- 
tues with^  a  felfiih  kind  of  delight  as  his 
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own  produdions,  and  the  fruits  of  his  own  s  E  R  M. 
labour  and  induftry,  inwardly  valuing  him- 
felf  on  account  of  them,  and  fecretly  tri- 
umphing in  his  fuperiority  to  others;  is 
it  not  evident  that  this  mixture  of  vanity 
and  felf-applaufe  would  greatly  fully  the 
beauty,  and  diminifli  the  worth,  of  the  cha- 
rader,  in  the  judgment  of  God  and  every 
good  being  ?  Now,  is  there  any  fuch  ef- 
fe&ual  method  of  bearing  down  that  felf- 
admiration  and  felf-complacency  which  are 
fo  apt  to  arife  from  the  view  of  any  little 
excellencies  we  poflefs,  as  the  comparing 
them  with  the  infinite  perfedtions  of  the 
divine  nature  (which  muft  make  them  al- 
moft  difappear),  and  the  habitual  acknow- 
ledging, from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
that  it  is  God  who  makes  us  differ  from 
odiers,  and  beftows  upon  us  all  thofe  vir- 
tues and  talents  of  which  we  are  fo  unjuftly 
proud,  and  which  we  fo  vainly  and  fool- 
ifhly  afcribe  to  ourfelves  ?  Does  not  the 
viewing  our  graces,  attainments,  and  ac- 
compliihments  in  this  light,  fhow  us  the 
reafonablenefs  and  equity  of  afcribing  to 
God,  and  not  to  ourfelves,  all  the  praife 
and  glory  of  them  ?     We  ought  therefore 
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s  E  R  M.  to  infift  upon  it,  as  an  important  and  eflfen* 
^_^_',^  tial  principle  of  religion,  that  as  every  good 
thing  comes  from  God,  fo  it  fhould  be  re- 
ferred  to  him,  and  the  whole  honour  and 
glory  of  it  fincerely  and  perpetually  afcrib- 
ed  to  him.  Without  this,  there  can  be  no 
perfedl  humility,  no  thorough  greatnefs  of 
foul,  no  liable,  pure,  difmterefted  virtue, 
no  charadter  entirely  worthy  and  accept- 
able in  the  fight  of  him  whofe  judgment 
is  always  according  to  truth. 

That  this  is  not  mere  fpeculation,  un- 
fupported  by  experience  and  obfervation, 
might  be  made  evident,  if  it  would  not 
protraft  the  difcourfe  too  much :  for  upon 
a  careful  examination  of  the  hiftory  of  an- 
cient and  modern  ages,  it  would  appear 
» that  thofe  who  have  been  celebrated  for  a 
pure,  difinterefted,  and  ftable  integrity  and 
public  fpirit,  were  alfo  remarkable  for  a 
pious  veneration  of  the  Deity,  and  a  hum- 
ble acknowledgment  that  their  virtues,  ta- 
lents, and  fuccefles,  were  entirely  owing  to 
the  goodnefs  of  his  providence.  That  thefe 
confiderations  may  have  the  greater  weight, 
we  muft  reprefent  to  our  hearers  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  that  they  are  founded  on 
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the  authority  of  divine  revelation,  and  on  S  E  R  M. 
this  grand  and  undeniable  truth,  that  the 
infinite  goodnefs  of  God  ;8  the  fource.  of 
our  exiilence  and  virtues,  and  of  all  that 
is  great,  lovely,  or  good,  in  any  part  of 
this  vaft  univcrfe:  From  the  Father  of 
Ugbts  cometb  down  every  good  and  perfeS 
gifi^  and  therefore^  not  unto  us;^  not  unto 
us  J  but  to  him  be  the  glory. 

Further,  it  may  be  of  fingular  ufe  to 
reprefent  the  various  afts  of  religion  in 
thofe  amiable  and  inviting  lights  which 
may  touch  the  heart.  Thus,  how  pleafant 
a  fcene  muft  it  be  to  behold  a  perfon  of 
undoubted  worth  and  virtue  withdrawn 
from  the  noife  and  hurry  of  worldly  af- 
fairs ;  all  alone,  filent,  and  folemn ;  lift- 
ing up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  fixing  his 
thoughts  on  God  his  maker,  devoutly  ac- 
knowledging him  with  the  warmed  grati- 
tude as  the  author  of  his  being,  the  pre- 
ferver  of  his  life,  the  fountain  of  his  pre- 
fent  enjoyments,  and  the  grand  foundation 
of  his  future  hopes  ;  praying  him  to  for- 
give his  fins,  to  teach  him  his  will,  and  to 
guide  him  forward  in  the  paths  of  up- 
rightnefs  j  rcfigning  ^  himfelf  without  re- 
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s  E  R  M,  fefve  to  the  difpofal  of  his  providence,  and 
fettling  his  mind  in  perfeft  peace  by  truft- 
ing  firmly  in  him  ?  Again,  let  us  fuppofe 
a  family  living  in  peace,  harmony,  and  the 
uniform  pradice  of  all  virtue,  regularly 
uniting  their  hearts  and  voices  in  hymns 
of  praife  to  God  with  every  morning's 
light ;  and  when  the  ihadows  of  the  even- 
ing are  ftretched  out,  recalling  their  thoughts 
from  the  world  by  a  fong  of  praife  to  Him 
%vho  makes  the  outgoings  of  the  evenings  and 
tbp  mornings  to  rejoice :  and  then  laying 
tbemfelves  down  to  Jleep  in  peaee^  becaufe 
their  God  fujiains  tbem^  J-et  us  likewise 
fuppofe  larger  and  more  numerous  focieti^ 
meeting  together  in  religious  affemblies, 
to  pay  their  joint  homage  and  adoration  to 
the  great  Parent  of  all ;  to  celebrate  his 
univerfal  aqd  never-failing  goodnefs  in  joy- 
ful fongs  of  praife  ;  and  to  offer  up  their 
united  and  fervent  prayers,  that  he  may 
perpetually  difpofe  them  to  walk  uprightly, 
that  he  may  be  to  them  a  fun  and  Jhield^ 
may  give  them  grace  and  glory ^  and  with^ 
hold  no  good  thing  from  them. 

Is  there  any  thing  unlovely  or  forbid- 
ding, any  thing  unworthy  of  human  na- 
ture* 
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ture,  in  fuch  exercifes  of  devotion  ?  Should  SB  RM. 
V9t  have  reafon  to  be  afhamed  if  we  were  .  '^'  . 
found  employed  in  them  ?  Let  us  fuppofe 
we  knew  a  country  in  which  private  and 
public  adls  of  pure  religion  were  in  repu- 
tation, and  regularly  performed  with  fo- 
lemnity,  fincerity,  and  unaffeded  ardour ; 
fhould  we  not  love  that  country,  and  al- 
moft  wifli  we  .were  fo  happy  as  to  live  in 
fuch  a  joyful  and  devout  fociety  ? 

Let  us  farther  fuppofe,  that  thefe  de- 
vout worfhippers  difcovered  all  the  genuine 
marks  and  fymptoms  of  inward  devotion 
in  their  coimtenances  and  outward  deport- 
ment. Could  we  juftly  exprefs  a  contempt 
of  them  by  calling  them  folemn  grimaces 
and  hypocritical  airs  ?  Has  not  true  devo- 
tion its  juft  and  natural  features  and  figns 
in  the  human  countenance,  as  well  as  the 
fecial  and  friendly  affedions?  However 
fome  people,  who  pretend  to  underftand- 
ing  and  tafte,  may  ridicule  all  the  appear- 
ances and  marks  of  devotion  on  the  out- 
ward man  ;  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
even  by  thofe  who  confider  things  in  no 
higher  view  than  that  of  tafte,  that  to  be 
fSJ?!?  to  obferve  the  native  and  juft  features 
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s  E  R  M.  of  real  devotion,  and  to  reprefent  them  in 
poetry,  ftatuary,  or  painting,  has  always 
been  efteemed  one  of  the  nobleft  efforts  of 
a  great  and  worthy  genius.  Thefe  things 
are  fufficient  evidences  that  it  is  the  voice 
of  mankind,  that  devout  affedions  are  no« 
wife  diflionourable  to  human  nature. 

Further,  if  we  feel  the  full  power  of 
pious  difpofitions  in  our  own  breafts,  we 
ihall  be  hence  naturally  led  to  make  pa« 
thctical  repreientations  of  them  to  others^ 
Have  wc  many  inward  and  filent  workings 
of  heart  towards  God?  Arc  we  really 
firuck  with  the  contemplation  of  the  divine 
perfedions  difplayed  in  his  works  and  in 
the  revelations  of  his  will  ?  Are  our  hearts 
really  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  bis  grace 
and  goodnefs  ?  Are  our  fouls  warmed  with 
gratitude,  love;,  and  praife?  Do  we  feel 
an  entire  reft  of  mind  on  his  providence 
and  promifes  ? — ^fuch  a  perfeft  reft  of  mind 
as  banifhes  every  difturbing  thought,  every 
anxious  care,  and  produces  a  fettled  tran- 
quillity within  our  bofoms  ?  Can  we  tri- 
umph in  the  full  fecurity  we  have  for  all 
our  valuable  interefts  under  his  perfedly 
wife  and  righteous  adrainiftrations  ?    Is  the 
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belief  that  God  is^  and  is  the  rewarder  ofaU  ,S£  R  If. 

tbofe  who  diligently  fiek  him  ;   is  thir  belief 

like  an  immovable  rock  on  v^ich  we  ftand 

iafe  and  happy  amidft  aU  the  Ivaves  and 

billows  that  can  roar  about  us?  Are  we 

continually  gladdened  with  the  glorious  hope 

that,  in  fome  future  period  of  our  exiftence, 

we  fliall  know  our  God  more  fully,  love 

him  more  ardently,   and  rejoice  in  him  in 

a  more  fure  and  triumphant  manner?  Is 

this  the  inward  ftate  of  our  minds  ?  'Then 

we  fhall  find  ourfelves  difpofed  to  embrace 

iall  occafions  of  reprelenting  thefe  delightful 

feelings  in  their  full  ftrength  and  force, 

and  with  that  warmth  and  emotion  which 

may  convince  others  they  are  the  genuine 

ientiments  of  our  hearts ;  we  fhall  not  be 

afraid  or  afhamed  to  own  them,  but  unfold 

them  with  freedom  and  boldnefs  j  defcribe 

them  with  a  noble  and  manly  aflurance ; 

and  thus  do  our  utmoft  to  fpread  a  fenfe  of 

religion  in    an  unthinking  and  irregular 

age. 

Whatever  ridicule  or  contempt  we  may 
meet  with,  whatever  names  of  fuperftitious 
or  vifionary  enthufiafts  may  be  beftowed 
upon  us,  let  us,  my  brethren,  ftand  by  it, 
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SERM.  and  maintain  to  the  laft  that  the  joys  of 
religion  are  the  fun,  the  light,  the  life,  and 
the  confolation  of  our  fouls  in  all  ftates, 
and  amidft  all  the  viciflitudes  of  human 
affairs ;  nay,  let  us  infift  upon  it  frequently 
and  at  full  length,  that  the  man  who  caa 
fupport  life  without  the  rejoicing  perfua^^ 
fion  that  there  is  an  Almighty  Being  at  the 
head  of  all  things,  who  is  engaged  on  the 
fide  of  virtuous  and  holy  perfons,  who  be- 
friends them  while  here,  and  will  render  them 
and  their  virtues  immortal,  illuftrious,  and 
triumphant  hereafter,  muft  either  be  quite 
infenfible  of  the  excellency  of  virtue,  un- 
concerned about  the  eternal  profperity  of 
thofe  who  love  it  and  delight  in  it ;  or  h^ 
muft  be  fo  entirely  immerfed  in  pleafures, 
amufements,  or  worldly  purfuits,  as  never 
to  have  made  one  calm  and  ferious  re-- 
fleftion.  Thus,  let  us  account  it  our  duty 
and  honour  to  be  advocates  for  devotion  iu 
an  age  when  it  is  treated  with  fo  much  in- 
difference and  contempt,  ufing  all  that  va- 
riety of  arguments  in  its  behalf,  that  rea- 
fon,  revelation,  or  experience,  can  fuggeft* 
And  if  devotion  muft  leave  our  land,  let  us 
have    the    mournful  honour   of  fhewing 
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amongft  us  its  laft  and  parting  fteps,  fo  that  S  E  R  M", 
pofterity  may  be    convinced  it   was   not  ,_  _  1,  ^ 
through  the  fault  of  thofe  who  were  ap- 
pointed the  guardians  and  prefervers  of  it. 

Again :  Do  we  live  in  an  age  when  other 
fets  of  men  think  meanly,  and  fpeak  con- 
temptuoufly,  of  truthjuftice,  charity,  tempe- 
rance, humility,  and  the  reft  of  the  great 
virtues  of  the  Chriftian  life  ?  We  muft  per- 
pctually  inculcate  upon  fuch  perfon?,  that 
no  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  no  folemnity  of 
worfhip,  no  external  obfervances,  no  flaflies 
of  devotion,  no  pretended  inward  mani- 
feftations,  no  zeal,  how  warm  foever,  for 
public  matters,  can  ever  compenfate  for  the 
want  of  thefe  effential  ingredients  of  the 
fpiiitual  life.  And  let  us  add,  that  on  the 
pradice  of  thefe  virtues  the  happinefs  of 
fociety  and  of  individuals  in  a  great  mea-^ 
fure  depends.  And  to  crown  all,  let  us 
dwell  upon  it,  and  inculcate  it  ftrongly, 
that  righteoufnefs,  truth,  and  goodnefs,  are 
the  chief  glory  of  God  himfelf,  and  what 
renders  him  the  worthy  objed  of  the  love 
and  worfhip  of  his  reafonable  offspring; 
and  that  thefe  virtues  muft  therefore  be  the 
brighteft  ornament  of  his  rational  creatures. 
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SERM.  Your  time  will  not  allow  mc  to  entef 
upon  many  other  things  very  worthy  of 
our  confideration,  which  belong  to  thi$ 
rule  of  taking  heed  to  our  doSrine^  neither 
will  it  permit  me  to  enter  upon  the  ex- 
plication of  the  third  xxiXt^'-^ontintie  in 
them. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  motives  with 
which  thefe  rules  are  enforced,  I  muft  beg 
to  be  allowed  a  few  words  concerning  the 
manner  of  our  teaching.  Here,  it  muft 
be  our  principal  care  to  ufe  plainnefs  an<l 
fimplicity,  earneftnefs  and  fmcerity.  We 
muft  have  no  other  view,  but  to  inftru^fc 
and  perfuade  thofe  who  liften  to  us,  laying 
afide  all  afiedation,  all  aims  of  gaining  ap- 
plaufe,  or  advancing  any  worldly  intereft. 
If  we  are  afiuated  by  any  of  thefe  low  mo- 
tives, they  will  fpoil  the  whole  power, 
and  prevent  all  the  influence,  with  which 
our  difcourfes  might  otherwife  be  accom* 
panied.  If  we  would  preach  with  anyjuft 
hope  of  fuccefs,  we  muft  treat  divine  fub- 
jeds  with  fuch  fincerity  and  earneftnefs  as 
to  forget  ourfelves,  and  convince  our 
hearers  that  we  have  no  other  view  in 
/peaking  but  to  ftamp  thofe  virtuous  and 
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pious  impreflions  on  their  hearts,  which  SERM, 
wc  feel  in  our  own.  We  muft  make  it  our 
perpetual  care  to  confine  and  fix  the  atten-> 
rion  of  the  hearer  to  the  fubjedi,  and  not 
to  the  fpeater,  by  never  fuffering  one  turn 
rf  thought  or  expreflion  to  efcapc  from  us, 
that  has  no  other  view  than  to  pleafe  and 
flune.  We  muft  avoid  with  a  particular 
care  all  afibifbition  of  fine  language,  and  a 
glittering  kind  of  eloquence,  which,  what- 
ever ufelefs  admiration  it  may  raife  in  weak 
judges,  muft  produce  great  contempt  in  more 
judicious  ones.  For  thofe  who  have  a  juft 
tafte  and  true  difcernment  know,  that  a 
gaudy  and  florid  ftyle,  how  foft  and  agree- 
able foevcr,  can  never  either  touch  the 
heart,  or  communicate  difHnd  and  ftrong 
views  of  divine  truths. 

If  then  we  would  attain  to  true  eloquence, 
wc  muft  cherifh  an  inward  fenfe  of  the  im- 
portance and  excellency  of  facred  truths, 
and  cultivate  a  ftrong  feeling  of  all  the  vir- 
tues. For  when  our  own  hearts  have  once 
felt  the  warmth  of  divine  things,  it  will  be 
cafy  for  us  to  transfufe  it  into  the  breafts  of 
others.  The  inward  feelings  of  a  good 
heart  have  a  natural  eloquence  accompa- 
nying them,  which  can  never  be  equalled 
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SERM.  by  laboured  and  ftudied  ornament*     The 
11. 

heart  really  and  juftly  moved,  never  fails 

to  di£tate  a  language  plain  and  eafy,  full 
of   natural  and  continued   vigour,  which 
has  nothing  in  it  foft,  nothing  languifh- 
ing.     All    is    nervous    and    ftrong,    and 
does  not  fo  much  pleafe  the  ear  as  fill  and 
ravifh  the  foul.     Further,  let  it  be   takea 
notice  of  as  a  thing  of  the  utmoft  import-* 
ance,  that  (incerity  alone,  and  a  real  defire 
to  inftrud  and  perfuade,  will  banifh  all  aff 
fedation,  either  of  fentiment  or  language. 
This  is  evident  from  the  condudl  of  man- 
kind in  all  circumftances  where  they  are  in 
earned.     For  inftance,  a  wife,  virtuous,  and 
pious  parent,  when  he  has  a  near  profpedl 
of  entering  into  an  invifible  world,  and  only 
fo  much  ftrength  remaining  as  to  enable 
him  to  give  his  laft  and  dying  inftrudions 
to  his  beloved  children  who  (land  weeping 
around  him; — will    he    ftudy  to  exprefs 
himfelf  with  artificial  eloquence,  and  induf- 
trioufly  fearch  for  glittering  ornament  ?— • 
Surely  he  will  not :   or  if  he  fhould,  how 
abfurd,  nay  how  (hocking  and  monftrous 
would  his  condud:  appear  to  every  impar- 
tial fpeftator!     The   application   is    eafy, 
and  there  is  no  occafion  for  infilling  on  it. 
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Allow  me  tQ  conclude  this  part  of  the  dif-  s  E  r  M. 
courfe  with  obferving  what  has  been  hinted  \^-^~^ 
at  above,  that  this  divine  eloquence  cannot 
be  acquired  by  human  learning  and  £kill  in 
the  choice  and  arrangement  of  words,  but  by 
a  powerful  feeling  of  what  is  great  and  good 
produced  in  us  by  the  holy  fpirit  of  God. 

IL  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  general 
head  propofed^  to  confider  the  motives  en« 
forcing  the  exhortation  ;  and  there  are  two 
of  them:  i.  In  doing  tbis^  tbou  Jhalt  fave 
thy  own  foul.   It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  '^ 

we  are  under  two  different  forts  of  obliga- 
tion ;  the  one  is,  to  perform  all  thofe  duties 
which  belong  to  our  private  ftation,  as  we 
are  men  and  Chriflians;  the  other  is,  toper- 
form  fuch  duties  as  belong  to  that  public 
ftation  wherein  Providence  has  placed  us. 
Both  of  thefe  are  equally  neceffary  to  com- 
plete a  truly  good  and  worthy  charader. 
Thus,  though  a  judge  fhould  be  quite 
blamelefs  in  the  whole  tenor  of  his  private 
behaviour,  yet  if  he  fhould  negled,  through 
careleffnefs  and  indolence,  to  embrace  many 
opportunities  of  difpenfmg  juftice,  and  of 
promoting  the  welfare  of  fociety,  by  his 
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influence  and  authority,  he  would  be  highl]^ 
blamable,  perhaps  as  highly  btamable  a^ 
if  he  had  failed  to  do  jufticc  in  private  life  ; 
and  he  could  not  reafonably  expeft  ta 
efcape  that  puniftiraent  from  the  great  Judge 
cf  all,  which  fuch  a  criminal  omiffion  de- 
ferves#  In  like  manner,  though  a  Minifter 
behaves  himfelf  with  unfpotted  virtue  ani 
innocence  in  private  life,  yet  if  he  has  no 
ieal  for  anfweriog  the  end  of  his  office,  if 
he  fpends  that  time  in  indoleftcc  and  iidle- 
nefs,  or  even  in  acquiring  real  knowledge, 
which  ought  to  have  been  employed  in 
doing  good  offices  among  his  people,  or  in 
preparing  himfelf  to  inftrudi  them  in  a 
more  convincing  manner,  he  cannot  expeft 
that  he  fhall  be  acquitted  at  the  laft,  either 
by  his  own  confcience,  or  God^  who  ia 
greater  than  confcience. 

It  deferves  to  be  remembered  as  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  and  as  a  very  awful 
confideration,  that  negligence  or  carelefl^ 
nefs  about  the  duties  of  our  public  ftatiori 
may  have  more  dreadful  confequences  un- 
der the  government  of  a  righteous  Judge 
than  we  are  ordinarily  aware  of.  The  cri- 
minal omifllon  or  carelcis  performance  of 
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die  duties  belonging  to  a  public  charaAer  S  E  R  M. 
and  ftation,  may  be  as  hurtful  to  the  great 
interefts  of  mankind  in  this  or  another  life^ 
as  pofitive  ads  of  vice  and  unrighteoufnefs; 
io  that  none  of  us  can  be  affured  but  they 
may  be  followed  by  as  fevere  chaftifements 
in  this  world,  or  as  dreadful  punifhments 
in  another.  If  we  allow  the  impreflions  of 
God  and  religion  to  wear  out  of  our  peo- 
ple's minds  by  our  carelefs  or  indiflFerent 
manner  of  inftruding  them,  feveral  gene- 
rations may  pafs  away  before  they  can  be 
renewed.  If  we  fow  the  feeds  of  folly  and 
fuperftition  among  them,  through  a  blind 
miflaken  zeal,  it  may  take  the  labours  of 
wife  and  good  men  for  feveral  ages  to  root 
them  out.  May  not  that  long  train  of  mif- 
chiefs  which  take  their  rife  from  our  neg- 
ligence or  mifguided  zeal,  be  juftly  charged 
upon  us  ?  If  we  either  negled  to  inftrudl 
our  people,  or  miflead  them,  can  we  be 
free  from  the  blood  of  the  prelent  m  fuc- 
ceeding  generations  ? 

When  therefore  we  afcend  our  pulpits, 

and  behold  a  liftening  congregation  around 

us,  let  us  afk  ourfelves  ferioufly,  as  in  the   * 

fight  of  God,  whether  the  do^incs  we  are 
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$  E  R  M.  about  to  deliver,  have  ^z,  real  tendency  XA 
make  them  wifer  and  better,  to  enlighten 
their  minds,  purify  their  hearts,  or  reform 
their  lives  ?     And  if  we  are  confcious  that 
tkeir  tendency  is  good,  let  us  again   afk 
ourfelves,  whether  we  are  about  to  utter 
fuch  powerful  and  ftriking  fentiments   as? 
the  fubjedt  will  admit  of,  and  as  a  more 
careful  preparation  might  have  fuggefted  to 
us  ?     Have  we  fuch  an  affedting  and  com- 
manding fenfe  of   divine    things    on  our 
minds,  as  will  awaken  and  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  hearers,, efface  the  worldly 
imprieffions  that  have  been  made  on  their 
minds  through  the  week,  enter  into  their 
afFedions  and  infpire  them  with  a  contempt 
of  earthly  enjoyments,  and  kindle  in  therri: 
the  love,   efteem,  and  admiration   of  the 
things  which  are  heavenly  and  divine?  And 
jts  to  the  general  conduft  of  our  lives,  let 
us  ferioufly  afk  ourfelves,  have  we  done  all 
vft  ought  to  have  done,  and  might  have 
done,  to  alleviate,  or  in  fome  cafes  to  an- 
nihilate, and  in  other   cafes  entirely  pre* 
vent,  many  of  the  miferies  of  our  people, 
by  tender  offices  of  compaffion,    benevo- 
lence, and  humanity  ?     Or  have  we  done 

all 
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all  that  might  have  been  done  by  perfons  5  E  R  M. 
in  our  circumftances^,  and  with  our  abi-  ^^i^ 
lities  (whatever  they  are),  to  propagate  a 
true  fenfe  of  virtue  and  religipn  among 
mankind  ?  Or  have  we  done  as  much  as  has 
been  done  this  way  by  thofe  who  were  in 
as  unfavourable  circumftances,  ^nd  had  not 
fuperior  abilities  ?  Gan  we  pretend  to  faith- 
fulnefs  in  our  office  if  we  do  not  honeftly 
endeavour  to  (Jo  oyr  iftmoft  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  mankind  ?  Or  can 
we  reafonably  expedt  the  falvation  of  our 
fouls,  if  we  are  not  faithful  to  the  utmoft  ? 

2.  The  fecond  motive  is,  That  wejhall 
faye  the  fouls  of  fbem  that  bear  us.  The 
former  motive  urges  us  to  take  heed  to 
ourfelyes  and  our  cjodrine  for  our  own 
iikes  :  the  latter  is  of  a  more  generous  and 
difmtereftied  kiqd,  recommending  it  to  us 
to  take  care  of  X)urfelves  and  doctrine  for 
the  fake  of  others.  If  we  feel  the  force  of 
this  double  obligation^  we  fhall  watch  over 
ourfelves  with  double  care  and  diligence. 
As  no  thought  can  be  more  terrifying  than 
that  the  fouls  of  mankind  fhould  perifli 
through  the  example  of  our  unholy  lives, 
px  through  pur  carelefs  or  corrupt  do(Shine; 
M3  fg 
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SER  M,  fo  on  the  other  hand,  no  confideration  can 
be  more  rejoicing  and  triumphant  than  that 
they  fhould  be  faved  by  means  of  that 
worthy  example  we  fet  before  them,  and 
thofe  pure  and  heavenly  leflbns  of  virtue 
and  piety  which  we  honeftly  impart  to  them« 
Since  the  foul  of  man  is  the  moft  excel- 
lent piece  of  the  divine  workmanfhip  in 
this  lower  ^yorld,  fince  it  far  furpafles  in 
dignity  and  excellence  the  whole  fabric  of 
the  vifible  creation ;  it  muft  undoubtedly 
be  a  moft  glorious  employment  to  promote 
its  worth,  its  welfare,  and  eternal  profpe- 
rity.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  a  more 
divine  employment  than  to  maintain  a 
command  and  power  over  the  minds  of 
men  by  the  force  of  truth  and  virtue ;  for 
this  is  in  fome  degree  to  refemble  God 
himfelf,  the  author  and  infpirer  of  every 
good  and  perfefl:  gift :  to  be  inftrumental 
in  making  reafon  and  virtue  to  prevail  iij 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  mankind,  is  an  of- 
fice no  lefs  honourable,  than  that  of  being  a 
fellow-worker  with  God  in  his  grand  de-p 
fign  of  eftablifhing  the  happinefs  of  his 
creation.  Befides  the  dignity  of  the  work 
itfelf,  let  us  lift  up  our  thoughts  to  the 
*  cverlaft- 
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cverlafting  honour  and  reward  that  attends  S  E  R  M^ 
it  in  the  other  world,  For  they  that  be  wifs 
Jhalljbtne  as  the  bright nefs  oftbejirmament^ 
and  they  that  turn  many  to  rigbt^oufiicfs^  as 
tbejlarsfor  ever  and  ever^ 

To  conclude:  Let  us  endeavour,  In  ^ 
humble  dependence  on  the  holy  fpirit  of 
God,  who  favours  and  feconds  every  wor-» 
thy  defign,  to  take  fuch  care  ofourfelves 
and  of  o^r  doilrine,  as  that  we  may  have 
raany  to  be  pur  cronvn  of  rejoicing  at  the 
coming  of  oiff  L^rd  Jefus  Chrift^  and  may 
at  laft  hear  that  joyful  fentence  paffed  upon 
us.  Well  done ^  good  and  faithful  fervants^ 
ent^r  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  I  jpught  before 
this  to  have  acknowledged  my  own  unfits 
nefs  to  fp^ak  fo  much  from  this  place,  and 
with  the  air  of  an  inftrudor,  before  fo  dif- 
cerning  an  audience,  before  fo  many  reve*- 
rend  fathers  and  brethren,^  under  whom  it 
would  have  become  me  better  to  fit  as  an 
humble  hearer.  The  tafk  was  neither  my 
jchoice  nor  defire,  but  impofed  upon  me. 
I  have  endeavoured,  according  to  my  fmall 
i?d)ility,  tp  reprefent  a  few  things  copcem* 
M4  >ng 
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8ERM.  ing  the  temper  and  duty  of  a  Mimfterof 
the  Gofpel,  which  appeared  to  me  of  great 
importance,  and  which  I  find  much  need 
to  inculcate  frequently  on  my  own  mind.  I 
ihall  rejoice,  greatly  rejoice,  if  I  be  found 
to  be  the  only  one  who  has  any  occafion 
to  be  reminded  of  them. 

Having   exhorted   my  reverend  fathers 
and  brethren  to  take  heed  how  they  teach, 
allow  me  now  to  call  on  you,  the  people,  to 
take  heed  boivye  bear.  We  may  juftly  invite 
you  to  liften  to  our  inftrudions  with  an 
unprejudiced  mind)  and  a  fincere  intention 
to  know  the  will  of  God,  that  ye  may  do  it. 
To  this  end,  hearken  to  us  with  humblenefs 
of  mind,  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  want 
of  divine  knowledge,  or  at  leaft   of  your 
great  need  to  have  the  impreflions  of  di- 
vine things  renewed  and  more  deeply  en- 
graven  on  your   hearts.     Hearken  to   u§ 
alfo  with  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  your  manifold 
hidden  corruptions  of  heart;  or,  at  leaft, 
^f  your  want  of  that  pitch  of  purity  and 
fpiritual-mindednefs  which    becomes    the 
followers  of  Jefus  Cbrift.     In  this  favour- 
able ftate  of  mind,  lay  open  your  fouls  to 
the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  to  the  lively 

impref-^ 
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impreffion  of  heavenly  and  eternal  objefts*  S  E  R  M. 
Serioufly  confider  what  ye  hear,  and  ho- 
neftly  apply  it. 

The  main  hindrance  to  your  receiving 
real  advantage  from  facred  inftnidions,  is 
the  want  of  that  fimplicity  and  honefty  of 
heart  which  would   lead  you  to  confider 
every  rule  of  life,  every  admonition,  every 
enforcement  of  duty,   as  fomething   that 
concerns  yourfelves  in  particular,  and* may 
be  of  ufe  to  mend  your  hearts  or  better  your 
lives.     There  is  nothing  more  obfervable 
among  mankind  than  a  certain  carelefs  hu- 
mour of  looking  upon  religious  inftrudions 
as  not  belonging  to  themfelves,  but  only  to 
the  reft  of  the  world.  Perhaps,  indeed,  they 
will  not  entirely  difregard  them  ;  poffibly 
they  may  liften  to  them  with  pleafure,  trea- 
fure  them  up  in  their  memories,  fpeak  of 
them  afterwards  with  fomething  of  warmth 
and  emotion,  admire  the  juftnefs  of  them, 
applaud  the  preacher,  and    exprefs   great 
furprife  and  wonder  that  the  reft  of  man- 
kind do  not  apply  them  to  correft  the  dif- 
prders  of  their  hearts  and  irregularities  of 
their  lives.     But  they  feidom  allow  them- 
felves  to  refled  that  thofe  very  inftrudions 
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s  E  R  M.  which  they  apply  to  others,  might  be  high-* 
ly  ufeful  to  themfelves.  Confider,  it  is  not 
enough  that  you  approve  of  thedifcourie 
and  applaud  the  fpeaker; — applaufe  will 
pot  fatisfy  a  fmcere  inftruSorn— he  requires 
niore  fubftantial  praife, — ^your  reformation 
^nd  ame/ndment.  What  a  mortifying  dif- 
appointment  is  it  to  a  faithful  teacher,  to 
jneet  with  nothing  but  empty  praiilb  from 
his  hearers,  when  he  intended,  wifhed,  and 
expeded  to  have  infpired  them  with  wor- 
thy refolutions,  or  engaged  them  in  gene- 
rous undertakings  !  To  conclude ;  remeqi- 
ber  that  it  will  more  effedually  animate 
your  Minifters  in  their  public  miniftrations^ 
to  be  affiired  that  there  is  one  perfon  in 
their  feveral  congregations  liftening  to  then> 
with  an  earneft  defire  to  learn  his  duty 
that  he  may  pradife  it,  than  to  know  that 
all  the  reft  are  applauding  them ;  and  that 
it  will  rejoice  their  hearts  more,  to  find  that 
they  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  convey  one 
important  inftruftion,  or  rivet  one  worthy 
impreflion,  than  to  be  furrounded  with 
the  praifes  of  the  moft  numerous  and  dif-^ 
ferning  audienc?^ 

May 
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May  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  of  SERM. 
Jefus  be  taught  to  teach,  and  you  to  hear, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  we  may  be  mutual 
comforts  to  one  another  in  this  prefent 
world,  and  at  laft  meet  together  in  the  di- 
vine aflembly  above,  to  live  in  immortal 
friendfhip  with  one  another,  and  in  eternal 
communion  with  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
3pirit»    Ament 
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SERMON     III. 

The  Nature,  Reafonablenefs,  and  Advan* 
tages  of  Prayer. 


in. 


Matt.  xxvi.  41, 
r—^jPrayj  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation. 

SERM-  TTTHENwe  confider  that  our  bleflecj 
\  V  Saviour  has  commanded  us  to  pray, 
directed  us  in  what  manner  we  ought  to 
pray,  and  fet  us  an  example  of  frequent 
prayer  in  his  own  pradice ;  it  muft  appear 
furprifing,  that  any  who  pretend  to  be  hi$ 
followers  Ihould  indulge  themfelves  in  a 
determined  contempt,  pr  carelefs  negleft, 
of  this  important  duty.  But,  furprifing  as 
it  is,  a  little  acquaintance  with  what  pafleg 
in  the  wprld,  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt  that 
the  exprefs  precepts,  and  confpicuous  ex- 
ample, t>f  the  great  Inftrudtor  of  mankind 
with  regard  to  prayer,  are  treated  flightly, 
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nay    even    contemptuoufly,    by  fome   of  SERIf. 
thole  who  call  themfelves  his  difciples.    To 
what  caufes  can  fuch  ftrange  inconfiftency 
betwixt  the  profeffion  and  pradice  of  Chrif-* 
tians  be  afcribed?     There  may  be  many 
and  various  caufes  of  it,  according  to  the 
different  turns  of  men's  tempers  and  pur- 
fuits  in  life.     But  as  it  would  detain  us  too 
long  to  enumerate  them  all,  let  it  fuffice  at 
prefent  to  take  notice  of  that  which  every 
one  who  has  refleded  on  what  paffes  in  the 
world  in  his  own  time,  or  has  looked  into 
the  hiftory  of  former  ag«s,  muft  have  ob* 
ferved ;  namely^  That  the  beft  things  may 
fall  into  difrepute,  and  confequently  into 
difufe,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  they 
have  been  abufed  by  the  weak,  or  the  art- 
ful and  defigniiig  part  of  mankind.     Thus 
prayer,  an  excellent  thing  in  itfelfj  and  a 
noble  mean  of  improving  our  fouls  in  every 
thing  virtuous  and  praife-worthy,  is  funk 
into  contempt  among  one  part  of  the  world, 
from  this  accidental  circumftance,  that  weak 
and  well-meaning  people  have  fometimes 
fullied   its  native  beauty  by  a  mixture  of 
low,  fuperftition ;   or,  becaufe  worldly  and 
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SERM.  defigning  men  have  perverted  it  to  fervd 
^^*      their  wicked  purpofes. 

la  difcourfing  therefore  on  this  fubjeft, 
it  is  hoped  it  may  not  be  unufeful  to  en- 
deavour, 

L  In  \k\tjirjl  place,  to  explain  the  nature 
of  prayer^  and  to  fet  it  in  its  true  light,  by 
ftripping  it  of  all  foreign  and  fuperfluou^ 
circumftances^ 

II.  In  ih^  fecond  place,  to  vindicate  it 
from  the  objedions  commonly  urged  againft 
it.     And, 

III.  Thirdly^  to  point  out  the  advantages 
"which  arife  from  the  fincere  and  ftedfafl 
practice  of  it* 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  confideration 
of  thefe  heads,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that 
prayer  is  to  be  underftood  in  a  reftrained 
fenfe  in  this  difcourfe;  as  fignifying  chiefly 
that  part  of  devotion  commonly  called/^//*- 
tion ;  as  diftinguifhed  from  adoration  and 
thankfgiving,  which  are  frequently  com- 
prehended in  the  meaning  of  the  word 
prayer. 

In  order  to  underftand  the  nature  of 
Prayer,  let  us  take  notice  that  the  inward 
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i£U  of  mind  and  heart  exerted  in  it,  fronl  S  E  R  m, 
which  the  outward  expreffions  fhould  flow,       ^^^' 
and  by  which  they  fhould  be  animated,  are 
principally  thefe  three  following : 

Fir^j  A  lively  and  intimate  perfuafiort 
that  we  are  utterly  infufficicnt  for  our  owa 
happinefs,   and   that   we  depend   entirely 
upon  our  Maker  for  all  we  poflefs  here,  or 
hope  to  enjoy  hereafter.     That  we  are  in 
a  dependent  and  indigent,  a  dark  and  un- 
certain (late  of  being,  is  obvious  on  the 
firft  refleijiion  j  we  difcern,  we  fed  in  our- 
felvcs  many  marks  of  our  dependence,  our 
indigence,  and  ignorance.     We  find  our- 
felves  poflefled  of  an  exiftence,  which,  if 
we  only  regard  this  prefent  life,  is  confined 
within  very  narrow  bounds,  and  extends 
only  to  a  very  fhort  period.     We  fee  all 
creatures  about  us  continually  difappearing, 
after  having  aded  their  part  but  a  few  years 
t)n  this  ftage ;  and  we  cannot  avoid  ex- 
pefting  the  fame  fate  ourfelves;    that  we 
tnuft    foon   withdraw   into   darknefs    and 
make  room  for  others:  as  we  came  into 
being  without  our  own  choice  or  confent 
at  the  pleafure  of  another  ;  fo  we  muft  de- 
part out  of  this  ftate  of  being  at  the  com<^ 
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6ERM.  mand  of  him  who  fent  us  into  it;  and 
V  ^'^  even  while  we  are  allowed  to  contintie  here, 
we  can  neither  procure  forourfelvcs  all  the 
good  things  we  want  and  defire,  nor  fc* 
cure  the  pofleffion  of  what  we  already  en- 
joy: we  feel  manifold  wants  which  we 
cannot  fupply  j  we  groati  under  manifold 
imperfedions  and  infirmities  which  we 
cannot  remove ;  we  are  liable  to  innume-* 
rable  dangers,  m^y  of  which  we  do  not 
forefee;  and  from  others,  even  when  we 
do  fee  them  approaching  us,  we  cannot  de- 
fend ourfelves.  We  are  confcious  that  We 
are  not  only  in  fome  inftances  weak  and 
helplefs,  but  very  ignorant  and  uncertaiii 
of  many  things  which  nearly  concern  us* 
We  know  not  what  fhall  befal  us  in  our 
paflage  through  this  life  j  nor  at  what  time^ 
in  what  manner,  or  circumftances,  we  fhall 
make  our  exit  from  it  into  another  t  nei- 
ther know  we  what  our  flate  or  employ- 
ment fhall  be  in  thofe  other  regions  into 
which  we  mufl  enter  when  we  depart  from, 
this  world. 

But  the  moflr  lamentable  and  mortifying 
Ignorance  is  flill  behind,  namely,  ignorance 
of  our  duty,  or  the  great  rule  of  life  ;  ig- 
norance 
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norance  of  our  true  happincfs,  and  the  way  s  E  R  M. 
that  leads  unto  it.     Though  we  have  fon;ie 
general  knowledge  of  our  duty  from .  the 
light  of  reafon  and  revelation,  yet  we  find 
that  we  are  not  only  in  danger  of  erring, 
but  frequently  do  err,  in  applying  general 
rules  to  particular  inftances  of  our  condudl. 
Daily  experience  convinces  us,  that  a  re- 
gard to  worldly  interefts,  and  the  ftrength 
of  irregular  appetites  and  paffions,  greatly 
darken  our  underftandings;  and    occafion 
fuch  falfe  judgments  concerning  our  beha- 
viour,   as  neceflarily  lead  us  aftray  from 
the  path  of  life  ;  and,  furely,  we  have  great 
reafon  to  dread  the  confequences  of  a  de- 
parture from  the  law  of  righteoufnefs,  un- 
der the  government  of  the  righteous  Judge 
of  all  the  earth.     In  like  manner,  though 
we  have   fome    general    and    fpeculative 
knowledge  concerning  our  true  happinefs 
or  chief  good,  yet  our  own  experience,  as 
well  as  obfervation  of  the  world,  may  con- 
vince us,  that  our  views  of  it  are  not  fo 
clear  and  ftriking  as,  at  all  times,  to  pre- 
vent our  purfuing  falfe  appearances  of  it ; 
for,  alas !  how  frequently,  how  fatally,  arc 
we  difappointed  j  finding  thofe  things  vain 
Vol*  I.  N  and 
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S  E  R  M.  aM  unfafisfa<3x)i7,  in  which  our  foad  ima- 
^^^  .  ginatian  liad  promifed  us  happineft  ?  We 
have  no  fecurity  in  ouriy  ve$  th^t  we  Atail 
not  be  guilty  of  ch^  fame  traplgreffiom  of 
the  law  of  virtue,  aad  the  faaie  depaitores 
from  the  path  of  happincfe,  in  the  fi*c- 
ceeding  ftag^s  of  our  lives,  th»t  we  hare 
been  in  the  former  ones.  Now,  every  man 
who  hae  ferioufly  coniidefed  bow  wretclied 
apd  helplefs  he  is  in  bimfelf^  will  find  the 
neceflitjr  of  flying  out  of  himfelf  and  of 
taking  refuge  in  Him  who  made  him,  and 
uphold3  him  in  being.  Which  leads  us  to 
the 

Second  a£t  of  the  foul  exerted  in  PVayer, 
namely,  the  lifting  it  up  with  the  utmoft 
ardour  to  that  greateft  and  be(t  of  Beings 
who  brought  us  into  life,  and  afligned  ua 
our  ftation  in  it ;  entreating  him  to  teach 
us  what  part  w^  ihould  a<3; ;  to  difpel  all 
that  darknefe  of  underftanding  which  is  fo 
apt  to  mifl?*d  m  frdm  the  right  path ;  to 
forgive  our  fins  and  follies ;  to  deliver  us 
from  the  fatal  confequences  of  all  our  er" 
rors ;  to  preferve  us  from  rdapfmg  into 
them ;  and  to  guide  us  fafely  to  fome  pro- 
p^  manfjons  of  reft,    of  light,  and  joy, 
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beyond  the  grave.  Every  one  who  has  SERM, 
imprinted  on  his  mind  a  juil  fenfe  of  his 
ignorance,  weatnefs^  guilt,  and  danger, 
will  find  an  inward  neceffity  conftraining 
him  to  have  recourfe,  in  fervent  Prayer,  to 
the  great  Author  of  his  being,  to  conduft 
him  fafely  through  this  ftage  of  his  exift- 
ence ;  to  continue  his  providential  care,  in 
guiding  him  through  the  valley  and  Iha- 
dow  of  death ;  and  to  fettle  him  at  laft  in 
fome  happier  place  of  abode. 

The  third  ad  of  mind  exerted  in  l^rayer, 
is  a  firm  belief  and  aflured  truft  in  that  Goi 
to  whom  we  pray,  and  on  whom  we  de- 
pend, that  he  will  not  only  always  do 
what  i$  beft,  what  tends  to  tlie  greateft 
good  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  intelligent  be- 
ings; but  that  he  will,  fo^nei^*  or  lit^r, 
bring  every  one  who  fmcerely  ffeek's  wil^ 
dom  fron\  him,  to  the  pofleflion  of  perfed 
virtue  and  everlafting  happinefs.  Without 
this  confidence  in  the  infinite  mercy  of  the 
great  Father  of  all,  there  would  be  n6 
foundation  for  Prayer,  nor  encouragement 
to  the  pradice  of  it. 

When  we  enquire  into  the  dodrine  of 

divine  revelaidon  on    this  head,    we  find 
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s  E  R  M.  lively  and  unfhaken  ads  of  truft  in  God 
^'  arc  by  it  reprefented  as  equally  neceflary 
and  effential  parts  of  Prayer,  with  either  of 
thofe  already  mentioned.  He  that  cometb 
to  God  mujl  believe  that  be  is^  and  that  he  Is 
a  rewarder  of  them  who  diligently  feek  him. 
Heb.  xi.  6.  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom^  let 
him  ajk  it  of  God ^  that  givetb  to  all  men  li" 
berally^  and  upbraideth  not^  and  it  Jloall  be 
given  him.  But  let  him  afk  in  faith ^  nothing 
waverings  for  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a 
wave  of  the  fea^  driven  with  the  wind  and 
tojfed.  James,  i.  5,  6.  There  are  number* 
lefs  joyful  declarations  to  the  fame  purpofe 
in  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  fuch 
as.  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  all  them  that  call 
upon  him  in  truth.:  he  will  fulfil  the  defire 
(f  them  that  fear  him ;  he  alfo  will  bear 
their  cry^  and  willfave  them.  Pfalm  cxlv* 
18,  19^  Our  blefled  Saviour  hath  exprefsly 
renewed  and  confirmed  all  thofe  delightful 
promifes  which  were  publifhed  by  the  in- 
fpired  writers  under  former  difpenfations. 
jifk  (fays  he),  and  it  fhall  be, given ;  feek^ 
and  ye  Jhalt  find;  knocks  and  it  fhall  he 
opened  unto  you  :  for  every  one  that  ajketh 
receiveth ;  and  be  that  feeketh  fndeth ;  and 
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to  bitn  that  knocketb^  it  Jbatt  be  opened :  or^  s  E  R  M; 
wbat  man  is  there  ofyou^  wbom^  ifbisfon  ajk 
hread^  ivill  be  give  him  ajione ;  orifbeajka 
Jijby  will  be  give  him  aferpent  ?  If  ye  then^ 
being  evil^  know  bow  to  give  good  gifts  unto 
your  children^  bow  much  more  Jball  your  Fa^ 
tber  which  is  in  heaven  give  good  things  to 
tbem  who  q/k  him  ?  Matt.  vii.  6, 7,  8, 9, 10. 
•  That  thefe  particular  and  pofitlve  decla- 
rations of  the  will  of  God  are  more  fully 
fatisfadory  to  the  human  mind,  and  more 
diredily  calculated  to  encourage  the  ftudy 
and  praftice  of  true  religion,  than  the  ge- 
neral perfuafion  that  God  will  always  do 
what  is  fitted  and  beft,  is  fo  evident,  that  it 
is  needlefs  to  fpend  time  in  illuftrating  It. 
What  great  numbers  of  mankind  are  capa- 
ble of  underftanding  a  plain  and  exprefs 
promife,  and  of  drawing  the  high  eft  con- 
folation  and  encouragement  from  it  in  the 
courfe  of  a  virtuous  life,  who  could  never 
have  reafoned  out  to  themfelves  a  clear  and 
juft  character  of  the  Deity,  nor  inferred 
from  it,  that  he  would  conftantly  and  uni- 
verfally  conneft  felicity  with  virtue  ?  This 
plainly  (hews  us,  that  it  is  an  unfpeakable 
advantage  to  enjoy  fuch  a  clear  revelation 
N  3  of 
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SERM.  of  the  will,  of  God,  as  bam(hes  all  doubt 
^^''  and  uncertainty  concerning  the  method  in 
which  he  treats  his  apoftate  and  guilty  crea* 
tures.  But  at  the  fame  time  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  is  good  ground  to  hope 
i^  always  has  been,  is  at  prefent,  and  will 
for  ever  be,  the  great^  the  Handing,  the 
invariable  law  of  the  divine  government^ 
to  bcftow  wifdom,  virtue,  and  happinefs^ 
upon  all  thofe  who  a£k  them  with  unfeign- 
ed fmcerity  of  heart,  even  though  they  ne- 
ver heard  of  thofe  comfortable  prortifes  on 
which  our  fouls  reft  fecurely;  for  it  is  very 
obfervable,  that  thefe  joyful  aflurances  from 
the  great  Father  of  all,  that  he  will  be  found 
of  thofe  who  feek  him,  are  exprcfled  in 
fuch  general  terms,  as  to  exclude  no  one, 
of  whatever  nation  or  country.  Befides, 
nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  the  all- 
perfe<a  charadler  of  him,  who  is  no  refpeSier 
qf  perjbns^  and  accept cth  tbofe  in  every  na^ 
tion  who  fear  bhn  and  work  rigbteoufnefs^ 
than  to  befriend  and  aflift  all  thofe  who  fin-t 
c^rely  feek  his  aid.  May  we  not  then  in- 
dulge ourfelves  in  the  charitable  hope, 
wherever  there  was  any  one  found,  even 
in  the  heathen  worid,  groaning  under  a 
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fenfe  of  his  deep  ignorance  and  depravity,  SER  M. 
and  earneftly  panting  after  light  and  purity,  ,  ^^^'  ^ 
that  God  never  did  deny  his  grace  to  fucK 
a  perfon,  but  enlightened  him  with  as  much 
knowledge  as  was  neceflary  for  purifying 
his  heart,  and  guiding  him  forward  in  the 
paths  of  goodnefe?  As  it  muft  be  acknow-* 
ledged,  that  that  fincerity  and  honefty  of 
heart,  which  prompts  any  one  to  feek  di^ 
redion  and  aififtance  from  above,  is  itfelf 
a  gift,  a  fpecial  gift  of  God ;  fo  it  fhould 
likewife  be  owned,  that  there  is  no  reafoa 
to  fufpedl  that  God  will  deny  what  further 
light  and  affiftance  may  be  neceflary  for 
him,  whom  he  has  already  diftinguifhed  fo 
far  with  his  favour,  as  to  bellow  upon  hini 
fincerity  and  uprightnefs  of  heart,  provided 
he  maintains  and  cheriflics  that  lovely  dit- 
pofition,  and  earneftly  afks  the  diredion  of 
heaven  in  true  humility. 

Before  we  conclude  this  head  of  the  dif. 
courfe,  let  it  be  remarked,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent miftakes,  that  when  it  is  faid,  God 
will  accompli/b  the  dejires  of  tbofe  who  feek 
him^  this  muft  always  be  underftood  of 
thofe  who  feek  him  with  real  fincerity  and 
humility  of  foul  (virtues  indifpcnfably  re- 
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SERM.  quired  in  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift),  an4 
who,  in  a  conftant  dependence  on  the  di» 
vine  affiftance,  exert  their  utmoft  endea-* 
yours  to  do  whatever  they  can  difcern  to  bq 
the  will  of  God.  Further,  this  dodrine  of 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  our  requefts,muft 
only  be  underftood  of  what  is  neceffary  for 
enlightening  and  affifting  us  in  the  paths 
of  virtue  j  and  fliould  by  no  means  be  ex- 
tended to  a  thoufand  other  things  which  we 
may  defire  to  know  or  poflefs,  though  they 
have  no  infeparable  connciSion  with  our 
virtue  or  happinefs.  We  may  he  apt  to 
wifh,  with  the  greateft  fondnefs,  for  unin- 
terrupted health,  eafe,  and  pleafurc,  through 
our  whole  lives;  but  in  thefe  things  we 
muft  not  hope  to  be  gratified.  We  muft 
learn  to  leave  the  all- wife  Difpofer  of  every 
event  to  lead  us  to  happinefs  in  whatever 
path  he  pleafes,  whether  it  be  the  hard  and 
rugged  one  of  adverfity  and  afflidion,  or 
the  more  foft  and  fmooth  one  of  profperity 
and  joy. 

And,  laftly,  let  us  carefully  remember, 
that  there  is  no  ground  to  expe<9:  that  even 
Qur  heft  and  moft  pious  defires  are  to  be 
^pomplilhed  all  at  once,  and  in  an  inilant ; 
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we  rauft  wait  with  patience  till  God  fhall  SERM. 
finifh  his  own  work  by  the  various  me- 
thods of  his  providence  and  grace:  it  is 
with  the  works  of  God  within  us,  as  with 
the  works  of  nature  without  us,  tliey  are 
not  completed  all  at  once,  and  in  an  in« 
ftant ;  they  require  time,  and  are  brought 
to  perfedlion  by  flow  and  infenfible  degrees, 
A  child  muft  have  time  to  become  a  man« 
The  tree  which  is  but  juft  now  planted, 
muft  have  time  to  grow  up  to  its  full  ma- 
turity, and  bring  forth  fruit.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  progrefs-of  the  foul  towards  per- 
fe&ion  in  virtue,  is  by  flow  advances.  Bad 
habits  muft  be  gradually  weakened  and 
overcome;  and  good  difpofitions  muft  be 
raifed  to  their  proper  height  by  an  almoft 
imperceptible  increafe.  In  a  word,  though 
we  maiy  be  aflured  that  our  heavenly  Fa- 
dier  will  bring  us  to  perfe(9ion  in  glory 
and  happinefs  at  laft,  yet  it  is  only  by  the 
flow  and  almoft  indifcemible  fteps  of  his 
providence  and  grace  that  we  muft  be  ri« 
pened  for  it. 

Now,  from  this  view  of  Prayer,  it  ap- 
pears, in  the   firft  place,   that  t|iere  is  a 
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&ERM.  foundation  laid  for  it,  in  the  nature  and 
^  ,^  '.  _,  circumfhinces  of  mankind,  as  dependent, 
ignorant,  weak,  and  guilty  creatures,  and 
in  thofc  manifeftations  their  Creator  hath 
given  them  of  his  glorious  perfe^ions,  as 
employed  for  their  fafcty  and  welfare.  And, 
in  the  fecond  place,  from  what '  has  been 
laid  df  the  inward  ads  of  mind  and  heart 
exerted  in  Prayer,  we  may  infer,  that  every 
well-difpofed  perfon  (who  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  confider  things  impartially,  and  lo 
difUnguifh  betwixt  pure  Prayer  itfelf,  and 
thofe  odd  and  foolifh  things  which  may' 
fbmetimes  mingle  with  it)  muft  fee  that 
J^rayer  is  a  thing  highly  reafonable  ;  that  // 
is  unavoidable  to  thofe  who  allow  fhem- 
felves  to  think  ferioufly  j  that  it  is  fit  and 
becoming  in  the  prefent  ftate  and  circum- 
ftances  of  mankind ;  and  that  it  has  a  na« 
tural  tendency  to  beget  and  prompte  all 
thofe  amiable  and  important  difpofitions 
of  mind,  which  render  men  happy  in  them- 
fclves,  ufeful  in  this  world,  or  fit  for  ano^ 
then  And,  in  the  third  place,  this  expli- 
cation of  the  nature  of  Prayer  may  furnifh 
Hd  with  proper  anfwers  to  the  objediona 
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againft  it,  commonly  infifted  on  by  thofe  sernl 
whofe  minds  are  under  the  power'  of  pre- 
judices ;  which  leads  us  to  the 

Second  Head  propofed  above,  namely. 
To  vindicate  Prayer  from  the  objedions 
commonly  urged  againft  it. 

Firji^  ,  then,  it  is  objeded  by  fome, 
**  That  an  omnifcient  God  knows  already 
^*  what  we  want  before  we  afk  it ;  and  to 
**  what  purpofe  do  we  alk  thofe  things 
**  which  he  already  knows  we  ftand  in 
*^  need  of  ?*'  The  anfwer  to  this  objcdioa 
is  evident :  That  the  deiign  of  Prayer  is 
not  to  inform  God  of  things  which  he  did 
not  know  before.  This  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing the  defign  of  it,  that  every  one,  even  of 
the  meaneft  capacity,  underftands,  that, 
when  he  addrefles  himfelf  to  his  Maker,  he 
ought  to  have  it  exprefsly  in  his  conlidera-.^ 
tion,  that  he  to  whom  he  prays  knows  all 
his  wants  ftlready,  every  circumftance  of  his 
condition,  and  every  thought  of  his  heart. 

The  real  defign  of  Prayer  is,  in  the  firft 

place,  to  exprefs,  under  a  lively  irapreffioa 

of  the  prefence  of  God,  the  fenfe  we  havo 

of  our  dependence  upon  him,  of  our  ma^^ 
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5ERM.  nifold  wants,  and  that  he  alone  is  aWc 
^^^  to  fupply  them ;  and  to  make  this  fenfe 
more  deep  and  affedling.  Now,  fince  it  is 
a  certain  truth  that  we  depend  upon  God, 
and  have  numberlefs  wants,  the  Fupplying 
of  which  we  can  expe£t  from  God  alone, 
is  it  not  highly  reafonable  and  natural  that 
we  (hould  acknowledge  this  in  his  prefence, 
and  exprefs  to  him  our  defires  and  our 
dependence  upon  him  ?  Does  not  fuch  ac- 
knowledgments frequently  made  to  him 
naturally  tend  to  ftrengthen  our  fenfe  of 
this  truth,  and  to  make  it  more  deeply  af- 
fbaing?  Will  any  one  venture  to  aflert,  that 
this  truth  is  not  to  be  thus  owned  ?  Where 
is  the  man  who  dares  pretend  to  have  cre- 
dit and  authority  fufficient  to  controul  this 
truth  ?  Is  not  this  a  truth  owned  by  angels 
in  heaven,  as  well  as  men  upon  earth  ?  Is 
not  this  a  truth  which  fhall  be  for  ever  own- 
ed by  a  dependent  world  ?  Befides,  is  not 
this  a  truth  in  which  we  are  deeply  inte- 
refted  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  higheft  importance 
toward  cultivating  all  other  good  difpofi- 
tions  that  we  have  moft  lively  impreflions 
of  this  truth,  and  ufe  the  moft  natural 
means  of  making  thejn  lively  ?.  As  our  de- 
pendence 
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pendence  upon  God  is  the  primary,  the  SERM-. 
moft  important  of  all  relations,  and  the  ^  ^^ 
foundation  of  all  others,  the  deepeft  fenfe 
and  acknowledgment  of  it  muft  be  our  firft, 
our  fupreme,  our  moft  natural,  and  moft 
indifpenfable  duty ;  our  obligation  to  it 
can  never  be  extinguifhed  any  other  way 
than  either  by  annihilating  us,  depriving 
us  of  our  reafon,  or  rendering  us  inde- 
pendent. 

.  Is  it  not  manifeft,  that  an  intimate  and 
habitual  fenfe  of  our  dependent  ftate,  has  a 
mighty  influence  on  all  the  duties  ^hicH 
we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  to  one  another  ? 
The  ftrength  of  our  love,  the  warmth  of 
our  gratitude  to  our  Maker,  and  the  ftabi- 
lity  of  our  confidence  in  him,  muft  rife  or 
fall,  in  proportion  as  the  perfuafion  of  our 
dependence  upon  him  is  fainter  or  ftronger. 
And  as  nothing  has  a  more  powerfu^  ten- 
dency to  infpire  us  with  love,  benignity, 
and  compaffion  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
than  confidering  them  as  the  children  of 
the  fame  great  Parent  of  all,  equally  de- 
pending upon  him  with  ourfelves  for  all 
they  enjoy  here,  or  hope  for  hereafter ;  fo 
nothing  can  more  efl^edually  check  that 
3  pride, 
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SERM.  pnde,  felfifhnefe,  and  vanity,  which  lead 
^  ^^^'  ^  us  to  contemn  and  injure  our  brethren  of 
mankind,  than  an  habitual  fenfe  that  we 
are  as  really  dependent  creatures  as  they 
are ;  that  we  are  as  infuflBcient  for  our 
own  happinefs  as  they  are ;  and  that  he  oa 
whom  we  depend  can  foon  raife  them  to 
our  ftate,  or  thf uft  us  down  into  tlieirs : 
Why  then  may  not  this  truth,  mod  certairt 
in  itfelf,  and  moft  important  in  its  confe-» 
quences,  be  owned  in  the  moft  public,  re- 
ligious, and  affeSing  manner?  and  that, 
-^  certainly,  is  the  owning  it  in  direft  ad- 

drefles  to  God  himfelf.  Why  fhould  we 
not  embrace  every  proper  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  it,  with  all  thofe  folemn 
circumftances  which  may  contribute  to  im- 
print a  deep  and  abiding  convidion  of  it 
on  our  own  minds,  and  the  minds  of  our 
fellow  men  ?  But  to  fpeak  more  diredlly  to 
the  head  of  petitioning,  it  is, 

Secondly,  A  further  defign  of  Prayer,  to 
exprefs,  under  an  a£tual  fenfe  of  the  prefence 
of  God,  our  earneft  defires  of  having  all 
thofe  fentiments  and  pious  difpofitions 
which  it  is  proper  for  us  to  entertain  and 
cultivate,  confidered  as  dependent,  reafon*. 
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aMe^  ibcialy  and  guilty  cfti^res.  If  we  s  E  R  M. 
feci  cameft  breaduiigs  after  happinefs,  after  ^^^ 
die  means  that  lead  to  it,  and  all  thofe  pura 
zoA  worthy  afiedioHs  which  are  the  prin- 
cipal  ingredients  of  it,  we  certainly  ought 
to  encourage  and  favour  them.  If  thea 
we  find  ardent  defires  arifing  within  us 
after  the  knowledge,  the  favour,  the  rc- 
femblance,  and  enjoyment  of  God,  why 
may  we  not  cxprefs  them  in  that  manner, 
and  in  thofe  circum fiances,  which  will  con- 
tribute moft  to  cultivate  and  increafe  fuch 
honourable  and  worthy  motions  of  the  ra- 
tional foul?  And,  furely,  the  addrefliag 
fuch  defires  to  God,  is  the  moft  elFedual 
method  of  ftrengthening  them.  If  we  be- 
iieve  that  God  can  accompliih  thefe  worthy 
defires,  why  may  we  not  afk  it  of  him  ?  If 
we  hope  and  truft  in  him  that  he  will 
fooner  or  later  accomplifh  them,  why  may 
we  not  declare  our  joyful  expe<5lations  of 
bdng  at  laft  poffefied  of  them  ?  If  we  feel 
our  fouls  afcending  to  God  in  lovp,  joy, 
and  praife,  is  it  not  reafbnable  that  we 
ihould  indulge  thofe  delightful  fentiments, 
aod,  by  repeated  ads,  confirm  and  improve 
them  ? 

If 
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SERM.  If  thefe  inward  emotions  of  heart  ire 
juft  and  natural,  if  we  carinot  but  approve 
them,  if  we  judge  them  \H7orthy  of  being 
cherifhed  and  ftrengthcned,  then  why  may 
we  not  give  full  vent  to  them  in  all  pro- 
per methods  of  outward  expreffion,?  And, 
if  our  own  experience,  and  the  teftimony 
pf  the  beft  of  mankind,  inform  us,  that, 
the  yielding  up  our  fouls  to  the  full  influ- 
ences of  devout  afFedion^  and  giving  them 
full  fcope  in  voice  and  language,  efpecially 
in  addrefles  to  God,  are  the  mofl  efFe£tnal 
methods  of  increafing  that  flrength  and 
fervour,  and  of  fpreading  their  happy  ef- 
fe£ts  through  the  whole  of  human  life, 
then  it  furely  muft  be  our  trueft  wifdom  to 
employ  all  thefe  means  of  eftablifhing  and 
perfecting  them. 

Secondly^  It  is  further  obje<3:ed,  "  That, 
**  fmce  God  is  infinite  in  goodnefs,  he  is 
"  always  difpofed  to  beflow  on  his  creatures 
*'  whatever  is  proper  for  them;  and,  fince  he 
**  is  infinite  in  wifdom,  he  will  always 
**  choofe  the  fitteft  time,  and  beft  manner 
•*  of  beftowing  it.  To  what  purpofe,  then, 
^  do  we  entreat  him  to  do,  what  he  cer- 
•*  tainly  will  do,  without  any  folicitation 
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"  or  importunity  ?"  To  this  it  may  be  an-  s  E  R  M, 
fwered,  That,  as  it  is  not  the  defign  of 
Prayer  to  give  infof mation  to  our  Creator  of 
things  he  was  not  acquainted  with  before; 
fo  neither  is  it  the  defign  of  //  to  move  his 
affedtions,  as  good  fpeakers  move  the  hearts 
of  their  hearers,  by  the  pathetic  arts  of 
oratory ;  nor  to  raife  his  pity,  as  beggars, 
by  their  importunities  and  tears,  work  upon 
the  compaffion  or  the  by-ftanders.  God 
is  not  fubjed  to  thofe  fudden  pailions  and 
emotions  of  mind  which  we  feel ;  nor  to 
any  change  of  his  meafures  and  conduft  by 
their  influence :  He  is  not  wrought  upon 
and  changed  by  our  prayers ;  for  with 
him  there  is  no  tmriablenefs^  nor  Jhadow  of 
turning.  Prayer  only  works  its  eflfeft  upon 
w,  as  it  contributes  to  change  the  temper 
of  our  minds,  to  beget  or  improve  right 
difpofitions  in  them,  to  lay  them  open  to 
the  impreffions  of  fpiritual  objedls,  and 
thus  qualify  us  for  receiving  the  favour 
and  approbation  of  our  Maker,  and  all 
thofe  affiftances  which  he  has  promifed  to 
thofe  who  call  upon  him  in  fincerity  and 
in  truth*  The  efficacy  of  Prayer  does  not 
lie  in  the  mere  afking ;  but  in  its  being 
Vol.  L  O  the 
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s  E  R  M.  tJ\c  means  of  producing  that  fraxnp  qf  nuoil 
^l^      which  qufilifies  us  to  receiye. 

If  it  is  ftill  urged,  "  Why  do  we  aflt,  if 
"  God  does  not  grant  merely  for  the  aik- 
"  ing  ?"  To  this  I  reply,  that,  if  by  (iflung 
be  understood  the  uttering  of  words,  and 
iifing  a  yqice  and  language  in  which  all 
the  fymptoms  of  earneftnefc  and  ioiportu* 
nity  appear?  this  external  part  of  piking,  I 
own,  ferves  no  purpofe  with  rei^eif):  to 
God  ;  and  the  only  ufe  of  it  is,  to  engage 
the  attention,  and  raife  the  devotion  of  oijr 
own  minds,  or  thofe  of  otlierSf  But  if  by 
qfking  be  underftood  the  inward  de5r^  4q4 
breathings  of  the  foul  after  thofe  heavenly 
difpofitions  in  which  th^  perfediqn  and 
happinefs  of  our  natures  chiefly  confift;  la. 
this  fenfe  of  it,  I  afTert,  that  thefe  ure  th« 
beginnings  of  virtue ;  thefe  are  the  means 
of  improving  it,  both  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  by  the  pofitive  appointment  of 
God  i  thefe  are  infepafal)!?  from  real  vir- 
tue, as  long  as  it  is  capable  of  improve- 
ment, which  may  be  for  ever,  for  any 
thing  we  know  to  the  pontrary  :  thefe  de- 
fxres,  I  fay,  are  altogether  unavoidable,  and 
inuft  arif?  io  the  breaft?  of  4II  who  have. 

any 
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any  degree  of  real  goodnefs*  Whoever  SERM. 
kts  had  the  leaft  glimpfc  of  the  beauty  and  ^^ 
excellence  of  real  virtue  is  not  fatisfied  with 
fuch  views  of  it  as  he  has  already  attained^ 
but  pants  after  a  clftarer  and  ftronger  view 
of  its  everlafting  worth  and  importance. 
Whoever  has  felt  that  pleafmg  ferenity, 
that  lively  joy,  and  delightful  liberty,  which 
arife  from  any  confiderable  degree  of  fu- 
periority  to  worldly  paffions,  longs  with 
ardour,  nay  almoft  with  impatience,  to 
obtain  an  intire  conqueft  over  them  ;  and 
whoever  has  tailed  the  fublime,  the  divine 
pleafures  of  true  devotion,  breathes  with 
die  greateft  fervour  after  the  full  and  unin- 
terrupted enjoyment  of  them.  To  thofe, 
then,  who  aflc  why  we  cherifli  the  inward 
defires  after  the  heavenly  graces,  and  ftudy 
td  cultivate  them  by  JPrayer,  the  anfwer  is 
plain,  that  the  doing  fo  is  the  neceflary 
edofequence  of  real  virtue,  both  in  its  firft 
add  feebleft,  and  in  its  higheft  and  mofl 
perfed  ftate,  at  lead  while  iri  this  world. 

But  if  it  Ihould  be  ftill  urged,  "  That, 

"  though  we  muft  have  the  defires,  though 

••  we  ought  to  entertain  and  cultivate  them, 

^  yet  this  is  no  fufficient  reafon  for  our 

O  2  **  offering 
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s  ERM.  ^  offering  them  up  to  God,  and  entreating 
^^^;  •*  him  to  accomplifti  them  ;  why  may  we 
•*  not  defire  all  the  divine  virtues,  and  fre- 
"  qucntly  repeat  the  defire  in  our  minds 
"  with  pleafure  and  with  ardour,  without 
**  direftly  addreffing  it  to  God,  whofe  in- 
"  finite  goodnefs  inclines  him  to  fulfil  it  a8 
*^  foon  as  his  unerring  wifdom  fees  fit  ?'* 
To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
the  human  mind  to  flop  at  the  defire :  it 
feels  a  powerful  impulfe,  urging  it  forward 
to  beg  God  to  beftow  what  it  wifhes  for 
with  vehemence ;  and  this  very  argument 
which  is  urged  againft  the  lifting  up  holy 
defires  to  God  (vi%*  that  he  is  infinite  in 
goodnefs,  and  willing  to  gratify  them),  is  a 
principal  motive  for  offering  them  up,  and 
makes  it  impoffible  for  a  well-difpofed  mind 
to  abflain  from  it.  Since,  then,  there  is  a 
determination  in  our  nature  leading  us  to 
pray ;  fince  there  is  a  law  of  external  re- 
velation commanding  us  to  pray  ;  fince  our 
own  minds,  on  the  calmefl  reflection,  ap- 
prove of  praying,  as  being  an  explicit  and 
natural  acknowledgment  of  our  dependence 
on  our  Maker,  and  a  declaration  that  we 
will  gratefully  receive  the  bleffmgs  we  pray 

for 
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for  as  the  free  gifts  of  his  bounty  j  and  s  e  R  m. 
fince  Prayer  is  a  mean  of  enlivening  and  ^   ^^^• 
ftrcngthening  the  beft  difpofitions  in  our 
fouls ;  we  may  conclude,  that  it  is  not  only . 
an  innocent  and  harmlefs  exercife,  but  that 
it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  be  frequently 
employed  in  it. 

Further,  we  may  add  to  the  preceding 
reafonings,  that  it  is  highly  probable  it 
would  be  neither  a  wife  nor  kind  condud 
in  Providence  to  beftow  heavenly  wifdom, 
worthy  difpofitions,  and  the  happinefs  that 
accompanies  them,  on  thofe  who  negledi 
to  own  it,  and  who  will  not  acknowledge 
their  dependence  upon  it.  Is  it  not  highly 
credible,  that  the  infinite  wifdom  and  good- 
nefe  of  the  great  Creator  of  all  things  has 
eftablifhed  a  Handing  law  in  the  govern- 
ment of  his  rational  fubjeds,  that  thofe  dif- 
pofitions which  qualify  them  for  his  ap- 
probation and  favour,  fliall  be  beftowed  on 
none  but  thofe  who  fmcerely  humble  them* 
felves  to  alk  them  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  folemnly 
declared  in  the  revelation  God  hath  given 
OS,  that  this  is,  in  fa£):,  the  great  law  and 
rule  of  his  conduct  ?  that  for  thefe  bleffings 
bcmuji  be  fought  after  by  the  boufi  of  Ifrael? 
O  3  Call 
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s  E  R  M.   Call  upon  mc  in  the  day  of  trouble^  IwiU  (k* 
^\  ,  liver  tb^ej  and  thou  Jbalt glorify  mc^    Pfalm  L 
15.     The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  tbem  that  call 
upon  bimj  and  be  %vill  fulfil  tbe  deftrt  of  tbem 
tbatfear  bim ;  b<  will  bear  their  cry^  and 
fave  tbem.  Pfalm  cxlv,  1 8,   God  rejijletb  the 
proud^  but  givetb  grace  to  the  bumble.  James^ 
iv.  6.     Ttbe  meek  God  will  guide  in  judg^ 
ment;  and  the  meek  will  be  teach  bis  way. 
Plalm  XXV.  9, 

Do  not  our  own  minds  approve  of  it  as 
a  juft  and  reafonable  conftitution,  that  the 
fincere,  the  humble,  and  pious  petitioner 
fhould  obtain  his  requefts,  while  the  ne-? 
gledter  of  God,  the  unthinldng,  the  proud, 
4nd  unfubmitting  finner  ihould  be  negledl-* 
ed,  and  continue  to  want  what  he  will  not 
humble  himfelf  to  afk  from  the  divine 
bounty  ?  Nay,  muft  it  not  be  owned,  that 
we  can  difcem  wife  and  juft  reafons  why 
this  fhould  be  an  eftabiifhed  law  of  the  di- 
vine government  ?  Is  it  not  manileft,  that 
fmcerity,  humility,  and  eameft  defires  afta 
wifdom  and  virtue^  are  difpofttions  previ-* 
Qufly  neceflary,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to 
prepare  our  minds  for  receiving  heavenly 
wiidom,  and  all  the  virtues  which  accon^ 
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pany  it  ?  Is  flot  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  own  ig-  s  E  R  M. 
norance^  and  eariM^  panting  after'  the  wif- 
dotti  that  corner  frotA  abore,  a  fitter  difpo-^ 
(iriott  for  atlafining  k,  than  a  fond  conceit 
<Jf  dtir  own  i^ilttofli  ?  Is  not  a  corlfciiWifnefa^ 
of  the  mantfold  difordets  of  our  hearts,  a 
iBore  proper  fitnation  of  mind  for  receiving 
that  grsKrel  which  muft  rdftify  thert,  than  a 
vam  and  fooliih  imagiimdon  that  ail  is  right 
within  ahready  ?  Is  not  a  fcxrowful  fenfe 
of  our  gr*at  lofe,  while  we  are  void  of 
thofe  divine  virtues  which  form  the  image 
of  Gond  in  us,  the  moft  natural  preparation 
for  bciAg  beautified  with  them  ?  If^  thten, 
tbfe  fin<*erity  and  humility,  thefe  ardent  den 
fires  of  fpiritual  bleffing0,  and  this  deep 
fenie  of  our  imperfediicns,  are  naturally 
pre-rcquffite  to  our  receiving  thefe  divine 
favours,  is  it  fuppofable  (where  thefe  pre- 
vious qualifications  are  found  in  a  juft  de- 
gree,, and  withal  a  lively  perfuafion  that  it 
is  from  God  alone  we  can  obtain  thefe  folid 
bleflings)  that  the  human  heart  can  avoid 
flying  to  him  for  them  by  the  moft  ardent 
invocations  and  prayers  ? 

To  fum  up  the  whole  argument :  Since 

there  is  an  inward  impulfe  prompting  us  to 

O  4  pray? 
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S  E  R  M.  pi'ay ;  fince  there  are  frequent  precepts  of 
^^^-  external  revelation  commanding  us  to  pray ; 
and  fince  it  is  the  eftablifbed  law  of  the 
righteous  government  of  God  over  the  in-^ 
telligent  world,  that  fpiritual  bleffings  fhall 
be  beftowed  on  thofe  only  who  humble 
themfelves  to  pray  for  them ;  we  may  in- 
fer, that  Prayer  is  fo  far  from  implying  any 
juft  refle(^on  upon  the  perfed  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  the  great  Governor  of  all 
things,  that  it  is  a  juft  compliance  with 
that  conftitution  of  things  which  he  hath 
appointed,  and  an  harmonizing  (fo  to  fpeak) 
with  the  wife  order  of  his  providence. 
Since  Prayer  is  appointed  by  God  to  be 
the  means  of  producing,  preferving,  and  in- 
creafing  in  us  the  beft  and  worthieft  difpo-? 
fitions,  to  pradife  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
concurring  with  him  in  his  great  defign  of 
eftablifliing  the  happinefi  of  his  creation, 
May  God  enable  us  all  to  do  fo.     An^^n^ 
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SERMON     IV. 

The    former   Subjed   continued 


Matt.  xxvL  41. 
*■         Pray^  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptatlonm 

AFTER  endeavouring  very  fhoitly  to  SBKM. 
explain  the  Nature  of  Prayer  (imply 
confidered  in  itfelf^  and  to  mark  the  prin* 
cipai  inward  ads  of  the  mind  exerted  ift  it^ 
from  which  the  outward  expre£Sont  of  de- 
votion ought  to  flow,  I  propofed. 

Secondly^  To  vindicate  Prayer  fiom  ibme 
objedions  commonly  urged  agaiaf^  it»  and 
accordingly  proceeded  to  (late  and  anfwer 
two  plaufible  objedions  drawn  firom  the 
perfed  knowledge  and  goodnefs  of  Grod^ 
who  needs  no  information  of  our  wants^ 
por  any  entreaties  to  fupply  them.  In 
4  profe- 
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SERM.  profecuting  this  branch   of  the  fubjeft   1 
^l_  ^  now  obferve, 

Thirdly^  That  it  has  been  further  iirged, 
"  That  there  is  nojuft  ground  of  expeding 
any  immediate  light  of  aid  from  heaven 
in  confeqiience  of  the  moft  fincer^  and 
**  fervent  Frayer ;'  for,  after  the  moft  ac- 
curate inquiry  that  can  be  made  into  the 
workings  of  thr  human  mind,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  perceived  but  what  may  be 
"  the  natural  effect  of  proper  motives  and 
**  arguments/'     In  anfwer  to  this,  let  it  be 
dDfterved,  that,  even  fuppofing  there  vs  no 
good  difpofition  awakened  in  the  human 
ftrul,  where  the  proper  confiderations  and 
motives*  have  not  been  laid  before  it ;  yet 
tRcre  may  Ke^  good  reafons  for  believing 
that  there-  is'  feme  fectet  and  undifcerniblc 
aW^ePHea^wn  concorringwith  thofe  con- 
fiderations'atid'  motives  J  dffplaying  their 
wbd^  i«iportance  and:  fi^ce  ro  the  mind  ; 
fixing  ;tte*  attention  of  it  to  confider  them  j 
and'  laying   it  open  to    feel    th^eir  whole 
{yDwer  aiid  influence.     Hiis  at  leaft   muft 
ba  aHowed,,  that  the  fame  motives^  laid  be^ 
Sore  the  minda  of  difierent  perfoas,  do 
not  pr^ddtce  tjbe*  fame  ei^da^;  in  twe  peiw 
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jbns  who  fecm  equally  arable  of  di(cem-  s  E  R  M« 
ing  the  ftrength  and  fiarce  of  motives^  who 
feem  to  ha^v*e  be^wed  equal  attention  in 
weighing  them, '  and  wbofe  paffiom  feem 
to  be  equally  capable  of  refifting  them, 
the  effe^  they  pioduce  are  widely  dif- 
£nrent. 

Befides  it  de&rres  our  moft  attentive 
confideratioi^  that  there  is  na  infeparable 
connedion  betwixt  the  dearefl  andjuftefl 
views  of  the  escdkoce  and  itnportance  of 
moral  and  fjpirttuai  obje<^  and  thofe  feel- 
ings amd  ai&^kions  of  heart  which  corre- 
ipond  to  them :  a  man  may  have  the  jufleA 
and  fubUiBeft  idea^^  of  all  the  human^  fo- 
cial,  and  divine  virtues^  white  he  remains 
in  a  great  meafure,  or  altogether^  without 
any  feeling  of  them  ia  his  heart.  There 
are  mapy  inftances*  in  the  world;  of  men 
who  kive  formed  the  pureft  and  moft  ex- 
ailed  conceptions  of  the  divine  perfeSbns^ 
who  can  fpeak  of  tbem  with  dignity,  and 
^0  highly  delighted  with  the  theory  and 
contemplation  of  them;  and  yet  feet  al- 
rooft  nothing  of  that  true  devotion  of  heart 
which  fhould  be  awakened  by  them*  In 
like  manner,  a  man  may  have  his  nrind 
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SERM.  ftored  with  the  moft  exad  and  delightful 
ijpeculations  concerning  the  beauty  and 
worth  of  temperance,  integrity,  fincerity, 
benevolence,  friendfhip,  humility,  and  all 
the  human  and  fociat  virtues  ;  may  be  ca* 
pable  of  fpeaking  and  writing  about  them 
to  admiration ;  while  he  flill  cpntinues  un- 
der the  power  of  the  loweft  fenfuality,  and 
a  felfifh  malignant  difpofition.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  fome 
of  thofe  who  are  lefs  acquainted  with  the 
delightful  theories  of  virtue  and  religion, 
who  have  not  fuch  exad  and  perfect  no- 
tions of  them,  and  who,  from  a  necefTary 
attention  to  other  things,  are  feldom  em- 
ployed in  thinking  on  them,  yet  are  more 
uniformly  governed  in  life  by  the  natural 
influence  of  the  pious  and  virtuous  difpofi- 
tions  themfelves,  than  the  greateft  philofo- 
pher  or  divine  who  Q)end8  his  days  in  con- 
templating the  ideas  of  them,  and  thofe 
views  of  things  which  fhould  excite  them. 
Now,  as  it  is  the  good  difpofitions  them* 
felves  that  conflitute  the  foul  and  effence  of 
virtue,  as  they  only  give  the  true  dignity 
to  our  minds  and  beauty  to  our  lives,  as 
they  only  can  form  the  chara^er  which  is 

worthy 
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worthy  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God ;  s  E  R  M. 
fo  they  are  always  reprefented  in  Scripture 
as  the  fiiiits  and  effeds  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Gal*  V.  22,  23.  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
lovCy  joy^  peacCy  longfuffering^  gtntlenefs^ 
goodnefs^  faith ^  meeknefs^  temperance. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  plainly  iqp- 
pears,  that  after  we  have  got  the  pureft  and 
cleareft  ideas  of  religion,  and  the  fuUeft 
views  of  thofe .  motives  which  fhould  en- 
gage us  to  the  pradice  of  it,  there  is  ftill 
ground  to  pray,  that  God  may  blefs  us  with 
thofc  divine  affections  of  heart,  which  arc 
the  only  real  ornaments  to  our  fouls,  the 
only  lafting  foundations  of  their  peace  and 
happinefs.  Our  ideas  are  but  pidures  and 
images  of  the  things  themfelves;  and  as 
the  pidure  of  a  feaft  cannot  fatisfy  our 
hunger,  nor  the  pidure  of  a  fire  warm  and 
enlighten  us;  fo  the  fineft  ideas  of  virtue 
and  religion  cannot  make  us  good  and 
happy  without  thofe  difpofitions  of  heart, 
which  fhould  be  raifed  and  kept  alive  by 
them. 

It  may  be  alfo  obferved,  as  a  thing  of 
very  confiderable  importance  in  the  prefent 
argument,  that  the  power  of  a  man  over 
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»£iiM.  fais  own  inward  &Spobaoug^  or  tholb  (£ 
others,  is  not  fo  great  n  fxxm  fdem  to 
imagine.  No  niftn  will  venture  to  boaft 
that  he  can  by  any  one  efFort,  how  Rigor- 
ous focvcr,  or  even  by  repeated  efforts,  re- 
folutiotts,  and  endeavours,  raife  the  vir- 
tiious  difpoTidons  in  his  own  foul  to  fuch 
a  d^ee  of  ftrength,  that  they  ihall  uni« 
fbrmly  and  conftantly  prevail  over  all  the 
paffions  which  may  oppofe  them  :  far  l^s 
can  any  one  pretend  that  it  b  in  his  power 
to  form  anew  ttie  hearts  of  others,  and 
change  their  difpofitions  from  the  worft  to 
the  beft  at  his  {deafure.  Excepting  our 
Saviour  himfelf,  no  infallible  teacher  of 
Tirtue,  no  perfed:  mafter  df  the  divine  art 
of  forming  the  nobleft  and  worthieft  difpo- 
fitions in  the  human  mind,  ever  appeared 
in  the  workL  The  wifcft,  the  beft,  and 
tendered  parent  cannot,  by  all  hit  art  and 
moft  affiduous  endeavours,  beftow  true  vir-^ 
tue  on  his  deareft  child  ;  the  mod  learned, 
moil  virtuous,  and  affedionate  tutor  can« 
not  form  it  in  his  beloved  pupil.  If  an 
infalUUy  fuccefsful  teacher  of  virtue  could 
be  found  anywhere,  what  an  invaluable 
trcafure  would  he  be,  and  how  worthy  to 
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be  fought  after  in  the  remoteft  comers  of  s  E  R  M. 
the  wc^ld!  No  doubt,  when  ooe  reads 
pious  books,  hear$  virtuous  diicourfe,  iees 
Konby  ei^amples,  and  has  enjayed  the  be- 
nefit of  the  fineft  inftrudions,  he  may^ 
or  rather  he  muft,  be  furnUhed  with  the 
juft^ft  and  mo&  amiable  ideas  of  the  whole 
gk>ripus  train  of  virtues ;  but  it  will  not 
follow  hence  that  he  muft  have  fuch  a  re- 
li/h  for  the  virtues  theeafelves  as  flball  con«» 
ftantly  render  him  fuperior  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world ;  or  even,  on  the  whole^ 
make  him  a  man  of  a  virtuous  charaden 

This  dodrine,  of  the  inability  of  man- 
kind to  make  themfelves  virtuous  and 
happy,  and  of  the  need  of  alliftance  from 
above  in  this  divine  work,  has  been  fo 
deeply  felt  by  the  more  thinking  and  con- 
fiderate  part  of  them,  that  it  extorted  a  con- 
feflion  of  it  even  from  thofe  whofe  fpecula* 
tive  principles  feemed  to  lead  them  to  a  de- 
nial of  it.  For  we  find  that  {t€t  of  the  hea- 
then philofophers  who  laid  the  foundation 
of  their  fyftem  in  the  diftindion  betwixt 
things  in  our  power  and  out  of  our  power 
(meaning  by  the  former,  our  good  difpofi- 
tions,  refolutions,  and  actions }  and  by  the 
6  latter^ 
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SERM.  latter,  the  external  enjoyments  of  the 
>  ^ '  -  world,  which  depend  on  a  thoufand  acci- 
dents over  which  we  have  no  command)  ; 
even  they,  I  fay,  in  oppofition  to  their  fa- 
vourite diftindion,  inculcated  the  ufeful- 
nefs  and  importance  of  Prayer*. 

To  all  thefe  obfervations  we  may  add, 
that  there  has  always  been  a  very  general 
and  ftrong  propenfity  in  mankind  to  be- 
lieve, that  God  makes  impreflions  on  the 
minds  of  men  in  an  immediate  manner. 
And  of  this  it  were  eafy  to  bring  number- 
lefs  proofs  from  the  poets,  philofophers, 
orators,  and  hiftorians,  of  former  ages.  I 
am  very  fenfible  that  it  will  be  objedied, 
that  few  pretend  that  they  themfelves  have 
felt  any  foreign  and  divine  influence  which 
they  could  certainly  diftinguifh  from  the 
natural  and  ordinary  operations  of  their 
own  minds;  but  to  this  one  may  reply, 
that  it  may  be  the  peculiar  excellence  of 
the  Deity's  method  of  operation,  that  it  is 
imperceptible  in  itfelf,  and  only  difcernible 
by  its  effects.  Thus,  though  we  do  not 
feel  the  power  of  God  upholding  us  in  life, 

*  Marcus  Antoninos,  Book  ix.  and  Simplicius's  Com- 
mentary  on  Epi6tetus»  at  the  end. 

yet 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■IV. 


ObjeSfions  againft  Prayeranfwered.  209 

yet  we  do  not  know  but  it  may  be  as  really  S  E  R  M. 
exerted  every  moment,  in  fupporting  our 
being,  as  it  was  at  firft  in  bringing  us  into 
it.  Befides,  it  may  be  faid  that  many  good 
men,  quite  free  of  fuperftition,  and  re*- 
markaUe  for  ftrength  of  mind,  have  de- 
clared that  they  have  felt  fecret  and  fudden 
influences,  determining  them  to  particular 
fteps  of  condud,  which  had  very  remark- 
able effedts,  as  to  the  happinefe  and  ufe'- 
fuhiefs  of  their  after-life;  and  does  not 
almoft  every  one  feel  thoughts,  refolutionsi 
and  defigns,  fpringing  up  within  him, 
which  he  is  hot  confcious  he  has  been  led 
to  by  atiy  former  courfe  of  his  reading, 
converfation,  or  reafoning  ?  I^ay,  if  there 
is  any  credit  to  be  given  to  human  tefti- 
mony,  muft  we  not  believe  that  intima- 
tions have  been  made  to  gopd  men,  ©f  fu- 
ture events,  which  greatly  concerried  thiem- 
felves,  or  the  fociety  to  which  they  be- 
longed ? 

To  conclude :  Thofe  who  will  not  allow 
any  immediate  influence  of  the  Deity  upon 
the  human  mind,  but  afcribe  every  thing 
there  to  the  natural  force  of  arguments  and 
motives,  ought  to  confidcr  that  it  is  only 

Vol.  L  P  goings 
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5ERM.  going  oac  ftep  farther,  and  they  come  to 
'  God,  and  mud  own  \iyai  a»  the  original 
author  of  all.  It  is  God  who  has  made 
the  mind  of  ms^n  wpftl>i*  of  perceiving 
motive?,  ^nd  of  be^ng  wro\ight  upo^  by 
theni:  ^t  i$  God  who,  in  the  couirfe  erf* 
his  provide ncf  ^  has  prefent^d  fuch  a  \\^\^ 
of  motives  to  any  onq's  mind  as  h?^  en- 
gaged ^im  to  p^ai^ife  all  the  virtues  pf  a 
holy  life :  to  God,  therefore,  the  pr^iie  di 
it  is  to  he  ^ven.  And  th^re  ftill  r^ix^ins 
alpundant  reafon  to  pray  to  him,  that  hf 
may,  in  the  unfearchable  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  his  providence,  continue  to  pre£ent 
fuch  vi^ws  of  things  to  the  mind,  as  may 
determine  it  always  to  chufe  the  virtuous 
and  worthy  part. 

Ftmrtbly.  But  fhould  any  one  objed  in 
this  manner  (which  I  believe  will  fcarcely 
be  done  by  any  coniiderate  man),  waving 
the  debate  about  the  aids  which  may  be  ob« 
tained  by  Prayer,  yet  alleging  that  he  has 
no  need  of  it :  "  What  fhpuld  I  pray  for  ? 
**  Shall  I  pray  that  God  may  enlighten  my 
"  mind  with  the  knowledge  of  ray  duty, 
<*  and  make  me  perceivq  the  excellencQ  and 
"  impprtancc  of  pi$ty,,fincerity,  truth,  in- 

"  t:qgi;ity. 
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^tegri<y,    charity^    and  aH  thoie  ^irtoeii  s7]£f^M< 
•*  which  dignify  thfe  fouU  of  Jton,    and      ^^* 
^  beautify  tbeir   iives    anil   xnannars  ?    1 
^  knotr  all  thefe  things  already,,  and  dcn^ 
•^duamylifcbythepi."  .  .      ,      : 

How  much  18  it:to  be  wiihdd  thftt  everji! 
one,  who  thinkfif  or  fpeaks  in  thistnaaoer^ 
wo^  fctioufly  afk  hirtiielfwH^ye  I  al- 
ready attained  aa  dear  aad  (UfUck^  v^wf 
of  the  wort|]^  a^d  importance  of  aU  the  hoa?^ 
¥enly  virtues  as  are  attainable  Ipy  ^s^o^ind^ 
Have  they  as  ibv^eign  ^ndi^inn)fiidi;>g  an 
influence  over  my  heart  ^d[Hfe  as  ever  they 
had  over  any  of  the  fbns  of  men  ?  Am  I  fm*c 
there  is  nothing  farther  to  be  feen,  nothing 
higher  to  be  fdt  ?  What  if  human  nature 
is  capable  of  ilronger  and  brighter  views  of 
the  worth  and  majefty  of  the  gf  eat  virtues 
of  the  fpiritu2|l  life  than  I  have  yet  obtain- 
ed?. Nay^  may  I  not  &ippofe  that  many  of 
die  dttldreo  of  men  have  adlually  attained 
tbem^  and  conduced  their  lives  mote  un- 
erringiy  under  the  power  and  infidence  of 
them  ?  Have  I  any  ambition  remaining  f 
any  thing  of  tb^  divine  ambition  of  aim* 
i«ig  at  a  tranfc6ndency  m  what  is  great  and 
goody  ia  whai!  is  the  fole  glory  of  a  rea- 
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SERM.  fonablc  being?  Shall!  not  then  afpirc  after 
the  higheft  fenfe,  and  the  ftrongeft  impref-^ 
fioii  of  them,  that  my  nature  is  capable  of? 
Is  there  a/great  Father  of  lights,  the  en- 
lightener  of  all  minds,  the  evcrlafting  lover 
dtid  friend  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Has 
he  declanred  that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to 
enlighteti  thoie  who  afk  wi£dom  from  him  ? 
Has  he  affured  uSj  that  tliei»e  is  a  dilpen- 
fation  6^  grace  and  light  carrying  on  in 
the  world  by  his  Son  and  Holy  Sjpirir, 
by  which 't^ofe  bleflSngs  are  peiq>etually 
impkrtfed  to  all  who  fincerely  afk  them  ? 
Has  he '  already  enlightened,  in  a  fuperior 
manner,  thofe  fouls  which  lay  themfelves 
open  to  his  influence  ?  And  Ihall  I  refufe 
to  afk  his  heavenly  wifdom,  and  live  con- 
tented with  a  fmaller  portion  of  it  whea 
a  greater  may  be  obtained  ?  Surely,  no 
true  lover  of  virtue,  no  one  who  has  any 
real  greatnqfs  of  mind,  can  bear  the  thought. 
But,  perhaps,  the  objefior  will  reply : 
"  What  though  I  have  not  the  highefl  and 
♦'  mofl  flrtking  fenfe  of  the  everlafling 
^'  worth  and  beauty  of  thefe  things ;  yet 
"  I  have  as  juft  and  ftrong  a  fenfe  of  them 
.^*  as  is  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of  hu- 
^  •*  ma» 
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^  man  life  ;  ad  much  as  will  enable  me  to  s  E  R  M. 
^  withftand  the  temptations  of  the  world,  ^^J^ 
"  and  render  me  fuperiof  to  them.  I  am 
"  fo  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  the  excellence 
"  and  value  of  all  the  moral  and  divine  vir- 
"  tues,  that  I  am  in  no  danger  of  being 
"  feduced  into  a  forgetfulnefs  of  the  duties 
"  which  I  owe  to  God,  to  mankind,  or 
"  to  myfelf.  I  have  fuch  a  perfedl  abhor- 
**  rence  of  every  thing  bafe  and  unworthy, 
**  of  every  thing  that  approaches  to  a  de- 
**  jparturc  from  what  is  juft,  becoming,  and 
^'  honeft  in  human  life,  that  it  will  be  an 
"  everlafting  fecurity  to  my  virtue  j  or  if 
**  at  any  time,  through  the  force  of  fome 
"  great  and  fudden  temptations,  I  fliould 
•*  be  guilty  of  fome  fmall  failure,  I  have 
•*  nothing  more  to  do  but  call  up  the 
**  ftrength  and  refolution  of  my  mind,  and 
"  all  things  fhall  be  right  again."  In  an- 
fwcr  to  all  this,  in  the  firft  place  it  may  be 
obferved  that,  fuppofmg  all  that  true  which 
vain  men  reprefcnt  to  their  own  conceited 
minds,  though  there  fhould  be  no  need 
for  Prayer;  yet,  furely,  there  is  thejufteft 
ground  for  another  part  of  devotion,  thank- 
fiihiefs,  and  praife.  Is  it  not  reafonable, 
P  3  that 
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s  ]^  R  M.  tjbat  tV>fei  petfons  flioujd  lift  up  their  hewts 
_^^  ^  and  h?nd8  in  gratitude  to  that  God  *?h<y 
has  hitherto  pr^ferved  them  fr^m  the  tetopt-*- 
ations  of  the  world,  and  enabled  them  to 
lead,  a  blamelefs  life  ?  Is  k  not  God  vrho^ 
made  them  capable  of .  difqenjiing  the  ho*- 
neft,  the  juft^  and  worthy  part,  and  cn- 
2j>led  thQtn  to  follow  it  ?  Is  it  not  God 
who  planted  the  good  di(i>Quticms  in  their 
hearts,  and  has  not  fufifer^d„  them  to  be 
O.vcrcoipe  by  the  contrary  paffions  ?  Can 
dpxj  bleffing  be  greaf-er,  or  afford  jufter 
ground  for  the  mpft  fmcere  praife  an^ 
thai^ulnefs  ?  Nay,  cao  any  thing  be  more 
reafoiiable,  than  that  they  flipuld  pray  to 
Heaven  with  the  greateft  fincerity  for  the 
continuance  of  fuch  aji  ineftimable  bleffiag? 
Ara  ^ye  not  always  depending  on  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  for  it  ?  To  how  many  dif- 
ealifs  diud  ajQcidents  are  we  expofed,  which 
no  huQvta  wifdom  can  forefce  or  prevent, 
by  which  the  ftrength  of  our  minds  may 
bje  exceedingly  impaired^our  tempers  fret- 
ted and  foulred,  nay  o}ft  rational  powers 
entirely  dcflroyed  ?  *  JNbt,  farther. 

Allow  me,  in  the  fccond  place,  to  exhort 
a^  befeccfa  thofe,  if  there  are  any  fuch, 
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who  imagine   they  have  maintained  their  seRM. 
integrity   invariably   through    the    v^holc 
courfe  of  their  lives  (without  the  affiftance 
of  Prayer,  or  ahy  ads  of  truft'  and  confi- 
dence in  God),  to  take  an  attentive  review 
of  their  whole  paft  condud,  and  compare 
it  impartially  with  the  purity  and  perfec- 
tion of  the  divine  law,  and  then  let  them 
honeftly  declare  if  they  have  difcerned  no- 
thing  otherwife  than    it    ought  to   have 
been.  Will  any  one  venture  to  aflert,  that 
upon  the  ftrideft  examination  he  finds  he 
has  not  departed  from  the  great  rule   of 
What  is  worthy  and  good,  and  that  in  many 
inftances;  or,  that  he  is  not  confcious  to 
himfelf  of  having  negle£led  many  things  he 
ought  to  have  done,  or  might  have  done, 
to  render  either  himfelf  or  others  wifer, 
better,  or  happier  ?     Do  not  many  things 
occtn:  to  him,  in  the  furvey  of  his  whole 
Hfc,    which    he    difapproves,    which    hi 
would  not  chufe  to  be  guilty  of  a  fecond 
time,  and  which  he  would  endeavour  t0 
amend  if  he  were  to  pafs  life  over  again  ? 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  there  is  no  mad 
trho,  upon  looking  back,  will  not  be  fen^ 
fible  he  has  thought^  faid,  and  done,  many 
P  ^  thinga 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IV. 


2i6  ObJ€£lions  agatnjl  Prayer  anfwered. 

s  E  R  M.  things  which  he  would  not  chufe.to  do  over 
again  were  he  placed  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances ;  that  he  has  omitted^  foolifhly  and 
criminally  omitted,  '  to  do  many  things 
which  he  would  now  joyfully  embrace  an 
opportunity  of  performing,  if  the  like  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  prefent  themfelves.  May- 
it  not  be  further  afked,  How  do  you  know 
but  that,  if  you  had  been  fervent  in  Prayer, 
and  with  true  devotion  had  lifted  up  your 
defires  to  God  for  conduct  and  dire^ion, 
you  might  have  been  preferved  from  thofe 
crimes,  and  thofe  omiffions  of  duty,  which 
you  cannot  now  review  without  regret  and 
felf-condemnation,  and  been  led 'to  the 
praiJiice  of  many  virtues,  and  performance 
of  many  good  offices,  the  opportunities  of 
which  can  never  be  recalled  ? 

May  we  not  further  inquire  of  thofe  who 
have  fuch  complacency  and  fatisfadion  in 
their  own  charadters  and  eonduft — Do  you 
find  nothing  in  the  prefent  temper  and  diP* 
pofition  of  your  mind  which  you  have  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of,  and  which  you  defire 
to  have  reftified  ?  Are  there  no  imperfec- 
tions to  be  correded,  no  virtuous  afieiflions 
to  be  refined,  confirmed,  flrengthened,  and 

perfected  ? 
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perfected  ?  Are  you  already  poffefled  of  S-E  R  M. 
that  degree  of  love  to  God  and  true  virtue, 
which  pervades  the  whole  foul,  cqptrols 
the  power  of  all  the  inferior  pafliotos,  efta- 
bliihes  a  perpetual  ferenity  within,  and 
aoimates  you  with  the  utmoft  joy  and  ala- 
crity in  pradtifing  all  the  virtues  of  a  wor- 
thy life?  If  ye  imagine  ye  are  already 
nd&d  to  the  utmoft  fummit  of  perfedHcn, 
we  may  fafely  venture  to  aflert  that  ye  are 
miftaken ;  and  that  felf-love  has  blinded 
your  eyes,  and  made  you  pafs  too  favour- 
able a  fentence  upon  yourfelves.  This 
fond  imagination,  that  ye  are  already  per- 
feS,  is  almoft  a  demonftration  that  ye  are 
yet  at  a  very  great  diftance  from  it  j  ye 
have  certainly  fixed  too  low  a  ftandard  of 
religion  ;  your  intelledual  eye  is  not  quick 
and  piercing  enough  to  difcern  the  idea  of 
perfedlion  fet  before  you  in  the  law  of  God, 
which  ye  ought  perpetually  to  have  in  your 
view,  and  to  be  afpiring  after  with  the  ut- 
moft ardour.  There  are  but  few  to  be 
found  who  have  attained  to  the  jufteft  and 
higheft  tafte  of  the  true  fublime  in  heart 
and  life  :  whoever  has  had  a  clear  and  dif- 
tina  view  of  it  will  not  flatter  himfelf  that 
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lie  has  reached  it}  nay,  he  will  be  fully 
fenfible  that  he  has  not  ytt  approached  near 
it  J  and  whoever  fondly  imagines  that  he 
is  come  up  to  it,  has  not  diftiftiftly  per- 
ceived it.  That  man  moil  have  a  low  un- 
derft^nding  and  a  vain  heait,  who  is  thua 
latisfied  with  himfelf ;  who  fancies  he  has 
attained  to  the  truly  great  and  perfect  in 
teniper  and  condud :  and  whoever  is  thus 
eafily  fatisfied  with  himfelf  is  comnM>nty 
ibc  only  perfon  who  is  fo  j  or,  at  leaft,  th^ 
mimber  of  thofe  will  be  few  who  pafs  the 
&me  judgment  on  him  that  he  does  on 
himfelf.  The  higher  any  one  advances  in 
fjQligiony  his  views  are  proportionably  open- 
ed and  enlarged.  That  moment  the  vir- 
tuous man  has  gained  the  vidory  over  fome 
bad  paffion  he  has  been  long  ftruggling 
withy  he  fees  fome  other  one  not  quite  fub- 
dued  within  him ;  and  that  moment  he 
reaches  to  fom«  certain  pitch  of  virtue  he  had 
in  his  view,  he  difderns  fome  higher  pitch 
of  it  at  a  great  diflance  from  him :  in  this 
he  refemblcs  a  traveller  in  a  large  cham- 
paign country,  who,  this  hour,  fees  no- 
ting beyond  a  fmall  eminence,  which  ter- 
n^aftes  his  view  at  a  diftance,  the  top  of 
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which  he  no  fooner  gains,  than  a  new  ex-  SERM. 
tent  of  country  fills  his  eye  equal  to  that 
he  has  already  pafied.  Since,  then,  there  is 
fti]l  fomething  yet  unattained  in  the  fpi- 
ntual  Kfe,  can  we  reftrain  ourfelres  from 
praying  that  the  God  of  grace^  the  author  of 
crery  good  and  perfed  gift,  would  enligbt^ 
en  our  eyes  to  difcern  it,  and  infpire  ut 
with  the  divine  ambition  of  aiming  and 
endeavouring  to  obtain  it  ?  Is  it  not  a  joy- 
fiil^  nay  a  triumphant  coniidenition,  that,  . 
by  the  light  and  afliftance  of  the  Holy  Spi*' 
rit  of  God,  we  may  travel  on,  from  per- 
fection to  perfedkion,  and  approach  nearer 
and  nearer  to  our  Maker,  by  higher  degrees 
of  refemblance? 

Further,  may  we  not  defire  thofe  who 
imagine  they  have  no  need  of  Prayer,  to 
look  forward  to  that  part  of  life  they  may 
yet  have  to  pafs  through  ?  Are  they  cer- 
tain they  fhall  never  meet  with  any  tempt- 
ation that  may  be  an  overmatch  for  that 
virtue  of  theirs  which  they  flatter  them- 
fdves  is  fo  firmly  eftabliflied  ?  May  there 
not  be  ten  thouiand  circumftances  in  life 
which  may  endanger  their  integrity  ?  Every 
occurrence,  every  ftate,  every  employment, 
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s  E  R  M.  has  Its  peculiar  temptations,  and  may  occa- 
Con  a  departure  from  the  right  path.  What 
fecurity  have  we  in  ourfelves  ?  Are  we 
not  cqnfcious  that  our  reafon  is  weak,  in 
many  things  clouded  by  ignorance,  blinded 
by  prejudices,  feduced  by  appetites,  and 
over-ruled  by  paffions  and  unreafonable 
affedibns?  When  we  look  abroad  into  the 
world,  how  many  melancholy  inftances 
may  we  mark  out  of  the  feemingly  firmeft 
•virtue,  foon  fhaken  and  overcome  ?  Muft 
we  not  own  that  wifer,  greater,  and  bet- 
ter men  than  we  can  pretend  to  be,  have 
yielded  to  the  force  of  temptation  ;  and  in 
fome  degree  and  for  fome  time,  apoftatifed 
from  the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  ?  Have  not 
they  themfelves  moymfqlly  acknowledged 
it  afterwards  ?  Can  any  then  be  fo  infuf- 
ferably  vain  and  arrogant  as  to  imagine 
that  nothing  can  ever  lead  them  aftray,  or 
in  any  degree  darken  their  underftandings, 
or  corrupt  their  hearts  ?  Is  it  not  moft  na- 
tural for  every  one  who  loves  the  good  and 
virtuous  part,  and  delights  in  the  pradlice 
of  it,  to  wifli  that  he  may  have  the  aflift- 
ance  of  a  fuperior  guide  to  condud:  him 
fafely  thrpugh  all  the  fnares  which  may  be 
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fpread  ioit  him  in  a  degenerate  wbrl3  ?  In 
a  word,  every  one  who  is  throughly  fen- 
lible  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and  of  the  in- 
numerable dangers  to  which  virtue  is  ex- 
pofed  in  the  prefent  difordered  ft;ate  of 
things,  will  fee  fufficient  reafon  for  lifting 
up  his  foul  to  God  in  thefe  emphatical 
prayers  of  the  devout,  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  cxix, 
Z% — 7n*  Teach  tne^  0  Lord^  the  way  of  thy 
Jatutes^  and  I  Jball  keep  it  unto  the  end. 
Give  me  underJlanSng^  and  I  Jball  keep  thy 
law^  yea^  I  Jball  obferve  it  with  my  whole 
heart.  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy 
commandments^  for  therein  do  I  delight.  In^ 
dine  my  heart  unto  fhy  teJiimonie&^  and  not 
unto  covetoufnefs.  ,  Turn  away  mine  eyes 
from  beholding  vanity y  and  quicken  thou  me 
in  thy  way. 

To  all  which  it  may  be  added,  that,  if 
ever  any  perfon  appeared  in  the  world  who 
could  plead  that  he;had  no  need  of  Prayer, 
Jefus  Chrift  might  have  done  it  i  He  felt 
a  perpetual  good-will  to  all  mankind,  and 
was  animated  by  it  to  go  about  in  aa  uni« 
form  and  unwearied  courfe  of  beneficence; 
he  was  quite  unmoved  with  the  temptations 
of  the  world,  and  walked  on  in  the  execu- 
tion 
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SERM.  tion  of  his>^reat  uAdartaldng^ with  aa  un^ 
^^*:  ,  daunted  and  Tiaarious  pace^  in  fpit^  x£  all 
oppditioh ;  and  yet  Wc  learrn  Brom  the 
biftory  of  bis:  life,  tblt-he  xvte  Traqaeat^ 
ly  employed  in  Prayer,  as; well  a$^  recom^ 
mended  it  to  his  foQowers^*^  fiireiy  then^ 
no  one  elfe  can  prete^  that  he  is  aba?e 
the  need  of  Pirayer,  and  oiher  a^^s^  of  d^vo^ 
tion.  -  ' 

Again :  ^  It  is  ofcjeftcd  that,  whatever 
•*  ufe  Prayer  may  be  of  for  dircaion  and 
^  affiftance  in  the  paths  of  rntue,  It  furely 
••  can  be  of  none  for  the  obtaining  the  par- 
**  don  of  fin,  and  deliverance  from  thofe 
••  puniflime&ts  which  are  threatened  to^  be 
^  infliflted  on  finners  m  thia  and  an  etertial 
^  world :  for  if  fin  deferves  ptmifhrnenr^ 
"  and  if  punifhment  is  neceflary  to  fi"ightett 
^^  U8  fix)m  cnntwping  init,  bow  can  Prayers 
^  for  forgiveaefs  iecmre  in  from  tho&  fiif^ 
^  foringa  whkh  are  intended  by  our  land 
^^  Creator  &£  our  refcniu|[ti0n  aod  amende 
"  mentf*  To  this  it  may  be  anfwwsed, 
that  a:  fenfe  of  on  feidts^  hombfe  confef^ 
ikm  o£  fchemy  and  earneft  entceating  tbe 
divine  mercy  to  fei^ve  tAfem^  are  very 
proper  means  of  pnnnoting^  a,  penifent  dlC- 
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P9^^n  in  us }  they  naturally  anticipate  the  s  £  r  m. 
accrflity  of  puqilhnjif^nts  deftined  for  ow;  ,  j^ 
reformation,  a8  by  them  we  in  a  gentler 
planner  attain  to  the  end  of  fuch  punifli-* 
ments  without  haviqg  fufferqd  thosa ;  and 
thus  Prsiyera  for  the  pardon  of  fin  m*y  he 
(f  unfpeakabie  i^dvantage^  as  they  contri* 
but^  to  produce  that  tender  of  mind  in  ua 
i/^hlch  leads  to  an  aH^i^tion  in  our  condu£t> 
and  confequently  fecures  ua  from  thoTe 
puniflimentb  which  mull  have  enfued  either 
on  our  pad  tranlgrefiions^  or  on  our  per-- 
fitting  in  the  like  courfe  of  iniquity. 

Before  we  finifli  this  head,  it  may  be 
proper  to  ofaferve,  that  others  argue  against 
praying  for  the  pardon  of  fin  in  anothei: 
manner :  *^  What  occafion  can  there  poffi* 
"  bly  be  (fay  they)  for  praying  to  God  to 
**  forgive  our  fins  ?  oair  fins  are  owing  to 
^  the  invincible  force  of  temptations^  and 
**  fo  are  only  the  unavoidable  frailties  of 
^  our  nature ;  apd  furely  an  inSnitely 
*^  good  God  can  never  call  us  to  a  fevere 
*^  account  fer  them."  As .  this  i$  an  im- 
portant matter^  on  which  our  highell  and 
eternal  iotereft  depends^  it  greatly  concerns 
us  to  l^e  care  that  we  do  not  deceive  our^ 
I  felves : 
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SERM.  felves:  Let  us  attend  to  the  toice  of  revie- 
lation  and  of  reafon^  and  we  Ihall  find  thaf 
they  jointly  proclaim,  with  the  higheft  fo- 
lemnity,  that  fin  (hall  not  pafs  unpunifhed. 
Hearken  to  that  awful  declaration  of  Holy 
Writ,  Gal.  vi.  7.  Be  not  deceived^  God  is 
not  mocked;  for  wbat/oever  a  man  fowetb^ 
thatjball  be  alfo  reap  ;  for  be  that  fowetb 
to  tbefUfb^fhaUof  tbe  JUJb  reap  corruption  i 
hut  be  t bat  fowetb  to  tbe  fpirity  fbaU  of  tbe 
fpirit  reap  lifeeverlqfiing;  that  is,  our 
everlafting  ftate  hereafter  depends  upon  our 
behaviour  here.  As  furely  as  he  who  fows 
wheat  or  barley  in  the  feed-time  £hall  reap 
the  fame,  kind  of  grain  in  the  harveil,  and 
no  other ;  fo  certainly  (hall  thofe  who  live 
a  wicked  life  here  be  miferable  hereafter* 
Is  it  not  amazing  that  mankind  are  not 
ftruck  with  this  tremendous  declaration  f 
The  reafon  of  this  muft  be,  that  they  do 
not  in  earneft  believe  it.  Every  man  be- 
lieves that  if  he  fows  the  feeds  of  thiftles 
and  thorns,  he  cannot  reap  wheat  or  barley; 
but  every  one  does  not  believe  that  if  he 
lives  a  vicious  and  impious  life  here,  he  can- 
not enjoy  happinefs  hereafter.  What  is 
the  reafon  why  we  believe  the  former,  and 
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doubt  of  the  latter,  fmce  they  are  equally  s  E  R  M. 
true  ?  One  reafon  is  plainly  this  ;  that  we       ^   ' 
have  obfcrved  the  courfe  of  nature  in  the 
frequent  returns  of  feed-time  and  harveft, 
and  find,  by  undoubted  experience,  that 
it  is  an  invariable  law  of  the  natural  world, 
that  whatever  kind  of  grain  is  fown,  the 
fame  kind,  and  no  other,  is  reaped  in  the 
harvefL     But  we  have   not  yet  feen  one 
whole  year,   otie   full  period  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  rational  world:  we  have 
only  feen  the  feed-time  of  human  life  j  the 
harveft  is  yet  to  come ;  the  great  year  is 
not  completed,  at  leaft  within  our  view ; 
but  as  foon  as  we  enter  into  the  invifible 
world,  we  fhall  be  convinced  that  it  is  an 
unalterable  law  of  the  moral  as  well  as  of  the 
natural  world,   that  whatever  a  man  fows 
that  he  alfo  reaps  ;  there  we  fhall  fee  what 
dreadful  mifery  fprings  out  of  vice,  and 
what  further  punishments  are  inflifted  on 
It ;  what  Unfpeakable  happinefs  grows  out 
of  virtue,  and  with  what  additional  joy  it 
is  crowned. 

But,  further,  let  us  confider,  that  though 

We  had  not  thofe  folemn   declarations  of 

divine  revelation,  we  fliould  have  juft  rea- 
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S  E  R  M.  fon  to  dread  the  confequences  of  criminal 
^  ^^'  indulgence  both  in  this  and  in  an  after- 
ftate.  For,  when  we  attend  to  the  conduft 
of  Divine  Providence,  we  fee  that  vice  is 
aiStually  punifhed  at  prefent  in  a  certain 
degree,  which  gives  natural  ground  to  fear 
that  it  may  be  punifhed  in  an  higher  de- 
gree hereafter.  The  natural  deformity  of 
vice,  the  pangs  of  reraorfe  which  accom-* 
pany  it,  the  havoc  which  it  makes  of  the 
beauty,  the  order,  and  peace  of  our  minds^ 
the  direful  efFeds  of  it  on  the  bodies,  for- 
tunes, families,  and  characters  of  thofe  who 
indulge  themlelves  in  it  without  control, 
plainly  intimate,  or  rather  loudly  proclaim, 
that  the  Governor  of  the  world  is  engaged 
againft  it,  and  will  not  fuffer  it  to  pafs  un- 
puniflied.  Now  has  the  great  Author  of 
nature  begun  to  chaftife  and  punifh  fin 
here ;  and  what  ground  is  there  then  to 
hope  that  he  will  favour  it  hereafter  ?  What 
Ihadow  of  reafon  is  there  for  flattering  our- 
fclves  that  the  meafures  and  laws  of  divine 
condudi  fhall  be  altered  ?  The  other  world 
is  only  a  fucceeding  period  of  the  fame  go- 
vernment under  the  fame  Governor,  ia 
which  we  have  all  poiEble  reafon  to  be- 
lieve 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ObjeSiions  agatnft  Pray  if  anfwered.  227 

Bcve  that  the  fame  ifundamental  laws  of  re-  s  E  R  M. 
warding  virtue  and  punifhing  vice  Ihall  con-  ^^*  , 
tinue  in  full  force.  It  certainly  then  greatly 
concerns  us,  not  to  cherifh  an  indifference 
and  fearleffnefs  with  regard  to  what  may 
be  hereafter  under  the  righteous  govern-  ' 
meat  of  God.  To  think  or  fpeak  in  a 
flight  and  unconcerned  manner  as  to  what 
may  harp^n  in  any  period  of  the  Divine 
government,  is  unfpeakable  irreverence  and 
manifeft  impiety ;  but  to  live  at  random, 
without  regarding  the  Divine  law,  and  the 
tremendous  fandions  of  it,  is  madnefs  and 
impiety,  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  muft  aftonifh 
and  ftrike  every  thinking  perfdn  with  ter- 
ror. Let  us  beware  then  of  trufting  to 
miftaken  notions  of  the  boundlefs  benig- 
nity and  mercy  of  the  great  Parent  of  all. 
Do  we  allow  that  it  is  confiftent  with  the 
moft  perfed  goodnefs  to  inflid  juft  punifh- 
ments  on  wickednefs  here  (and  allow  it  we 
muft,  for  we  fee  that  in  fad  it  is  done) ; 
by  what  train  of  reafoning,  then,  fhall  wc 
be  able  to  fliow,  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with 
the  £amc  perfed  goodnefs  to  punifh  it  with 
greater  fcverity  hereafter  ? 

CLa  Tiftbly, 
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s  E  R  M.  Fifthly^  It  is  objeded,  "  That  thofe  who 
*^  feem  to  delight  in  Prayer  do  not  appear 
"  to  be  better,  happier,  or  more  fuccefeful, 
"  than  thofe  who  negleft  or  contemn  it. 
Where  do  we  find  God  interpofing  for 
the  profperity  of  the  pious,  or  where  are 
*'  thofe  happy  effedls  of  devotion  we  are 
"  tjiught  to  expeS  ?" — ^In  anfwer  to  this, 
it  may  be  obferve^l,  that;  there  are  different 
forts  of  perfons  who  pray  from  very  dif- 
ferent views  and  intentions ;  forne  pray 
•with  no  other  nor  higher  view. than  that 
they  may  gain  a  charafter  as  religious, 
which  may  be  of  ufe  to  them  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  fome  worldly  defign ;  others  ufe 
Prayer  as  a  kind  of  charm,  to  render  them 
acceptable  to  God,  or  as  an  atonement  and 
compenfation  to  him  for  thofe  lufls  of  their 
hearts  which  they  are  unwilling  to  mortify, 
and  thofe  iniquities  of  their  lives  which 
they  ftill  continue  to  commit.  Now  both 
thefc  forts  of  praying  people  are  to  be 
thrown  out  of  the  queflion  j  and  it  is  to  be 
confined  to  thofe  who  pray  with  fimplicity 
and  fincerity  of  heart,  who  have  no  other 
aim  in  praying  but  that  they  may  become 
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better  men,  that  they  may  know  the  will  s  E  R  M. 
of  God  more  clearly,  and  may  obey  it  with 
more  conftancy  and  alacrity,  and  who  truft 
in  God  that  he  wiU  he  to  them  a  fun  and 
Jhield^  will  give  them  grace  and  glory  ^  and 
with- hold  no  good  thing  from  them^  becaufe 
they  'walk  uprightly. 

If  it  be  alked.  What  the  better  are  fuch 
perfons  for  their  habitual  courfe  of  Prayer 
and  other  ads  of  devotion  ?  The  anfwer  is 
plain,  that  though  they  are  not  perhaps  dif- 
tinguiflied  with  outward  profperity,  yet  they 
are  rewarded  with  inward  enjoyments  of  a 
higher  and  nobler  kind.   What  though  God 
has  not  beftowed  houfes,  lands,  riches,  plea- 
fure5,  honour,  ftrength,  or  beauty,  upon  the 
pious  man ;  thefe  are  only  outward  good 
things,  incapable  of  giving  true  happinefs  tp 
the  pofleflbrs  of  them.     But  if  he  has  given 
him  greater  bleffings,  wifdom,  virtue,  truth, 
integrity,  temperance,  humility,  meeknefs, 
contentment,  and  contempt  of  the  world, 
with  all  that  inward  peace,  joy,  confidence 
in  himfelf,  and  hope  of  immortality,  which 
accompany  them  ;  thefe  are  the  true  riches, 
the  real    treafures    of  the  immortal  foul ; 
thefe  are  fuch  treafures  as  calamity,  danger, 
0^3  death, 
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S  E  R  M.  death,  can  never  rob  it  of.  It  is  true  thcfe 
^l  inward  pleafures,  thefe  icental  pofleffions, 
are  not  difcerned  by  fpedtators ;  but  thofe 
who  feel  and  enjoy  thert,  cannot  doubt  of 
their  fuperior  worth  and  excellence.  As  it 
is  well  known  that  many  of  thofe  who  put 
on  an  air  of  happinefi,  and  whofe  outward 
fplendour  and  flourilhing  circumftanccs 
create  admiration  and  envy  in  ignorant 
beholders,  carry  about  with  them  fecret 
pains  and  inward  ftings,  which  greatly  di-^ 
minifh,  if  not  entirely  deftroy,  their  appa- 
rent happinefs  and  contentment ;  fo  it  is  as 
certain,  that  the  fincere  worfliippers  of  God, 
even  when  in  the  loweft  (late  and  moft 
ftruggling  circumftances,  enjoy  many  (ilent 
pleafures  and  fecret  confolations,  which 
give  them  greater  happinefs  than  worldly 
naen  ever  tafte  amidft  their  greateft  gaiety 
and  abundance.  He  who  is  confcious  that 
he  pofTeflTes,  in  the  main,  that  temper  and 
difpofition  of  mind  which  is  acceptable  to 
God,  and  who  maintains  an  afTur^d  truft 
and  confidence  in  the  mercy  and  goodnefs 
of  his  Creator,  enjoys  an  inward  reft  and 
compofure  of  mind,  which  cannot  be  de- 
fcribed,     It  is  called  in  Holy  Scripture,  tM 
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ptacc  of  God  that  pajjeth  all  underjlanding.    s  e  R  M. 
It  is  an  inward  calmnefs  and  tranquillity,       ^^'   , 
like  to  that  of  the  higheft  heavens.     He 
that  enjoys  it  is  eafy  within  himfelf,  and 
pleafing  to  thofe  around  him.     He  is  free 
jfrom  thofe  inward  difturbances  and  anxie- 
ties which  difquiet  the  fouls  of  other  men. 
His  converfation  is  pleafant,  and  his  tran- 
quillity appears  in  the  cheerful  air  of  his 
countenance^  though  filent;  his    mind   is  , 
open  to  tafte  with  full  relifti  all  thofe  good 
things  which  Providence  has  provided  for 
fweetening  the  journey  of  human  life. 

But  why  do  I  call  this  happy  ftate  of 
mind  tranquillity  only? — it  is  far  beyond 
mere  calmnefs  or  tranquillity. — There  may 
be  a  perfedl  tranquillity  and  calmnefs  in  the 
air,  though  the  day  be  overcaft  with  thick 
mifts  and  clouds.  The  ftate  of  the  piqus 
man's  mind  is  like  a  calm  and  ferene  day, 
enlightened  and  enlivened  with  the  brighteft 
funfhine.  The  truly  devout  man  is  not 
barely  content  with  his  lot,  ading  the  part 
affigned  him,  however  low  it  may  be,  to 
the  beft  of  his  power;  his  foul  rifes  up 
above  contentment,  to  joyful  thankfulnefs 
and  praife.  He  rejoices  in  that  exiftence 
0^4    *  into 
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SERM.  into  which  he  has  lately  entered,  and  in 
}^L^  that  rank  of  creatures  to  which  he  is  ad-* 
vanced.  When  he  confiders  that  he  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  fpedator  pf  the  glorious 
works  of  nature  around  him,  and  that  he  is 
not  only  made  capable  of  contemplating  the 
beauty  and  order,  the  grandeur  and  magni- 
ficence of  them,  but  of  adoring,  praifing, 
refembling,  and  enjoying  the  great  Creator 
and  Suftahier  of  them,  he  is  tranfported  with 
wonder,  gratitude,  and  praife.  If  thefe  are 
my  enjoyments  (fays  he  to  himfelf )  in  this 
firft:  ftage  of  my  exiftence,  when  my  facul- 
ties ^re  only  beginning  to  open  and  unfold 
themfelves,  what  new  fcenes,  what  nobler 
and  more  magnificent  entertainments  may 
I  expert  fhall  be  prefented  tp  my  view^ 
while  my  faculties  are  improving  and  en- 
larging through  millions  of  ages  !  What 
divine,  what  inconceivable  joys,  muft  break 
in  upon  me,  if  I  Ihould  be  admitted  to  fur- 
vey  all  the  bright  and  illuftrious  fcenes  of 
Providence  in  many  other  parts  of  God^s 
great  dominions,  and  through  all  the  fuc- 
ccffive  periods  of  his  righteous  government ! 
But  what  muft  my  ftate  be,  when  I  fliall  fee 
\i\y  Maker  himfelf,  7wt  darkly^  as  through  a 
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glafs^  but  face  to  face ! --Here  language,  SERM. 
imagination  fail  me. — Sure  I  am,  it  muft  be  ,  ^'  , 
fomethingthat  will  be  a  fountain  of  unfpeak- 
able  delight  and  everlaftiag  rapture.  Eye 
batb  not  feeuy  ear  bath  not  heard^  neither 
hath  it  entered  into  tbe  heart  of  man  to  con^ 
ceive^  thofe  great  things  God  bath  laid  up  in 
Jlorefor  them  that  love  him* 

The  Iqft  obje<aion  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is 
this,  "  That  Prayer  can  be  of  no  import- 
"  ance ;  for  fmce  all  things  are  already 
"  fixed  by  an  unalterable  decree  of  God,  all 
**  thofe  whom  he  has  determined  to  be  good 
"  and  happy  {hall  certainly  be  fo  whether 
"  they  pray  or  not/'  In  anfwer  to  this,  let 
it  be  obferved,  that  none  ever  maintained 
that  God  hath  determined  events  to  hap- 
pen without  any  means.  Now  we  have 
fhewn  that  Prayers  are  the  proper  means 
of  obtaining  fpiritual  bleffings.  If,  there- 
for^,  we  defire  the  fpiritual  bleffings  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  our  happinefs,  we  muft 
as  earneftly  incline  to  the  ufe  of  all  the  ne- 
ceflary means  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  re- 
ceiving thefe  bleffings ;  fmce  they  are  not 
ordinarily  appointed,  but  to  fuch  as  are  thus 
properly  prepared  to  receive  and  improve 

them. 
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SER  M.  them.  Does  any  one  ever  pretend  to  rea- 
,  y:  .  fon  thus  :  If  it  be  decreed  that  I  fhall  be 
wife  and  learned,  I  fhall  undoubtedly  be- 
come fo,  though  I  fhould  never  converfe, 
read,  think,  or  exercife  my  underftanding 
in  any  way?  Did  ever  any  one  ferioufly 
expciSt  he  would  arrive  at  knowledge  and 
wifdom  by  the  mere  force  of  an  eternal 
decree,  while  he  reje<3:ed  all  the  means  of 
attaining  it?  Did  ever  the  hufbandman  fit 
down  and  reafon  thus  with  himfelf :  If  it 
be  determined  in  the  eternal  decree  of  God 
that  I  fhall  have  a  plentiful  crop,  I  fhall 
certainly  reap  it  in  the  harveft,  though  I 
neither  manure  nor  fow  my  field  in  the  feed- 
time  ?  Now,  fo  far  as  Prayer  is  the  mean 
of  rendering  us  virtuous  and  happy,  it  is  as 
abfurd  to  expciS:  we  fhall  arrive  at  virtue 
and  happinefs  without  it,  as  it  would  be  for 
the  hufbandman  to  hope  he  fhall  have  his 
ufual  crop,  though  he  beflow  none  of  his 
ufual  labour  and  induftry. 

To  conclude  this  hdad  of  the  difcourfe; 
it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  after  all 
that  mankind  can  do  to  reafon  themfelves 
into  a  perfuafion  of  the  ufeleffnefs  and  ab- 
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iurdity  of  devotion,  there  is  ftill  fomething  s  E  r  M* 
within  them  too  ftrong,  too  mighty,  for  all  ^^l 
their  pretended  demonftrations  to  conquer. 
The  foundation  for  devotion  is  laid  fo  deep 
in  the  human  mind,  that  the  utmoft  art  and 
laboured  endeavours  of  a  whole  life  cannot 
craze  it.  There  arc  certain  circumflances 
and  fituations  of  affairs  in  which  nature 
will  break  forth,  and  fhew  its  force  to  be 
fuperior  to  all  artificial  reafonings;  there 
are,  I  /ay,  fuch  circumflances  in  the  courfe 
of  almoft  every  one's  life,  as  will  oblige  the 
moft  hardened  negle£tcr  or  contemner  of 
Prayer  to  lift  up  his  foul  to  God  with  the 
utmoft  fervour.  There  are  many  fuch  cir- 
cumftances ;  but,  as  it  would  take  up  too 
much  time  to  defcribe  them  all,  we  fhall 
only  mention  a  few  of  them. — When  one 
is  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity  of  dif^ 
trefs,  under  the  preflure  of  fome  great  afflic- 
tion; when  relations,  friends,  phyficians, 
ftand  around,  but  cannot  give  any  relief, 
or  adminifter  any  confolation ;  where  is  the 
inan  to  be  found  whofe  fpcculative  opi- 
nions can  then  maintain  their  power  over 
him,  and  reftrain  him  from  looking  up  unto 
God,  and  imploring  aid  and  relief  from 

him? 
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8  £  R  M.  Wm  ?  In  all  cafes  too  of  fudden  and  ex- 
^^'  treme  danger,  do  not  we  fee  how  naturally 
men  fly  to  God,  and  invoke  him  with  the 
utmoft  fervency  to  help  and  deliver  them  ? 
In  like  manner,  when  the  poor,  the  weak, 
the  friendlefs  man,  is  forely  wronged,  and 
grievoufly  oppreffed  by  the  great  and  power- 
ful ones  of  the  earth,  and  fees  no  poflible 
way  of  redrcfs  from  men,  does  he  not  call 
upon  the  great  Judge  of  all  to  proteQ:  the. 
injured,  and  plead  his  righteous  caufe  ? 
Again,  when  grievous  crimes  are  laid  to  an 
honeft  man's  charge,  of  which  he  is  entirely 
innocent,  efpecially  when  accompanied  with 
fuch  circumftances  of  probability,  as  that 
his  friends,  and  thofe  who  are  inclined  to 
judge  moft  favourably  of  him,  cannot  help 
fufpeding  that  he  is  guilty,  does  he  not 
then  naturally  appeal  to  the  all-feeing  and 
unerring  Judge,  and  entreat  him  to  vindi- 
cate his  innocence,  and  clear  his  good 
name  ?  Thefe  things  are  felt  in  mankind 
by  a  fudden  impulfe  of  nature  without  any 
deliberate  refledlion.  Befide  thefe  inftances, 
we  may  take  no.tice  of  the  two  following : 
Tirji^  When  any  one  is  about  to  leave  the 
world,  and  bid  an  everlafting  farevv^el  to  all 
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the   enjoyments  of  it,  when  all   hope  of  serm. 
reftoration  to  health,  or  even  of  prolonging  * 

life  in  a  lingering  difeafe,  is  taken  away,  is 
there  any  one  who  can  then  abftain  from 
praying  that  the  great  and  good  Beings 
who  brought  him  into  the  world,  and  led 
him  through  all  the  different  ftages  of*  lite, 
may  continue  his  providential  care,  con- 
duct him  fafely  into  the  untried  world  of 
fpirits,  and  be  his  guide  through  all  the 
periods  of  his  exiftence  ?  And,  fecondlyy 
When  any  one  ftands  by  and  fees  the  ex- 
piring agonies  of  his  deareft  friend,  for 
whom  he  felt  the  warmeft  love  and  the 
higheft  efteem,  in  whom  he  repofed  an 
unreferved  confidence;  when  he  fees  that 
all  thofe  talents,  virtues,  and  excellencies, 
which  delighted  his  foul,  are  foon  to  ceafe 
as  to  this  world,  can  he  help  wiihing  and 
praying,  with  the  utmoft  ardour,  that  fuch 
a  foul,  with  all  its  virtues  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  may  furvive  the  diffblutiba  of  his 
mortal  body,  and  that  he  may  enjoy  his 
delightful  fociety  in  another  and  better  fitu- 
ation  of  things,  where  there  fhall  be  no 
danger  of  death  and  feparation  any  more  ? 

But 
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s  E  R  M.  B^t  ^^y  ^^  I  ind^  on  thefe  particulai:' 
^^V  ^  alarming  circumftances  as  the  only  proofa 
that  mankind  are  determined,  by  the  very 
frame  of  their  nature,  to  have  recourfe  to 
Almighty  God  ?  For  as  foon  as  the  facul- 
ties of  the  reafonable  foul  begin  to  open 
and  unfold,  it  appears  to  be  in  a  pofture  (I 
had  almoft  faid,  in  an  a£t)  of  devotion. 
Do  not  v^e  fee  all  mankind  breathing  after 
knowledge  and  happinefs?  Do  not  they  all 
purfue  truth  and  happinefs,  however  far 
miftaken  they  may  be  as  to  the  kind  of  it  ?' 
This  ardent  deQre  in  the  human  foul  is  {o 
natural,  fo  effential  to  it,  that  perhaps  there 
cannot  be  a  jufter  or  better  definition  givea 
of  it,  than  that  it  is  a  rational  being  pant- 
ing for  knowledge  and  happinefs.  It  mud 
be  owned,  that  thefe  breathings  of  the  foul 
(after  truth  and  felicity)  are  not  directed 
immediately  to  God,  nor  explicitly  ex- 
prefled  in  words;  and  yet  as  there  is  no 
notion  or  conclufion  of  reafon  more  natu- 
ral or  obvious  to  the  foul  than  its  depend- 
ence on  God,  and  that  he  is  the  fovereign 
difpenfer  of  its  lot,  the  fource  from  which 
all  its  excellency  or  happinefs  muft  flow, 
6  Prayers 
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Prayers  arc  its  moft  natural  exercife,  and  SERM, 
even  thefe  inftindive  defires  may  juftly  be  ^^' 
called  natural  Prayers.  They  difcover  a 
plain  tendency  of  the  foul  towards  God, 
the  eternal  fountain  of  light  and  happinefs; 
they  are  fure  indications  that  there  is  fome 
idea  of  truth  and  happinefs  infeparable  from 
the  human  mind,  and  that  there  is  a  natu- 
ral inftin(fl  in  it  which  leads  all  men  to  feek 
after  and  purfue  fome  fpecies  or  another  of 
good,  and  even  to  implore  it  from  God. 

From  all  thefe  obfervations  and  reafon- 
ings,  it  is  hoped,  we  may  conclude,  that  the 
negle<9:ing  or  contemning  of  Prayer  muft 
be  owing  to  prejudice^,  cherifhed  and  forti- 
fied with  art  arid  care,  and  not  to  any  dic- 
tate of  rieafon,  or  impartial  inquiry  into  the 
ftate  and  tendency  of  the  feveral  workings 
of  the  human  mind.  But,  after  all  that  can 
be  faid  in  juftification  of  Prayer,  we  muft 
acknowledge,  that  it  is  rather  by  the  pure 
and  refined  feelings  of  a  well-difpofed  heart, 
that  any  one  can  be  brought  to  a  full  con* 
vifkion  of  the  worth  and  importance  of  this 
part  of  religion,  than  by  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, which,  at  beft,  can  only  extort  the 
cold  affent  of  the  underftailding,  or  filence 
its  vain  reafonings* 
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SERMON     V. 

The  Ufefulnefs  and  Advantages  of  Praycn 


Matt.  xxvi.  41, 
Pray^  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation* 

s  E  R  M.  '  I  ^  HE  former  Difcourfes  were  employed 
^\  ^  JL  in  explaining  the  nature  of  Prayer^ 
and  attempting  to  remove  various  preju- 
dices which  have  been  imbibed,  and  objec- 
tions which  have  been  urged,  againft  this 
fundamental  part  of  religion.  Let  me  now 
proceed  to 

The  Third  and  lafl:  general  thing  pro- 
pofed,  namely,  To  point  out  the  advantages 
which  arife  from  the  fincere  and  ftedfaft 
performance  of  this  important  duty.  And 
here, 

.  In  ^tjirjl  place,  when  we  take  the  moft 
general  view  of  Prayer,  we  cannot  help  dit 
cerning  the  ufefulnefs  and  importance  of 

it. 
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it     When  we  confider  that  mankind,  in  serm.;   \ 
their  prefent  ftate,  are  deeply  immerfed  in       ^* 
the  bufinels  or  enjoyments  of  the  world ; 
that  external  obje(3:s  are  perpetually  ftriking 
upon  their  fenfes^  playing  before  their  ima- 
ginations, and  making  impreffions   uj>on        V  i 
their  hearts,  it  evidently  appears  to  be  an         1^ 
unspeakable  advantage  to  them  to   have  ;-* 

regular  and  ftated  feafons  of  recalling  their 
minds  from  the  numberlefs  avocations  of  af*; 
vain  world,  and  fixing  them  upon  God  and 
fpuitual  things.  The  fureft  method  of  , 
counterworking  the  impreffions  made 
the  foul  by  that  crowd  of  worldly  thoughts 
which  pafs  through  it^  is  to  banifh  them 
entirely  for  fome  time,  and  lay  it  open  by 
Prayer  and  contemplation  to  the  impreffions 
of  thofe  heavenly  and  eternal  objeds,  which, 
by  their  greatnefs,  importance,  and  excel- 
lence, will  engage  and  command  attention. 
And,  indeed,  without  proper  feafons  allotted 
to  retirement  and  devotion,  and  frequently 
recurring,  we  are  in  the  greateft  danger 
imaginable  of  being  under  the  full  and  un- 
controlled power  of  thofe  vain  and  perifh- 
ing  pbjeds  which  furround  us  in  the  world, 
and  which  are  perpetually  engaging  the 
-    Vol,  I.  R  attention 
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S  E  R  N4.  attention  of  our  minds,  and  foliciting  the 
^-  love  and  affedion  of  our  hearts.  Our  Sa- 
viour, in  the  words  of  the  text,  takes  no- 
tice of  this  as  one  great  advantage  of  Prayer, 
that  it  is  a  prefervative  againft  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world*  Pray  (fays  he),  that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation. 

Now  Prayer  has  a  natural  tendency,  in  a 
great  variety  of  ways,  to  break  the  force  of 
thofe  temptations  to  which  we  are  necefla- 
rily  expofed  in  life.  It  keeps  alive  in 
our  minds  an  habitual  fenfe  of  out  danger, 
difpofes  us  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  thofe 
things  from  which  our  danger  arifes,  and 
puts  us  in  a  proper  pofture  for  refiftance 
and  defence, — It  turns  away  our  attention 
(as  has  juft  now  been  oWerved)  from  thofe 
objects  which  raife  impure  defires  and 
guilty  paffions  in  our  bofoms. — It  calls  up 
fuch  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  Divine  prefence, 
as  muft  check  the  firft  rifmgs  of  irregular 
inclinations,  and  fill  us  with  dread  and 
ftiame  of  thinking,  faying,  or  doing  any 
thing  unworthy  of  thofe  who  aim  at  the 
approbation  and  favour  of  the  great  Judge 
of  all. — It  pr^fents  the  Divine  perfediions  to 
our  view,  and  infpires  us  with  an  abhor- 
4  rcnce 
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tence  of  every  thing  that  would  render  us  s  E  R  M, 
unlike  to  them.  Whenever  therefore  we  .  ^* 
are  aflaulted  with  a  temptation  to  gratify 
any  impure  and  violent  appetite  or  paffion^ 
let  us  accuftom  ourfelves  tb  ftop  till  w6 
have  lifted  up  our  hearts  to  God  in  fin- 
cere  and  fervent  Prayer,  that  he  may  aflift 
us  in  the  conflid:,  and  give  us  the  vidlory  j 
and  wc  fhall  foon  feel  the  violence  of  the 
temptation  abated,— -that  we  are  enabled  tc^ 
exert  a  hidden  flrength,  and,  for  the  pre- 
fcnt,  to  obtain  an  entire  maftery  over  it. 

Secondly.  As  Prayer  fortifies  us  againft 
temptations  to  fin,  fo  it  inlpires  us  with  the 
love,  and  animates  us  to  the  praftice,  of 
every  virtue.  By  offering  up  our  moft 
eamefl  defires  to  God,  that  he  may  more 
and  more  beautify  our  fouls  with  all  worthy 
and  good  difpofitions,  our  love  to  them  is 
increafed  j  and  we  are  the  more  difpofed 
to  employ  every  proper  mean  of  eftablifh- 
ing  and  fh-engthening  them  in  our  hearts* 
—When  we  pray  that  the  venerable  image 
of  our  Maker  may  be  ftamped  upon  us,  the 
divine  perfedions  are  neceffarily  prefented 
to  our  view  and  contemplation,  our  love 
and  admiration  of  them  is  heightenedi  and 
R  a  wc 
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we  are  fired  with  the  noble  ambition  of 
drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  them  by 
greater  degrees  of  refemblance. — ^When  w^ 
contemplate  the  deformity  and  mifery  of 
vice,  under  the  adual  fenfe  of  the  prefence 
of  God,  and  intreat  him  to  preferve  us  from 
it,  we  cannot  but  look  upon  it  with  the 
higheft  indignation,  and  form  the  moft 
ftedfaft  refolutions  to  abandon  it. — ^When 
we  view  >  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  as  our 
Creator's  glory,  and  lift  up  our  fouls  to 
him  in  ardent  prayers,  to  adorn  us  with  it, 
we  muft  feel  our  hearts  warmed  with  the 
love  of  it,  and  lay  ourfelves  under  the 
ftrongcft  vows  of  adhering  uniformly  and 
invariably  to  it  through,  the  whole  courfe^ 
of  our  lives.  When  we  give  full  vent  ta 
the  ardent  breathings  of  our  fouls  after  the 
love  of  God,  gratitude  to  him,  and  confi- 
dence in  him,  thefe  pious  afFedlions  are  im- 
mediately awakened,  and  ftrengthened  in 
fome  degree  in  our  hearts :  and  when  we 
indulge  ourfelves  in  frequent  and  ardent 
prayers  for  the  profperity  and  welfare  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  this  exercife  of  the 
kind  and  benevolent  alFedions  contributes 
greatly  to  enliven  and  invigorate  them. 

Moreover, 
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Moreover,  thofe  views  in  which  Prayer  s  E  R  M. 
prefents  our  brethren  of  mankind  to  our 
minds,  tend  greatly  to  foften  our  hearts 
and  heighten  our  good-will  and  tendernefs 
for  them ;  when  we  confider  them  as  a 
part  of  the  fame  great  family  of  God  with 
ourfclves,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  nature, 
as  liable  to  all  the  fame  dangers  and  dif«> 
trcfles,  as  groaning  under .  the  fame  dark- 
nefs  of  underftanding,  diforder  of  heart, 
and  violence  of  paffion,  it  will  he  impoffible 
for  U3  not  to  love  and  pity  them  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs,  and  pray  with  the  ut- 
moft  ardour  that  they  may  be  at  laft  eft^ 
blilhed  in  fome  better  and  happier  (late. 

Thirdly.  Prayer  puts  us  into  the  beft 
frame  and  fituation  of  mind  for  receiving 
the  influences  of  heavenly  light  and  grace. 
It  promotes  a  certain  foftnefs  and  tender- 
nefs of  heart,  which  fenders  the  foul  eafily 
fufceptible  of  the  imprefiions  of  fpirittjal  an4 
divine  objeds.  The  fopl,  when  du)y  foft- 
ened  and  humbled  by  Prayer,  feels  and 
fees  in  quite  another  manner  than  when  it 
is  hardened  and  puffed  up  with  pride  an4 
vanity.  A  deep  fenfe  of  our  ignorance 
(lifpofes  us  to  attend  to,  and  follow  ^very 
R  3  ray 
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SERM.  ^^7  of  i^g^^  ^ow  fmall  foever;  whereas 
^*  pride  of  underftanding  fhuts  out  the  light, 
and  turns  away  the  attention  from  it.  We 
ihould  therefore  confider  Prayer,  and  ex-? 
ercife  ourfelves  in  it,  as  the  great  means 
appointed  by  God  for  drawing  down  that 
wifdom  from  above,  which  is  neceflary  to 
guide  us  to  our  higher  country,  and  to 
fettle  us  in  eternal  reft  and  happinefs  in 
our  Father's  houfe.  See,  for  the  proof  of 
fhis,  many  folemn  paflages  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, James,  iv.  ^.  Pfalm  xxv.  9.  Ifa# 
Jxvi.  2. 

Fourthly.  True  devotion  raifes  the  hu- 
man foul  to  an  uncommon  pitch  of  gran- 
fdeur  and  elevation.  The  mind  of  man 
feems  to  adapt  itfelf  to  the  different  nature 
of  the  objeds  with  which  it  is  converfant : 
it  is  contraiJled  and  debafed  by  being  em- 
ployed in  little  and  low  things,  and  it  is 
proportionably  enlarged  and  exalted  by  the 
contemplation  of  thofe  things  which  are 
great  and  fublime.  The  perfections  of  the 
Deity,  his  univerfal  and  eternal  providence, 
the  excellence  of  virtue,  and  of  thofe  ge- 
neral laws  of  God  which  are  the  founda- 
tion and  fupport  of  the  order,  the  beauty, 
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and  happinefs  of  his  whole  rational  king^p  s  E  R  M. 
dom ;  the  dignity  and  immortality  of  the 
human  foul,  whereby  it  is  capable  of  vaft 
and  endlefs  improvements ;  thefe  are  ob- 
jeds  of  fuch  a  ftriking  and  exalted  nature, 
that  they  muft  ennoble  and  enlarge  the 
mind  employed  in  contemplating  them. 
All  worldly  and  tranfitory  things  muft  ap- 
pear unworthy  the  love  and  purfuit  of  that 
foul  which  is  raifed  above  all  created  things, 
and  which  afpires  to,  and  purfues  that  hap- 
pinefe  which  arifcs  from  the  love,  the  re- 
femblance,  and  enjoyment  of  the  great 
Creator  of  all.  There  is  no  greatnefs  of 
mind  equal  to  that  which  fpringa  from  the 
divine  ambition  of  aiming  at  a  refemblance 
of  God,  and  from  the  glorious  hope  of  fee- 
ing him  as  he  is,  in  fome  future  period  of 
exiftencc.  Now  are  we  tbefons  of  God y  but 
ft  doth  not  yet  appear  what  wejhall  be;  but 
we  know  that  when  be  Jball  appear ^  we 
Jbcdl  be  like  bim^  for  we  Jball  fee  bim  as  be 
is.    I  John,  iii.  2. 

Fijibly.  True  devotion  gives  a  wonder- 
ful ftrength  and  firmnefs  to  the  foul  which 
is  under  the  fiill  power  and  influence  of  it, 
Tlut  man  muft  adhere  with  inviolable  con-^ 
R  4  ft^ncy 
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S  E  r\m.  ftancy  to  whatever  is  great  or  good  in  life, 

who  is  animated  with  the  hope  of  the  Di-* 

vine  approbation,  and  who  relies  with  af- 

f  fured   confidence  on  the  friendftiip,  pro^ 

^  tedion,  and  afliftance  of  the  great  Ruler  of 

cr^^ll  thines.  No  difficulties,  no  dangers,  can  ter- 

^^^^hitji  who  has  that  great  Being  on  his  fide, 

thelTele,  the  fovereign  Difpofer  of  all  events* 

No  "^fcmptations  of  pkafure  or  profit  can 

aHur|3hiim  who  trufts  in  an  almighty  Friend 

;.  ^  abl#^d  make  him  happy,  in  ten  thoufand 

meth63ji:  beyond  what  he  can  conceive. 

Every 'Wqrldly  thing  yanifhps  at,  the  pre- 

^^^^^^       ferJ^^c^im,  hefote  whom  the  world  is  as 


;^  than  nothings  and  vanity.  Even 
death  itfelf  is  ftripped  of  all  it&  terrors  to 
the  pious  man,  when  it  is  confidered  only 
as  a  removing  that  veil  of  fleih  which  in- 
terpofes  betwixt  him  and  the  invifible 
world :  nay,  death  itfelf  is  defirable,  as  it 
difclofes  new  fcenes  of  wonder  and  delight, 
and  adpiits  ^he  deyopt  fqul  to  the  more  im- 
mediate prefence  of  its  God,  where  there 
ore  rivers  of  pleafures  for  evermore^ 

Sinpe  then  Prayer  is  a  reafqnable  thing 
in  itfelf,  fince  there  are  fo  many  and  fo 
great  advantage?  arifing  from  the  finq^re 
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and  ftedfaft  pradice  of  it,  it  mud  be  both  S  E  R  M . 
our  duty  and  our  intereft  to 'continue  in-- 
fiant  in  it.  And  that  we  may  be  animated 
with  fervour  and  fmcerity  in  the  exercifc 
of  this  part  of  our  duty,  let  us  frequently 
inculcate  on  ourfelves,  that  we  are  weak^ 
indigent,  and  ignorant  creatures,  and  that 
we  depend  entirely  on  our  Maker  for  all 
wc  poffefe  at  prefent,  or  hope  to*  enjoy 
hereafter.  The  firft  and  moft  obvious  re- 
flexion convinces  us  that  we  are  nothing  k£ 
ourfelves^  but  that  it  is  by  the  power  of 
God  we  have  our  exiftence.  No  man  was 
ever  fo  prcfumptuous  and  abfurd  as  to  ima^- 
gine  or  aifert  that  he  was  author  and  ori-^ 
ginal  to  bimfelf,  and  that  he  felt  a  mighty 
power  by  which  he  brought  himfelf  into 
being,  and  could  continue  himfelf  in  it  as 
long  as  he  pleafed.  Every  one  acknow*- 
ledges  that  he  finds  nothing  in  his  own 
nature  to  warrant  his  fubfiftence  in  this 
world  for  one  moment,  and  far  lefs  to  cn^ 
fure  it  for  ever  in  another. 

Nay,  even  fuppofing  our  exiftence  con- 
tinued to  us  by  that  almighty  Being  who 
gave  it,  we  are  confcious  that  we  cannot 
conduX  ourfelves  furely  to  that  ftate  of 
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perfedion  and  happinefs  which  our  natures 
are  capable  of,  and  for  which  they  were  dc- 
figned.  When  we  have  viewed  ourfelves 
on  all  tides,  we  tind  we  are  in  the  moft 
forlorn  and  helplefs  condition  imaginable 
.without  the  friendihip  of  a  fuperior  and  al- 
mighty Being.  In  order  to  reprefent  our 
deplorable  ftate  without  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  all-fuftaining  and  all-conduding  provi- 
dence of  our  great  Creator,  let  us  fuppo£e 
that,  in  a  morning  when  we  awake,  wc 
fhould  find  ourfelves  failing  along,  with  all 
our  neareft  relations  and  deareil  friends,  in  a 
wide,  unconftant,  and  feemingly  boundlefe 
ocean,  where  we  fee  ftorms  and  tempefts  ga- 
thering around  us,  hovering  over,  and  very 
foon  to  break  upon  us,  being  utterly  inca- 
pable ourfelves  to  fteer  our  veffel  to  any  fafe 
harbour,  and  without  any  hope  of  aififtance 
either  from  men  or  invifible  powers,  fo  that 
we  could  expe<3:  no  relief,  but  muft  be  in 
perpetual  dread  of  being  tofled  up  and 
down  at  the  pleafure  of  winds  and  waves, 
till  we  fhould  be  ilarved  to  death,  or  until 
our  veffel  fplit  upon  fome  unfeen  rock,  and 
we  fhould  fink  to  the  bottom,  would  not 
our  cafe  be  extremely  lamentable  \    Yet  this 
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is  but  a  faint  image  of  our  ftate  here  in  this 
world,  without  an  aflured  truft  in  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  of  an  invifiWe  and  aU 
mighty  Friend,  who  will  lead  us  fafely 
through  this  dangerous  voyage  of  human 
Ufe,  and  land  us  at  laft  on  fome  peace-* 
fill  fhore. 

We  find  ourfelves  placed  here  in  a  vaft, 
and,  to  our  view,  a  boundlefs  world,  and 
in  the  midft  of  an  incomprehenfible  fchemc 
of  things :  we  know  not  whence  we  came, 
cm:  whither  we  are  going :  we  behold  an  eter- 
nity before  us,  but  know  not  what  ftiall  be- 
fall us  while  we  continue  here,  at  our  de- 
parture hence,  or  in  any  period  of  that  end- 
lefs  duration  through  which  we  may  pafs. 
We  fee  other  perfons  around  us,  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
with  ourfelves  ;  they  are  as  ignorant  and  as 
weak  as  we  are,  and  can  give  us  neither 
information  nor  afliftance.  When  we  re- 
fleft  on  what  paffes  within  our  bofoms,  we 
muft  own  that  our  inward  tranquillity  is 
frequently  difturbed  and  interrupted.  Some- 
times, indeed,  pleafmg  defires,  joyful  hopes, 
and  delightful  afFedions,  enliven  and  glad- 
den our  h^rts  j  but^  at  othet  times,  vain 
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dclircs,  alarming  fears,  and  guilty  paffions, 
difquiet  and  torment  them.  It  is  not  ia 
our  power  to  preferve  uniformly  the  gentle 
emotions  and  happy  effects  of  the  former, 
or  to  banifh  entirely  the  unquiet  workings 
and  baneful  influences  of  the  latter.  When 
we  look  back  on  that  part  of  our  life  which 
is  already  paft,  we  cannot  avoid  being  felf- 
condemned  for  many  inllances  of  fin  and 
folly,  which  fometimes  awaken  within;  us 
dire  forebodings  of  a  juft  punifhpient  await- 
ing us  in  fome  future  period  of  our  exift- 
ence ;  and  when  we  look  forward  to  that 
part  of  life  which  lies  before  us,  we  find 
reafon  to  dread  ^  we  Ihall  be  guilty  of  the 
fame  or  the  like  departures  from  the  paths 
of  wifdon^  and  righteoufnels. 

Let  any  one  retire  from^the  noife  and 
hurry  of  the  world,  and  refled:  ferioufly 
with  himfelf  upon  his  prefent  ftate,  as  a 
ftate  of  trial  in  which  there  is  a  certain  path 
marked  out  to  him  by  the  great  Author  of 
his  being;  and  that,  according  as  he  walks 
in  it  or  departs  from  it,  he  fhall  be  happy 
or  miferable  in  this  and  in  another  life ; 
and  after  he  has  imprinted  on  his  mind  a 
juft  and  awful  fenfe  of  this  interefting  a^d 
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important  truth,  that  his  eternal  happinefs   S  £  R  M« 
depends  upon  his  behaviour,  let  him  fur-  y 
ther  confider,  that,  through  the  weakncfii 
of  his  underftanding,  the  ftrength  of  his 
paflions,  the  ficklenefs  of  his  bed  refolu- 
tions,  and  the  numberlefs  temptations   of 
the  world,  he  may  be  led  aftray  from  the 
path  of  life,  and  he  fliall  find  himfelf  ftruck 
with  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  danger,  as  will  force 
him  to  break  out  in  thefe  or  fuch-like  me- 
ditations intermixed  with  prayers — "  O  my 
"  foul !  how  great  is   thy  darknefs,  how 
•*  deep  is  thy  corruption,  how  manifold  are 
"  the  dangers  to  which  thou  art  expofed  in 
**  this  thy  paffage  through  this  world !  thou 
"  knoweft  not  where  thy  true  happinefe 
"  lies ;  thou  art  ignorant  of  the  way  that 
"  leads  unto  it ;  thou  haft  frequently  wan- 
"  dered  in  a  vain  purfuit  of  falfe  appear- 
**  ances  of  it ;  and  thou  art  in  the  greatcft 
"  danger  of  ftill  wandering  farther  from  it. 
"  O  Father  of  lights,  ppen  mine  eyes  to 
"  fee  what  my  true  happinefs  is;  point  out 
^^  the  road  clearly  that  leads  unto  it ;  and 
"  never  fuffer  me  to  depart  from  it.     Send 
^^  forth  thy  light  and  thy  truths  let  them  lead 
**  me  and  bring  me  to  that  new  heaven  and 
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**  new  earth  nvberein  dwelletb  rigbteoufnefs  ^ 
"  guide  me  with  thy  council  while  here^  and 
**  afterward  receive  me  to  glory ^'^ 

Further,  let  the  fame  perfon,  continuing 
his  retirement  and  meditation,  furvey  with 
ferioufnefs  and  attention  the  whole  extent 
of  his  duty  to  God,  to  mankind,  and  to 
himfelf,  and  the  manifold  awful  obligationa 
he  lies  under  to  fulfil  it,  and  he  fhall  fcarce 
be  able  to  contain  himfelf  from  giving  vent 
to  the  lively  workings  of  his  heart  in  thefe 
or  fome  fuch  mournful  acknowledgments 
and  ardent  petitions : 

*•  O  my  God,  how  faitot  and  imperfed 
**  are  my  views  of  thy  infinite  perfe^on 
**  and  glory  !  how  little  do  I  feel  of  that 
•'  adoration  and  praife,  that  love  and  con- 
•*  fidence,  which  are  indilpenfably  due  unto 
•*  thee  !   Though  thou  haft  prcfented  to  my 
view  part  of  the  great  frame  of  nature^ 
which  is  a  ftanding  monument,  a  per- 
petual remembrancer,    of  thy  creating 
power,  thy  marvellous  wifdom,  and  eternal 
"  Godhead  i    though  thou  haft  made  me 
"  capable  of  contemplating  the  wondrous 
^  fabric  of  the  heavens,  whofe  auguft  mag-* 
^  nificence,  immeafurablc  extent,  and  be- 

**  neficial 
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^  neficial  influences  on  thiS/  lower  world,  S  E  R  M, 
**  afibrd  me  at  once  a  lively  reprefentation 
"  and  convincing  evidence  of  thy  infinite 
"  glory,  thy  boundlefs  immenfity,  and  dif- 
"  fufive  tenignity ;  though  thou  haft  placed 
"  me  here  in  an  apartment  of  thy  world, 
"  where  I  fee  thy  inexhauftible  power  and 
**  munificence,  perpetually  employed  in 
"  raifing  up,  fupporting,  and  providing  for 
**  innumerable  families  of  thy  creatures 
"  around  me  ;  though  thou  haft  given  me 
"  an  organized  body,  fearfully  and  won- 
•*  derfuUy  made,  baring  the  ftrongeft  marks 
"  of  Divine  wifdom  and  kind  intention,  in 
"  the  contrivance  of  every  part  and  mem- 
**  ber  of  it ;  though  thou  haft  placed  a  no- 
^^  ble  inhabitant  within,  whofe  faculties  and 
**  difpofitions,  with  a  capacity  of  endlela 
"improvement  in  knowledge  and  virtue, 
"  are  the  fureft  proof  and  trueft  image  here 
"  below  of  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  ^^^'^ 
"  nefs ;  nay,  though  thou  haft  favoured 
"  me  with  a  revelation  of  thy  will,  contain- 
"ing  the  cleareft  and  moft  exprefs  difco- 
"  veries  of  thy  perfedions,  and  of  what 
••  adoration,  praife,  and  confidence,  are  due 
^  to  them  :  yet,  alas !  all  thefe  various  and 
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SERM.  "  ftriking  manifcftations  thou  haft  givea 
"  me  of  thyfelf,  make  but  very  feeble  and 
**  tranfient  impreffions  upon  my  heart. 
*'  How  manifeft  is  the  diforder  of  all  the 
•'  powers  of  my  foul !  The  infignificant 
**  and  tranfitory  pleafures,  riches,  and  ho- 
^  nours  of  this  vain  world,  employ  my  un- 
^  derftanding,  ftrike  upon  my  imagination^ 
**  and  captivate  my  heart ;  while  thy  per- 
**  fedl  excellence,  thy  unbounded  goodneft, 
**  and  eternal  providence,  are  either  en- 
**  tirely  difregarded  by  me,  or  thought 
"  upon  with  a  ftupid  coldnefs  and  indif- 
*'  ference. 

**  O  heavenly  Father,  author  of  every 

good  and  perfed:  gift,  rectify  all  the  dif^ 

orders  of  my  foul !  reftore  all  my  facul- 

*'  ties  to  their  original  and  worthieft  em- 

"  ployment !     May  it  henceforth  be   my 

"  dhief  delight  to  contemplate  thee,  in  all 

**  tKe^difcoveries  thou  haft  made  of  thy- 

"  felf,  in  thy  wondrous  works,  and  in  the 

•*  revelations  of  thy  will !     Give  me  fuch 

clear  and  afieding  views  of  thy  fupreme 

glory  and  excellence,  as  fliall  kindle  that 

**  flame  of  love  to  thee,  in  my  breaft,  which 

(hall  never   be    extinguifhcd,  but  bum 

ftronger 
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**  ftronger  and  ftronger  every  day  !  Pene- 
"  trate  my  heart  with  fuch  a  deep  fenfe  of 
"  all  thy  mercies  to  me,  and  of  thy  con*- 
**  ftant  bounty  to  thy  whole  creation,  as  fhall 
"  ftir  up  all  that  is  within  me  to  blefs  and 
"  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever  !  Efta-- 
"  blifli  my  foul  in  fuch  a  firm  perfuafion 
"  of  the  infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  thy 
•*  univerfal  and  everlafting  providence,  as 
"  fhall  engage  me  to  throw  myfelf,  and  all 
"  my  great  interefls,  upon  it,  with  a  bound- 
"  lefs  confidence !  0  Lord  ofHofts^  blejfed  is 
"  the  man  that  trujletb  in  thee  !  I  Jhall  be 
"  lept  in  perfeS  peace^  when  my  mind  is 
^^fiayed  on  tbee. 

"  I  muft  acknowledge,  before  thee,  the 
**  fearcher  of  hearts,  that  I  difcern  and  feel 
"  other  marks  of  depravity  in  my  nature, 
"  befides  an  habitual  forgetfulnefs  of  thy 
^'  unchangeable  goodnefs,  and  a  flupid  in* 
**  fenfibility  of  thy  inexpreffible  glory  and 
"  greatnefs.  Thou  haft  furrounded  me  here 
**  in  thy  world,  with  my  fellow-creatures, 
"  the  children  of  thy  family,  and  made  me 
"  capable  of  excrcifing  kind  affedlions  to- 
"  wards  them  ;  of  rejoicing  with  them  in 
"  their  profperity  j  of  fympathifing  with 
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"  them  in  their  advcrfity ;  and  of  perform- 
ing kind  offices  to  them  in  every  ftate : 
"  but,  alas !  how  often  have  I  failed  in  this 
**  part  of  my  duty  !   I  am  confcious  to  my- 
*'  felf,  that  my  friendly  affedions,  at  beft, 
**  are  but  too  weak  and  limited ;  frequently 
interrupted,  fometimes  overcome,  by  the 
workings  of  the   felfifh  and    interefled 
paffions.     O  great  Father  of  all,  who  art 
•'  love,  and  dwelleft  in  love,  teach  me  to 
"  imitate  thy  perfect  and  uiiiverfal  good- 
"  nefs !     Enlarge  my  heart  to  embrace  the 
**  whole  human  kind  ?  Make  me  fed  a  per- 
**  petual  flow  of  good-will  to  all  thy  children 
"  around  me !     Check  the    growth,  nay 
"  kill  the  feeds,  of  all  malice,  envy,  and 
"  ill-will  in  my  bofom  !     Raife  me  to  that 
"  happy  ftate  in  which  I  (hall  forget  my- 
"  felf,  and  place  my  chief  delight  in  fpread- 
**  ing  peace,  joy,  and  bappinefs,  all  around 
**  me,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power !     Let 
*^  all  the  tender  and  generous  afiedions  in^ 
**  creafe  in  ftrength,  in  fervour,  and  eixtenty 
"  in  my  foul,  till  I  become  fit  to  be  tranf- 
"  planted  into  that  happy  kingdom,  where 
peace  and  concord,  love  and  friendihip^ 
reign  in  full  perfeflion  for  ever  and  ever. 

"Omy 
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^  Q  my  fbul,  under  how  many  hinder*  s  E  R  M. 
^  ances  of  thy  improvement  and  progrcfs 
"  toward  perfection  doft  thou  labour !    The 
**  appetites  aqd  pafliops  of  thy  mortal  body 
•*  interrupt  the  exercife  of  the  oobler  afFec- 
**  tiona^  weaken  the  fenf$  qf  what  is  hea- 
"  venly  and  divine,  and  ufurp  that  domi* 
**  niou  which  belongs  unto  thee.     Undet 
*'  their  tumultuous  government  thy  under* 
^  ftaodiog  is  darkened^  thy  affeftions  cor* 
^  rupted,  ?nd  thy  inward  tranquillity  al-^ 
"  moft  quite  deftroycd*     O  Gpd,  who  haft 
^  the  hearts  of  all  men  id  thy  hand,  and 
•*  turneft  them  whithcrfoeva  thou  pleafeft, 
^^  eftablifli  them  that  part  of  me  which  is 
"  immortal  and  divine,  in  its  juft  fupre* 
"  fQaey,  fubje<5  all  my  lower  paffions  to  its 
"  a^thcHity^  imd  make  me  to  enjoy  that 
*^  inward  compofure  and  ferenity  which  is 
"  idways  to  be  fQlin4  under  its  gentle  fway  1 
*^  O  thou  righteous  Judge  rf  all  the  earthy 
•^  who  readereft  to  every  one  according  to 
'^  his  works,  when  I  take  a  calm  and  fe« 
•^  nous  review  of  all  the  motions  of  my 
^^  heart  and  a^ons  of  my  life,  I  muft  ac- 
^  ki)owlddge  with  deep  Mgret,  that  I  find 
^  many  tjung^,  which  I  cannot  approve ; 
S  2  "  nay 
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"  nay  many  things  for  which  I  am  felf^ 
*^  condemned,  and  which  I  cannot  recal 
"  to  my  remembrance,  without  feeling  the 
*'  peace  of  my  mind  fenfibly  difturbed,  my 
"  confidence  in  thee  greatly  damped,  and 
'^  the  awful  dread  of  thy  difpleafure  ftrongly 
*'  awakened. 

**  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long- 
**  fufiering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
"  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  for- 
**  giving  iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and  fin ; 
**  forgive  my  innumerable  follies  and  tranf- 
**  greffions ;  deliver  me  from  the  dreadful 
"  confequences  of  them,  and  punifliments 
^'  due  to  them,  in  this  and  an  eternal 
*'  world !  Whatever  moral  imperfedions 
**  are  ftill  remaining  in  me,  diredt  me  to 
"  the  knowledge  of  them,  add  to  the  pro- 
"  per  means  of  removing  them.  Whenever 
*'  I  wander  from  thee,  thou  eternal  foun- 
"  tain  of  light  and  life,  fhew  me  my  error, 
**  though  it  fliould  be  by  fatherly  correc- 
"  tion ;  let  pains  or  forrows  bring  me 
"  home,  but  never  leave  me  to  myfelf  I  di- 
"  re£t  me  to  the  right  improvement  of  all 
**  the  aJfliftances  thou  haft  afforded  m^  for 
•*  purifying  and    perfecting    my  nature ! 

^  Teach 
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"  Teach  me  to  underftand  clearly,  to  be-  s  E  R  M. 
*•  lieve  firmly,  to  value  juftly,  and  comply 
"  fincerely,  with  that  laft  and  brighteft  re- 
"  velation  thou  haft  given  me  by  Jefus 
"  Chrift :  give  me  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  unme- 
"  rited,  unfolicited,  and  wonderful  friend- 
**  fliip  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God ;  who, 
"  though  he  was  rich,  yet,  for  the  fake  of 
"  apoftate  fons  of  men,  became  poor,  and 
^^  was  made  flefh,  and  fuffered,  ^d  died, 
"  that  he  might  enlighten  their  darkened 
"  underftandings,  purify  their  corrupted 
"  hearts,  exalt  their  debafed  natures,  deli- 
"  ver  them  from  the  punilhments  due  unto 
"  their  fms,  fet  open  the  gates  of  immor- 
"  tality  before  them,  and  condud  them  in- 
"  to  the  prefence  of  their  God.  Teach  me 
**  to  hearken  to  his  divine  inftruftions ;  to 
"  copy  after  his  fpotlefs  example ;  to  ap- 
"  proach  to  thee  by  him,  as  my  great  Me- 
"  diator ;  and  to  expedt  the  forgivenefs  of 
•*  my  fins,  on  the  terms  marked  out  in  his 
^  Gofpel !  Let  the  ferious  confideration  of 
"  my  need  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  beget  and 
"  prcferve  in  me  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  my 
"  own  unworthinefs  ;  and  let  the  confider- 
^  ation  of  thy  love  and  mercy  in  appoint- 
S  3  «  ing 
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♦*  ing  him  to  be  the  SavioUr  of  fti6n,  infpire 
^  me  with  the  humble  und  modeft  confi-r 
♦*  dence  of  being  reftored,  by  him,  to  the 
**  enjoyment  of  thy  favour  and  fri^ndfliip* 
**  Carry  me  ftill  forward,  O  heavenly  Fa-? 
**  ther !  by  all  the  methods  of  thy  provi-r 
**  dence  and  grace,  in  the  paths  of  righter 
♦*  oufnefs,  till  I  become  fit  to  be  tranf- 
•*  planted  into  the  higher  world  of  fpirits, 
^'  where?I  Ihall  live  in  everlafting  fecurity 
*'  from  all  dangers  ;  where  I  (hall  no  more 
•^  bewail  the  darknefs  of  my  underftanding 
"  and  the  diforder  of  my  heart ;  but  where 
*'  I  Ihall  fee  thee  my  Maker  unveiled  j 
**  where  I  (hall  love  thee  entirely,  rejoice 
*'  in  thee  triumphantly^  and  celebrate  thy 
♦*  praifes  to  all  eternity !     Amen/* 
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SERMON     VL 

The    Wifdora    of   God    in    the    Gofpel 
Revelation. 


Preached  before  his  Majefty's  High  Commlffioner,  at  the 
opeoiag  of  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scodand  in  May  1758. 


I  Corinth,  i.  21. 


For  after  tbat^  in  the  wifdom  of  God^  the 
world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God^  it  pleafed 
God  by  the  foolifbnefs  of  preaching  tofave 
them  that  believe. 


w 


E  learn  from  this  chapter,  and  fe-  S  E  R  M. 

V  !• 


veral  other  places  of  the  Nfew  Tef- 
tament,  that  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  urged 
different  objedions  againft  Chriftianity, 
ariiing  from  their  refpediive  charadlers  and 
prejudices.  The  learned  among  the  Gen- 
tiles (to  whom  the  Apoftle's  difcourfe  here 
S  4  refers) 
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s  E  R  M.  refers)  entertained  very  lofty  notions  of  tho 
.  ^^'  .  excellency  of  their  philofophy,  and  of  tho 
noble  effe£ls  it  was  capable  of  producing^ 
According  to  their  views,  it  was  the  only 
corrector  of  ignorance  and  vice,  and  the 
only  condudor  to  truth  and  virtue  ;  it  alon? 
formed  great  and  good  men;  it  afforded 
the  only  true  means  of  enlightening  and 
reforming  the  world.  In  their  opinion  it 
was  excellent,  not  only  upon  account  of 
the  matter,  but  alfo  of  the  manner.  They 
admired  the  accuracy  and  ftrength  of  its 
reafonings,  and  the  beauty  and  elegance  of 
the  expreflions.  On  thefe  accounts  they 
beftowed  on  it  the  bonpurable  appellation 
of  Wtfdom^  and  from  the  force  pf  thefe  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  it,  they  accounted  the 
Cofpel  fooliflinefs,  becaufe  unlike  to  it  in 
all  refpeds. 

The  method  which  the  Golpcl  propofed, 
of  inftrudling  and  reforming  the  world  hy 
,  faith ^  and  not  by  philofophical  theories ;  by 
illiterate  fiftiermen,  apd  not  by  learned  phi» 
lofophers ;  was  in  their  view  a  very  fooUfh 
one,  and  which  muft  in  the  event  prov? 
unfuccefsfuU  They  delpifed  too,  the  pl?un 
^jid  artlefs  firaplicity  of  the  ftyle  pf  the 
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Gofpel,  when  compared  with  their  labour-  s  E  R  M. 
ed  compolitions  and  ftudied  eloquence. 
The  Apoftle  afluming  it  as  a  certain  prin- 
ciple. That  the  true  knowledge  of  God  was 
the  beft  foundation  on  which  real  religion 
and  virtue,  and  the  moft  valuable  reforma-* 
tion  and  improvements  among  mankind, 
could  be  built,  replies  to  the  objedions  of 
the  Gentiles  in  the  words  of  the  text. 
For  after  tbat^  in  the  wi/dom  of  God  (i.  e. 
in  the  myfterious  counfels  of  the  Divine 
will),  the  world  by  wifdom  (i.  e.  hj  their 
own  reafon  and  philofophy)  knew  not  God^ 
it  pleafed  God  by  the  foolijbnefs  of  preaching 
tofave  them  that  believe. 

In  which  words  there  are  two  main 
aflertions.  Firji^  That  the  much-admired 
wifdom  of  the  philofophers  failed  in  a  very 
cflential  point,  the  leading  the  world  to  the 
true  knowledge  of  God. 

5^r(?/f^,  That  the  dodrine  of  the  Gofpel, 
which  they  contemned,  is  ordained  in  the 
wifdom  of  God  to  be  the  effeftual  means  of 
enlightening  and  faving  thofe  who  believe  it. 

All  that  is  further  intended  at  prefent  is, 
to  offer  fome  obfervations  for  the  illuftra- 
tioa  or  confirmation  of  the  Apoftle's  two 

aflertions ; 
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SERM.  aflertions  ;  and  then,  if  time  will  allow,  to 
point  out  fome  of  the  practical  inftrudlions 
(fuited  to  the  occafion  of  our  meeting) 
arifing  from  what  may  be  faid. 

I.  The  firft  aflertion  is,  That  the  world 
hy  nvifdom  knew  not  God* 

As  the  Apoftle  was  a  man  of  unquef^ 
tionable  integrity,  and  had  the  beft  oppor- 
tunities of  being  fully  acquainted  with  the 
ftatc  of  the  heathen  world,  his  teftimony,  as 
to  this  charge  of  ignorance  againft  it,  might 
fafcly  be  relied  upon.  But  there  is  no  need 
of  rcfting  th^  evidence  of  it  upon  his  tefti- 
mony, however  venerable  and  worthy  of 
credit  in  all  refpeds.  Every  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  ancient 
world  muft  acknowledge,  that  for  many 
ages  before  Chrift  it  affords  the  moft  incon- 
teftable  proofs  from  fad,  that  the  great 
body  of  mankind  had  not  that  true  know- 
ledge of  God  which  did  or  could  diredJ: 
them  to  purity  either  of  manners  or  of 
worftiip.  It  is  true  that  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  philofophers  acknowledged  one  Supreme 
God  5  but  they  taught,  at  the  fame  time, 
and  with  the  fame  fmcerity,  the  dodkrine  of 
many  fubordinate  deities,  to  whom  worihip 
6  waft 
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was  to  b6  given ;  and,  which  is  dill  worfe,  SERM. 
forae  of  thefe  inferior  gods,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  and  even  of  fome  of  the  phi- 
lofophers  themfelves,  were  of  the  moft 
wicked  and  immoral  charaders  imaginable^ 
Some  of  them  were  lewd  and  intemperate, 
others  were  envious  and  malignant,  or 
fierce  and  cruel ;  real  demons  in  the  worft 
fenfe  of  the  word.  This  diftindion  of 
good  and  evil  deities  was  acknowledged  in 
all  heathen  nations,  and  the  bad  ones  were 
worfhipped,  not  only  with  rites,  but  with 
adions  correfpondent  to  their  charadlers* 
Hence  not  only  prayers  to  kindle  the  fire 
of  impure  love,  but  proftitutions,  were  au- 
thorifed  ads  of  religion  in  honour  of  cer- 
tain deities.  Hence  the  barbarous  combats 
of  gladiators  to  appeafe  the  ghofts  of  the 
deceafed,  and  human  facrifices  to  render  the 
gods  of  cruel  difpofitions  propitious*  Hence 
too  the  prevailing  pradice  of  magical  rites 
and  ceremonies ;  and  fome  of  them  of  the 
moft  horrid  and  fhocking  kind,  by  which 
the  worfhippers  of  the  genii  and  demons 
pretended  to  maintain  communion  with 
them,  and  even  to  have  the  power  of  com- 
pelling them  to  do  whatever  they  defired. 

There 
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SERM.  There  Is  abundant  evidence  from  ancient 
hiftory,  that  not  only  the  vulgar,  but  learn- 
ed philofophers  and  great  emperors,  were 
addided,  almoft  to  madnefs,  to  thefe  abfurd 
or  abominable  magical  charms  and  opera- 
tions. Thus  was  vice  recommended  to  the 
imitation  of  the  worftiippers  by  the  immo- 
ral chara<^ers  qF  the  gods,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  polytheifm  and  idolatry  were  laid 
upon  philofophical  principles. 

The  natural  confequence  of  this  ftate 
of  things  was,  that  a  Supreme  Deity, 
though  acknowledged  in  fpeculation,  would 
not  be  regarded  and  glorified  as  God, 
either  in  common  life,  or  in  the  exer- 
cifes  of  religion.  The  homage  and  de- 
votion due  to  him  were  intercepted  by 
the  perpetual  attention  to  the  furprifing 
variety  of  facrifices  and  other  facred  rites 
appointed  to  be  performed  to  vaft  multi- 
tudes of  falfe  and  imaginary  deities.  And 
in  all  thefe  numberlefs  adbs  of  worfhip  to 
them,  there  was  little  of  any  ultimate  refer- 
ence to  the  Supreme  Deity  enjoined  in  their 
theological  or  philofophical  theories:  and 
in  the  common  pradice  there  was  none  at 
all.    So  that  the  Sovereign  God,  though 
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acknowledged  in  theory,  was  entirely  for-*  S  E  R  M. 
gotten  and  negleded  in  the  forms  of  reli- 
gion. To  which  it  may  be  added,  that 
the  conceptions  the  generality  of  the  hea- 
then world  had  formed  of  the  charafter  and 
moral  government  of  the  Supreme  Deity, 
were  fo  erroneous  or  defeftive,  or  fo  un- 
fettled  and  fluduating,  that  they  could  not 
have  any  fteady  efFe£t  to  promote  virtuous 
practice  in  the  common  train  of  life,  or  to 
adminifter  folid  confolation  in  the  feafons 
of  diibrefs,  or  in  the  hour  of  death. 

In  juftice  to  the  heathen  world,  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  many  of  the  philofophers, 
and  men  of  education,  difcemed  the  immo- 
rality and  abfurdity  of  the  fabulous  ftories 
of  the  poets  concerning  the  gods,  condemn- 
ed the  literal  fenfe  of  them  as  falfe  and 
impious,  and  earneftly  wifhed  that  fome 
reformation  had  been  made  on  the  efta- 
bliflied  religion  as  to  thefe  points.-  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  they  maintained  the  effential 
principles  of  polytheifm,  on  which  the 
whole  fyftem  of  idolatry  and  fuperftition 
was  founded.  A  few  particular  philofo- 
phers, or  perhaps  the  whole  kGt  of  the 

Epicu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VI. 


SERM.  Epicurean?,  threw  oflfintir^Iy  the  commoti 
dodriaes  of  polythdfin,  and  ran  into  the 
contrary  extreme  of  atheifm  and  impbty. 
But  allthofe  philofophers  who  Retained  any 
grave  and  ferious  fenfe  of  thing?,  uniformly 
taught  the  do£trine  of  fubordinate  deituw^ 
aad  of  the  worfhip  due  to  them. 

If  the  time  allotted  for  this  difcoijrfe,  oi' 
the  nature  of  itt  would  permit  ug  to  tak* 
a  furvey  of  the  philofophi^rs  from  their  firft 
appearance  in  Greece,  about  five  hundred 
years  before  our  Saviour,  till  their  reputa^ 
tion  and  influence  intirely  funk,  about  five 
hundred  years  after  him,  it  might  be  fliown^ 
that  during  the  whol^  courfe  of  that  long 
period,  they  were  fo  bx  from  correcting 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  Paganifm,  that  they 
rather  encouraged  and  promoted  it  both  by 
their  principles  and  pradice.  And  parti- 
cularly it  would  ^pear,  that  after  ChrifU* 
4nity  began  vifibly  to  gain  ground  on  thp 
ancient  religion^  the  phllofophers  were  th<^ 
mofl:  zealous  protedors  of  it,  even  to  th« 
degree  of  bigotry  and  violent  periecutioa 
of  ail  who  c^pofed  it  So  that  the  Apofl^'js 
aflfertion.  That  the  world  by  njulfdom  ktwuf 
not  God^  h^^  true,  not  (^y  as  to  d^ 

vulgar,. 
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vulgar,  but  as  to  the  learned  philofopher$  s  E  R  m, 
themfelves.  .   '^^• 

Some  learned  men  hare  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that^  the  unity  of  God  was  taught, 
and  the  errors  of  polytheifm  were  deteQ:ed, 
in  thofe  facred  myfteries  of  the  heathetiSt 
into  which  felefk  perfbns  only  were  initio 
ated.  Though  this  ihould  be  fuppofed  to 
be  true,  it  will  not  invalidate  the  Apo(Ue*s 
ailertion.  That  the  world  by  wifdom  knew 
not  God :  for  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
it  cannot  be  much  to  the  honour  of  the  in- 
ftitutors  or  directors  of  the  myfterious  rites, 
to  fliut  out  the  greateft  part  of  mankind 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  moft  important 
truths,  and  to  cc^nmunicate  it  only  to  a 
few,  under  the  feal  of  the  moft  impene^ 
traUe  fecrecy*  It  certainly  difcovers  a  more 
benevolent,  a  more  difinterefted,  and  noble 
fpirit  in  the  founders  of  the  Jewifh  and 
Chriftian  religion,  to  promulgate  the  tnith 
to  all  mankind.  But  whether  the  unity  of 
Deity  was  taught  in  the  myfteries  at  all, 
or  at  leaft  whether  it  was  taught  in  any 
other  fenie  than  was  generally  done  by  the 
philosophers,  may  be  doubted:  for  it  is 
highly  improbable  that  the  errors  of  poly- 
theifm, 
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SERM.  theifm,  or  at  leaft  all  the  errors  of  poly- 
^\  theifm,  were  detected  in  thefe  facred  rites- 
That  the  initiated  perfevered  in  the  belief  and 
in  the  worfhip  of  a  plurality  of  gods^  feems 
to  be  manifeft  beyond  all  grounds  of  doubt. 
It  is  a  mofl:  undeniable  fad,  that  a  fe<^  of 
philofophers*,  numerous,  powerful,  and  flou- 
rifliing  for  feveral  centuries,  who  were  great 
admirers  of  the  myfteries,  and  very  zeal- 
ous to  be  admitted  into  them^  were  at 
the  fame  time  the  warmeft  fupporters  of 
polytheifm,  and  all  its  attendant  fuperfti- 
tions. 

■  It  is  not  intended,  in- what  has  been  fald, 
to  depreciate  the  whole  ancient  philofophy, 
but  only  to  Ihow ,  that  the  Apoftle's  afler- 
tion  is  confirmed  by  undoubted  izSu^  It 
is  but  juft  to  own,  that  the  writings  of  the 
philofophers  contain  many  excellent  truths, 
fine  fentimcnts,  and  precepts  both  of  the 
moral  and  devout  kind,  which  are  very 
worthy  of  the  ferious  attention  and  perufal 
of  Chriftians.     It  is  matter  of  juft  regret, 

*  Latter  P)atonifts.  Jalian  the  Emperor,  thoagh  ait 
adorer  of  the  myfteries,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  a 
heathen  hi(lorian«  an  admirer  of  his  character,  continued 
to  believe  in  as  many  gods  as  the  poets  had  defcribed. 
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that  there  was  no  proper  method  of  propa-  s  E  R  M. 
gating  thofe  pious  and  moral  inftrudtions  ^J^^^ 
among  the  people  in  heathen  countries, 
and  that,  though  there  had  been,  they 
could  not  have  had  much  influence  upon 
their  minds,  engroflfed,  darkened,  and  cor- 
rupted with  the  loweft  and  moil  abominable 
fuperllitions.  It  may  be  juftly  doubted,  if 
even  the  *  men  of  learning  and  education 
wfcre  able  to  protect  themfelves  from  the 
corrupting  influence  of  the  low  and  im- 
moral charaders  of  the  gods  whom  they 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  worfliip* 

It  may  be  further  confidered  as  a  ftrong 
prefumption  of  the  truth  of  the  Apoftle's 
aflfertion,  that  as  thofe  of  mankind  before 
Chrift  who  were  left  to  their  own  wifdom, 
did  not  attain  to  the  true  knowledge  of 
God ;  in  like  manner,  thofe  who  have  de- 
rived no  light  from  him  fmce  that  time, 

•  It  isobferved  of  the  Emperor  Julian  (commonly  call- 
ed the  Jpoftate),  that  though  he  was  celebrated  for  per- 
fonal  chaftity  and  feverity  of  manners,  yet  he  kept  fwarms 
of  proftitutes  and  debauchees  publicly  about  his  court,  and 
even  near  bis  perfon,  in  the  time  of  public  ceremonies. 
There  hat  been  no  other  account  given  of  this  inconflf- 
teocy,  but  that  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  (how  them 
refped,  and  do  them  honour,  as  perfons  confecrated  to  th« 
goddefs  Venus,  and  other  deities  of  the  like  charafler. 

Vol.  I.  T  have 
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S  e;  R  M.  have  been  and  are  ftill  in  the  fame  ftate  of 
/  ^^'  .  darknefs,  as  to  this  great  foundation  of  all 
religious  knowledge.  Our  bleffed  Saviour 
declared,  Matt,  xi.  27.  That  no  man  know-^ 
etb  the  Father  but  the  Son^  and  be  to  wbom^ 
foever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.  This  may 
be  confidered  as  a  predidion ;  and  in  this 
view  it  has  been  fuflBciently  verified  by  the 
event.  It  cannot  be  (hewn,  that,  during  all 
the  long  period  fince  the  firft  appearance 
of  Chriflianity,  any  one  kingdom,  great 
or  fmall,  any  one  city,  village,  or  commu- 
nity, has  attained  tojuft  notions  of  the  Di- 
vine perfedions,  to  comfortable  views  of 
Divine  providence,  to  purity  of  Worftiip,  to 
a  perfect  fyftem  of  morals,  or  to  fteady 
hopes  of  immortality,  without  the  aid  of 
Gofpel-light.  Surely  the  experience  of 
near  four  thoufand  years  muft  be  admitted 
as  a  fatisfadlory  proof,  if  not  of  the  infuffi- 
ciency,  at  lead  of  the  unfuccefsfulnefs,  of 
human  reafon  in  matters  of  religion. 

As  to  the  abftrad  queftions,  How  far 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind  could  go 
in  finding  out  the  truths  of  religion ;  either^ 
how  far  one  man,  who  exercifcs  his  reafon 
to  the  beft  advantage,  could  go ;  ot  how 
far  the  joint  inquiries  of  a  fociety  of  men 
7  taking 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  the  GoJ^l  Revelation.  275 

taking  tie  advantage  of  the  obfervationvS  SERM. 
and  difcoveries  of  their  predeceflbrs,  could  ,  ^j'  ^ 
cany  their  refearchcs  ?  It  is  very  difficult, 
and  ao  v^ay  material,  to  refolve  them*  The 
only  queftion  of  real  importance,  is  con- 
cerning the  faft;  namely.  Whether,  not  with- 
(landing  the  vaft  powers  of  the  human  mind, 
difcovered  by  great  improvements  made 
in  many  beneficial  branches  of  knowledge, 
fuch  as  geometry,  aftronomy,  legiflation, 
morals,  and  arts,  mankind  did  not  ftill  con- 
tinue in  fuch  a  deplorable  ftate  of  darknefs 
with  regard  to  religious  knowledge,  as  ren- 
dered the  revelation  of  the  Gofpel  abfolutely 
necefliary  to  accomplifli  the  gracious  defigns 
of  Providence,  and  as  affords  the  higheft 
ground  of  thankfulnefs  for  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God  ?  Every  can- 
did perfon  who  is  acquainted  with  the  flate 
of  religion  in  the  heathen  world  even  in 
its  moft  enlightened  times,  will  be  at  no 
lofs  how  to  anfwer  this  queflion. 

It  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  the  exa- 
mination of  the  fpeculative  queftion,  How 
far  the  light  of  nature  can  go  ?  It  may  not 
perhaps  be  improper  to  oflfer  fome  general 
ohfervations  relating  to  it. 

T2  Iq 
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s  E  R  M.  In  the  firft  place,  let  it  be  obferved,  TBat 
^^'  we  cannot  certainly  conclude  from  what 
the  philofophers  have  adlually  taught,  that 
fo  far  the  unaided  light  of  reafon  has  gone; 
becaufe  we  find  fome  of  the  oldeft  and  bcft 
philofophers  acknowledging  that  they  did 
not  inveftigate  fome  of  their  moft  import- 
ant dodrines,  but  received  them  from  an- 
cient traditions.  It  may  further  defervc 
our  attemion,  that  thefe  firft  fages,  who 
were  not  fo  puffed  up  with  conceited  no- 
tions of  the  power  of  their  own  reafon  as 
to  reje£t  all  traditionary  opinions,  fpoke 
frequently  more  juftly  and  more  worthily 
of  Deity  and  Providence,  and  with  lefs  he- 
fitation  of  a  future  ftate,  than  their  fuccef- 
fors,  whofe  pride  of  underftanding  made 
them  depend  folely  on  the  ftrength  of  their 
own  reafoning. 

It  is  ftill  further  obfervable,  that  we  find 
thefe  more  ancient  philofophers  expreffing, 
fometimes  in  very  pathetical  terms,  a  deep 
fenfe  of  the  uncertainty  of  their  own  rea- 
fonings,  and  of  their  need  of  a  better 
guide.  Nay,  fometimes  they  difcover  ardent 
wiihes,  at  leaft,  if  not  fome  faint  expedia- 
tions,  of  a  Divine  Inftru£tor.    Thefe  things 
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are  ftrong  prefumptions  that  fome  of  the   3  e  R  M. 
beft  doctrines  of  ancient  philofophy  were       ^^* 
rather  derived  from  old  traditions,  which 
were  long  held  venerable,  than  found  out 
by  philofophical  difquifitions. 

Again,  let  us  further  confider,  that  it  is 
no  eafy  matter  to  us  who  dwell  in  the 
midft  of  light,  even  to  form  a  conception 
of  the  obfcurity,  confufion,  and  uncertainty, 
which  may  have  perplexed  the  thoughts 
of  the  mod  knowing  men  in  the  ages  of 
darknefs.  When  we  refledi  upon  the  dif- 
advantages  of  their  (ituation,  we  may  fee 
ground  to  conclude,  that  it  required  greater 
efforts  of  reafoning,  than  we  are  apt  upon 
firft  thoughts  to  imagine,  to  afcertain  even 
fome  points  which  are  commonly  looked 
upon  as  very  obvious.  For  inftance,  the 
great  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  Unity  of 
God,  is  commonly  confidered  as  extremely 
plain  and  evident,  even  from  reafbn.  But 
to  judge  with  more  fairnefs  of  the  obviouf- 
nefs  of  the  evidence  for  it,  let  us  candidly 
attend  to  the  ^  arguments  which  the  moft 
approved  modern  reafoncrs  employ  to  efta^^ 
blifli  it.  They  ufe  two  forts  of  arguments; 
namely,  metaphyfical  ones,  and  others  taken 
T  3  from 
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s  6  R  M.  from  the  unity  of  defign  every  where  ap- 
^^-  parent  in  the  conftitution  of  the  univerfe^ 
and  in  the  ftrufture  of  particular  beings* 
The  firft  kind  df  arguments,  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted, are  too  abftraded  and  refined  to 
produce  a  firm  convidlion,  or  Indeed  any 
convidion  at  all,  in  the  minds  of  the  ge- 
nerality of  mankind.  The  fecond  fort  of 
them  could  not  have  any  great  or  general 
cfFe£t  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world,  be- 
fore philofophy  was  cultivated,  and  the 
fyftem  of  the  univerfe  inquired  into.  Evea 
after  philofophy  is  advanced  to  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  perfedion,  few  enter  fo 
deeply  into  philofophical  difcoveries  as  to 
feel  the  whole  force  of  arguments  drawn 
from  them.  Perhaps  one  would  not  err 
much  who  fhould  aflert,  that  the  belief  of 
one  Supreme  Deity,  fo  far  as  it  did  prevail 
in  the  heathen  world,  was  rather  owing  to 
fome  ancient  traditions  on  the  point,  or  to 
a  fuppofed  refemblance  betwixt  human  go- 
vernments and  the  government  of  the  uni- 
verfe, than  to  any  folid  and  convincing  ar- 
guments drawn  from  the  depths  of  philo- 
fophy. It  might  in  like  manner  be  fhewn, 
after  all  that  philofophy  in  its  bigheft  date 
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of  improvement  has  been  able  to  fuggeft  in  s  E  R  M. 
proof  of  other  points  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance, better  and  more  fatisfadory  evi- 
dence, and  more  adapted  to  the  capacity 
and  fituation  of  the  greateft  part  of  man- 
kind, are  ftill  wanting  and  earneftly  wiftied 
for,  by  every  one  who  retains  a  ferious  and 
devout  fenfe  of  his  prefent  ftate  of  dark- 
nefs,  imperfedion,  and  mortality. 

That  we  may  fee  whether  the  Gofpel 
affords  any  grounds  of  fatisfadion  with 
regard  to  points  of  great  importance  to  the 
peace  of  the  human  mind,  or  any  grounds 
more  level  to  every  capacity,  let  us  now 
proceed  to  confider  the  Apoftle's  fecond 
affertion  in  the  text. 

11.  //  pleqfed  God^  the  Apoftle  fays,  by 
the foolijhnefs  of  preachings  tofave  them  that 
believe.  This  affertion  implies  principally 
three  things : 

I.  Firfts  That  the  fcheme  of  falvation 
through  faith  in  the  revelation  of  the  Gof- 
pel, is  a  wife  one. 

II.  Secondly s  That  it  is  an  eJ^eBual  one. 

III.  And,  Thirdly y  That  the  execution  of 
it  is  a  chief  object  of  Divine  Providence. 

T  4  Let 
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SERM.       Let  us  confider  each  of  thefe  in  their 
^\  ,  order. 

As  to  thefrfij  The  Apoftle  indeed,  in 
the  language  of  the  conceited  pretenders  to 
wifdom  in  thofe  days,  calls  it  Joolj/hne/s ; 
yet  at  the  fame  time  he  plainly  intimates, 
that  what  they  called  fooJi/Jjne/s^  was  in  re- 
ality the  moft  perfedl  wifdom ;  and  in  the 
verfes  following  the  text,  he  exprefsly  calls 
it  the  Wifdom  of  God.  It  muft  be  ob- 
vious at  firft  fight,  that  the  exhibition  of 
the  wifdom  of  this  fcheme  in  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  view  of  it,  as  laid  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  and  as  carried  on  in 
a  continued  progrefs  and  an  amazing  va- 
riety of  fteps  from  the  firft  apoftacy  till  the 
reftitution  of  all  things,  is  an  undertaking 
to  which  none  of  the  fons  of  men  are  equal. 
The  full  difplay  of  the  beauty  and  marvel- 
lous wifdom  of  it,  in  its  wonderful  contri* 
vance  and  wonderful  execution,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  its  final  accomplifliment,  muft  be 
referved  for  a  fund  of  everlafting  entertain- 
ment in  the  regions  of  perfect  knowledge. 
It  is  our  duty,  however,  in  our  prefent 
ftate,  to  contemplate  the  obvious  and  ftrik- 
ing  wifdom  of  thofe  great  lines  of  it  which 
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are  clearly  revealed  and  are  cafily  comprc-  SERM. 
hended.  .    VI. 

Every  one  knows  that  wifdom  confifts  in 
chufing  the  moft  proper  means  to  accom- 
plifh  the  beft  ends.  The  great  end  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Gofpel  Revelation,  is  the  de- 
Kverance  of  mankind  from  a  ftate  of  dark- 
nefs,  corruption,  and  guilt,  and  raifmg 
them  to  a  ftate  of  light,  purity,  and  favour 
with  God :  and  whether  we  confider,  Fir/i^ 
The  matter  of  this  revelation  ;  or,  Secondly^ 
The  method  of  communicating  it  and  con- 
firming its  truth,  we  fliall  difcern  all  pof- 
fible  marks  of  the  higheft  wifdom. 

Fir/i^  The  matter  of  this  revelation  may 
be  fummed  up  under  the  two  heads,  of  doc- 
trines and  precepts. 

I.  With  regard  to  the  dodtrines,  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
them  to  inftrudi  us  in  the  knowledge  of 
every  thing  that  may  be  really  ufeful  to  us 
with  refpedl  to  the  interefts  of  this  prefent 
life,  far  lefs  of  every  thing  which,  from  curi- 
ofity,  we  may  have  a  mighty  defire  to  know. 
The  Gofpel  Revelation  confiders  mankind 
in  their  higheft  capacity,  as  the  rational 
and  accountable  fubjeds  of  God,  and  as 
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SERM.  capable  both  of  prefent  and  future  happU 
nefs  or  mifery  according  to  their  behaviour. 
And  it  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  fole,  defign 
of  it,  to  give  us  thofe  views  and  impref^ 
fions  of  our  nature,  of  our  ftate,  of  the 
perfedions,  the  counfels,  the  laws,  ^nd  the 
government  of  God,  which,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Divine  grace,  are  the  immediate 
means  of  the  purity,  of  the  comfort,  and 
of  the  moral  order  and  perfedion  of  our 
fouls.  As  we  are  corrupted  and  difordered, 
our  natures  are  incapable  of  their  true 
happinefs  till  they  are  purified  and  reftored 
to  order.  As  we  are  guilty  and  mortal 
creatures,  we  can  have  no  true  confolation 
without  the  hopes  of  pardon  and  immor- 
tality. It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
chief  ufe  and  excellence  of  the  dodrines 
of  Revelation  muft  lie  in  the  influence  they 
have  upon  the  fandification  and  confola- 
tion of  our  hearts.  And,  indeed,  the 
whole  ftrain  of  the  Scriptures  fhews  us,  that 
thefe  are  the  great  ends  of  all  the  difco- 
veries  of  the  Gofpel.  Our  Saviour  evi- 
dently fuppofes  that  truth  is  of  a  purifying 
nature  when  he  prays,  SanEtify  them  through 
thy  truth :  thy  word  is  truth  *.  The 
•  Joho>xvii.  17. 

Apoftle 
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Apoftle  teaches  the  fame  dodrine  when 
he  afferts,  that  God  bath  from  the  beginning 
cbofen  us  to  falvation^  through  fanSification 
oftbej^irit  and  belief  of  the  truth  *  The 
Apoftle  John,  after  fpeaking  of  the  truths 
of  the  Gofpel,  adds,  TChefe  things  write  wt 
unto  you^  that  your  joy  may  be  full  \. 

It  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  at- 
tends to  the  natural  operations  of  truth 
upon  the  minds  of  men,  that  it  is  not  the 
precepts  of  Chriftianity,  but  the  truths  of 
it,  which  are  the  direft  and  immediate 
means  of  purifying  and  comforting  their 
hearts.  It  is  not,  for  inftance,  the  precept. 
Love  not  the  world;  but  it  is  the  clear  dif- 
cemment  of  the  truth,  that  worldly  things 
are  vain  and  infufficient  for  happinefs, 
which  is  the  efFeftual  mean  of  abating  our 
too  ardent  love  and  purfuit  of  them.  It  is 
not  the  precept.  Humble  yourfelves;  but  it 
is  the  clear  view  and  lively  impreffion  of 
the  truth  of  our  ftate,  as  dependent,  weak, 
indigent,  depraved,  and  guilty  creatures, 
that  produces  an  humble  temper  of  mind. 
It  is  not  the  command  Tc?  love  God  with  all 

f  a  Thcff.  a.  13,  t  »  Jolin,  i.  4. 
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SERM.  ^^^  hearts;  but  it  is  a  full  view  of  the 
^^'  .  truth  of  the  Divine  character  as  excellent 
and  perfedt  in  the  higheft  degree,  vsrhich  is 
the  natural  means  of  kindling  the  facred 
flame  of  love  in  our  breads.  It  is  not  the 
precept,'  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  ye/us ;  but  it 
is  the  belief  of  the  truth,  as  to  his  glorious 
charader  and  undertaking,  and  the  mighty- 
benefits  we  enjoy  and  hope  to  enjoy  by 
him,  which  excites  real  joy  in  our  hearts. 

Here  then  lies  the  excellency  and  wis- 
dom of  the  dodtrines  of  the  Gofpel,  that 
they  tally  exadly  with  the  prefent  ftate  of 
mankind,  and  are  admirably  adapted  (with 
the  concurrence  of  Divine  affiftance,  which 
we  are  encouraged  to  afk)  to  cure  every 
difeafe,  every  diforder  of  the  human  heart ; 
to  beget,  to  cheriih,  and  confirm  every 
pure,  every  virtuous,  every  pious  difpofi- 
tion ;  and  to  eftablifh  our  fouls  in  peacQ 
and  joy.  Every  one  muft  be  fenfible  that 
the  bounds  prefcribed  for  this  Difcourfe 
will  not  permit  me  to  take  all  the  doiSrines 
of  Chriftianity  under  confideration,  and  to 
fhow  that  the  firm  belief  of  each  of  them 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  cleanfe  us  from 
the  fikhinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit,  and  to 
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perfeft   in  us  true  holinefs  and   fpiritual  SERM. 
joy.    We  may  juft  mention  a  few  inftanccs       ^^ 
for  the  illuftration  of  the  point. 

Thus  is  it  a  certain  fad,  that  mankind 
are  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  corruption,  and 
at  the  fame  time  apt  to  be  infenfible  of  the 
mifery  and  danger  of  it  under  the  govern- 
ment of  God  ?  Surely  nothing  can  be  con- 
ceived more  fit  to  awaken  them  to  a  juft 
fenfe  of  their  condition,  than  a  meflenger 
from  heaven  clothed  with  the  authority  of 
God,  fetting  before  them  the  intrinfic  ma- 
lignity and  mifery  of  fin,  and  the  certain, 
the  dreadful,  and  eternal  confequences  of 
continuing  in  the  love  and  pradtice  of  it» 
If  we  could  defcend  to  a  particular  view  of 
the  feveral  diforders  and  corruptions  of  the 
fouls  of  men,  it  were  eafy  to  fhow,  that  the 
firm  belief  of  the  dodrihes  of  the  Gofpel  is 
the  natural  and  the  beft  antidote  or  remedy 
for  each  of  them  :  and  particularly  it  might 
be  fliown,  that  the  clear  and  full  manifefta- 
tion  which  the  Gofpel  has  given  of  the 
chara£ter  of  God,  and  the  laws  of  his  mo- 
ral government,  and  of  the  terms  of  falva- 
tion,  are  admirably  calculated  to  root  out 
the  principles  of  fuperftition,  and  all  falfe 
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S  E  R  M.  notions  deftrudive  of  the  virtue  and  hap- 
^^'  pinefs  of  mankind,  and  to  plant  in  their 
room  thofe  principles  which  have  a  natu- 
ral tendency  to  promote  their  virtue,  their 
perfection,  and  felicity.  But  this  would 
be  a  fubjed  more  proper  for  a  practical 
treatife  than  a  fingle  fermon.  Every  one 
who  has  a  juft  value  for  the  dodrines  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  who  takes  pleafure  in  the 
contemplation  of  Divine  wifdom,  will  trace 
out  with  great  delight  the  natural  opera- 
tions and  efFedls  of  the  truths  of  Revela- 
tion on  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  really  be- 
lieve them. 

Again ;  Are  mankind  in  a  ftate  of  guilt  ? 
Is  there  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  dread  of  the 
Divine  difpleafure  fo  univerfal  among  man- 
kind, in  fome  degree  or  other,  that  it  may 
be  confidered  as  a  charaderiftic  of  the 
fpecies  ?  Are  the  minds  of  all  forts  of  men, 
from  the  moft  learned  philofophers  down 
to  the  greateft  favages,  fubjeft  on  fome 
occafions  and  fome  ferious  moments  to  fuch 
remorfe  as  makes  them  wifh  for  fome  me- 
thod of  expiating  their  offences?  Are 
the  minds  even  of  the  moft  enlightened 
men,  thofe  who  have  the  higheft  ftandard 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  the  Go/pel  Revelation.  487 

of  moral  perfedion  and  the  quickeft  fenfe  s  E  R  M. 
of  duty,  fo  confcious  of  the  guilt  of  fins  of  ^^^^ 
lefler  malignity,  and  of  the  omiflions  of 
what  they  ought  to  have  done,  that  they 
dread,  at  times,  what  the  confequences  may 
be  under  the  government  of  a  God  of  per- 
fect holinefs  ?  Does  not  this  fenfe  of  guilt 
fometimes  rife  to  fuch  a  degree  of  anxiety 
and  diftrefs  as  greatly  to  difturb,  and  fome- 
times even  to  diftraft  the  minds  of  men  ? 
Does  the  force  of  this  natural  fentiment 
appear  not  only  in  individuals,  but  in  the 
focieties  of  mankind  ?  Have  atonements  of 
one  fort  or  another,  for  averting  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Deity,  been  eftablifhed  in  all 
national  religions  in  all  ages  of  the  world  ? 
What  can  be  conceived  more  admirably 
fitted  to  give  relief  and  confolation  to  the 
heart  of  man,  alarmed  with  the  fears  of 
deferved  punifhment,  than  the  do£trines  of 
the  Gofpel,  that  God  is  in  Chrift  reconcile 
ing  the  world  unto  bimfelf^  and  not  imputing 
to  men  their  trefpajfes"^ ;  and  that  Jefus  Chrift, 
by  his  obedience  and  humiliation  to  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs,  has  offered 
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s  E  R  M.  up  an  atonement  *  of  the  higheft  dignity^ 
and  mod  perfe£t  and  extenfive  efficacy,  of 
-which  the  great  God  and  merciful  Go- 
vernor of  the  world  has  given  the  ftrongeft 
teftimony  of  his  acceptance. 

The  time  will  not  allow  me  to  point  out 
in  what  a  variety  of  ways,  and  with  what 
divine  wifdom,  this  dodrine  of  Chriftianity, 
with  the  other  dodrines  of  the  exaltatioa 
of  Jefus  to  be  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  con- 
nedied  with  it,  are  calculated  to  promote 
both  the  purity  and  joy  of  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men.  Let  it  only  be  obferved, 
that  the  peculiar  dodlrines  of  our  peace  and 
acceptance  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift, 

♦  There  is  rcafon  to  Aifped  that  (bmc  are  prejudiced 
againll  the  doflrlne  of  Jefus  ChriUS  being  the  propitiation 
for  the  fins  of  the  world  from  a  wrong  notion  of  it»  as  im- 
plying that  God  was  rendered  merciful  and  placable  b}r  it» 
when  he  was  otherwife  before:  whereas  it  is  the. clear  and 
vadifputed  do£lrine  of  the  Gofpel*  that  God  is  eHentially 
benign  and  merciful ;  and  that  the  propitiation  is  fo  far 
from  being  the  caufe  of  the  Divine  mercy,  that  it  is  the 
effed  of  it :  It  was  the  e/feniial  mercy  of  the  Divine  nature 
which  moved  him  to  appoint  the  atonement,  and  to  accept 
of  it.  The  atonement  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  is  the 
method  chofen  by  infinite  wifdom,  of  extending  his  eflca- 
tial  m^rcy  to  penitents,  in  a  way  perfedtly  confident  with 
the  purity,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  order,  and  dignity  of  his 
moral  government. 
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«nd  that  the  citily  acceptaUe  method  of  ap«  s  e  R  Mi 
proacfaing  to  God  in  riligioue  worfhip  is,  Y^l 
m  the  name  of  Jefus^  to  have'  a  inattve  tow 
dency  to  bear  downithat  vanity,^  pride,  and 
fitf^Gonfidence^  fo  apt  to  arifis  in  (he  heart 
of  rnaJQ^  and  to  beget  and  prefenre  that 
l»tmility  of  mind,  which  is  th^  only  tnio 
foundation  on  which  the  whole  fxiperftruc-* 
tidre  of  the  Tirtues  of  theClhriffiaQ  life  can 
be  raifed.  The  ierious  and  habitual  fenft 
of  thofe  important  thiths  mnft:  carry  along 
with  it  an  humbling  impreffion  of  our  goilc 
and  unworthinef$,  while  at  the  fame  time 
it  iblaces  our  hearty  with  the  exalting  hopet 
of  the  favour  of  God,  and  of  that  eternal 
life  which  is  his  gift  through  Jefiis  Chrift 
pur  Lordf 

We  cannot  conclude  this  head  without 
obferving  the  confpicuous  wifdom  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  one  Mediator  theToleHead, 
die  fole  Law-^ver  and  Judge  of  his  Church* 
It  was  a  very  ancient  predi^ion  concern- 
ing him,  that  to  him  tbi  gathering  of  the 
people  Jhould  be^  Gen.  xlix.  i  o.  There  is  a 
later  one  to  the  farte  purpofe,  John  xi.  52, 
fbat  be  Jhould  gather  together  in  one  the 
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^Jt^ViH,  ebil^B  ^God  that  f&tercfeatici^ediAnad, 
J<!  ,  51ic  wluOe  New  Teftanmot  is  fiiB  of  this 
do^rinf^  tifnt  be  i^  th  bead  in  wlmm  aB 
fitlmfi  dwdU*  He  hhnfelf  foretold^  thai 
v>bm  hijbwld  hi  ^fitd  uj^  bt  %vMld4rM» 
fit  mm  i^hr  him*  Now  it  is  evident  \a 
every  one,  that  the  reducing  of  men  undesr 
one  great  head,  is  the  moft  natural  meanft 
of  uaidng  diem  to  oi^e  another,  and  to  the 
great  God  and  Father  of  zSi^  The  moft 
ordinary  obfccvation  of  the  world  will  con-* 
vipce  iM  what  a  mighty  power  the  attach- 
ment to  one  chief  in  learnings  in  arts,  or  in 
goyei^nmcrit,  always  has  to  bind  men  to- 
gether in  aff$£tion  ^and  iriendly  fbeiety! 
This  is  the  efied  of  it,  when  there  is  no- 
thing but  joint  admiration  without  depend-t 
ence  and  expedations ;  but  the  effea:  is 
mu(?b  ftrpnger  when  there  is  a  dependence 
Upon,  and  hopes  of  niany  great  advantage 
eommon  tp  aU,  from  the  power  and  fa- 
vour of  the  leader,  How!  much  more  then 
rouft  th«  fubjeaing  of  mankind  to  qno 
great  and  glorious  Head,  for  whom  they 
have  the  higheft  veneiratioot''  from  whom 
they  have  received  the  moft  invaluable  be. 
Rf6t5,  and  on  whom  all  their  future  hopes 
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i^peod,  contribute  to  unite  them  in  the 
ftrideft  bonds  of  friendihip*  Here  are 
all  pebble  motives  to  the  moil  hearty  and 
entire  union;  here  are  no  fources  of  divi^ 
fion  and  diflenfioQ  from  competition  of  in^ 
tereft  or  riv^fhip  in  the  favour  of  the 
Prince.  AH  faithful  fubjeds  are  equally  aA 
fured  of  his  £sivour  and  protedidn,  and  of 
being  conduced  forward  to  final  fdvdtf 
and  glory  under  his  divine  adminiftradoiu 
Perhaps  it  will  be  afked^  l^ce  it  is  the 
datural  tendency  of  this  conftitution  topro^ 
duce  union,  why  docs  not  the  effedl  follow ; 
why  do  we  not  fee  a  total  union  amoAg  the 
fubje3s  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  this  w^e  the 
prcJper  place  for  it,  perhaps  it  might  be 
fliewn,  that  it  has  produced  very  real  and 
vifible  effects,  befides  thofe  invifible  ones 
which  it  certainly  does  produce  at  all  times 
on  the  minds  of  all  who  love  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chnft  in  fincerity.  We  have  ground  to 
hope,  that  it  will  ftilt  operate  ia  a  more 
confpicuous  manner  even  in  this  world* 
The  full  and  ptrfcSt  effedis  of  it  are  juftly 
hoped  for  in  fome  future  period,  according 
to  the  all-prevalent  prayer  of  the  glorious 
U  2  Head 
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Head*  himfelf,  That  they  may  be  otie^  even 
as.we  are  ont^  John  xviL  21,  22. 
'  TTic  tendency  of  this  divine  appointment 
of  one  Mediator  the  Head  of  all,  to  unite 
mankind  unto  God,  is  fo  plain  and  ob- 
vious, that  it  is  fcaroely  necoflarjr  toilluli 
trate  it.  It  mufl  be  evident,  !at  firft  fight, 
that  the  iubmiflion  of  mankind  to  this  one 
grait/Head  and  Minifter  of  Providence,  is, 
at  the:  lame  time,  an  adual  fubjedion  to 
the  Father  who  appoiqtcd  Him,  There  is 
an  ioieparable  connexion  betwixt  fubjec-r 
tion  to  the  Son  of  God,  conftituted  by  the 
Father,  Lord  and  Judge  of  all,  and  real 
fubjc^on  to  the  Father  himfelf.  The  laws 
cif  t}^e  Mediator  are  the  laws  of  God;  and 
fhc.  ver^  firft  ^nd  greatefl;  of  thefc  laws  is, 
|o  Ipvethe  one  God  with  all  our  hearts, 
9|^4  j^ith  ^1  our  foujst  Befides,  Jefus  is 
the  image  of  the  invifible  God,  he  that 
hath  kn$wn  him^  inofffj^  the  Father  alfo  *, 
The.lqvp  of  the  p^rf?<3;  Image  coincides 
^ith  the  Ipv-^  of  the  all-perfe<a  OriginaU 
He  tbat^  hatetb  th^  Son^  hafetb  the  Father 
If^f,  That  uniop  withGpd  and  man  muft 

^  ^JiD,  xvr.  7,  f  John,  xv.  2^. 
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ibr  ever  conllicute  the  highefi  perff^totf  SERM«. 
and  ha^pihefs  of  our  rational  and  immoFtal  ^^ 
fiatures^  is  a  truth  fo  plaia  and. evident 
that  it  needs  neither  explication  nor. proofi 
We  (hall  conclude  this  part,  of  the  fub^ 
jefl:  by  obferving^  that  this  circumftance^ 
that  the  great  Mediator  was  once  .viiihle  in 
a  body,  tabernacling  among  tnanVindy  ia 
not  to  be  overlooked  in  an  inquiry  into  the 
wifdom  of  the  Chriftian  fdheme.  For,  by 
dwelling  in  fleflii  he  was  qualified  to  in-t 
ftrudt  us  in  the  will  of  God  in  a  familiar 
manner^  to  fet  us  a  perfed:  example  of  all 
virtue,  in  a  real  human  charafter;'  to  havd 
a  fellow-feeling  of  our  infirmities,  and  td 
fufier  and  die  as  a  propitiatioh  for  out  fins^ 
To  which,  perhaps,  it  may  be  added,  that 
as  the  mind  of  mkn  feems  fomehow  td 
ftand  in  need  of  fomithing  vifible^  on 
which  the  imaglnatloil  can  lay  hold  and  reft 
itfelf }  the  Gofpel  is  wifely  accommodated 
to  this  demand  of  human  nature.  When 
we  meditate  on  our  glorious  Mediator,  who 
is  now  invifible^  under  the  charadiers  of 
our  great  Inftruftcfir,  High-prieft,  and  Law- 
giver, we  can  more'  eafily  ftay  ouf  imagi- 
nations, and  fix  our  thoughts,  by  jTefled- 
U3  ing 
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SB RM.  ^S  ^^^  ^^  ^  once  viiible  in  oiir  nature^ 
v^  _  than  we  could  have  done^  had  he  been  « 
purely  ahgdical  being,  who  had  never  ap^ 
pearedin  a  vifible  form  upon  earth,  oc  coa*- 
▼eried  with  mankind. 

^,  We  now  proceed  to  tiie  other  branch 
whidi  we  mentioned  of  the  matter  of  ChriP 
tiamty;  namely,  ikt  precepts  of  it.  Here 
it  is  not  intended  to  explain  or  illuftratc 
the  purity  and  peifedion  of  the  Chriftian 
precepts,  or  to  compare  them  with  any 
'  other  fyftems  c^  morals,  which  may  have 
been  held  in  efteem  among  mankind,  that 
their  fuperior  excellency  may  thence  ap« 
pear.  Let  it  fuffice  at  prefent  to  obferve, 
that  thoiigh  the  precepts  of  our  holy  rdi-- 
gion  are  not  the  direA  and  immediate 
means  of  our  ian&iiication  and  comfort,  as 
has  been  ihewn  under  the  former  head  ; 
yet.  they  are  real,,  though  more  remote 
means  of  them,  and  as  important  and  eP- 
fential  parts  of  the  Gofpel  as  the  do&rines^ 
themfelve^.  They  are  the  laws  of  Chrif- 
tianity^  which  fet  before  us  that  fiandard  of 
moral  perfedion  which  we  ought  to  have 
always  full  in  our  eye :  They  lay  us  under 
tbe  foleouv  ABd  iudifpti^ble  obligaticm,  to 
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id|>ire  popetually  to  a  neartf  Mnformity  t6 
the  perfbaioiu  and  to  the  ^^nSX  d  God  itl 
all  hoUocfe  of  heart  and  life.  They  crai- 
bund  m,  in  the  ftrongeft  atld  the  moft  fa^ 
end  manner,  to  employ  otir  ttioft  ferioa^ 
attention  Upon  the  trttths  of  hit  relig^,  to 
inculcate  them  upon  ourielYeli  till  fkkcf 
produce  thenr  &11  eBed  on  the  ptoity  and 
com£art  of  Our  foals*  And^  indeed,  with^ 
but  a  hikmble  confcioufile&  that  tre  hate 
tadeaVoured  to  goVetn  onffelves  by  the 
laws  of  Otir  teligibn,  aa  fair  as  hititoan  in«- 
firmity  will  jpermit^  we  cata  have  no  wdl* 
grotmded  hope  of  tlie  favour  of  God,  and 
ti  that  happy  imfMrtaiit^  which  is  l^rov^hi 
h  Rgbtby  tbi  Gojpitl  ^f  Jtfus  Cbrifi. 

Secmdfy.  Having  taken  this  general  viciW 
of  the  Mattel"  of  the  UeVelatioti  of  theG&f^* 
pel,  we  now  go  forward  to  con(ider*whal 
was  prbpc^d  in iht/ecomi place;  the  Man«^ 
her  of  tommxinicating  it^  aiid  of  confirm-a- 
ing  the  truth  of  it* 

The  WiTdom  of  the  Gdpel  is  tio  Ie&  con^ 

fpicbotis  in  the  manner  of  communicating 

its  infttudion  dian  in  the  matter  of  it» 
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SE-RM.  That  £uth  in  the  teftimony.of  a  dtvine 
V  -^ ''  -  teacher^  is  si;  method  of  inftrudioa  more 
fuited  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  maakind,  than 
that  of  laboured  dedudions  of  reafon  and 
phUofophy^  is  evident  on  the  fmalleft  re- 
flediocu  The  bulk  of  nunkind  never  were^ 
nor  arq  ^  prefent^  in  fuch  a  fituation  that 
they  cqtild  r oaibn  out  a  clear  and  full  fyftem 
of  the  truths  df  Religion  for  themfelves^  or 
even  follow  the  trains  of  reafonings  of 
others,  fo  as  to  receive  fatis&dory  convic- 
tion from  them.  But  when  the  dodrines 
of  religion  are  delivered  as  communications 
from  the  Father  of  lights  by  a  perfon  who 
l^is  given  full  evidence  of  his  divine  com- 
miflion,  .there  is  not  only  a  plain  founda- 
tion laid  for  giving  credit  to  his  teftimony, 
but  it  b  accotnpanied  with  an  authority 
which  commands  the  attention  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  impoTes  an  obligation  upon 
it  to  believe  and  obey*  Thoufands,  nay, 
millions  of  mankind,  may  be  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truths  and  duties  of 
natural  religion,  in  this  v^y,  who  could 
never  have  attained  to  it  by- the  difquifi- 
tions  of  philofophy ;  and  as  to  the  peculiar 
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tnitbf  of  dime  revdarion,  there  la  ftO  8ERW- 
odier  way  of  attaining  the  knowledge  of 
tfaesu  — 

The  Gofpel  method  of  inftruaion  is  fiir* 
tfaer  accommodated,  with  the  moft  ihiking 
wifilom,  to  the  circumftances  of  mankind^ 
as  it  not  only  employs  the  plaineft  and  moll; 
fimple  exprelfions  and  fimilitudes,  in  the 
delivery  of  its  dodrines  and  precepts  ;  but 
it  takes  the  afSftance  of  fuch  fa<fh  and  cx^ 
amples  as  the  loweft  underftanding  can  ea- 
fily  comprehend)  and  the  weakeft  memory 
may  eafily  retain*  Does  the  Gofpel  t^adi 
the  rejoicing  dodrine  of  the  rcfurrcftion 
of  the  dead  ?  It  not  only  does  it  by  plain 
aflfertions,  but  examples  of  dead  perfons 
raifed  to  life.  Does  it  teach  that  the  Sa- 
viour has  the  power  of  forgiving  fms  ?  He 
exercifes,  in  the  view  of  all,  that  very  power, 
by  delivering  men  from  thofe  difeafes  which 
are  the  punifhments  of  (in.  Again :  Is  the 
one  eternal  God,  the  Creator  of  all  thinge, 
loo  great,  and  too  glorious  an  object  for 
our  vi^eak  minds  to  behold?  Would  his 
onveiled  glory  jquste  overpower  our  feeble 
natures  ?  The  Gofpel  exhibits  him  to  us 
In  a  mild  and  (haded  glory,  in  the  peribn, 

the 
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nbo  U  the  vifibk  image  of  the  invifiUe  Gb^i 
The  divine  perfedioiis  and  ptovideflce  arci 
ii^refetited  to  us  in  him  in  a  vny  (bited 
to  our  low  eaj)acitics4  When  our  Saviour 
faid^  /  tmlli  be  tbbu  cleans  afld^  Mam^ 
Jlretcb  forth  thy  iJtiitbered  band;  and  th< 
efied  inftahtaneouily  followed^  he  gave  a 
ftriking  ireprefentation  of  that  Almightj 
creative  power  which  brought  this  univerfe 
into  exiftence.  When  he  f^id  to  the  fea^ 
Bi  tbou  calm  I  he  gate  an  image  of  the 
fovereign  dominion  c£  God  over  all  natures 
His  many  unerring  predidions  of  fut;ure 
events  were  a  lively  reprefentation  of  that 
divine  foreknowledge  and  omnifcienc^ 
which  fees  at  one  view  the  whole  feries  of 
events  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
*ime*  It  were  eafy  in  like  manner  to  fhew^ 
that  the  fpotlefs  purity^  the  difinterefted  and 
ever  a<3ive  goodnefsj  the  melting  compal* 
lion,  the  unconquerable  meeknefe,  the  in- 
comparable lenity,  and  forgiving  temperi 
of  the  Son  of  man^  manifefted  in  his  cha* 
rafter  and  condud,  arc  the  jufteft  and  no^ 
bleft  reprefentations  of  the  moral  perfec- 
tions of  Godi 
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Add  to  this,  that  in  the  life  of  Jefus  we 
have  all  the  Chriftiati  virtues  fet  before  12s 
in  their  full  perfedion,  as  patterns  for  our 
imitatioiu  And  this  is  done  in  a  feries  of 
fadB  well  calculated  to  inform  the  judg- 
meat,  to  warm  the  afie£tion$,  and  to  make 
a  lafting  impreffion  upon  the  memory^ 
This  pattern  is  not  only  perfect,  and  fuited 
to  our  condition,  but  is  further  enforced  by 
the  dignity  of  the  perfon,  and  by  the  fweet 
but  powerful  influence  accompanying  the 
idea,  of  the  Friend,  the  BenefaSor  and  Sa- 
viour of  the  world.  Befides,  we  have  in 
Jefus,.  not  only  a  pattern  of  all  virtue,  but 
a  pattern  alfo  of  the  reward  that  fhall  be 
beftowed  upon  it.  As  be  overcame^  and  is 
fet  down  with  bis  Father  on  bis  throne'^;  to 
if  we  overcome  the  temptations  of  the 
world,  he  will  grant  unto  us  to  fit  down, 
with  him  on  his  throne.  Here  is  a  proof^ 
from  fad,  of  a  futiure  reward.  And  furdy 
a  more  elevating  and  triumphant  confider'- 
adon  cannot  enter  into  the  heart  of  man 
than  this,  that  oar  common  nature  is  al« 
ready  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  in 
ihe  pcrfon  of  JeTus  Chrift ;  and  that  if  we 
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SERM.  refemble  him  in  purity  and  goodnefe  hertf^ 
we  fhall  be  made  like  unto  him  in  felicity 
2U^  glory  hereafter. 

Again  :  The  divine  wifdom  of  the  me-» 
thod  in  which  Ghriftianity  is  confirmed^ 
will  appear,  if  we  confider  that  the  proofs 
which  it  oflfcrs  of  its  truth,  are  not  fuch 
Subtile  and  difficult  reafonings  as  may  per- 
plex the  minds  of  mankind ;  but  they  are 
cither  appeals  to  the  natural  fentiments  of 
the  htiman  heart,  or  to  fuch  fafis  and  events 
as  lie  open  to  the  examination  of  perfons 
of  all  capacities*  What  is  commonly  called 
the  internal  evidetice  of  Chriftianity  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  an  appeal  to  the  heart  of  man, 
as  to  the  excellency  of  its  dodrines  and 
precepts,  and  as  to  the  perfed:  purity,  good- 
nefs,  and  integrity,  of  the  charaQer  of  its 
author.  The  external  evidence  from  mira- 
cles and  prophecies  are  every  way  fuited  to 
work  on  the  minds  of  all  mankind. 

Miracles  are  the  ieals  of  heaven,  and 
ftrike  convidion  at  once.  But  befides  their 
being  the  moft  authentic  evidences  of  the 
divine  commiflion  of  him  that  performs? 
them,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  dodbrines 
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which  he  publifhes,  they,  at  the  fame  timei 
are  the  moft  irrefillible  proofs  which  can  be 
g^ven^  that  this  viiible  world  has  a  Superior, 
who  can  alter  and  change.its  order  and  laws 
at  his  pleafure.  Some  of  the  inquiring  and 
philofophical  part  of  mankind  have  in- 
clined to  conchidie,  from  the  regularity  and 
(lability  of  the  order  of  the  material  world^ 
that  it  cannot  be  changed  by  any  power 
whatfoever ;  nay,  that  this  whole  of  thin^ 
is  the  eternal  and  felf-exiftent  Being.  Mi- 
racles are  the  fhorteft  and  moft  unanfwer- 
able  confutation  of  this  impious  and  atheiiti* 
cal  opinion. 

The  other  great  proof  of  Chriftianity 
taken  from  the  accomplifhment  of  prophet 
cies,  is  likewife  accommodated,  with  the 
higheft  wifdom,  to  the  condition  of  man- 
kind. Predidtions  of  whole  ferics  of  events 
the  moft  confpicuous,  the  moft  memorable, 
the  moft  interefting,  of  all  others  in  the 
courfe  of  the  world,  and  quite  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  human  forefight,  when  per- 
ceived to  be  exadly  accomplifhed,  can 
fcarce  fail  to  ftrike  perfons  of  all  conditions 
and  of  all  capacities,  and  produce  a  con- 
vi^on  of  the  moft  fatisfadory  kind,  that 

there 
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S£RM.  there  is  in  h&  a  it^nreme  intelKgence  and 
wifdom  conduditig  all  the.  a&irs  of  the 
worId#  How  much  the  belief  c£  »  Prorri- 
dence  direding  and  goviemiiig  all  thingg^ 
elevates  the  human  mind  and  fills  it  with  a 
pure  and  facred  joy,  the  experience  of  alt 
virtuous  perfons  will  abundantly  teftify. 
And  at  the  ia^me  time,  the  undoubted  ac- 
complifliment  of  thefe  prophecies  gives  the 
fulkft  fatisfadion  that  the  perfon  who  deli-* 
Tered  them  knows  the  counfels  and  will  of 
God  in  other  inftances^  and  may  be  fafely 
relied  on  when  he  fpeaks  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  declares  his  will,  either  concern- 
ing the  rules  of  life,  and  the  terms  upon 
which  finners  may  be  received  into  his  fa- 
vour, or  concerning  the  future  and  eternal 
fiate  of  thofe  who  embrace,  and  of  thofe 
who  rejeft,  the  Gofpel. 

This  argument  from  prophecy  is  pecih^ 
liarly  adapted  to  eilabliih  the  mind  in  the 
fuUcft  perfuafion  of  the  certainty  of  what 
the  Gofpel  reveals  concerning  a  future 
judgment,  the  refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and 
a  happy  immortality  beyond  death  and  the 
grave.  It  miifl  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
accomplifhment  of  numberlefs  former  pre- 
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dUHonsis  the  beft  pledge  and  fccuritythat  $eril 
thofe  which  are  not  yet  accomplUhed  fliall  ^  ^[: 
»lfo  come  to  pais  in  Grod'«  doe  time.  The 
acuteft  philofopbers  readily  admit,  that  the 
do^ne  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  is 
incapable  of  ftri£k  demonftrative  eridence^ 
Tet  without  the  perfuafion  d[  it,  all  other 
dodrines,  even  thofe  of  a  good  God  and 
wife  {MTOvidence,  though  never  fo  fuUy  de* 
mooftrated,  can  impart  but  feeble  and  im-* 
perfe^  confblation  to  the  hearty  of  mortal 
creatuiest  Where  then  (hall  we  go  for  fa« 
tisEsidion  as  to  this  moft  intereiting  of  zil 
queftions  ?  Shall  we  iit  down  at  the  feet 
^  the  philofoph^rs  ?  They  acknowledge 
they  cannot  iatisfy  us«  Shall  we  rely  on 
their  conjedures  and  probable  reafonings  ? 
Or  ihall  we  hearken  to  the  prophetic  fpirit 
which  haa  been  tried  and  found  faithful  in 
all  inftances  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  day  f  Surely  that  Spirit  which 
has  given  the  nioil  convincing  evidencf 
imaginable,  that  it  forefaw  the  whole  train 
of  events  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
this  world,  may  be  relied  upon  as  bed  qua« 
Ufied  to  inform  us  of  what  is  to  follow 
,  1 1  aftw 
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s£  Jt  M.  after  the  diiSblutioa  o£  the  prefent  ftate  dT 
thiog«^       •; 

To  coriddfdte^ :  It  is  a^  ^irthcf  proof  of  th<s 
wifdom  of  prophecy  as  a  principal  evid€nce 
rf  divine  Revelation,  that  •  it  gives  the 
ftrongcftprefumption  of  the  reality  of  mi- 
racks-  For  if  there  are  the  moft  coiivirv- 
cing  proofs  thiit  fome  inen-kave  hedn  en-* 
dowed  with  extraordinaf-y,"  nay  fupierna- 
tural  knowledge  and  fbrefight,  this  render^ 
it  highly  probable  that  the  fame  perfewM,  oi 
ethers  for  the  fame  great  and  good  ends-, 
may  alfo  have  been  endowed  with  miracu- 
lous powers.  And  thus,  we  who  live  in 
the  prefent  age,  and  have  equal,  if  not  in 
fome  refpefts  fuller,  evidence  of  the  fulfif- 
ment  of  prophecies,,  than  thofe  who  lived 
in  former  ones,  may  juftly  confider  tlie  ar- 
gument from  prophecy,  as  a  ftrong  con- 
lirmation  of  all  the  other  evidences  with 
which  the  reality  of  the.Gofpel  miracles  v^ 
aicertained^ 


From  what  has  been  fuggefted  in  thi^ 
difcourfe  it  appears,  that  whether  we  con-» 
fider  the  matter  of  the  Chriftlan  Revelation, 
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or  the  manner  of  communicating  it^  ot  the  S  E  R  M. 
kind  of  evidence  with  which  it  is  fupported^ 
we  fhali  find  that  they  all  concur  to  afcer- 
tain  the  perfe(3:  wifdom  of  its  author.  If 
any  one  pretends  to  call  in  queftion  the 
perfef^  propriety  and  fitnefs  of  the  means 
which  the  Divine  Wifdom  has  chofeii  in  the 
Gofpel  to  enlighten,  to  convert,  and  to  fave 
mankind  ;  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to'de- 
vife  another  fet  of  means  better  calculated 
.  to  accompliih  thefe  great  and  good  ends* 
On  this  poirit  we  may  be  fecure,  and  may 
fafely  challenge  the  utmoft  edforts  of  humafi 
imagination  to  form  any  fcheme,  the  \friC. 
dom  of  which  will  be  able  to  bear  a  com-* 
parifon  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Gofpeh 
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The    former   SubjeQ:    continued* 


I  Corinth,  i.  21. 


Tor  after  tbat^  in  the  wifdom  of  God^  the 
world  by.  wydom  knew  not  God^  it  pleafed 
God  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preaching  tofave 
them  that  believe. 


^  vrr^*  IN  thefe  words  the  Apoftle  aflerts  two 
X   things  : 

Firjl^  That  the  much  admired  wifdom 
of  the  philofophers  failed  in  a  very  effential 
point,  the  leading  the  world  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  God. 

Secondly^  That  the  do^rine  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  which  they  defpifed  as  weak  and  foolifli, 
is  yet  ordained  in  the  wifdom  of  God  to 
be  the  effedual  means  of  enlightening  and 
faving  thofe  who  believe  it.    It  pleafed  God^ 
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^ys  he,  hy  tbefooltjbnep  of  preaching  tofave  s  E  R  M. 
tbtm  that  believe.  ,  ^  '^^^• 

This  laft  aflertioa  implies  three  things : 

\Ji^  That  the  fcheme  of  falvation  through 
the  fsiith  of  Chriftianity  is  a  *wife  one. 

idly^  That  it  is  an  effeSiual  one*     And, 

^dly^  That  the  execution  of  it  is  a  chief 
objeft  of  Divine  Providence. 

The  wifdom  of  the  Gofpel  Revelation  has 
been  iUuftrated  by  fome  obfervationa  on  the 
matter  of  it,  and  alfo  upon  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  communicated,  and  the  truth 
of  it  confirmed  to  the  world. 

I  now  proceed  to  illuftrate 

The  Second  thing  in  the  Apoftle's  afler- 
tion.  That  this  wife  fcheme  of  the  falvation 
of  mankind  by  the  Gofpel  fhall  be  made 
effeQual^  It  has  pleafed  God  adually  to 
lave  by  it  thofe  who  embrace  and  fubmit 
to  it.  The  effeds  of  Chriftianity  are  too 
largo  a  fubjeiS  to  be  treated  here  at  full 
length:  Let  it  fuflGlce  at  prefent  to  make  a 
few  obfervati6ns  ;  fuch  as, 

Firji^  That  many  of  the  moft  real  and 

loipoi^tant  effedls  of  the'^difpenfation  of  the 

X^fpd  are  of  a  filent  and  invifible  nature^ 

^nd  <:4npot  admit  of  fuch  proof  as  is  not 

Xa  liable 
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liable  to  difpute  and  cavil  among  thofc  whd 
love  obfcurity  and  doubtfulnefs.  We  can- 
not draw  afide  the  veil  which  hides  the 
invifible  world,  and  fhow  the  myriads  whc 
through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  already  inhe- 
rit the  promifes,  and  rqoice  in  the  full  and 
uninterrupted  affurancc  of  the  favour  ol 
God.  Neither  can  the  fecret,  yet  powerful 
efKcacy  of  the  dodkrines  of  Chriftianity,  in 
turning  many  millions  in  this  prefent  ftatc 
from  darknefs  to  ligbt^from  the  power  of  Jin 
and  Satan  to  the  fervice  of  the  limbing  God. 
and  in  pouring  the  moft  divine  confola- 
tions  into  their  hearts  under  the  diftreflei 
of  life  and  in  the  hour  of  death,  be  demon* 
firated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  filence  thofe 
who  are  determined  to  gainfay  it. 

Secondly^  It  may  be  obferved,  that  as  th< 
principles  of  Chriftianity  have  an  undoubt- 
ed, natural,  and  invariable  tendency  to  pro- 
duce good  effedis,  and  as  they  have  taken 
hold  of  the  minds  of  innumerable  multi- 
tudes of  mankind  through  a  courfe  oi 
ages,  they  muft  have  produced  thofe  happy 
effects  in  fome  degree.  To  fay  that  no 
good  effedts  have  been  produced  in  any 
degree,  or  in  any  one  inftance,  by  the 
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priociples  of  the  Gofpel,  though  acknow-  s  E  R  M. 
ledged  to  be  believed,  amounts  to  a  denial  ,_^^ 
of  the  tendency,  of  them.  This  is  what 
the  higheft  fcepticifm  will  not  venture  to 
aflert.  But  we  do  not  reft  the  argument 
upon  the  tendency,  but  aflfert,  that  Chrifti- 
anity  has  a<3:ually  produced  good  efieds 
as  confpicuous  and  undeniable,  at  leaft,  as 
were  ever  produced  by  any  other  principles 
whatever ;  and  that  they  were  the  effects 
of  Chriftianity  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe,  and 
cannot  be  afcribed  to  any  other  caufes,  we 
maintain  on  thefe  three  grounds  :  Firfi^  Be^ 
caufe  they  flowed  naturally  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  GciX\K\\xi\X}f  \^Secondly^  Becaufe 
they  were  produced  on  thofe  only  who  be- 
lieved and  profefled  them  ; — ^and.  Thirdly^ 
Becaufe  they  were  not  accidental  and  tran- 
fitory  effe£ts,  but  as  lafting  and  fteady  as 
the  principles  themfelves,  and  accompanied 
them  wherever  they  fpread. 

For  inftance,  the  great  fundamental  doc- 
trine 6i  one  only  God,  the  fole  objed  .  of 
worfliip,  who  is  to  be  worfliipped  through 
one  Mediator,  and  the  principal  part  of 
Tvhofe  worfliip  confifts  in  rational  prayers 
jiod  praifes,  and  imitation  of  his  moral  per^ 
X  3  feftions, 
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feftions,  as  it  has  a  natural  tendency  to  ex** 
tirpate  the  principles  of  E^lytbeifto  and' 
fuperftition,  fo  it  did  in  fa£t  extirpate  them 
in  the  moft  vifible  manner.  The  men  who 
embraced  this  great  eflential  principle,  at 
once  threw  off  that  immenfe  load  of  fuper- 
ftitious  pra(fiices,  to  which  the  dodrine  of 
numberlefs  obje£ls  of  worfhip  had  formerly 
fubjedied  them.  The  civil  and  ecclefiafti-i* 
cal  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity 
affords  the  fulleft  evidence,  that  the  con^ 
verts  to  Chriftianity  would  not  join  in  any 
one  rite  or  ceremony  performed  in  honour 
of  the  heathen  gods.  Such  a  mighty  revo* 
lutioh  did  the  belief  of  one  God  produce 
not  only  in  the  minds,  but  in  the  practice 
of  Chriftians.  The  hiftory  of  the  perfe- 
cutions  under  the  heathen  emperors,  ia 
which  they  fuffered  death  in  the  moft  for- 
midable fhaf)es,  rather  than  offer  incenfe  or 
facrifice  to  a  heathen  god,  is  a  ftanding  de- 
monftration  of  the  undoubted  effefts  which 
their  principles  had  upon  them.  And  it  is 
certain,  that  wherever  Chriftianity  fprcad, 
it  entirely  demolifhed  Polytheifm  and  all 
its  appendages.  So  that  now  for  more  than 
a  thoufand  years,  incenfe  has  not  been 
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deity  through  the  greatefl:  part  at  leaft  of 
the  Roman  empire:  it  is^fo  evident,  that 
thefe  efie^  bear  all  the  three  charaders 
mentioned  above  of  real  and  genuine  ones, 
that  it  need$  not  be  particularly  illuArated* 
And  if  we  candidly  compare  this  change 
which  Chriftianity  has  introduced  v^rith  the 
change  made  by  any  fefl:  of  philofophy,  any 
inititution  of  religion  or  civil  government, 
we  (hall  be  at  no  lofa  to  determine  which  b 
the  greateft* 

Again,  the  efTed  of  the  Chriftian  principles 
in  abolifhing  the  evocation  of  demons,  with 
all  the  train  of  abfurd,  and  fometimes  hor- 
rid pra&ices,  which  accompanied  it,  is  ex- 
tremely remarkable.  The  hiftory  of  the 
heathen  world  allows  us  no  room  to  doubt 
that  not  only  the  vulgar,  but  the  moft 
learned  philofbphers  and  emperors,  were 
addi&ed,  almoft  to  a  degree  of  frenzy,  to 
the  pradice  of  *  theurgic  or  diabolical  rites, 

as 

*  There  were  two  kinds  of  magic  in  the  heath^o  world ; 
the  one  was  called  Tbatrgy,  and  the  other  Sorcery.  The 
firft  was  employed  in  the  worfhip  of  the  good  and  beoefi- 
cent  demons ;  and  however  flrange,  fanatica],  and  abfurd 
it  really  was,  yet  in  the  opinion  of  thoic  who  pra£Ufcd  it, 
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as  certain  means  of  maintaining  commu<« 
nion  with  the  demons9  and  of  obliging 
them  to  comply  with  their  defires.  As  the 
renunciation  of  all  communion  with  demons 
was  the  natural  tendency  of  the  belief  of 
Chriftianity,  fo  we  find  in  fad  that  it 
fometimes  produced  this  tStdi  in  an  im-; 
mediate  and  inftantaneous  manner.  And 
this  was  known  to  all  the  yews  and  Greeks 
alfo  dwelling  at  Epbefus ;  and^  fear  fell  on 
them  ally  and  the  name  of  the  Lordjefus  was 
rnagnifed.  And  many  that  believed  came^ 
and  confeffedy  andjhewed  their  deedf.  Many 
alfo  of  them  which  ufed  curious  arts  brought 
their  books  together ^  and  burned  them  before 

it  was  a  divine  art^  which  had  oo  other  aim  than  to  purify 
and  perfedl  the  fouls  of  men  ;  and  thofe  who  were  fo  happy 
as  to  perform  tl^e  rices  of  it  in  a  right  n^annfr,  enjoyed  in- 
tirnate  communion  with  the  demons,  were  invedcd  with  alt 
their  powers,  and  admitted  to  the  full  vidon  of  their  efTence. 
The  other  kind  ^v/aj.  Sorcery)  was  employed  only  jn>  the 
yorfhip  of  the  wicked  demons; ;  ^he  ceremonies  of  it  were 
horrible  and  ihocking,  and  the  end  propofed  by  it  was  t» 
do  mifchief^  and  to  perpetrate  crimes.  This  diAindtion 
ought  to  be  carried  along  with  us  in  judging  of  many  of 
the  higheft  charaders  in  the  ancient  world.  The  kind  of 
magic  to  which  they  were  devoted>  gives  ground  for  a  con- 
iiderabie  difference  in  the  judgment  we  form  of  them. 
Whether  the  paiTage  in  the  xixth  chapter  of  the  A6ls  refers 
to  the  one  or  other  of  thefe  kinds  of  magic,  pr  to  both^  y(A 
(hall  not  now  inquire* 
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0tt  men :  and  they  counted  the  price  of  theniy  S  E  R  M, 
and foundit fifty  pieces  of filver"^.  Thatthefe  ^}^:  _j 
curious  books  contained  the  rules  to  be  ob^ 
ferved  for  the  acceptable  performance  of 
the  magical  or  theurgic  arts,  is  acknow-r 
ledged  by  all  inquirers  into  antiquity. 

It  deferves  our  particular  attention,  in  an 
enumeration  of  the  good  effeds  of  the  Re-r 
relation  of  the  Gofpel,  that  the  fubjedion 
of  Chriftians  to  one  great  head,  their  fola 
Inflrudlor  and  Lawgiver,  has  produced  fuch 
an  unity  of  faith  as  to  many  effential  ar- 
ticles both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion, 
as  (notwithftanding  differences  of  opi- 
nion in  lefler  rijatters)  was  never  found  in 
the  heathen  world.  It  has  iikewife  pro- 
duced an  uniform  reception  of  a  body  of 
moral  laws,  of  fuch  acknowledged  excel- 
lence, that  nothing  even  in  imagination 
can  be  conceived  more  pure  and  perfeG. 
Thefc  cffeds  of  this  divine  conftitution  of 
one  glorious  head  are  more  important  and 
fignal  than  is  commonly  imagined,  and  muft 
always  prove  a  real  foundation  of  unioa 
^mong  Chriftians. 

f  Afts,  xix.  17,  18,  19. 
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$£RM«  The  dodrine  too  of  the  all-fu£5cient  fa-^ 
^^^'  crifke  of  the  great  High-Prieft  of  our  pro- 
fefiion,  who  by  one  tiering  batb  peffeSed 
for  ever  than  that  arefanRifkd^  has  put  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  animal  lacrifices,  as 
well  as  to  the  mc^-e  horrid  cuftom  of  hu- 
man onesy  both  which  prevailed  in  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ancient  world. 

That  the  genius  of  Cbriilianity  is  kind 
and  benign,  muft  be  admitted  by  every  one 
who  attends  to  it.  According  to  the  Chrif^ 
tian  dodrinc,  God  is  lovCj  and  dwells  in 
hvi;  and  the  great  Mediator  was  animated 
in  the  whole  of  his  undertaking  by  the 
fame  generous  and  divine  principle.  The 
laws  of  Jefus  breathe  nothing  but  love  and 
tendernefs ;  and  his  whole  life  is  one  conti* 
nued  proof  of  the  moft  dilinterefted  and 
unwearied  beneficence.  The  Chriftian  hea- 
ven is  the  land  of  love  and  of  everlafting 
friendfhip.  This  benign  fpirit  of  our  holy 
religion  has  manifefted  itfelf  in  producing 
the  moft  beneficial  effects,  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  wherever  it  has  been  received  and 
underftood.  The  influence  of  it  upon  the 
civil  laws  of  nations,  in  making  them  more 
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gentle  and  merciful  than  they  were  before,  s  E  R  M. 
rauft  be  owned  by  all  who  have  read  hiftory 
with  a  proper  attention. 

The  laws  prohibiting  the  expofition  of 
infants,  and  the  bloody  and  barbarous  en- 
tertainment of  gladiators  * ,  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  foftening  or  abolifhing  llavery^ 
and  thofe  regulating  the  commerce  betwixt 

*  Thofe  who  have  lot  attended  to  hiftory  are  ape  to 
imagine  that  the  exhibition  of  gladiators  was  a  rare  thing, 
and  that  when  it  happened  a  few  pairs  only  were  engaged. 
But  it  was  far  otherwlfe;  nnder  the  RooMin  emperors  thia 
inhoman  entertainment  cod  innumerable  lives.  Csefar^ 
when  edile,  gave  320  gladiators:  Gordian,  in  the  time  of 
bis  edileihip,  exhibited  twelve  entertainments,  that  is  oq« 
for  each  month ;  in  fome  of  thefe  there  were  500  cham^ 
pionsy  and  in  none  of  them  lefs  than  1 50.  Taking  it  at  a 
medium,  he  muft  have  exhibited  at  the  ^try  leaft  3000* 
Titus  exhibited  iheie  cruel  ihows  for  too  days  together. 
The  good  and  moderate  Trajan  continued  the/e  fpedadei 
for  123  days,  and  in  that  time  gave  10,000.  When  we 
conBder  how  many  different  ranks  of  people  gave  thefe  ea<^ 
tertainments,  ediles, .  pretors,  queftors»  confuls,  emperors, 
and  priefts,  besides  private  perfons  at  funerals  (which  be- 
came fo  common  a  prafliee,  that  it  was  an  article  in  a  laft 
will),  we  muft  be  convinced  that  the  numbert  were  incre- 
dible. What  adds  to  the  inhumanity  of  this  cuftom  is,  that 
it  was  defigned  for  a  gay  entertainment,  and  attended  aa 
fuch.  This  horrible  cuftom  grew  to  fuch  an  extravagance, 
that  it  was  found  necefl*ary  to  moderate  it  by  law,  in  the 
time  of  the  heathen  emperors.  Conftantine  iirft  prohibited 
it  altogether ;  but  (o  violent  was  the  tafte  for  it,  that  it 
crept  in  again.  The  Emperor  Honor! us  entirely  fuppreiH- 
cd  it. 
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the  fexes,  by  forbiddiqg  polygamy,  and  rc- 
ftraining  the  licentioufnefs  of  divorcing, 
have  all  flowed  from  the  fpirit  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  have  prevented  much  mifery,  have 
been  the  fources  of  a  great  improvement  in 
the  manners  of  men  during  thefe  laft  ages, 
^nd  have  much  increafed  the  happinefs  of 
the  world  *, 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  infift  at  full  length  on 
the  vifible  good  effeds  of  Chriftianity  on  the 
tempers  and  manners  of  the  firft  Chriftians. 
If  we  were  to  produce  here  the  whole  evi- 
dence we  have  for  the  diftinguifbed  purity 
and  goodnefs  of  the  lives  of  the  firft  Chrif-^ 
tians,  when  compared  with  their  heathen 
neighbours,  we  might  infift  on  the  follow- 
ing topics  :  the  authority  of  the  Apoftles  \x\ 
their  epiftles  ;  the  teftimony  of  the  ancient 
Chriftian  writers,  their  folemn  appeals  ta 
acknowledged  fa^s  in  the  apologies  for 
Chriftianity  prefented  to  heathen  emperors  ; 
and  the  encomiums  f  made  upon  them  by 

the 

♦  It  would  be  a  work  for  ^  trcatifc,  and  perhaps  a  ^try 
ufcful  one,  to  trace  out  the  civil  laws  which  took  their  rife 
from  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  and  to  delineate  their  happjt 
effe^s  on  fodety,  through  a  courfe  of  ages. 

t  Such  at  the  emperor  Julian's  rpconiioendation  to  ono 
pf  his  high  pricfts,  to  imitate  ^he  manners  of  the  Chrif, 
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the  heathens  themfelvcs,  and  fome  of  them  S  E  R  M, 
their  moft  inveterate  enemies.     All  thefe 
circumftances  united  form  a  proof  as  ftrong 
and  convincing  as  can  well  be  given  for 
any  fad  of  fo  ancient  a  date. 

Thirdly^  The  aflertion  of  the  Apoftle  in 
the  text  further  implies,  that  the  fcheme  of 
the  falvation  of  mankind,  through  faith  in 
the  Revelation  of  the  Gofpel,  is  a  chief  ob- 
je<a  of  Divine  Providence.  It  pleafed  God^ 
by  the  fooiyhnefs  of  preachings  to  fave  them 
that  believe.  The  word  in  the  original  is 
very  fignificant,  but  our  tranflation  does 
not  reach  the  full  import  of  it.  It  denotes 
a  high  degree  of  delight  and  complacency 
in  a  perfon  or  thing.  It  is  the  word  ufed 
by  the  miraculous  voice  at  our  Saviour's 
baptifm  and  transfiguration,  T^bis  is  my  be-^ 
loved  Son s  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  It 
might  eafily  be  fhown,  that  the  fame 
grounds  of  complacency  are  referred  to  in 
thefe  paffages,  and  in  the  text.  An  expref- 
fion  of  fuch  energy  (it  pleafed  God  highly)^ 
when  applied  to  the  Golpel  method  of  fal- 
vation, feems  to  denote,  that  it  is  the  chief 

tttns.    This  faA  we  are  aflured  of  by  the  emperor's  own 
letter,  which  is  ftill  remaining. 
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s  E  R  M.  fcheme  of  Providence  with  refped  to  mati« 
kind,  to  which  all  others  are  fubfervienL 
And  indeed  the  general  ftrain  of  the  Scrip-^ 
tures  lead  us  to  conceive  of  it  in  this  ele- 
vated view.  We  are  every  where  taught 
in  the  New  Teftament,  that  the  appearance 
of  the  Saviour  among  mankind  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  original  plan  of  Providence 
laid  before  the  world  began.  God^  who  both 
faved  us  according  to  bis  own  purpofe  and 
grace  ^  wbicb  was  given  us  in  Cbriji  yejus 
before  tbe  world  began ^  but  is  now  made  ma'^ 
nifejl  by  tbe  appearing  of  our  Lord  and  Sa-- 
viour.  2  Tim.  i.  9,  10.  Blejfed  be  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji^  who  hatb 
blejfed  us  nvitb  all  fpiritual  blejftngs  in  bea^ 
venly  places  in  Chrtji^  according  as  he  bath 
I'hofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundations  of 
the  world.  Eph.  i.  3,4*.  Befides,  accord- 
ing to  the  beft  notions  we  can  form  of  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefe  of  God,  either  from 
reafon  or  revelation,  the  deliverance  of 
mankind  from  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  corrup- 
tion, and  guilt,  and  the  reftoration  of  them 
to  a  ftate  of  light,  purity,  and  fnendfhip 
with  God,  muft  be  the  ultimate  defign  of 

*  Eph.  i.  10.  I  Pet.  i.  20,   John,  xvii.S4.  Re?,  xiii.  8. 
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ail  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  towards  s  E  R  M. 
them.  This  view  of  things  is  further  con-  ^^^ 
firm<^  from  the  hiftory  of  Providence,  as 
preferved  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  There 
we  have  a  feries  of  difpenfations  narrated^ 
which  gradually  unfold  the  defigns  of  Hea- 
ven, and  lead  forward  towards  the  manifeft- 
ation  of  the  Mefliah,  as  a  grand  period. 

The  moft  remarkable  revelations  of  the 
will  of  God  made  to  Abraham  and  the  pa- 
triarchs who  facceeded  him,  till  Mofes,  and 
the  whole  fucceffion  of  prophets  from  him, 
down  to  Malachy,  point  towards  this  great 
event.  It  was  the  ultimate  defign  of  the 
reparation  of  the  defcendants  of  Jacob  froqi' 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  of  the  whole 
Mofaic  difpenfation,  to  prepare  the  world 
for  the  coming  of  the  Mefliah,  and  to  ad- 
minifter  full  evidence  of  him  when  he 
fhould  appear.  If  the  pofterity  of  Jacob 
had  been  permitted  to  intermingle  with  the 
other  families  of  mankind,  the  ancient  pro- 
mifes  made  to  the  Fathers  muft  have  been 
difiipated  and  loft,  and  no  proof,  two  thou- 
land  years  afterwards,  could  have  been  pro- 
duced that  Jefus  was  of  the  feed  of  Abra- 
ham.    But  by  the  diftinft  acQOunt  of  the 
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SERM.  family  of  Abraham,  till  the  promulgatibft 
of  the  law;  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
Jewilh  republic,  in  which  care  was  taken 
that  not  only  the  Jewifh  nation  fhould  be 
kept  diftindl  from. all  others,  but  the  genea- 
logical regifters  of  the  particular  families 
fhould  be  preferved,  it  was  eafy  to  trace  up 
the  pedigree  of  the  Mefliah  to  its  fource  at 
the  greateft  diftance  of  time,  and  fhew  that 
he  was  defcended  not  only  of  Abraham,  but 
from  what  particular  family  of  his  nume- 
rous pofterity,  through  the  whole  feries  of 
generations.  Add  to  this,  that  the  civil 
conftitution  of  the  Jews,  under  whofe  au- 
thority the  facred  books  were  kept,  was  a 
noble  guard  and  fecurity  for  the  preferva- . 
tion  and  authenticity  of  the  promifes,  and 
that  the  whole  plan  of  ceremonial  worfhip 
was  fo  contrived,  as  to  preferve  the  know- 
ledge of  the  one  true  God,  and  to  prefigure 
the  perfon,  the  ofiices,  and  the  blefiings  of 
the  reign  of  the  Mefliah* 

Befides,  the  revolutions  which  that  fmgu^ 
lar  people  underwent,  though  we  cannot 
explain  the  particular  manner,  were  fome-* 
how  connedled  with,  and  cgnducive-to  the 
completion  of  the  grand  fcheme  for  which 

they 
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they  were  at  firft  feparated  from  the  reft  of  s  E  R  M. 
the  nations  of  the  world.  Nay,  the  revolu-  ^^^' 
tions  of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth,  the 
rife,  the  progrefs,  the  downfall,  and  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  empires,  we  have  ground  to  be- 
lieve, were  fo  ordained  and  conduded^  as 
to  be  fubfervient  in  foroe  way,  and  in  fome 
degree,  to  the  introdudion  of  the  glorious 
empire  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  under  the 
Son  of  God*  We  learn  from  the  facred 
books  *,  that  the  Perfian  monarchy,  under 
Cyrus,  was  raifed  up  to  re-eftablifli  the 
Jews  in  their  own  land  :  their  reftoration 
to  their  own  land,  under  their  own  laws, 
was  neceffary  to  accompliih  the  ancient  pro- 
phecy, T^hat  tbefccptrejbotdd  not  depart  from 
Judahj  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  bis  feet ^ 
until  Sbiloh  come'\.  We  are  informed  in 
many  other  paffages  of  the  facred  Writings, 
that  other  nations  were  employed  as  inftru* 
ments  in  the  hand  of  Providence  to  favour 
and  to  protedl,  or  to  chaftife  and  punifli, 
the  chofen  people;  andthefe  protedions  and 
chaftifements  contributed  to  fpread  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  Mefliah.     When  we  attend  to 

*  Ifaiah,  xlv,  4.  f  Gen.  xHx.  ic. 
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s  E  R  M.  fome  of  the  ancient  prophecies,  particutarly 
.  ^^^'  .  thofe  of  Daniel  *,  we  find  him  defcribing 
the  fucceffion  of  the  great  empires  as  termi- 
nating in  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  fpiritual 
empire  under  the  long  expefted  Saviour.  It 
has  been  frequently,  and  very  juftly,  ob-? 
ferved,  that  the  union  of  fo  many  great  and 
.populous  kingdoms  under  the  extenfive 
empire  of  the  Romans  at  our  Saviour's 
birth,  facilitated  and  haftened  the  wide  pro* 
pagation  of  his  Divine  religion. 

Thefe  hints  from  Scripture,  and  obferva- 
tions  upon  Providence,  together  with  many 
others  which  might  be  coUeded,  feem  to 
intimate,  that  all  the  amazing  variety  of 
revolutions  among  mankind  in  all  nations 
and  in  all  ages  are  fo  conneded  (though  in 
;a  way  incomprehenfible  to  us),  as  to  form 
one  great  fcheme  of  univerfal  Providence, 
the  refult  and  conclufion  of  which  fhall  be, 
ia  happy  and  glorious  eftablifhment  of  all 
things  under  the  empire  of  the  Son  of  God. 
.  To  all  which  we  may  add,  that  not  only 
the  revolutions  and  fucceffions  of  empires, 
but  the  courfe  of  learning,  philofophy,  and 
arts,  were  made  fubfervient,  under  the  di- 

•  Dan.  ii.  34,  35. 
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reftion  of  Provideace,  to  the  iatrodudion  s  E  R  if . 
of  the  true  wifdom  by  the  Revelation  of  V^^* 
the  Gofpcl.  Though  philofophy,  as  has 
been  already  fhown,  did  not  condudl  man- 
kind to  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  yet  we 
mud  not  hence  conclude  that  it  was  entirely 
ufelefs.  No !  In  the  hand  of  God,  it  pro- 
duced good  effeds,  though  unforefeen  and 
unintended  by  the  philofophers  themfelves* 
Their  expofing  the  grofler  inftances  of  the 
poetical  and  popular  religions,  their  teach- 
ing many  excellent  doiirincs,  and  recom- 
mending many  excellent  virtues,  were  na- 
tural means  of  preparing  the  minds  of  men 
for  embracing  the  truth,  when  fully  dif- 
played  to  their  view.  The  turning  the 
attention  of  mankind  to  moral  and  intel- 
ledual  objeds  and  inquiries,  produces  great 
efFeds  upon  their  minds ;  it  awakens  them 
from  the  lethargy  of  grofs  fenfuality ;  it 
abates  the  keennefe  of  worldly  purfuits  ;  it 
fpiritualizes  them  in  fome  degree,  and  pre- 
pares them  for  receiving  a  more  pure  and 
refined  inftitution  of  religion.  The  very 
fpirit  of  inquiry,  raifed  by  philofophy,  qua- 
lified men  for  fearching  into  the  meaning. 
Importance,  and  evidence  of  Chriftianity ; 
Y  2  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


224  The  JVifdom  of  God 

S  E  R  M.  and  confequently  favoured  the  reception  of 
it  by  fair  and  candid  minds. 

Thu3  all  the  great  lines  of  Providence 
throughout  the  courfe  of  preceding  ages, 
were  directed  towards,  and  centered  in  that 
great  revolution,  which,  according  to  the 
eternal  counfels  of  God,  was  to  be  accom- 
pliflied  by  the  Meffiah.     But  as  the  whole 
fcheme  of  Providence  was  not  then  com- 
pleted, there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  that  it 
has  been  carrying  on  in  a  continual  pro- 
grefs  fmce  that  time,  though  we  are  unable 
to  trace  all  the  fteps  of  it,  and  that  it  fhall 
be  carried  on  through  fucceeding  ages,  un- 
til its  final  completion.     There  is  ground 
to  believe,  from  the  ancient  prophecies,  that 
the  larger  communication  among  mankind 
in  all  known  parts  of  the  globe,  opened  up 
in  latter  ages,  is  intended  by  Providence  to 
prepare  the  way  for  fpreading  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Saviour  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth.     The  marvellous  prefervation 
of  the  Jews  as  a  diftindl  people  for  fuch  a 
long  fucceflion  of  ages,  may  be  intended  to 
ferve  fome  illuftrious   purpofes   of  Provi- 
dence with  refpedt  to  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  divine  revelation  of  Jefus  in  its  full  evi- 
dence 
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dence  and  univerfal  prevalence  among  man-  s  E  R  M. 
Jdnd.  And  if  it  be  true,  that  the  whole  plan  ,  ^]^ 
of  Providence  with  refpedt  to  mankind  was 
formed  with  a  view  to  their  reftoration  to 
purity,  perfedion,  and  happinefs  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  all  things  all  along 
have  been  conduced,  and  fhall  be  con- 
duiSled  to  the  final  accomplifliment  of  this 
grand  defign ;  hence  we  fee  how  juftly 
Jefus  may  be  faid,  in  the  emphatical  lan- 
guage of  Scripture,  to  be  the  Alpha  and 
Omega^  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  all 
things. 

We  proceed  now  to  the  laft  thing  pro- 
pofed,  To  point  out  the  pradical  inftruc- 
tions  flowing  from  what  has  been  faid. 

In  the  Jirjl  place,  Is  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion the  great  mean  ordained  by  God  be- 
fore all  ages  to  enlighten,  to  fandify,  and 
favc  fuch  as  believe  ?  Hence  we  may  learn 
not  to  be  much  afraid  of  the  utmofl  efforts 
of  fcepticifm  and  unbelief.  We  may  be 
aflTured  the  fchemes  of  Providence  will  be 
carried  into  execution  in  fpite  of  all  oppo- 
fition  that  can  poflibly  be  given  to  them. 
No  doubt,  the  labours  of  infidels  will,  on 
Y  3  loofe 
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s  E  R  M.  JQofe  and  thoughtlefs  minds,  have  the  moft 
^^^'  pernicious  efFcdts.  This  is  to  be  lamented  ; 
but  the  native  goodnefs  and  excellence  of 
the  religion  of  Jefus  is  fo  ftriking,  the  pro- 
fpefts  which  it  opens  are  fo  grand  and  re- 
joicing, and  its  evidence  is  fo  much  adapted 
to  make  impreflion  upon  every  fair  and 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  it  is  irapoflible  any 
general  revolution  ftiould  ever  be  brought 
about  againft  it.  The  attempts  to  difcredit 
it,  like  other  bad  attempts,  will  be  over- 
ruled by  Providence,  to  promote  the  inte- 
refts  of  that  caufe  they  were  intended  to 
deftroy. 

Secondly^  Is  the  Gofpel  the  plan  formed 
by  Divine  wifdom  for  accomplifhing  the 
higheft  perfedlioQ  and  happinefs  of  man- 
kind ?  Hence  we  may  perceive  the  reafon 
why  faith  is  fo  peremptorily  required  and 
fo  much  infifted  on  in  the  New  Teftament, 
as  a  term  of  our  acceptance  with  God  :  The 
great  and  good  Governor  of  the  world  may 
moft  certainly  command  his  difobedient 
fubjeds  to  fubmit  to  that  fcheme,  which 
his  infinite  wifdom  has  devifed  as  the  beft 
of  all  others  to  deliver  them  from  all  the 
eficds   and  confequences  of  their  difobe- 

dience. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  the  Go/pel  Revththn.  327 

diencc.  Is  it  admitted,  that  he  may  rea-  s  E  R  M. 
fonably  require  his  rebellious  fubjefts  to  >  ^^^'  ^ 
repent  of  their  rebellion,  and  return  to  their 
allegiance?  Muft  it  not  likewife  be  ad- 
mitted as  equally  jufl  and  reafonable,  that 
he  require  them  to  comply  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulnefs  and  gratitude  with  that  method 
which  his  wifdom  has  contrived  as  the  moft 
efied^ual  of  all  others  to  fecure  them  in 
their  cluty  for  the  time  to  come,  to  form 
them  to  a  willing  fubje£tion  to  his  autho- 
rity, and  to  that  temper  and  charader 
which  conftitutes  their  higheft  perfeftion 
and  felicity  under  his  Divine  adminiflration. 
The  command  therefore  to  believe  in  Jefus, 
is  as  kind  and  merciful  as  it  is  juft  and  rea- 
fonable.  It  is  as  much  the  happinefs  as  it 
is  the  duty  of  mankind  to  yield  obedience 
to  it.  Let  us  beware,  left  we  fuffer  our- 
felves  to  Aide  infenfibly  and  without  defign 
into  unbelief,  from  an  unexamined  perfua- 
fion  that,  if  we  adhere  to  natural  religion, 
and  endeavour  to  perform  the  duties  which 
it  prefcribes,  any  attention  to  Chriftianity, 
or  faith  in  it,  is  altogether  fuperfluous  and 
unneceffary.  Let  us  confider,  that  we  owe 
to  the  light  which  Chriftianity  has  fpread 
Y4  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


Vll. 


328  The  Wtfdom  of  God 

SERM.  in  the  world,  thofe  clear  and  fettled  views 
of  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  natural  re- 
ligion, which  we  fuppofe  to  be  all  that  is 
neceflary  for  us  to  know  and  to  pradiife;  and 
if  we  do  owe  this  knowledge  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  Chriftianity,  can  any  thing  be 
more  unreafonable  or  ungrateful,  than  not 
only  to  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  mighty 
benefit,  but  to  pervert  it  into  an  argument 
for  difregarding  the  great  and  kind  Inftruc- 

tor  ? Further,  Is  Jefus  Chrift  conftituted 

by  God  the  Father,  the  fole  enlightener  of 
the  wdrld,  the  fole  difpenfer  of  fpiritual 
bleffings,  and  the  fole  Law-giver  and  Judge 
of  mankind?  Is  he  clearly  revealed  to  us 
as  ftanding  invefted  in  thefe  high  offices  ? 
If  we  ^fufe  to  acknowledge  him  in  them, 
we  are  guilty  of  direft  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority of  God  who  conftituted  him :  And 
this  is  to  a£t  contrary  to  the  firft  and  fun- 
damental principle  of  all  natural  religion — 
That  God  ought  to  be  obeyed  in  all  in- 
ftances  iij  which  his  authority  is  clearly  in- 
terpofed. 

Again  :  Do  thefe  offices  form  a  real  and 
important  relation  betwixt  Jefu$  Chrift  and 
thofe   of  mankind  to  whom   he   is  madq 
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known?  If  we  refufe  to  ad  fuitably  to  serm* 
thefe  relations,  and  to  perform  the  duties  ^^^ 
arifing  from  them,  we  a6t  contrary  to  an 
obligation  of  the  fame  moral  kind  with  that 
which  belongs  to  any  other  relation ;  and 
confequently  our  difregarding  this  obliga- 
tion is  as  truly  an  ad  of  immorality  and  a 
violation  of  natural  religion,  as  our  difre- 
garding the  duties  which  arife  from  the 
relations  betwixt  man  and  man  would  be. 
Further  ftiU  :  JIas  God  chpfen  to  commu- 
nicate light,  purity,  and  pomfprt  to  man- 
kind by  Jefus  Chpft  f  Has  he  chofen  this 
method  not  of  mere  arbitrary  pleafure,  but 
as  the  wifeft  and  beft  one  poffible  for  pro- 
moting their  happinefs  ?  If  we  refufe  to 
accept  the  favours  of  God,  in  that  way  in 
yrhich  he  hath  appointed  them  to  be  be- 
ftowed,  we  can  have  no  reafon  to  complain 
if  we  are  deprived  of  them,  and  if  we  are 
fubjeded  to  the  punifhments  due  to  thofe 
who  rejed:  their  own  mercies.  Our  Sa- 
viour has  declared  in  a  folemn  manner, 
fbat  we  cannot  bear  fruit  unlefs  we  abide  in 
bim.  John,  xv.  4.  And  indeed  it  muft  be 
fo,  fince  he  is  the  appointed  Enlightener 
of  the  world,  the  Condudor  of  men  to  vir- 
tue, 
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s  E  R  M.  tue,  to  glory  and  immortality.  It  is  trae, 
^^*  indeed,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  fpreads 
through  fociety  fuch  a  light  and  fuch  bene^ 
ficial  influence,  that  even  thofe  who  rejeft 
it  partake  of  its  eflfeds,  and  may  be,  in 
fome  degree,  influenced  by  it.  But  thefe 
efiedls  and  this  influence  mull  be  very  in-» 
confiderable,  when  compared  with  what  a 
proper  attention  to  its  dodrines,  its  laws, 
its  examples,  its  promifes,  and  its  threaten- 
ings,  muft  have  on  thofe  who  lay  open 
their  miiids  to  the  full  imprefliions  of  them. 
And  we  are  aflfured,  that  as  Jefus  is  the  light 
of  the  world,  thofe  who  follow  after  him 
Ihall  not  walk  in  darknefs^  but  Jball  have 
the  light  of  life.  John^  viii.  1 2. 

Ttbirdly^  Is  Chriftianity  the  great,  the 
wife,  and  effedual  mean  ordained  by  God 
of  faving  thofe  that  believe  ?  Hence  we 
may  infer,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one 
to  whom  it  is  made  known,  not  only  to  re- 
ceive it  himfelf,  and  lay  open  his  own  mincj 
to  its  facred  influence ;  but  to  promote  the 
fubmiflion  of  the  reft  of  mankind  to  it,  to 
the  utraoft  of  his  power.  It  is  an  acknow- 
ledged maxim,  that  thofe  in  higher  life, 
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who  poffels  riches,  rank,  or  authority,  arc  s  E  R  M. 
bound  to  employ  the  weight  and  influence  X^ 
of  their  example,  and  every  other  means 
in  their  power,  to  promote  the  happineft 
of  the  fociety  of  which  they  are  members* 
If  Chriftianity  is  by  the  appointment  of  Pro- 
vidence the  beft  and  wifeft  fcheme  of  ren-^ 
dering  mankind  happy,  both  in  the  prefent 
and  in  a  future  life,  then  certainly  all  thofe 
whom  Providence  has  placed  in  fuperior 
ftadons,  in  order  to  be  examples  and  dirco- 
tors  to  the  inferior  clafTes  of  mankind,  art 
uoder  the  moft  facred  obligations  to  exert 
themfelves,  in  the  moft  hearty  and  vigor* 
0U8  manner,  to  promote  the  influence  of 
Chriftianity  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all 
around  them.  As  they  are  the  fervants  of 
Providence,  they  ought  to  look  upon  it  as 
their  greateft  honour  and  happinefs,  as  well 
as  their  duty,  to  concur  with  its  great  and 
good  defigns.  It  is  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  the  united  influence  of  thofe  in  high 
life,  would  have  a  very  great  effcd  to  fup* 
port  and  to  fpread  a  juft  fenfe  of  religion 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  men.  The  mere 
negleding  to  exert  their  influence,  though 
it  is  only  an  omiilion  of  duty,  yet  being 
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SERM.  ^^  omlflion  attended  with  very  extenfiv« 
vn.      bad  confequences,  it  muft  be  criminal  in 
the   light  of  God,  and   muft   expofe  the 
guilty  perfons  to  deferved  punifhment  un- 
der his  all-righteous  admiqiftration. 

But  of  all  other  orders  of  men,  the  mi- 
nifters  of  Jefus  Chrift  are  under  the  moft 
awful  obligations  to  promote  the  belief  and 
acceptance  of  the  Gofpel  Revelation,  They 
are  called  by  the  voice  of  God,  by  the 
voice  of  fociety,  to  fpend  their  time  and 
exert  ?ill  their  faculties  in  inculcating  the 
truth,  the  importance,  the  excellency  of 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and  in  fpreading  its 
influence  every  where  around  them.  Let 
us  then  be  juft  to  our  office*  As  we  are 
fent  of  God,  and  retained  by  men,  to  this 
fervice,  let  us  be  wholly  devoted  to  its  fa- 
cred  interefts.  Let  God  and  man  be  wit- 
neflfes  that  we  are  faithful. 

Let  us  always  remember  that  it  is  the 
revelation  of  the  will  of  God  that  we  are 
called  to  teach,  that  it  is  by  this  reve- 
lation that  God  intended  before  all  ages  to 
enlighten  and  fave  thofe  that  believe,  and 
that  it  was  by  this  revelation  that  the  world 
was  adually  turned  from  darknefs  unto  HgMy 
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and  from  the  power  of  Sin  and  Satan  to  the  s  E  R  M. 
ftrvice  of  the  Living  God^    when   human 
doquence  and  wifdom  were  found  ineffec- 
tual.    Let  us  work  then  after  the  model 
which  Providence  has  given,  and  preach 
the  fame  Gofpel  that  the  Apoftles  preached. 
That  Gofpel  which  was  the  wifdom  and 
power  of  God,  producing  moft  aftonifhing 
effeds,  in  the  converfion  of  the  world,  fe- 
venteen   hundred  years  ago,  is   the  fame 
wifdom  and  the  fame  power  ftill.     To  at- 
tempt to  inftruft  or  reform  the  world  on 
any  other  plan,  is  to  prefer  our  own  fchemes 
and  views  to  thofe  of  an  all-wife  Provi- 
dence.    If  we  fall  in  with  the  method  In- 
finite Wifdom  has  devifed,  we  may  depend 
upon  the  favourable  concurrence  of  Provi- 
dence ;  and,  on  that  energy  of  Divine  Grace 
which  accompanied  the  Gofpel  at  its  firft 
publication,  and  which  we  are  affured  will 
accompany  it  in  fome  degree  in  all  ages. 
But  if  we  follow  methods  of  our  own  in- 
vention;  if  we    adopt    the    philofophical 
fchemes,  either  of  ancient  or  modern  times, 
we  have  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  the  poor 
cflfefts  of  our  own  art  or  eloquence.     Let 
us  therefore  look  upon  ourfelves  as  facredly 
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S  E  R  M.  bound  to  teach  the  real  do^ines  of  Chrif* 
^^^'  tianity  in  their  original  purity  and  iimpli* 
city,  and  to  apply  them  to  thofe  great  ends 
of  the  purification  and  confolation  of  the 
fouls  of  men,  for  which  they  were  revealed 
and  publiflied  to  the  world. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  we  do  not  find 
in  any  part  of  the  Scriptures,  that  the  doc- 
trines of  religion  are  ever  laid  down  as 
mere  fpeculative  principles,  but  are  always 
introduced,  either  as  motives  to  the  pradlice 
of  fome  duty,  or  as  grounds  of  peace  and 
comfort  to  our  minds.  And  if  this  is  the 
conftant  drain  of  the  Scriptures,  it  is  an  in- 
ftruSive  leflbn  to  us,  what  ought  to  be  the 
ftrain  of  our  preaching.  If  the  Word  of 
God  has  conneded  the  dodrines,  and  the 
pradice  of  religion  together,  it  muft  be  our 
indifpenfable  duty  never  to  feparate  them. 
And  in  truth  there  cannot  be  a  better  or 
higher  encomium  made  upon  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  than  this,  that  they  are  wholly 
pradical. 

In  like  manner  let  us  confider  ourfelves 
as  lying  under  an  equally  indifpenfable 
obligation  to  preach  the  morality  of  the 
Gofpel,  on  the  principles,  and  in  the  man- 
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iicr,  in  which  Jefus  and  his  Apoftles,  our  s  E  R  M. 

unerring  guides^   h^vc  taught  it.     Agree-  ^  ^]^ 

ably  to  our  Saviour's  dodrine,  let  us  always 

remember^  that  a  regard  to  God  is  the  firft 

commandment  of  the  law,  and  the  higheft 

obligation  upon  the  human  mind.     Piety, 

therefore,  muft  not  be  inculcated  merely  as 

a  means  towards  an  end,  but  as  an  end 

itfcl£     The  influence  of  devout  regards  to 

God  on  all  the  other  parts  of  our  duty, 

fuch  as  ftrengthening  the  focial  difpofitions 

and    enforcing    the    obligation    of   every 

branch  of  virtue,   is  acknowledged  to  be 

highly  valuable.     But  we  muft  not  place 

the  whole  value  of  piety  on  this  influence, 

however    real   and   important  it  may  be. 

Piety  is  a   primary  and  eflfential  part  of 

duty  in  itfelf,  confidered  as  independent  of 

its  eflfedU  on  the  other  vutues  of  the  Chrif- 

tian  life.     And  as  it  is  an  original  and  ef- 

fential  part  of  duty,  it  is  equally  eflential  to 

our  happinefs.     We  cannot  conceive  any 

ftate,  or  any  ftage  of  exiftence,  in  which  a 

dependent  being  can  be  happy  without  juft 

views  of  its  Maker,  and  the   exercife   of 

proper  difpofitions  towards  him.     On  the 

other  hand,  all  the  other  virtues  of  the 

Chriftian 
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SEkM.  Chriftian  life  muft  be  taught  as  parts,  or 
^^*  inftances,  of  the  duty  which  we  owe  to 
God.  Doing  the  will  of  God,  or  keeping 
the  commandments  of  God,  is  the  general 
view  under  which  our  Saviour  and  his 
Apoftles  have  chofen  to  reprefent  the  whole 
duty  of  man.  The  commanding  ideas  of  a 
law,  and  of  a  Supreme  Lawgiver,  to  whono 
we  are  accountable,  and  who  will  reward 
and  punifli  according  to  our  deferts,  are 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  mankind,  a  fet  of 
creatures  liable  to  be  feduccd  from  their 
duty  and  happinefs  by  the  impulfes  of  a 
thoufand  irregular  paffions. 

All  the  other  views  under  which  human 
duty  can  be  conceived,  fuch  as  fomething 
intrinfically  excellent,  as  fomething  per- 
fectly beautiful,  becoming  or  honourable, 
or  as  entire  propriety  of  fentiment  and  be- 
haviour, and  fuch  like  as  carry  no  refer- 
ence to  the  will  and  authority  of  God,  arc 
quite  unfit  to  govern  fuch  creatures  as  man-*- 
kind,  or  perhaps  any  created  beings,  in  any 
ftate,  or  any  ftage  of  their  exiftence.  And 
as  that  kind  of  virtue  which  difclaims  all 
dependance  on  any  thing  beyond  itfelf,  is 
quite  unfuitable  to  the  fubjeds  of  God,  fo 
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whatever  air  of  ftfength,  of  purity,  and  SERM. 
difintereftednefs  it  may  put  on,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  incapable  to  fupport  itfelf  under 
great  trials,  and  to  be  accompanied  with  a 
certain  pride  and  felf-fufEciency,  quite  in* 
confiftent  with  the  charader  of  dependent 
beings,  and  with  that  difintereftednefs  of 
which  it  boafts. 

Again :  Wlien  we  inculcate  the  morals  of 
Chriftianity,  let  us  take  care  to  follow  that 
order  in  which  our  Saviour,  who  knew 
the  nature  of  man,  and  all  the  natural  con- 
nexions of  things,  has  placed  them.  Wc 
read  that  he  began  his  Gofpel  with  a  fo- 
lemn  call  to  repentance :  The  firft  maxim 
of  his  Divine  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  is, 
Blejfed  are  the  poor  infpirtt :  And  in  other 
parts  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftory,  we  find  him 
affuting  us  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
that  unlefs  we  bumble  ourfelvesy  and  beeome 
as  little  children^  we  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Thefe  things  plainly  in- 
timate, that  in  his  view  of  things,  which 
was  always  according  to  truth^  humility  is 
tfie  true  foundation  of  all  other  virtues, 
it  has,  indeed,  the  moft  extenfive  influence 
to  promote  their  improvement  j  it  is  there- 
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fore  a.  fundamental  article  in  the  moral 
fyftem  of  the  Gofpel,  though  neglefted,  if 
not  entirely  omitted,  in  other  fyftems  of 
morality,  both  ancient  and  modern,  not 
copied  from  it.  That  clear  views,  and  ha- 
bitual impreffions  of  our  condition  as  de- 
pendent, frail,  indigent,  mortal,  and  as 
corrupted  and  guilty  creatures,  are  the  true 
fources  of  humility,  will  be  readily  ad- 
mitted. -X 
It  will  alfo  appear  evident  to  every  one 
who  gives  the  leaft  degree  of  attention  to 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart,  that  as 
foon  as  the  mind  is  brought  under  thefe 
humbling  views  of  itfelf,  it  eafily  and  na- 
turally flows  out  in  ads  of  piety  and  devo- 
tion to  God,  and  in  emotions  of  pity,  ten- 
dernefs,  and  charity  to  mankind.  It  were 
eafy  to  fhew,  that  the  humble  temper  of 
mind  carries  a  natural  propenfion  to  equity 
of  difpofition  and  behaviour,  to  meeknef^, 
candour  and  forgivenefs,  to  patience  and 
contentment  with  our  lot  in  the  world,  and 
to  moderation  under  the  greateft  flow  of 
worldly  profperity  :  It  is  likewife  obvious, 
without  a  particular  illufl:ration,  that  the 
humble  ftate  of  mind  naturally  correds  and 
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reftrains  the  exceffes  and  irregularities  of  SERM, 
felf-love  and  felf-will^  which  are  the  fruit-  ^^]^ 
ful  parents  of  pride,  hatred,  malice,  envy^ 
and  of  the  whole  tribe  of  unfocial  and  ma-^- 
lignant  paffions.  That  the  humble  mind 
is  heft  difpofed  for  receiving  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  the  Gofpel,  can  fcarcely  be  doubted; 
Now,  furely  that  ilate  of  mind  which  is  fo 
favourable  to  the  exercife  of  all  the  finet 
difpoiitions,  and  which  checks  and  fup- 
preffes  the  bafer  ones,  muft  not  only  be 
confident  with  the  exercife  of  the  more 
fliining  virtues  of  love  to  a  country,  public 
fpirit,  patriotifm,  magnanimity,  generofity^* 
heroifm,  and  the  reft  of  that  order,  but 
muft  be  the  beft  foundation  on  which  they 
can  be  raifed.  Some  perfons  who  pretend 
to  be  philofophers  have  fo  confounded  all 
their  moral  notions,  as  to  imagine  humi- 
lity and  greatnefs  of  mind  are  inconfiftent, 
and  even  to  reprefent  humility  as  cpnneded 
with  meannefs  and  bafenefs  of  fpirit.  That 
there  is  no  foundation  for  this  charge  will 
manifeftly  appear  if  we  confider,  Firji^ 
That  the  true  notion  of  meannefs  or  bafe-* 
nefs  in  a  man,  is  fomething  in  his  fcnti- 
ment  and  behaviour  below  the  dignity  of 
Z  2  his 
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s  E  R  M.  his  nature :  And  ncxt^  That  one  of  the 
principal  fources  of  humility  is  a  confciouf- 
nefs  that  we  are  iinners,  or  that  we  fall 
below  that  ftandard  of  moral  perfedion, 
which  is  fet  before  u$  in  the  law  of  God, 
and  in  conformity  to  which  our  higheft  ho- 
nour and  dignity  confift:  Now,  to  affert 
that  a  man  who  carries  about  with  him  the 
pureft  ftandard  of  moral  conduf):,  and 
mourns  over  every  inflance  in  which  he 
departs  from  it,  muft,  upon  that  account, 
be  inclined  to  think  and  aft  in  a  way  be- 
low the  dignity  of  his  nature,  feems  to  be 
a  very  unphilofophical  kind  of  reafoning. 
To  make  ufc  of  a  firailar  inftance,  it  isjuft 
as  if  one  ihould  aflert  that  a  man  who  has 
formed  the  pureft  and  higheft  ideal  notion 
of  what  is  juft  and  excellent  in  writing 
muft,  for  that  very  reafon,  be  mean  and 
groveling  in  his  compofitions*  The  more 
accurately  we  obferve  the  operations  of  the 
human  heart,  and  the  connexions  between 
the  difpofitions  of  it,  we  ihall  be  fo  much 
the  more  fully  perfuaded  that  it  is  the 
fbundeft  philofophy  as  well  as  found  divi- 
nity, that  genuine  humility  is  the  true  foil 
in  which    all  the  other  virtues  muft  be 

planted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in  the  GoJ^el  Revelation.  34*1 

planted,  and  in  which  alone  they  can  thrive  s  E  R  M* 
arid  grow  up  to  their  full  maturity  and  per-  ^Y^ 
fedion.  Thus  I  hope  it  appears,  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  real  importance,  that  we  in- 
culcate the  morality  of  the  Gofpe!,  on  the 
principles  of  the  Gofpel,  and  in  the  manner 
and  order  it  direds. 

Time  will  not  allow  me  to  treat  more 
particularly  the  importance  of  enforcing  the 
moral  duties  of  life,  from  the  peculiar  mo- 
tives Divine  Revelation  fuggefts.  Let  us 
ftudy  human  nature,  and  ftudy  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Gofpel,  and  we  (hall  find  that 
they  tally  to  one  another.  And  as,  in  this 
ftudy,  we  (hall  be  employed  in  that  way" 
which  our  duty  and  the  propriety  of  our 
character  require,  fo  we  (hall  find  the  tnie 
fources  of  Chriftian  oratory  will  open 
themfelves  to  our  view. 

To  conclude,  let  us,  who  are  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  Gofpel,  beware  of  fatisfying 
ourfelves  with  admiring  and  extolling  the 
excellency  of  the  Gofpel  morality ;  but  let 
it  be  our  chief  care  to  copy  the  perfedl 
pattern  of  our  great  Mafter,  in  all  the  vir- 
tues of  his  life,  and  efpecially  in  that 
Z  3  meek- 
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s  E  R  M.  meeknefs  and  humility  which  he  exempli- 
fied in  the  charadler  of  ati  inftrudor,  and 
has  enjoined  us  to  imitate  in  the  fame  cha- 
radier.  Learn  of  me^  fays  he,  for  I  am 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart  *.  He  manifefted 
the  full  power  of  this  bleffed  difpofition 
in  that  unruffled  fweetnefs  and  mildnefs 
with  which  he  bore  the  flownefs  of  under- 
ilanding,  the  unbelief,  and  the  many  weak- 
neffes  of  his  own  difciples,  as  well  as  all 
the  outrages  and  provocations  of  his  moft 
inveterate  enemies. 

As  meeknefs  ought  to  adorn  our  whole 
behaviour,  fo  it  fliould  particularly  fhine 
forth  in  our  public,  and  even  in  our  pri- 
vate inftrudions.  A  fmall  degree  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  world,  and  of  infight 
into  human  nature,  will  convince  us  that 
every  thing  unfriendly,  every  thing  biting 
and  fatirical,  every  tindture  of  the  four  and 
angry  paflions  appearing  in  our  fentiments, 
our  words,  or  even  our  manner  and  get 
ture,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  meek  fpirit  of 
the  Qofpel  and  its  author,  fo  it  muft  hurt 
the  good  effed:  of  the  beft  inftrudions  we 
can  give.     Jnjlrudt^  fays  the  Apoftle,  tbofe 

*  Matt.  xi.  29. 
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voho  oppofe  themfelves  in  meeknefs"^.     Let  us   S  E  RM. 
be  particularly  careful     to    cherifh    kind,  ^_^   ' 
friendly,  and  candid  thoughts  and  defigns 
towards  our  brethren,  and  keep  at  the  ut- 
moft  diftance  from  all  ungenerous  or  un- 
juft  infinuations,  which  tend  to  leflen  their 
character  or  ufefulnefs.     Let  us  always  be 
fo  much  on  our  guard  as  never  to  fpeak  a 
word,  or  write   a  line,  that  can  mark  the 
leaft  departure  from  the  kind,  meek  and 
candid  fpirit  of  our  holy  religion :  If  we  are 
not,  the  more  difcerning  part  of  mankind 
at  leaft  will  conclude,  that  our  hearts  muft 
be  under  very  bad  difcipline  when  we  can- 
not, during  the  time  of  the  compofition  or 
delivery  of  a  fermon,  fupprefs  the  work- 
ings of  the  little,  the  felfifh,  and  party  paf- 
lions.    Befides,  they  will  be  apt  to  fay,  and 
not  without  feme  foundation,  that  though 
the  fpeaker  or  writer  intended  indeed  only 
to  draw  a  pidure  of  others  not  at  all  to 
their  advantage,  yet  he  hath  really  drawn 
a  truer  and  blacker  one  of  his  own  heart. 

In  like  manner  let  us  imitate  the  humi- 
lity of  our  great  Mafter.  In  order  to  this, 
we  muft  watch  over  lour  own  tempers,  l^ft 

♦  2  Tim.  ii.  25. 
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SERM.   we  Infenfibly  fet  too  great  a  v^lue  on  our 
,  ^^^'  .  ftation,  our  parts,  our  learning,  cr  labours  j 
and,  at  the  H^me  time,  we  muft  watch  over 
our  behaviour,  fo  that  true   humility  may 
difcover   itfelf  in  our  intercourfe  with   all 
ran}cs  of  men,  the  loweft   as  w^ell  as  the 
higheft.     As  the  lower  clafles  of  men  muft 
always  compofe   the.  greateft  part  of  the 
body  of  mankind,  whom  wx  are  called  to 
inftruft ;    fo,     if  we    contemn    thofe    for 
w^hom    our    inftrudions   and    labours   are 
principally  defigned,    we    can   never    dif- 
charge  our  duty  to  them  wath  faithfulnefs 
or  fuccefs.    It  fhould  further  be  confidered, 
that  our  humility  ought  to  appear  in  the 
manner  in  which  we  hold  and  deliver  our 
fentiments  and  opinipns.     There  is  a  pul- 
pit modefty  which  is  very  beautiful  and  en- 
gaging, as  there  is  a  pulpit  pride  extremely 
difagreeahle  and  difgufting.     Nothing  can 
make  a  more  odious  appearance  than  pride 
preaching  up  humility,  and  a  man-defcrib- 
ing  himfelf  as  exceeding  little,    when    it 
plainly  appears  he  has  an  idea  of  himfelf 
as  exceeding  great. 

In  order  to  preferve  a  proper  modefty  as 
to  pur  notions  ^nd  fentiments  about  things 
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of  doubtful  difputation,  and  the  circum-  S  E  R  M. 
ftantials  of  religion,  and  to  abate  that  po* 
fitivenefs  in  our  own  way,  which  is  fo 
oppofite  to  real  humility,  and  which  lead$ 
us  to  con^plain  of  the  pride  of  other  men's 
underftandings,  when  there  is  no  othcF 
reafon  for  the  charge  than  that  they  cannot 
adopt  our  notions  or  phrafes ;  let  us  feri* 
oufly  aik  ourfelves  the  foUovring  queftions  : 
Can  I  pretend  to  a  clearer  wnderftanding, 
to  a  more  diligent  and  impartial  inquiry 
into  Revelation,  or  to  greater  degrees  of  Di^ 
vine  illumination,  than  all  others  who  differ 
in  opinion  from  me  ?  What  grounds  have 
I  to  imagine  \  am  in  the  fuH  pofleffion  of  all 
Pivine  truths  ?  Po  I  not  acknowledge  that 
I  may  err  ?  What  fecurity  then  have  I  that 
I  da  not  aftually  err,  in  fome  inftances, 
ftmidft  the  multitude  of  opinions  which  I 
hold  ?  May  I  not  be  in  a  miftake,  nay  id 
many  miftakes,  though  I  am  not  confcious 
6f  the  particular  inftances  ?  Is  there  not 
ground  to  expedl  that  the  admifCon  into 
tiie  regions  of  perfed^  light,  will  prove  not 
only  an  enlargement,  but  a  corredion  of 
former  views^  to  men  of  the  wifeft,  baft, 
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SERM.  and  faireft  minds  ?   Such  queftions  ferioufly 
put,  and  urged  upon  our  own  confciences 
in  filence  and  retirement,  and  under  the 
awful   impreflion   of  the  prefence  of  the 
Great  Searcher  of  hearts,  would  naturally 
check  that  prefumptuous  confidence,   that 
our  own  particular  views  are  certainly  right, 
which  is  fo  common  in  the  world,  and  fo 
frequently  accompanied  with  that  wrath  of 
man^  which  never  works   the  rigbteoufiefs 
of  God.    Such  ferious  foliloquies  would  lead 
us  to  fufpedt,  that  we  arc  departing  from 
the  meeknefs  and  humility  of  the  Gofpel 
fpirit,  when  we  allow  ourfelves  to  think 
and  to  fpeak  hardly  of  others  becaufe  they 
do  not  fee  every  thing  juft  in  the  fame 
light  with  us,  or  have  not  freedom  to  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  our  phrafes,  which  are 
perhaps  not  only  unfcriptural,   but   were 
unknown  in  the  Chriftian  church  for  many 
centuries,    and  can    claim   no  better   nor 
higher  original  than  the  dregs  of  the  fcho- 
laftic  philofophy.  There  may  be  phrafes  not 
ftridly  fcriptural,  which  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged to  be  venerable  by  their  hoary  antiqul- 
tyj  but  even  thefe  ought  not  to  be  too  much 
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urged  upon  honeft  and  tender  minds.   May   S  E  R  M . 

.  .  .  '       VII. 

what  has  been  faid  have  its  due  weight  and 

influence  upon  us  all! 

We  now  conclude  the  whole  with  the 

Apoftolic  diredion,  Let  us  meditate  on  tbefe 

things y  let  us  give  ourjelves  wholly  to  them^ 

that  our  profiting  may  appear  unto  all :  Let 

us  take  heed  unto  our/elves^  and  to  our  doc^ 

trine y  continuing  in  them ;  for  in  fo  doings 

viejhallfave  our/elves^  and  them  that  hear  us. 
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SERMON     VIII, 

The  Excellency  of  the  Spirit  of  Chriftianity, 

Preached  before  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating 

Chriftian  Knowledge,  at  their  Annlverfary  Meeting,  in 

,    fhe  High  Church  of  Edinburgh,  on  Friday  June  5, 1767, 


SERM. 
.  VIII. 


2  Timothy,  i.  7. 

For  God  hath  not  given  us  thefpirit  of  fear ; 
but  of  power  y  and  of  love  ^  and  of  a  found 
mind. 

IT  is  very  probable  that  the  Apoftle 
wrote  this  fecond  Epiftle  to  Timothy 
in  the  time  of  the  perfecution  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  in  the  reign  of  the  Roman  emperor 
Nero,  and  when  he  was  himfelf  a  pri- 
foner  at  Rome,  and  had  a  near  profpedt  of 
fuffering  as  a   martyr  for  his  religion*, 

•  Sec  Dr.  Benfon's  hiftory  of  the  Hate  of  things  when 
this  epiflle  was  written,  prefixed  to  his  paraphrafe  and 
notes  on  the  epifUe. 
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In  this  mournful  and  diftreifing  fituation,  3  E  R  M. 
he  addreffes  this  epiftle  to  Timothy.  He  ^"^' 
had  converted  Timothy  to  the  Chriftian 
£iith  ;  he  had  appointed  him  to  the  fa- 
cred  oflSce  of  an  Evangelift,  and  had  im-* 
parted  to  him  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
The  Apoftle,  therefore,  may  be  confidered 
in  this  epiftle  as  giving  his  dying  *  charge 
to  his  favourite  difciple,  and  devolving 
upon  him  the  work  of  the  Gofpel  before 
he  left  the  world. 

In  the  verfe  before  the  text,  he  exhort* 
Timothy  to  ftir  up  the  gift  of  God  that  was 
in  him.  The  word  in  the  original,  which 
is  tranflated  Jiir  up^  fignifies,  properly,  To 
blow  up  a  fire  to  a  more  intenfe  degree  of 
h^at  than  it  had  before  :  fo  that  the  mean^ 
ing  and  import  of  the  exhortation  is,  **  Cul- 
"  tivate  and  improve,  to  the  beft  advantage, 
**  the  fpiritual  gifts  with  which  you  are 
**  endowed  j  and  exert  all  your  faculties 
**  and  talents  to  the  utmoft,  in  the  faithful 
"  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  that  great  ofBce 
••  in  which  you  are  engaged.*'  And,  in 
the  words  of  the  text,  he  enforces  the  ex- 
hortation  frqm  a  confideration  taken  from 

♦  Cbap,  iv.  5,  6,  7,  8. 
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s  E  R  M.  the  nature  and  genius  of  Chriftianity  Itfelf^ 
,— -  .  verfe  7.  For  God  hath  not  given  us  the 
Jpirit  of  fear;  but  of  power ^  and  of  love^ 
and  of  a  found  mind.  That  is,  God  hath 
not  given  ua  Chriftians  the  fpirit  of  timi- 
dity and  cowardice,  of  felfiflinefs  and  ma- 
lignity, of  levity  and  folly;  but  he  hath 
given  us  the  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and  cou- 
rage, of  benignity  and  love,  of  wifdom 
and  fobriety  of  mind. 

It  appears  from  the  verfe  after  the  text, 
and  from  many  other  paflages  in  this  epiftle, 
that  the  Apoftle  had  full  in  his  eye  thofe 
labours,  hardlhips,  and  fufferings,  which 
he  forefaw  Timothy  would  be  called  to 
endure  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry. 
And,  in  this  view,  he  exhorts  him  to  pre- 
pare and  fortify  himfelf  for  thofe  exertions 
of  courage  and  zeal,  and  for  the  exercife 
of  that  prudence  and  difcretion  for  which 
he  would  have  frequent  occafion  in  thofe 
circumftances  of  perplexity,  danger,  and 
diftrefs,  in  which  he  would  find  himfelf 
involved  :  at  the  fame  time  he  aflures  him . 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel  would  enable 
him  to  fuffer  afflidions,  and  behave  under 
them  with  that  patience,  modefty,  and 
9  meeknefs 
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meeknefs  of  wifdom,  which  becomes  one  s  E  R  m 
who  is  perfecuted  for  righteoufncfs  fake,  "^^^^^ 

It  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  unfuitabk  to 
the  defign  of  this  aflembly,  to  offer  fome 
obfervations  tending  to  illuftrate  and  con* 
firm  the  aflertions  in  the  text,  with  a  view- 
to  difplay  the  excellency  of  the  Golpel  as 
the  fpirit  of  power,  of  love,  and  of  a  found 
mind.  We  fhall  confider  each  of  thefe  in 
their  order. 

Firfij  Chriftianity  is  the  fpirit  of  power, 
or  of  courage  and  firmnefs,  in  oppofitioa 
to  timidity  and  irrefolution  of  mind. 

Among  the  many  other  groundJefs 
charges  which  have  been  brought  againfl: 
Chriftianity,  it  has  been  accufed  of  incul-. 
eating  fervitude  and  dependence.  A  very 
celebrated  author,  who,  in  other  parts  of 
his  works,  appears  to  be  a  lover  of  the 
morality  of  the  Gofpel,  and  an  admirer 
of  the  charadler  of  its  great  founder,  has 
exprefsly  aflerted,  TJbat  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel  is  favourable  to  tyrants;  and  that 
true  Ckriflians  are  formed  for  faves^. 
And  feveral  other  writers,  though  they 
*  Roofleau,  Social  Contradl^  Book  iv.  chap.  8. 
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admrl  that  the  Chriftian  religion  foftefid 
and  fweetens  the  temper  and  manners  of 
Inankind ;  yet  allege,  that,  at  the  fkroe 
time,  it  enervates  their  courage,  and  dif-* 
pofes  them  for  mean  and  flavifli  obedience. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe,  and  other  accufa- 
tions  of  the  like  nature,  let  it  be  obferved, 
}p  the  Jirji  place.  That,  if  we  m^y  form 
a  judgment  of  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity 
from  the  fpirit  of  its  author,  we  muff  ac- 
knowledge it  to  be  a  fpirit  of  courage  and 
boldnefs,  and  not  of  fearfulnefs  and  ti- 
midity- For  it  appeafts,  in  the  moft  in- 
conteftible  manner,  from  the  whole  hiftory 
of  our  Saviour's  life,  that,  while  he  fup- 
ported  the  beft  of  all  caufes,  he  fet  himfelf, 
though  fingle,  in  a  moft  intrepid  manner, 
in  oppofition  to  a  whole  nation-  And  he 
perfevered  in  doing  this,  though  he  had 
a  clear  forefight  that  his  doing  fo  would 
bring  him  to  certain  death,  and  to  a  death 
too  of  the  moft  formidable  kind.  It  is 
hard  to  fay,  what  complete  beroifm  is,  if 
this  is  not  an  inftance  of  it. 

His  firft  difciples,  in  like  manner,  dif- 
covered  a  fpirit  of  the  moft  adlive  and  de- 
termined courage.     We  read,  in  the  fourth 
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chapter  of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  that  serm. 
when  the  Jewifh  Sabhcdrim,  the  fupreme     ^^^^' 
council  of  the  nation,  called  the  Apoftles 
Peter   and  John  before  them,  and   com- 
manded them,  verfe  18.  Not  to  teach  in  the 
name  ofjefus ;  verfe  1 9.  ^bey  anfwered  and 
faid  unto  tbem^  Wbetber  is  it  right  in  the 
Jigbt  of  God ^  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than^ 
unto  God^  judge  ye;  fir  we  cannot  butjpeak 
the  things  we  havefeen  and  heard:  and  they 
accordingly  went  out  from  the  council,  and 
preached  the  Gofpel  with  all  boldnefs.  And 
we  read  in  the  fame  chapter,  that  even 
their  enemies  were  ftruck  with  admiration 
when  they  beheld  the  firmnefs  of  their  re- 
folution:  verfe   13.  When  the  members  of 
the  council  faw  the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and 
Jobn^  and  perceived  that  they  were  unlearned 
and  ignorant  men^  they  marvelled;  and  they 
took  knowledge  of  them^  that  they  had  been 
with  Jefus;  that  is,  they  perceived  they  had 
learned   boldnefs  and    intrepidity  in    his 
fchool. 

If  your  time  would  allow  us  to  trace  the 

fpirit  of  Chriftianity  as  it  appeared  in  the 

primitive  Chriftians,  we  fhould  find,  that 

perfons  of  all  ranks,  fexes,  and  ages,  (hewed 

Vol.  I.  A  a  fuch 
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s  E  R  M.  ftich  an  unfliaken  iirmnefs  and  fortitude, 
under  the  fevereft  trials,  even  death  itfelf, 
as  filled  their  very  enemies  and  perfecutors 
with  aflonifhrinent. 

•  It  is  v^orthy  of  obfervation,  in  xh^fecond 
place,  that,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel  from  the  drain  of  its  precepts, 
we  muft  alfo  conclude  it  to  be  a  fpirit  of 
refolution  and  fiDrtitude.  The  New  Tefta- 
ment  abounds  with  the  warmeft  exhorta- 
tions to  Chriftians  to  exert  the  utmoft  firm- 
n^fs  ia  withftanding  the  temptations  and 
encountering  the  dangers  to  which  they 
may  be  expofed.  Thus,  i  Corinth,  xvi.  13. 
Stand  fafty  fays  the  Apoftle,  quit  ye  like 
nnny^and  hjlrong.  And  in  the  epiftle  to 
to  Ihe  Ephefians,  chap-  vi.  from  the  i  oth 
to  the  19th  verfe.  Be  Jlrong  in  the  Lord^ 
and  the  power  of  his  might  \  put  on  the 
whole  armour  of  God ^  that  ye  may  be  able  to 
fiand  aga'mji  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  And 
further,  it  deferves  our  particular  attention, 
that  thefe  exhortations  are  often  enforced 
with  Qiotiveft  taken  from  the  peculiar  doc- 
trines of  the  Gofpel.  As,  for  inftance,  in 
the  xvth  chapter  of  the  firft  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians,  the  Apoftle,  after  a  moft  fub- 
.  ;.  -    f  ,i    lime 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Spi'tU  of  Cbri/lianity,'  355 

Kmc  arid  animttlng  defcription  of  the  glory  s  e  R  m* 
of  the  refurrection-ftate,  concludes .  with  4  ^  ^}^^ 
pathetic  exhortation  to  inxmoveable  firmnefs 
in  every  good  work:  therefore,  ftys  he, 
Bcji^dfaji  and  ivmioveabky  always  abound'^ 
ing  in  the  ivork  i^f  the  Lord^  forafmucb  as 
you  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord. 

But,  not  to  reft  the  vindication  of  our 
holy  religion  from  the  imputation  of  a 
mean  and  flavifh  fpirit,  merely  on  the  pre- 
cepts of  it,  or  on  the  example  of  its  great 
Author  and  its  firft  followers,  let  it  be  ob-* 
ferved^ 

In  the  third  place.  That  the  unfeigned 
belief  and  fincere  pradice  of  the  Chriflian 
religtoa  has  an  obvious  and  manifeft  ten^ 
dency  to  infpire  fuch  zeal  4nd  courage^  a^ 
w)U  difpofe  men  to  a^  with  refolution  an4 
firmnefs  in  every  worthy  caufc.  This  will 
appear  very  eyidently,  if  vit  attend  to  thq 
two  following  particulars  :  i>?.  That  Chrit 
tianky  is  the  heft  prefervativd  from  all 
thofe  things  which  damp  the  vigour  qf  th& 
mind>  and  enervate  its  adive  poWerb;  and, 
%dfy^  That  it  fupplies  the  mdl  |^owerfu( 
incitements  to  a<a  every  woftfey  p^  i?v 
A  a  a  life 
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&  E  R  M.  life  in  the  firmeft  and  moft  vigorous 
manner. 

Now  there  are  three  things  which  chiefly 
check  the  vigour  of  the  mind,  and  render 
it  timid  and  irrelblute.  Thefe  are,  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  mean  and  guilty  conduct ;  un- 
manly habits  of  indulgence  in  effeminate 
pleafures;  and  a  prevailing  melancholy  of 
temper. 

It  is  not  furely  neceflary  to  fpend  time 
in  fhowing  that  the  firft  of  thefe,  I  mean 
the  confcioufnefs  of  bafe  and  unworthy 
behaviour,  is  an  intimidating  and  difpirit- 
ing  thing.  Every  one  knows,  that  guilt  is 
in  its  own  nature  the  fource  of  felf-con- 
demnation,  and  of  dread  of  deferved  pu« 
nifhment ;  that  it  naturally  fills  the  coun- 
tenance with  fhame^  and  the  heart  with 
terror ;  and  that,  when  the  mind  is  under 
the  influence  of  thefe  enfeebling  paflions, 
it  mufl  be  timid  and  dejefked,  and  incapable 
either  of  forming  or  of  executing  any 
manly  and  worthy  defign.  It  is  likewifb 
obvious  to  every  one,  that  thofe  who  have 
imbibed  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  will  be 
preferved  from  thofe  prefumptuous  fins 
which  ftri^  terror  into  the  confcience ;  and 
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that  they  will  have  fuch  truft  in  the  promHes  s  E  R  M^ 
of  the  Gofpel  for  the  pardon  of  their  invo- 
luntary failings^  as  will  eftablifh  them  in 
peace  of  mind,  and  in  the  humble  hope  of 
the  favour  and  acceptance  of  God.  In  this 
peaceful  (late  of  mind,  they  will  be  in  full 
poflTeffion  of  their  adtive  powers,  and  ready 
to  exert  them  whenever  and  wherever  duty 
calls.  The  experience  of  all  ages,  verifies 
the  obfervation  of  Solomon,  That  the  wicked 
fiy  when  no  man  purfuetb  ;  but  the  righteous 
are  bold  as  a  lion.  Prov.  xxviii.  !• 

Again ;  That  unmanly  habits  of  indul- 
gence in  pleafure  foften  and  enervate  men's 
minds,  and  make  them  fly  from  every 
fcene  where  labour  and  fatigue,  where  afti- 
vity  or  boldnefs  are  required,  has  ever 
been  admitted  as  a  certain  truth ;  a  truth  to 
which  daily  experience  and  the  hiftory  of 
all  ages  bear  teftimony.  But  that  all  irre- 
gular indulgence  in  pleafure  is  utterly  in- 
confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  is 
abundantly  evident  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  New  Teftament.  It  commands  us  to 
be  lovers  ofGodmqre  than  lovers  of  pleafure^ 
andtofet  our  qffe3ions  on  the  things  above ^ 
and  not  on  the  things  on  the  earth.  It  every- 
A  a  3  where 
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where  enjoins  moderation  and  temperance, 
and  forbids,  in  the  moft  particular  and 
in  the  mdfl:  awful  manner,  all  excefTes  in 
worldly  pleafures  of  every  kind.  The 
Apoftle,  towards  the  beginning  of  the  fe- 
cond  chapter  *  of  this  Epiftle,  exhorts 
Timothy  in  the  tnoft  earneft  manner  to 
be  Jlrong  in  the  grace  which  is  in  Cbrifi 
Jefns^  and  to  endure  bard/hip  as  a  good 
foldier  of-  Jefiis  Chriji.  The  examples  too 
which  our  holy  religion  fets  before  us, 
are  further  proofs  of  the  (landing  oppbfi- 
tion  betwixt  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  and 
every  kind  of  mean  and  unmanly  indul-^ 
gence  :  /  keep  under  my  body^  and  bring  it 
into  fubjedtion^  fays  the  Apoftle,  lejl  that  by 
any  means ^  when  I  have  preached  to  others^ 
1  myfelffoould  be  a  cajl^away  f . 

And,  lajlly^  Every  one's  own  experi-* 
ence  affures  him,  that  nothing  deadens  the 
active  powers  of  the  mind  more  effedually 
than  a  melancholy  caft  of  temper :  for, 
when  this  difpofition  becomes  prevalent,  it 
renders  men  timid  and  apprehenfive  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  unfits  them  for  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life,  and  much  more  for  encoun-t 


♦  Vcrfcs  I.  3, 
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tering  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  any  sfeRM. 
great  or  hazardous  undertaking.  It  muft  ,  ^^l; 
be  owned,  that  when  this  gloomy  difpofi- 
tion  becomes  a  difeafe  fettled  in  the  confti*» 
tution,  it  is  perhap3  altogether  incurable. 
But,  in  fo  idx  as  principles  of  reafon,  juft 
fentiraents,  and  comfortable  views,  can  have 
any  power  to  give  relief,  the  religion  of 
Jefus  is  the  moft  effedual  remedy. 

The  do<3;rines  of  the  Gofpel  are  admira- 
bly adapted  to  eftablifh  the  heart  in  peace 
and  joy.  The  views  which  it  gives  us  of 
the  perfedions  and. government  of  God  in 
general,  of  the  fcheme  of  redemption  in 
particular,  of  this  ftate  as  introductory  to  a 
better  one,  and  of  the  diftrefles  of  life,  as 
bringing  forth  the  peactablt  fruits  of  rigb^ 
teoufnefsy  and  working  for  us  afar  more  ex" 
ceeding  and 'eternal  weight  of  glory  ^  are  like 
rays  of  light  breaking  through  a  thick 
gloom  to  cheer  and  gladden  the  difconfcdate 
foul.  When  the  real  Chriftian  contem- 
plates the  honourable  relations  in  which  he 
(lands  to  his  God  and  his  Saviour;  and 
when,  with  a  mixture  of  faith  and  humility, 
he  looks  forward  to  his  eternal  honours  iu 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  he  is  infjpired  with 
A  a  4  an 
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$  E  R  M.  a^i  elevation  and  gladnefe  of  heart,  which 

VIII         • 
^        '  >  diflipates  gloomy  thoughts,  and   fits   him 

for  the  worthieft  and  moft  vigorous  exer- 
cife  of  his  adtive  powers.  This  joyous 
temper  was  very  prevalent  amcmg  the  firft 
Chriftians,  believing^  they  r^oiced  with  joy 
nnj^eakable  and  full  of  glory  *•  Being  jufii* 
Jted  by  faith  ^  they  had  peace  with  God^  through 
our  Lord  Jeftis  Chrijl^  and  rejoiced  in  the 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God;  and  not  only  foy 
hut  they  gloried  in  tribulation  f .  Tlius  it 
appears,  that  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  is  the 
beft  fecurity  againft  thofe  things,  which  are 
the  chief  obftruftions  to  the  exertioq  of  our 
powers  with  cheerfulnefs  and  vigour  to  the 
beft  purpofes  of  life  and  fociety. 

But  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  not  only 
delivers  the  human  mind  from  thofe  things 
which  benumb  its  aftive  powers,  and  be- 
reave it  of  its  refolution  and  fortitude  ;  but 
it  alfo  fupplies  the  moft  powerful  incite- 
ments that  can  be  conceived  to  adl  every 
worthy  and  honourable  part  in  life,  how- 
ever difficult  or  dangerous,  in  the  moft  vi- 
gorous and  undaunted  manner.  This  was 
ihtfecond  thing  aflerted. 

*  I  Pet.  i.  13,  t  Rom.  V,  I,  2,  3. 
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In  order  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  this  s  E  r  ^«. 
point,  let  U8  attend  to  the  principles  and      ^^^^' 
motives  by  which  Chriftians  ought  to  be  ani- 
mated in  the  courfe  of  their  lives  and  adions. 

Here  it  is  manifeft,.  that,  in  proportion 
as  a  man  has  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  Chrif. 
tianity,  he  will  have  a  warm  and  ftrong 
fenfe  of  the  excellence  of  all  the  virtues  of 
the  Chriftian  life,  and  of  the  beft  affedions 
to  God  and'  man.  It  will  furely  be  admit- 
ted, that  all  the  virtues  comprehended  in. 
the  apoftolical  fummary  of  Chriffian  mora- 
lity, Wbatfoever  things  are  truCy  whatfoever 
things  are  honejly  whatfoever  things  are  juft^ 
whatfoever  things  are  pur e^  whatfoever  things 
are  lovely  ^  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  re^ 
porty  are  the  objeds  of  fupreme  affedion, 
and  habitual  and  delightful  meditation,  to 
every  true  Chriftian.  All  who  are  juftly 
intitled  to  this  charader,  contemplate  thefe 
Chriftian  virtues  in  a  variety  of  lights; 
which  cannot  fail  to  animate,  to  elevate, 
and  fortify  their  minds  in  a  very  remark- 
able manner.  They  always  conceive  of 
them  as  fupremely  excellent  in  their  own 
nature,  as  agreeable  to  the  all-perfcd  will 
of  God,  and  as  of  indifpenfable  and  eternal 

obligation. 
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SERM.  obligation.  They  live  and  atJi  under  a 
full  and  moft  delightful  perfuafion  that  the 
€xercife  of  thefe  heavenly  virtues  not  only 
conftitutes  the  chief  perfe<3;ion,  happinefa, 
and  glory  of  human  nature,  but  alfo  forms 
it  into  a  refemWance  of  the  Divine  nature 
itfclf ;  and  from  this  perfuafion  of  the  fu- 
preme  dignity  and  excellence  of  thefe  vir- 
tues, ardent  defires  immediately  fpring  up 
to  be  pofleffed  of  them  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree that  the  nature  and  fituatiou  of  man- 
kind in  this  world  are  capable  of:  and 
thefe  defires  again  immediately  excite  re- 
folutions  of  pra<aifing  them  with  unvariable 
conftancy,  and  of  cultivating  them  with  the 
utmoft  ardor  and  afliduity. 

Now  every  one  who  has  attended  to  the 
finer  and  nobler  workings  of  the  human 
heart,  when  purified  by  the  grace  of  God, 
muft  be  convinced  that  a  warm  love  of 
that  moral  excellence,  which  is  the  chief 
glory  of  the  ^Divine  nature  itfelf,  earneft 
breathings  after  nearer  approaches  to  the 
perfedion  of  it,  a  lively  fenfe  of  duty,  a  full 
convidion  that  the  doing  that  duly  is  the 
will  of  God,  and  ftrong  impulfes  of  the 
friendly  and  public  affections,  are,  wdthout 
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all  doubt,  the  moft  powerful  and  com-  SERM. 
manding  principles  in  the  human  breaft.  ^^^* 
When  they  unite  their  force,  and  operate 
with  all  their  ftrength,  nothing  can  with- 
ftand  them.  If  we  attend  to  what  paifes 
in  life,  we  (hall  fee  the  moft  convincing 
proofs  of  this :  For  whenever  a  mind,  un* 
der  the  influence  of  thefe  great  principles, 
has  its  views  fixed  upon  fome  great  or 
good  end,  in  the  profecution  of  which  op- 
pofition,  difficulty,  or  danger  is  forefeen, 
then  holy  Chriftian  refolution  exerts  itfeif 
with  its  whole  ftrength ;  and,  indeed,  be- 
comes in  a  manner  invincible,  fo  that  hardly 
any  difficulty  or  danger  can  ftand  before  it. 
And  we  may  eafily  conceive  how  it  (hould 
be  fo,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  illuftrious 
and  mighty  fupports  which  our  worthy 
refolutions  receive  from  the  exercife  of 
Chriftian  faith  and  piety.  The  full  afliir- 
ance  of  Divine,  approbation  and  aid,  muft 
ever  infpire  the  foul  with  confidence  and 
alacrity  in  afting  that  part  which  truth  and 
integrity  require. 

It  is  impoffible,  even  in  imagination,  to 
conceive  any  thing  better  calculated  for 
emboldening  the  human  mind,  and  fup- 
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SERM.  porting  its  moft    determined    refolutions, 
than  the  firm  perfuafion  that  the  Divine 
adminiftration  is  ever  on  the  fide  of  righ- 
teoufiiefs,  and  that  the  righteous  man  fhall 
be  moft  amply  and  glorioufly  rewarded  for 
whatever  he  may  have  fufFered  for  his  ad- 
herence to  it.     When  he   looks  forward, 
and  refleds  upon  his  dignity  as  one  of  the 
fans  of  God  J  that  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
bejhall  bCy  and  that  when  bis  Saviour  ap^ 
pearsyhejhall  appear  with  him  in  glory  *,  he 
is  not  only  encouraged  to  perfevere  in  his 
virtuous  courfe,  but  he  feels  himfelf  infpired 
with  a  noble  ambition  to  maintain  a  cha- 
rader  fuitable  to  fuch  an  exalted  relation, 
and  fuch  glorious  hopes.     Under  the  full 
influence  of  thefe  animating  views,  all  the 
clamour  and  evil  fpeaking,  all  the  reproaches 
and  unjuft  cenfures  of  the  world,  and  even 
all  the  dangers  that  may  threaten,  will  not 
difcourage  him,   or  make  him  defift  and 
give  way.    He  will  wait  patiently  upon  God^ 
will  commit  his  way  to  him^  and  triumph  in 
the   certain  profped:  that   God  will  bring 
forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the  lights  and  his 
judgment  as  the  noon-day  f.     Confcious  of 
*  I  John,  iiL  i,  &c.  f  Pfalm  xjocvii,  5,  6, 
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his  honed  endeavours  to  do  his  diity,  SERM, 
though  amidft  many  weaknelTes  and  infir- 
mities, he  folaces  himfelf  with  the  modeft 
but  triumphant  hope,  through  the  mercy 
of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  all  his  good 
intentions,  all  his  fecret  a£ts  of  goodnefs, 
all  his  filcnt  fufFerings  and  ftruggles,  and  all 
his  fervices,  are  recorded,  and  fhall  be  one 
day  published,  honoured,  and  rewarded,  on 
the  grandeft  of  all  theatres,  before  an  affem- 
bled  world.  Thefe  hopes  cheer  and  glad- 
den, and  at  the  fame  time  flrengthen  his 
his  heart,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  in  the  day 
of  diftrefs,  and  in  the  profecution  of  every 
virtuous  defign.  He  has  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  that  he  fhall  be 
enabled  to  do  all  things  through  Chriji 
Jlrengthening  him^  and  that  at  Iqft  he  Jball 
he  a  conqueror^  and  more  than  a  conqueror^ 
and  invited  to  Jit  down  with  Jefus  on  his 
throne^  even  as  he  alfo  overcame^  and  is  fet 
down  with  the  Father  on  his  throne. 

Now,  it  will  certainly  be  acknowledged, 
that  tbofe  noble  principles  ofa£lion^  fupported 
with  thofe  glorious  motives  (both  which  have 
jufl  now  been  defcribed),  are  the  fitteft  ,that 
can  be  conceived  to  infpire  fuch  a  ferene 
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SEjtM.  and   fteady    fortitude,    as   will   encountef 
every  difficulty  and  danger,  and  even  (kath 
itfelf,  in  the  moft  undaunted  manner.     It 
18  extremely  obvious^  that  when  the  minda 
of  Chriftians  are  under  the  real  dominion 
of  thefe  great  principles  of  their  religion, 
they  are  prepared  to  put  in  pradice  that 
magnanimous  leflbn  of  their  Great  Mafter, 
not  to  fear  them  that  can  kill  the  body^  and 
ifter  that  have  ^0  more  they  can  do ;  but  to 
fear  himy  whoj  after  be  hath  killed  the  body^ 
bath  power  to  caf  both  body  and  foul  into  bell-*^ 
fire.     And  wherever  this  fuperiority  to  the 
fear  of  man,  and  the  fear  of  temporal  evils 
and  dangers,  flows  from  the  principles  of 
the  Gofpel,  it  will  be  accompanied  with  a 
noble  freedom  and  independence  of  foul, 
tliat  can  never  dwell  with  mean  and  flavifh 
principles.     Men,    though   in   the    loweft 
ftation  of  life,  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
dignity   of  human   nature,   and   of  thofc 
Chriftian  virtues  which  dignify  it,  will  di£* 
cover,   on  proper  occafions,  a  ftrength  and 
greatnefs  of  mind,  which  will  make  them 
difdain  every  thing  that  approaches  in  any 
degree  to  meannefs,  cowardice,  or  flavilh 
fear. 

To 
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To  all  which  we  may  add^  as  fufficientljr  s  E  it  M» 
dear,  without  a  particular  illuftration,  that  ^^' 
a  coiurage  derived  from  thefe  principles  and 
motives,  which  have  been  defcribed,  will 
be  more  rational  and  vigorous,  more  firn& 
and  permanent,  than  that  which  flows 
merely  from  animal  fpirits,  from  external 
accidents,  from  the  love  of  glory,  or  from 
what  the  world  calls  a  fenfe  of  honour. 

Some  perhaps  wiirol>jeft  to  all  that  has 
been  faid,  **  That  fuperftitious  notions  of 
"  religion,  and  a  fancied  approbation  of  the 
*  Deity,  will  excite  fome  inen  to  perpe-  ^ 
^  trate  the  v<ory  worft  and  vileft  adions,  in 
^  as  firm  and  undaunted  a  maqner  as  the 
^^  befl  Chriflians  can  perform  the  worthieft 
**  and  noNefb,"  To  this  it  may  be  an-* 
fwered.  That  it  mufl  be  ovwied,  that  when 
the  minds  of  men  are  under  the  influence 
of  falfe  opinkms,  which  they  conceive  to  be 
countenanced  by  Heaven,  they  will  be 
daring  and  intrepid  to  an  amazing  degri^e. 
But  furely  falfe  perfuaiiona  fometimes  pro*- 
during  very  great  effedks,  is  no  proof  that 
juit  principles  will  not  produce  equal  or 
fuperior  ones  more  certainly  and  more  uni- 
formly.   BafideS)  to  a  diicerning  eye,  there 
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SERM.  are  marks  which  diflinguifh  thofe  a<2s  of 
.  '  .  magnanimity  and  courage  which  are  in- 
fpired  by  the  principles  of  true  religion, 
from  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  delu- 
iions  of  fuperftition.  The  former  are  calm 
and  ferene :  the  latter  are  fierce  and  turbu- 
lent. The  firft  kind  are  modeft  and  unaf- 
feded;  the  fecond  are  vain  and  oftenta- 
tious.  The  one  fort,  fpringing  from  an 
enlightened  underllanding  and  a  pure  heart, 
leave  behind  them  a  true  peace  of  mind, 
which  can  never  be  extinguiflied  or  dimi- 
niflied ;  but  the  other  fort,  proceeding  from 
an  underftanding  darkened  by  fuperftition 
or  corrupt  pafiions,  leave  behind  them  only 
an  ill-grounded  and  delufive  fatisfadion, 
which  the  firft  glimpfe  of  truth  muft  diffi- 
pate  and  deftroy. 

Others,  perhs^s,  will  objed  to  what  haa 
been  faid,  *'  That  the  tendency  of  Chrifti- 
•*  anity  is  only  to  form  men  to  a  kind  df 
paffive  courage  or  patience  under  fuffer- 
ings ;  but  that  it  has  no  tendency  to  form 
them  to  that  adive  courage  which  dif- 
tinguiflies  the  hero  from  the  confeflbr.'* 
Let  it  fuffice  to  anfwer  to  this  objedion. 
That  that  unremitting  zeal  and  adivity 
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wkicli  prompted  the  Apoftle  Paul,  for  In-  SERM. 
ftancey  to  fpcnd  thirty  years  in  journies  by  ,  ^^[ 
kndy  Toyages  by  fea^  amidft  numberlefs 
difficulties,  dangers,  and  fufierings,  to  pro^ 
pagate  CHriilianity)  would  have  operated 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  excited  to  the 
like  indefatigable  labours  and  effcnts^  if  Pro^ 
vidence  had  called  him  to  defend  his  coun^^ 
try,  to  fuppoft  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
mankind,  or  to  profecute  any  other  worthy 
undertaking.  It  feems  natural  to  conceivei 
that  a  magnanimity  and  activity  of  mind^ 
which  were  manifefted  in  fuch  an  uniform 
and  confpicuous  manner  through  the  whole 
of  the  Apoftle's  life,  in  promoting  one  great 
caufe,  would  have  difplayed  themfelves  in 
a  fimilar  way,  if  he  had  been  engaged  in 
any  other  important  caufe,  which  reafon, 
teligion,  and  the  good  of  mankind  would 
juftify  and  recommend. 

Your  time  will  not  permit  me  to  fhew, 
as  a  further  anfwer  to  the  objedion,  That 
all  the  finer  principles  and  afie Aions  of  the 
human  mind  impel  to  a£Hon  in  the  moft 
fpontaneous  manner,  and  even  in  face  of 
tJppofition  and  danger  of  the  moft  formi- 
dable kind.— That  the  Gofpd  ftrengthena 
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SEii  M.  thfefe  natural  princiiJle5»  and  encourages  Ac 
fiioft  adive  efforts  in  -every. worthy  cauTe; 
and  that  it  is  only  when  fufferinga  for  4 
good  caufe  cannot  be  avoided  by  righteous 
•means,  that  Che  fpirit  pf  the  Gofpel  mani- 
fefts  itfdf  in  perfcSl  ij^orks  of  patience. 
,  Upon  the  whole^  from  the  view  which 
hath. been  given  of  the  principles  and  pre- 
cepts of  Chriftianity,  and  of  the  fpirit  of 
its  great  Founder,  we  may;  conclude^  that  it 
is  ?L  fpirit  of  power ^  and  not  of  fear.  And, 
indeed,  we  may  fafely  challenge  the  brighteft 
genius,  in  ancien^t  or  modern  times,  to  in- 
vent a  fyftcm  of  principles  which  fliall  be 
more  adapted  to  infpire  magnanimity  and 
courage  of  the  moft  exalted  kind.  And,  if 
it  is  impoffible  to  devife  any  fcheme  which 
ihall  excel  Chriftianity  in  this  refpeG,  all 
,the  accufations  of  it,  as  encouraging  a  mean 
and  daftardly  fpirit,  as  promoting  flavifh 
principles  of  any  kind,  fliould  be  contemned 
as  altogether  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

The  power  of  prejudice,  in  giving  the 
mc^  unnatural  turn  to  the  plaineft  things, 
is  very  furprifing.  The  author  quoted  in 
the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe,  in  the  fame 
chapter  which  is  there  referred  to,  alleges, 
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that  the  true  Chriftian's  faith  of  another  s  E  ^  M. 
world,  and  a  better  life,  extinguiflies  all  ^2^^ 
concern  in  him  for  this  prefent  world,  and 
this  prefent  life  ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  it  renders 
him  incapable  of  any  brave  and  courage- 
ous efforts  to  preferve  or  promote  any  ad- 
vantages that  relate  only  to  fuch  a  tranfi- 
tory  ftate.  But  he  has  given  no  reafon 
that  can  convince  any  unprejudiced  perfon, 
that  a  Chriftian,  though  of  the  moft  ele- 
vated and  heavenly  turn  of  mind,  mult 
have  a  lefs  warm  and  delicate  fenfe  of  the 
liberties,  or  of  any  of  the  juft  privileges  of 
mankind,  or  muft  have  lefs  zeal  for  the 
interefts  of  his  country,  his  family,  or 
friends,  merely  on  the  account  of  his  lively 
hopes  of  another  and  better  life  beyotid 
the  grave. 

Befides,  when  we  refledt  that  a  main 
part  of  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian,  according 
to  the  principles  of  his  religion,  lies  in  do- 
ing good,  in  promoting  the  happinefs  of 
others  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive  how  his  fii'm  hopes 
of  immortality  fhould  render  him  indif- 
ferent to  his  duty,  and  incapable  of  all 
vigorous  and  manly  efforts  to  difcharge 
B  b  2  it. 
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SERM.  it.  It  feems  to  be  a  more  natural  conctir- 
,  ^^'  ,  fion,  that  the  firm  hopes  of  a  future  glo-' 
nous  life  would  animate  the  real  Chriftiatt 
to  difchaige  his  duty  with  the  utraoft 
faithfiilnefs^  and,  particularly,  would  dif- 
pofe  him  to  labour  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
to  do  good  to  his  brethren  of  mankind^ 
though  it  fhodld  be  at  the  expfence  of*  a 
tranfient  and  uncertain  life,  that  is  foon  to 
fee  fucceeded  by  a  permanent  and  eternal 
one.  That  is  certainly  the  dodtrine  of  the 
Gofpel,  which  declares  in  the  moft  expreft 
manner,  That  Cbriftians  ought  to  lay  down 
their  lives  for  the  brethren^  i  John,  iii.  l6m 
Such  authors  as  throw  out  thefc  and  the 
like  unjuft  refledions  upon  the  Chriftian 
religion,  are  either  totally  unacqiminted  with 
Its  native  purity  and  excellence,  as  it  lie^ 
in  the  Kew  Teftament,  or  they  are  greatly 
deficient  in  that  faimefs  and  candour  of 
mind  which  ought  to  be  a  primary  qualifi«- 
cation  in  thofe  who^  aflume  to  themfelves 
the  ofiice  of  inftru£tors  of  the  world  at 
large» 

Again,  we  may  further  infer^  from  the 
Tiew  which  has  been  given  of  the  principles- 
of  adix)n  recommended  by  the  Gofpel,  that 
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tbofe  who  profefs  themfelves  admirers  of  s  E  R  M. 
magnanimity,  bravery,  and  that  high  order  ,  ^"^*  , 
of  virtues,  ought  to  be  confiftent  with  them- 
fehras,  and  admire  CShriftianity,  which  af- 
fords the  heft  fupportg,  and  the  fiaeft  ex- 
amj^e;  of  them.  Nay,  if  they  would  wi(h 
not  merely  to  admire  thefc  ihining  virtues 
in  fpeculation,  but  to  pra^Ufe  them  in  real 
life,  let  them  lay  open  their  minds  to  the 
full  influence  c^  the  fpirit  of  the  GofpcL 
Thofe  clear  views  of  duty,  and  thofe  ftrik- 
ing  and  glorious  motives  to  the  pra£tice  of 
it,  which  the  Gofpei  lets  before  themt  are 
the  mod  efiedual  means  of  forming  their 
minds  to  a  firmnefs  and  fortitude  of  the 
mod  excellent  kind. 

To  conclude,  let  all  of  us  be  careful  to 
nourilh  our  fouls  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Gof-» 
pel;  fo  that,  deriving  ftrength  and  vigour 
from  it,  we  may  on  all  occafions  exert  true 
fortitude  in  refifting  every  thing  that  is 
evil,  and  cleaving  to  every  thing  that  is 
good  Let  us  be  ever  on  our  guard  againft, 
and  endeavour  to  withftand,  in  the  moft 
determined  manner,  every  impulfe  of  un^^ 
governed  paffion,  every  temptation  to  a 
departure  from  that  equity  of  di^ofition, 
£  b  3  that 
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SERM.  that  benignity  of  temper,  that  purity  of 
Y^J^  heart,  and  that  integrity  of  Ufe,  which  be-» 
comes  the  difciples  of  the  holy  Jefus.  Par- 
ticularly, let  us  arm  ourfelves  with  manly  ^ 
refolution,  to  defpife  that  fcorn  and  ridicule 
which  the  vicious  and  unprincipled  take  a 
pleafure  in  employing,  to  feduce  the  un- 
guarded and  unexperienced  into  the  fnares 
of  vice,  or  into  a  negleft  and  contempt  of 
all  religion. 

We  ought  always  to  remember,  that 
though  we  are  not  called  to  the  national 
fenate  to  (hew  our  refolution  and  firmnefs, 
in  oppofing  public  meafures  which  we  con- 
ceive hurtful  to  the  ftate,  nor  into  the  field 
of  battle  to  fignalize  our  bravery,  nor  to 
the  fcafFold  of  martyrdom  to  prove  our 
conftancy  and  fortitude,  there  are  abund^ 
ance  of  other  opportunities  in  the  daily 
intercourfes  of  fociety,  and  ordinary  train 
of  life,  for  the  moft  important  exertions  of 
courage  and  manhood.  ;  Private  and  ordi-r 
nary  life  is  the  field  of  battle,  where  every 
Chriftian  is  called  to  exercife  his  courage  in 
Jigbting  the  good  fight  of  faith.  It  is  here 
we  muft  learn  to  conquer  ourfelves,  and  to 
^ftablifli  art  ^ippire  in  our  own  bofoms 
*'    -  ,  Ji  over 
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over  every  mean^  tvitj  fenfual,  evety  fel-  serm^ 
fifh,  and  every  worldly  paffion*  The  vic-^:  ^  X}^ 
toricfs  gained  here,  though  conoeal^d  from; 
the  eyes  of  men,  may  be  more  fignal  and. 
glerious  in  the  fight  of  God,  than  thofe 
that  are  gained  in  the  moft  confpicuous  and 
tooft  admired  fcenes  of  public  life#  The 
ttiaxim  of  Solomon,  That  be  that  ruUtb  his 
ownfpirit  is  mightier  than  be  that  taketh  a 
ciiyj  is  a  fundamental  maxim  of  all  found 
philofophy,  as  well  as  of  ChrifHan  morality; 
The  conqueft  overbad  propenfities,  incli-- 
nations,  and  habits,  is  the  firft  ftep  of  the. 
Chriftian  life.  And,  when  this  is  ofctained^ 
the  nobler  principles  of  the  heart  will  ope- 
rate with  eafe  and  freedom,  and  difplay  their, 
power  through  the  virions  fcenes  of  life,  in' 
the  ftedfaft  profecution  of  every  thing  vir- 
tuous and  praife-worthy. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the /econd  aflertion 
in  the  text,  permit  me  to  fuggeft,  that  it 
particularly  becomes  thofe  who  are  aflb* 
dated  for  the  noble  purpofe  of  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge,  to  exert  themfelvea 
with  vigour  in  that  honourable  and  ira- 
portant  work.  They  ought;  to^^  fuffer  no-% 
thing  to  difconccrt  or  difcourage'  tJiem,  but 
B  b  i|.  to 
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8BRM»  to  animate  one  another  from  the  encoo^ 
VIII.  raging  confideration  in  the  text^  That  God 
hath  not  given  Chriftians  theTpirit  of  fear, 
but  of  power,  and  fuffer  nothing  to  dtfcon-^ 
cert  ot  difcourage  them:  they  may  reft 
fully  affured,  that  the  fpirit  of  that  religion, 
which  it  is  the  end  of  their  aflbciation  ta 
promote,  ii  the  power  of  God  untajalvatiom 
to  every  one  that  believetb. 

Our  Saviour  himfeif  has  plainly  inti- 
mated, that  the  Oofpel  is  the  great  meaa 
which  the  wifdom  of  Providence  has  cho- 
fen  to  enlighten,  to  fah^ify,  to  blefs,  and 
to  fave  mankind.  No  man^  fays  he,  knoiv^ 
etb  the  Father  fave  the  Sony  and  be  to^wbom^ 
Jvever  the  Son  will  reveal  bim.  At  another 
time  he  declares,  in  like  manner,  Tbat  na 
man  cometh  to  tbe  Fatber  but  by  bim*  And 
on  other  occafions  he  affumes  to  himfeif 
the  glori6us  character  aod  office  of  being 
(be  light  of  the  world*  The  hiftory  of  the 
world  for  near  eighteen  hundred  years  con«^ 
firms  the  truth  of  thefe  declarations  ;  for,  \x\ 
fo  far  as  any  juft  and  worthy  ideas  of  God, 
of  Providence,  of  a  future  ftate,  and  of  pure 
morality,  are  yet  to  be  found  among  the 
nations  of  the  world,  they  are  derived  firom 
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the  Gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God.     Even  Ma-  s  E  r  u, 
hometan  countries  are  no  exception  to  this  j  ^  ^^ 
for  whatever  is  good  and  pure  in  that  rcli-* 
gton  b  manifeilly  borrowed  from  the  fa- 
cred  writings  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians* 

Now,  from  what  is  paft,  and  from  the 
predictions  ef  Scripture  about  what  is  to 
come,  we  have  reafon  to  think,  that  the 
fame  divine  religion  (hall  be  the  chief  mean 
henceforward  of  fpreading  thefe  blefled 
iiodrines,  till  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son,  cover  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth.  Government  and  laws» 
philofophy  and  arts,  may  give  their  aid ; 
but  the  fpirit  of  Chriflianity  mud  be  the 
infpirer  and  condudor  of  all  other  means 
of  civilization  and  improvement*  No 
ilronger  incitement  furely  can  be  given  to 
a  fociety,  which  have  chofen  for  the  object 
of  their  afTociation  the  propagation  of  the 
religion  of  Jefus,  than  this.  That  they  aft 
co-operating  with  the  grand  fcheme  of  Pro* 
vidence  laid  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  to  turn  men  from  darkncfs  unto  Itght^ 
and  from  tbcfervicc  of  fm  and  Satan  to  tbt 
fcrvice  of  the  living  God. 

The 
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s  E  R  M.  The  fuccefs  which  this^  noble  undertaking 
hath  already  had,  and  which  appears  to  the 
convi&ion  of  every  one,  from  the  number 
of  fchools,  no  lefs  than  172,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  it,  and  in  which  7270  fcholars 
are  inftrudcd  in  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic, muft  prove  a  new  and  powerful  ex- 
citement to  the  Society  itfelf  to  perfevere 
with  zeal  and  alacrity  in  their  labours  gf 
love. 

Befides  thefe  fchools  for  acquiring  neceC^ 
fary  knowledge,  there  are  twelve  fchools  on 
a  fecond  patent,  in  which  girls  are  taught 
and  trained  up  to  induftry  in  fuch  kinds  of 
work  as  are  fuited  to  their  fex,  and  the  con- 
dition of  life  for  which  they  are  defigned. 
It  may  furely  be  expeded,  that  the  view  of 
thefe  blefled  effedls  which  this  worthy  infti- 
tution  has  already  produced,  and  is  daily 
producing,  will  excite  and  encourage  all 
the  true  friends  of  religion  and  humanity 
to  contribute  every  way  in  their  power  to 
the  fupport  and  advancement  of  a  defign  fo 
manifcftly  calculated  to  promote  both  the 
temporal  good  of  fociety,  and  the  eternal 
interefts  of  immortal  ^ulj* 
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SERMON     IX. 

The  fame  Subjed^   continued. 


2  Timothy,  I.  7. 


Tor  God  hath  not  given  us  thejpirit  of  fear; 
but  of  power  y  and  oflovt^  and  of  a  found 
mind. 

HAVING fhewn, at confiderable length,  s E R M, 
that  Chriftianity  is  well  calculated  ^  ^ 
to  animate  thofe  who  really  believe  it,  with 
a  fpirit  of  power  ^  with  courage  and  firm- 
nefs,  in  oppofition  to  timidity  and  irrefo- 
lution  of  mind,  I  now  proceed  to  confider 
Xh^fecond  ingredient  of  the  Chriftian  ijpirit 
mentioned  in  the  text,  %xiz.  the  Ijpirit  of 
love. 

As  love^  in  the  New  Teftament,  when 
fpoken  of  in  general,  ufually  fignifies  the 

love 
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S  E  R  M.  love  of  our  brethren^  we  ihall,  in  what  fol- 
lows, principally  treat  of  it  in  this  fenfe  : 

Firjlj  By  fhewing  that  love,  tendemefs, 
and  hu(nanity,  is  moft  certainly  the  ge* 
nius  of  Chriftianity :  and, 

Secondly  J  By  endeavouring  to  point  out 
the  excellency  of  this  fpirit  in  the  degree, 
and  to  the  extent,  in  which  the  Gofpd 
defcribes  and  enjoins  it. 

Now,  xhtfrji  of  thefe,  That  the  genius 
of  Chriftianity  i$  love,  furely  needs  no  long 
or  laboured  proof  to  a  Chriftian  audience. 
The  primary  doctrines  of  this  religion  ar^ 
That  God  is  love,  and  dwells  in  love :— • 
That  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  government, 
is  kind  and  benign :— That  the  fcheme  of 
redemption  took  its  rife  from  the  original 
benignity  and  mercy  of  the  Great  Father 
of  all : — That  the  Great  Redeemer  was  ani- 
mated with  the  fame  fpirit  of  benignity  and 
compaffion,  in  undertaking,  and  in  execut* 
ing  every  ftep  of  it : — And  that  the  con- 
fummation  of  this  glorious  plan  will  be  the 
total  deliverance  of  many  myriads  of  the 
human  raqe  from  fin  and  death,  and  their 
iinal  eftablifliment  in  a  ftate  of  perfeA  vir- 
tue and  of  immortal  felicity  and  glory.  It 
10  cannot 
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cannot  be  contefted  that  thefe  dodrineft  SERM, 
fiivour  and  encourage  the  fpirit  of  kind* 
nefs  and  beneficence. 

When  we  attend  to  .the  perceptive  and 
fentimental  parts  of  the  Gofpel^  we  find 
that  the  fpirit  of  lore  breathes  in  all  of 
them.  That  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity 
tend  to  reftrain  and  fupprefs  all  the  male- 
volent paffions,  and  to  promote  the  culture 
and  improvement  of  the  kind  and  friendly 
ones,  can  admit  of  no  doubt :  That  Chrif- 
tian  morality  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  that 
ielfilh  and  worldly  temper  which  ftands  in 
diredl  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  of  love,  is 
evident  frpm  the  whole  ftrain  of  the  doc- 
trine of  its  great  Author  and  his  apoftles, 
as  wen  as  from  the  fhining  examples  they 
have  given  of  generofity  and  difinterefted- 
nefs  in  their  own  lives. 

Further,  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  not  only 
aims  at  fuppreffing  and  extinguifliing  the 
felfifli  and  worldly  fpirit,  and  the  whole  ma- 
Hgnant  tribe  of  paffions  which  fpring  from 
it,  but  tends  to  cherifh  and  invigorate  all 
the  benign  and  friendly  difpofitions,  is  evi- 
dent beyond  all  doubt  from  the  moft  cur-^ 
ibry  view  of  the  NewTeftament.  To  men- 
tion 
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s  s?  £t  M.  tion  all  dae  particulars  on  this  fubjed,  would 
be  to  tranfcribe  a  great  part  of  the  morality 
of  the  Gofpel.  Let  it  fuffice  to  feledl  a  few 
paflages.  By  tbisy  (fays  our  Saviour,)  all  men 
Jball  know  that  you  are  my  difctples^  if  you 
love  one  another  "^^  And,  in  another  pafTage, 
he  infills  upon  a  forgiving  temper  as.in- 
difpenfably  neceflary  in  order  to  our  ac- 
ceptance with  God  :  For  if  you  forgive  men 
their  trefpajfes^  your  be(ivenly  Father  'will 
alfo  forgive  you  :  but  if  you  forgive  not  men 
their  trefpajfesy  neither  will  your  heavenly 
Father  forgive  you  f*  How  perfedly  he 
exemplified  this  fublime  precept  ii^  the 
courfe  of  his  own  life,  and  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  it,  is  well  known  to  every  one 
who  has  read  the  Gofpel-hlftory,  The 
apoftles  of  our  Lord  inculcate  the  fame 
kind  of  precepts  with  the  greateft  warmth 
and  earneftnefs*  Let  all  bittcrnefsy  wrath^ 
anger y  clamour ^  and  evil-fpeakingy  be  put 
away  from  among  yoii^  with  all  malice ;  and 
be  ye  kind  one  to  another y  even  as  Godyfor 
Cbri/Tsfake^  hath  forgiven  you.  Be  ye  tbere^ 
fore  followers  of  Cod  as  dear  children  %. 

♦  John,  xiiL  34.  f  Matt.  vi.  14,  1  J. 

J  Eph.iv.  31,  32.  F.  1. 
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Further  :  The  points  of  light  In  whick  SE  RM» 
Chriftianity  places  our  fellow-men,  are 
fuch  as  are  ibited  to  afFedl  us  in  the  mofl; 
powerful  apd  tender  manner*-i— We  are  all, 
whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  learn- 
ed <ix  unlearned,  equally  the  children  of 
the  fame  great  family,  and  equally  under 
the  protection,  and  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
almighty  and  all-wife  providence  of  the 
fame  great  Parent  of  all. — ^We  are  all  fel- 
low-travellers through  this  ftate  of  pilgrim- 
age, in  which  we  are  all  expofed  to  the 
like  wants,  dangers,  and  diftrefles.  We 
have  all  the  like  imperfections  and  infir- 
inities,  equally  liable  to  fail  in  our  duty 
to  one  another,  and  therefore  equally 
ftanding  in  need  of  forgivenefs  at  one  an- 
other's hands. — We  are  all  equally  labour- 
ing in  the  fame  ftate  of  darknefs  and  cor- 
ruption, of  guilt  and  mortality.  And  we 
are  all  equally  dependent  for  our  hopes  of 
deliverance  from  thefe  great  evils,  on  the 
fame  great  Friend  and  Saviour  of  the  hu- 
man race,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God. 

Thefe  views  of  our  brethren  of  man- 
kind are  certainly  fitted  to  bring  down 
the  moft  lofty  looks,  and  to  convince  the 
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SERM.  prou(!eft  of  the  fons  of  men,  that,  tiot-* 
^^  withftanding  all  the  diftiodions  and  pre- 
eminences on  which  they  value  themfelveSf 
they  are^  in  reality,  on  a  level  in  the  moft 
important  refpefts  with  the  pooreft  and 
loweft  of  the  human  face.*-^And  all  thofe 
who  lay  open  their  hearts  to  the  full  in-*- 
flu^nce  of  fuch  views,  will  feel  fuch  hu-» 
mane  and  tender  fentiments  arife  within 
them,  as  the  ancient  eaftera  author  expreffes 
in  the  following  pathetic  words  :  If  I  did 
de^ife  the  caufe  of  my  man-fervant^  or  maid^ 
fervant^  when  they  cohtended  with  me^  what 
then  Jball  I  do  when  God  rifetb  up  ?  And 
whei^  he  vrfitetb^  what  Jhall  I  anfwer  f 
Did  pot  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make 
him  f  And.  did  not  one  fajhion  us  in  the 
womb  *. 

It  is  our^^eat  happinefs  in  the  ChriA 
^n  world,  that  the  facred  writings  abound 
with  fuch  fublime  precepts,  and  fuch  ten- 
der fentiments  as  have  been  mentioned* 
But  let  us  take  care,  left,  through  our  fa- 
miliarity with  them,  we  lofc  the  juft  fenfc 
of  their  excellence  and  importance.  Let 
•us  always  remember  that,  whatever  our 

•  Job,  xxxi.  13,  14,  15. 
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notions  about  thefe  precepts  and  fentiments  S  E  R  M. 
of  the  Gofpel  may  be,  they  are  furely  di- 
vine inftrudions,  and  worthy  to  ferve  fot 
leffons  to  the  whole  race  of  mankind.  They 
are  leflbns  that  bear  the  moft  ftfiking  cha- 
radlers  of  that  tendernefs  of  heart,  that  ele- 
vation of  mind,  that  total  fuperiority  to  all 
felfifli  and  worldly  paflions,  which  diftin- 
guiflied  the  divine  Author  of  our  religion ; 
and  they  are  the  moft  convincing  proofs, 
that  humanity  and  love,  in  the  higheft  per- 
fedlion,  is  the  genius  of  Chriftianity. 

In  iht  fecond  place,  let  us  allow  our 
thoughts  to  dwell  a  little  on  the  excellencies 
of  the  fpirit  of  love. 

I.  Then,  love  is  the  moft  amiable  and 
the  moft  beautiful  of  all  objefts  of  con- 
templation. Goodnefs,  genuine  goodnefs, 
wherever  it  appears,  charms  the  heart  of 
man.  The  native  indications  of  it  in  the 
features,  the  looks,  the  tone  of  the  voice, 
or  geftures  of  the  body,  ftrike  every  be- 
holder v\dth  pleafure.  The  beauty,  efpe- 
cially  of  kind  and  humane,  of  charitable 
and  generous  deeds,  has  ever  been  felt  and 
acknowledged  by  all  mankind.  In  a  word, 
all  the  various  emanations  of  a  kind  and 

Vol.  L  C  c  benign 
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S  E  R  M*  benign  hearty  ia  looks,  in  Toice,  in  words, 

TV" 

in  attitudes,  or  adion^,  are  pleafing  to  the 
view  of  every  obfervcr^ 

Hence  it  is,  that  the  fpirit  of  love,  ope- 
rating, and  difplaying  itfelf  in  the  cha- 
rafters  and  manners  of  mankind,  gives  them 
their  chief  beauty  and  excellence.  Where 
this  is  wanting,  that  artiticial  politeneiS| 
which  is  in  fo  high  efiimation  among  the 
higher  ranks  of  mankind,  gives  an  appa- 
rent rather  than  a  real  grace  and  amiable* 
nefs  to  their  manners.  That  poUteneii 
which  flows  from  real  afFe6l:ion  and  humi- 
lity will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  moft 
genuine.  It  may,  indeed,  want  fome  of 
the  exterior  graces  which  arife  from  ele- 
gant attitudes  and  motiona  of  the  body, 
or  from  certain  proprieties  of  voice  and 
language.  But  as  the  eflential  part  of  po- 
Ktenefs  confifls  in  attending  to  thefe  things 
which  may  pleafe  or  be  agrecaUe,  as  fat 
as  is  confident  with  truth  and  integrity  j 
in  avoiding,,  either  in  words  or  in  adlions, 
what  may  hurt  or  offend ;  and  in  laying 
aiide  frivolous  officioufnefs  and  ftudied 
formality:  unfeigned  good-will  and  affec- 
tion will  engage  to  a  more  uniform  and 

effec- 
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efiednal  pradice  of  thefc  things,  than  any  sb:  RM; 
artificial  rules  and  habits  can  poflibly  do.    ' 
It  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that, 
ccnfidering  how  ill-affeded  men  are  fre- 
quently to  one  another,  they  would  be  in- 
fupportable  to  each  other  without  a  portion 
of  that  diilimulatioii,  which  is  a  confider- 
able  ingredient  in  the  falhionable  politenefs 
cf  the  world.     If  men  were  to  fhew,  with- 
out difgiufc,  that  envy  or  contempt,  that 
avcrfion  or  malice,  which,  alas !  they  too 
frequently  have  in  their  hearts^  they  could 
not  poffibly  bear  with    one  another.     It 
ierves,    without   doubt,    to  maintain    the 
peace  and  decency  of  fociety^   that  they 
mutually  a£k  a  part,  though  far  from  th^ 
moft  fincere  one.     Bijit  if  men  would,  ia 
good  earned:,  apply  themfelves  to  the  ex-* 
crcife  of  that  mutual  love  which  Chrifti- 
anity  enjoins^  there  would  furely  be  little 
occafion  for  that  habitual  inftncerity  in  ar^ 
tificial  profeflions  of  good* will  and  humi-* 
iity  which  makes  up  i^  great  a  part  of 
what  is  called  good-manners  or  good-^breed-^ 
iog«     If  love  without  diilimulation   really 
warmed  our  hearts,  it  would  beautify  our 
C  c  2  manners 
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s  F^R  M.  manners  more  efFediially  than  all  artificial 
rules  without  it  can  poffibly  do. 

2.  Further,  in  ihcfecond  place,  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  principle  of  love  will  ap- 
pear, if  we  confider  that  it  is  not  only  a 
moft  amiable,  but  alfo  a  moft  powerful 
one.  And,  indeed,  its  power  is  fo  great 
that  it  is  difficult  to  enumerate  or  defcribe 
all  its  mighty  efFeds«  It  is  an  eftablifhed 
maxim.  That  love  begets  love ;  and  the 
truth  of  this  maxim  is  verified  by  univer- 
fal  experience,-  If  we  fliew  hearty  good- 
will and  affedion  to  thofe  with  whom  we 
converfe,  or  with  whom  we  have  any  in- 
tercourfe,  we  can  fcarce  fail  to  receive  the 
proper  returns  of  good- will  and  kind  dif- 
pofitions  on  their  part.  Love  without  dif- 
fimulation  conquers  every  heart.  Its  em- 
pire is  in  a  manner  univerfal.  Where  it 
is  known  to  be  the  ruling  principle  of  any 
character,  it  will  gain  the  hearts  and  ap- 
plaufes  of  thoufands,  nay  of  millions  of 
mankind,  who  never  faw  the  perfon,  nor 
were  ever  within  the  reach  of  his  beneficence. 
But  the  mighty  power  of  love  appears, 
not  only  in  winning  the  hearts  of  all  men*, 

when 
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when  there  is  no  refiftance  to  be  overcome  s  E  R  M. 

arifing  from  envy,  refentment,  or  any  of       ^^* 

the   malevolent    paffions,    but   it   appears 

more  confpicuoufly   in    triumphing    over 

ill-will,    refentment,    and     malice   of  the 

raoft  confirmed  and   inveterate  kind :  for, 

if  we  really,  and  from  the  bottom  of  our 

hearts,  love  of  our  enemies   (as  our  Saviour 

direds) ;  if  we  blefs  them  that  curfe  us ;  if 

we  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us ;  and  if  we 

pray  for  them  that  defpitefully  uje   us  and 

perfecute  us^  we  will  gradually  foften  and 

melt  their  hearts.     If  we  uniformly  perfe- 

vere  in  returning  good  for  evil,  the  beft 

offices  for   the  worft,  there  is  fcarce  any 

human  creature  fo  hardened  and  obftinatc 

as  not  to  be  mollified  and  even  reconciled 

at  laft.     There  is  only  one  exception  to 

this : — ^When  the  good  man's  meafures  of 

conduct;  and  courfe  of  a<a:ion  continue  to 

oppofe  and  thwart  the  worldly  interefts  and 

ambitious  views  of  his  adverfaries }  in  that 

cafe,  the  fteady  exercife  of  the  pureft  and 

moft  perfed  goodnefs  will  have  no  efFedl* 

This  was  the  ftate  of  things  betwixt  our 

bleffed  Saviour  and  the  rulers  of  the  Jew- 

i(h  nation,  and  was  the  reafon  that  his  ini- 

C  c  3  mitablc 
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spRM.  mitable  and  unconquerable  goodncfs  ha4 
J[^^  no  influence  upon  them.  But  when  thi^ 
is  not  the  cafe,  an  uniform  courfe  of  kind-r 
nefs  and  good  oflSces,  which  carry  demon- 
ftratiorjL  along  with  them,  that  there  are 
no  remains  of  refentment  at  bottom,  of"  no 
other  wrong  principle  operating  within, 
will  fooner  or  later  produce  their  eflfeft,  and 
beget  love  and  efteem. 

We  may  further  add,  as  another  proof 
of  the  mighty  power  of  love,  that  when 
any  one  is  called  to  the  delicate  and  diffi- 
cult offiqe  of  admoniihing  and  reproving 
others  for  their  follies  and  vices,  nothing 
but  the  workings  of  real  alFe<aion  appear- 
ing to  the  full  convidion  of  the  guilty 
perfon  himfelf,  can  reconcile  his  mind  to 
the  reprover,  and  give  real  energy  and 
efficacy  to  what  he  fays.  The  power  of 
love,  in  fuch  cafes,  far  furpaflfes  the  power 
of  the  fined  eloquence*  When  love  mani- 
feftly  didates  the  reproof,  it  will  draw 
tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  profligate  and 
abandoned,  and  even  of  the  hardened  in 
vice  and  profligacy,  and  make  him  con- 
ceive a  higher  degree,  of  aflEe<3:ion  and 
pfleem  for  the  friendly  advifer  than  ever 
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he  had  before.     Sometimes  the  fuccefsful  SERM. 
execution  of  an  ofiice  of  this  kind  proves 
the  commencement   of  a   friendfliip   that 
lafts  through  life. 

We  may  ftill  add  upon  this  head,  that 
it  is  love  which  infpires  the  foul  with  gene* 
rous  and  noble  defigns,  and  with  that  re- 
folution  and  fortitude  which  is  neceflary  to 
execute  them.  Thofe  heroic  actions  which 
are  recorded  in  hiftory,  and  which  we  read 
with  admiration,  have,  for  the  moft  part, 
been  the  efFeds  of  the  love  of  one*8  coun- 
try, of  particular  friendfliip,  or  of  an  ar- 
dent zeal  for  fome  important  interefts  of 
mankind.  Thus  heroifm,  the  trueft  hero- 
ifm,  derives  its  chief  excellence  and  ftrength 
from  the  fpirit  of  love. 

Lqftly.  The  mighty  power  of  love  dis- 
plays itfelf  in  uniting  and  binding  mankind 
together.  A  renowned  leader  in  fcience  or 
in  arts,  a  fuperior  of  diftinguiflied  virtues 
and  talents  in  any  important  department  in 
fociety,  produces  a  wonderful  union  and 
harmony  among  his  admirers  and  adhe- 
rents. The  warm  attachment,  for  inftance, 
of  all  foldiers  to  a  favourite  general,  or  of 
C  c  4  3II 
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s  E  R  M.  all  the  fubjeds  to  a  beloved  prince, — ^what 
.  ^^'  .  good-pwill,  what  unanimity  of  views  does 
it  produce  among  the  foldiers  or  fubjeds  ? 
How  does  it  make  them  forget  their  little 
animofities  and  interfering  interefts,  and 
join  heart  and  hs^nd  in  the  fervice  of  him 
who  is  the  common  objedJ:  of  their  affec- 
tion? In  a  word,  love  is  that  invifible, 
but  mighty,  chain  which  links  mankind 
together  in  a  thoufand  ways.  And  it  is 
by  thefe  aflbciations,  that  their  perfonal 
intercfts,  and  the  intereft  of  the  public,  are 
frequently  promoted  in  the  mod  effedual 
way. 

To  all  which  we  may  add,  that  this 
principle  of  love  fhall  at  laft  demonftratc 
the  whole  extent  of  its  power,  by  uniting 
the  whole  virtuous  and  holy  part  of  man- 
kind into  one  happy  and  glorious  fociety, 
under  the  one  great  Mediator  and  Head, 
Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous.  And  as  he  is 
the  perfedt  image  of  the  invifible  God,  it 
fhall  through  him  unite  them  all  to  the 
great  Parent  of  the  univerfe.  And  thus 
love  (hall  be  the  eternal  and  indiffolvable 
bond  of  union  to  the  whole  im^^orta^ 
empire  of  Jehovah. 
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3.  The  third  and  Icift  proof  of  the  ex-  s  E  R  m. 
cellency  of  the  fpirit  of  love  is,  its  being 
the  fource  of  joy  and  happinefs.     This  is 
a  point    that    needs  no  laboured  illuftra- 
tion   or  proof.     We  need    only  appeal  tp 
every  one's  feeling,  that  loye  is  the  tem- 
per,  nay  the    very   eflence    of'  happinefs* 
Every  fentiment  of  the  human  breaft,  in 
fo  far  as  it  pa,rtakes  of  benignity,    is  hap- 
pinefs ;   and    in  fo  far  as  it  partakes  of  ma- 
lignity, is  mifery.     If  we  had  our  choice 
in  the  manner  of  making  ourfelvps  happy, 
vre  could  not  fix  upon  any  thing  more  ef- 
fectual, than  to  have  our  hearts  overflow- 
ing with  the   warmeft  aflfedion  to  every 
human  creature,  without  the  leaft  tinfturc 
of  any  malevolent   or  difquieting  paflions. 
The  only  thing  further  wanting  to  com- 
plete our  happinefs,  would  be  the  aflurance 
of  the  f^voi^r  of  God  to  fecure  and  perper 
tuate  it.     Let  us  fuppofe  this  attained,  and 
then  try,  if  we  can  p ven  imagipe  a  more 
happy  ftate  than  that  of  a  man  who  dwells 
in  lovCj  who  is  fatisfied  with  his  lot  in  life, 
and  who  rejoices  in  the  divine,  adminiftra- 
tjon.     In  fuch  a  ftate,  furely,   the   mind 
muft  be   open   to  relifh,  with  the  fuUeft 
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S  E  R  M.  pleafure,  all  the  enjoyments  of  life.  And 
it  muft  alfo  be  in  the  beft  difpofition  to  do 
good,  and  to  relieve  the  neceflities,  to  fym- 
pathife  with  the  forrows,  and  to  fliare  in 
the  joys  of  all  mankind. 

Thefe  are  the  natural  and  noble  effefis 
of  the  fpirit  of  love  :  wherever  it  prevails, 
it  renders  the  pofleflbrs  amiable,  powerful, 
and  happy. 

To  conclude,  let  us  not  fatisfy  ourfelves 
with  admiring  and  praifing  the  excellency 
of  this  fpirit ;  but  let  us  be  felicitous  to 
tranfplant  it  into  our  hearts,  and  to  exhibit 
the  blefled  effects  of  it  in  our  lives.  Let  it 
ever  be  our  afliduous  care  to  check  the  firft 
rifings  of  all  the  malevolent  paflions,  and 
to  cherifh  the  firft  motions  of  the  benign 
afFedions. 

Let  us  habitually  lift  up  our  fouls  in 
earneft  prayers  to  Almighty  God,  that  he 
may  kindle  in  our  hearts  the  facred  flame 
of  love  to  himfelf  and  to  mankind,  and 
that  he  may  heighten  and  increafe  it  by 
the  continual  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

In  all  the  intercourfes  of  fociety,  let  us 
Embrace  every  opportunity  that  oflTers,  and 
even  feck  opportunities  of  exercifing  out 
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own  friendly  affedions:  and  let  us  be  SBRM. 
equally  careful  to  extinguifti  the  beginnings 
of  animofity  and  hatred,  and  to  fpread 
)ove  and  friendfhip  among  all  thofe  to 
whom  our  influence  can  any  how  reach^ 
For  if  we  fet  ourfelves  in  earned:  to  do  fo, 
wp  may  be  affured  the  kind  difpofitions 
will  gather  ftrength,  and  will  grow  up  till 
they  gairji  the  afcendency  in  our  fouls.  And 
under  the  dominion  of  thofe  gentle  matters, 
we  fhall  be  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  men,  we 
fliall  be  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God,  we 
(hall  be  happy  in  ourfelves;  we  fhall  be 
ufeful  in  the  world  j  and,  at  our  departure 
hence,  we  fhall  be  fit  to  be  tranflated  into 
thofe  blifsful  regions  of  the  new  heaven, 
and  of  the  new  earth,  where  peace  and 
harmony,  love  and  firiendfhip,  fhall  have 
their  everlafting  abode. 

We  now  proceed  to  offer  a  few  obferva- 
tions  on  the  third  affertion  in  the  text,  vi%. 
That  Cbriftianity  is  the  fpirit  of  a  found 
mind. 

In  entering  upon  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jed,  let  it  be  obfcrvcd,  in  order  to  prevent 
miftakes,  that  two  things  feem  principally 
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SERM.  to  be  comprehended  under  the  notion  of 
i^  ,  foundnefs  of  mind  : — ^that  the  foul  is  fettled 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  freedom  from  the  per- 
turbation and  darkening  influence  of  all 
irregular  paflions,  that  it  is  in  a  capacity 
to  judge  fairly  and  juftly  of  things  accord- 
ing to  truth  and  nature :— and,  farther, 
that  it  can  adhere  with  ftedfaftnefs  to  thefc 
right  judgments,  even  in  the  moft  trying 
fcenes  of  life.  It  will  furely  be  admitted, 
that  it  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  aflfertion 
in  the  text,  that  Chriftianity  gives  us  better 
natural  powers  than  we  would  have  had 
without  it  J  but  only  that  it  aflifts  us  in  the 
free  and  genuine  ufe  of  thofe  powers,  in 
whatever  degree  we  are  pofltfled  of  them. 

Now,  that  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  has 
a  natural  tendency  to  preferve  foundnefs 
of  mind,  and  to  lead  to  wifdom  in  the 
condudt  of  life,  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations : 

Firjl^  That  it  is  one  principal  end  and 
intention  of  Chriftianity  to  eftablifh  fuch 
rational  and  folid  principles  of  religion,  as 
if  followed  out,  would  prevent  or  corred: 
all  fuch  fuperftitious  and  enthufiaftic  no- 
tions as  tend  to  relax   the  obligations   of 
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morality,  and  to  fubftitute  fomething  elfe  s  E  R  M* 
in  their  (lead.  The  conceptions  which  the 
religion  of  Jefus  gives  us  of  the  nature 
and  perfedions  of  God,  as  a  Spirit  pof- 
feiTed  of  all  moral  excellencies,  lead  us  to 
conceive,  that  the  practice  of  thefe  moral 
virtues  which  makes  us  refemble  him,  is 
abfolutely  indifpenfable.  Our  holy  reFw 
gion  not  only  enjoins  us,  in  general  terms, 
to  be  followers,  of-  God  as  dear  children ; 
to  be  boly^  as  God  is  holy ;  perfe£i%^  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  perfect :  but  it  affures 
us  in  the  moil  exprefs  and  folemn  terms, 
that  the  acceptance  and  favour  of  God 
cannot  be  obtained  by  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies, or  any  thing  whatfdever,  without 
holinefs  of  heart  and  life:  Without  holi^ 
nefs  no  manjhaltfee  the  Lardy  is  one  of  its 
fundamental  principles  ;  and  it  is  folemnly 
declared  to  be  the  grand  and  ultimate  end 
of  the  whole  dilpenfation  of  the  Gofpel, 
to  purify  mens  hearts y  and  make  them  v^eaU 
ousfor  good  works.  Our  blefled  Saviour 
ftood  forth,  through  his  whole  life,  an  un- 
daunted champion  for  pure  and .  undefiled 
religion,  for  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith,  in  direft 

oppo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


398  Tie  EMcdiency  bfthe 

s  £  R  M.  qppofkion  to  the  fuperftitious,  endraJ^afttc^ 
^^*  and  corrupt  opinions  of  his  bigotted  couih 
trymen ;  and  it  was  in  fupport  of  this  glo- 
rious caufe  that  he  fuffered  even  to  the 
death.  Whoever  reads  the  Gofpels  vdth 
any  degree  of  attention,  muft  be  convinced 
that  he  labovred,  through  his  whole  life, 
with  the  warmed  and  moft  indefatigable 
zeal  to  root  out  all  fuperftitious  opinioas 
of  every  kind,  and  to  plant  in  their  dead 
the  grand  principle  of  true  religion.  That 
there  can  be  no  acceptiance  with  God,  no 
evidence  of  a  title  to  future  felicity,  with- 
out a  life  of  good  works  proceeding  from  a 
good  heart*  Whoever  therefore  imagines 
that  Chriftianity  encourages  or  promoted 
fuperftition,  or  fubftitutes  any  thing  what- 
ibever  inftead  of  real  hofinefs  or  virtue, 
muft  either  be  grofsly  ignorant  of  what  it 
is,  or  muft  be  prejudiced  againft  it  to  an 
aftoniftiing  degree. 

Now,  it  is  extremely  obvious,  that  if 
diis  one  momentous  and  capital  principle 
of  our  religion.  That,  vrithout  holinefs, 
no  maa  {hall  fee  the  Lord,  were  firmly 
eftablifhed  in  the  minds  of  men,  k  would 
have  a  imghty  influence  on  the  whofe  fyftem 
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of  their  opinioas^  and  on  the  whole  cx^du^a  s  E  R  M- 
of  their  lives.  This  fingle  principle  ope-  ^  '  . 
rating  with  its  full  power,  and  to  its  whole 
extent,  would  root  out  multitudes  of  foolifh, 
trifling,  and  pernicious  opinions ;  it  would 
corredl  innumerable  weaknefles  and  follies ; 
and  would  be  a  chief  mean  of  ftrengthen- 
ing  and  pcrfediog  human  reafon  itfelf*  The 
eflfe£ts  of  it  on  life  would  be  no  lefs  Cgnal. 
It  would  fix  men  at  once  in  a  right  choice 
as  to  the  great  ends  of  life,  and  as  to  the 
means  of  accompliihing  them.  No  ends 
could  be  propoled,  or  means  employed, 
but  fuch  as  the  ftridkeft  virtue  and  pureft 
religion  would  approve  and  recommend. 
The  fjpirit  of  the  Gofpel  is  therefore  favour- 
sUe  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  to  found- 
nefs  of  mind  and  wifdom  of  cpndud. 

Again ;,  let  it  be  obferved,  in  ihtfccond 
(dace,  that  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  has  a 
powerful  tendency  to  mortify  and  fubdue 
all  thofe  irregidar  pafSons,  which  prove  the 
chief  hindrances  to  the  befl:  exercife  of  our 
rational  powers. 

Every  one  who  has  given  the  leaft  atten- 

tention  to  human  life,  muft  have  obferved, 

that  the  tafte  for  the  affluence  and  riches, 
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SERM.  for  the  power  and  dignity,  and  for  the 
fplendid  accommodations  and  elegancies  of 
life,  rifes  frequently  to  fuch  an  immoderate 
height,  that  it  makes  men  lofc  fight  of  the 
true  dignity  of  human  nature,  and  engages 
them  in  the  purfuit  of  thefe  perifhing  ob- 
je£ts  with  as  great  ardour  as  if  the  poflef- 
fion  and  enjoyment  of  them  conftituted 
.  their  chief  happinefs  and  glory.  That  ve- 
hement paffions  of  this  kitid  darken  mens 
underftandings,  enfeeble  their  moral  fenti- 
ments,  and  lead  them  to  form  a  thoufand 
falfe  judgments  and  wrong  eftimates  con- 
cerning the  real  worth  of  things,  is  abund- 
antly evident  from  daily  experience  and 
dbfervation.  And  when  thefe  worldly  paf- 
fions gain  an  afcendency  in  the  minds  of 
fuch  men  as  are  at  the  fame  time  under  the 
full  dominion  of  felf-love,  of  pride  and  am- 
bition, they  not  only  difturb  and  blind 
their  underftandings;  but,  if  they  happen 
to  meet  with  unexpeded  and  fevere  difap- 
pointments  and  mortifications,  they  fome- 
times  rife  to  fuch  a  height  of  violence  as 
terminates  in  total  diftradion  and  madnefs 
in  its  moft  frightful  forms. 
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The  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  is  the  moft  SERNf. 
Statural  and  effeftual  remedy  againft  the  ^  j^; 
excefles  of  all  fuch  paffions.  For  it  is  ma- 
nifeftly  the  defign  of  this  divine  inftitu- 
tion,  to  raife  the  minds  of  men  to  a  ftrong 
and  commanding  fenfe  of  the  excellence  of 
virtue  in  itfelf,  and  to  a  lively  faith  of  the 
glorious  rewards  awaiting  it  in  a  future 
ilate.  It  is  a  fundamental  maxim  of  the 
morality  of  the  Gofpel,  That  the  chief 
happinefs  and  chief  glory  of  human  nature 
lie  in  the  virtuous  endowments  and  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  heart,  and  not  in  worldly 
poffeflSons  or  enjoyments  of  any  kind. 
Whoever  therefore  has  imbibed  the  fpirit 
of  this  religion,  will  have  his  fupreme  affec- 
tions fet  on  the  things  which  are  above,  on 
fpiritual  and  eternal  obje£ts :  The  effed  of 
which  muft  neceffarily  be,  that  the  love  of 
inferior  and  earthly  objedls  will  abate,  and 
ceafe  to  maintain  the  empire  in  his  fouU 
Wt  cannot  ferve  two  majlers :  we  cannot 
ferve  God  and  Mammon.  In  fo  far,  there- 
fore, as  men  are  really  under  the  influence 
of  Chriftian  principles,  thofe  irregular  paf- 
fions, w^hich  darken  their  underftandings, 
which  weaken  their  moral  powers,  and  in- 
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s  E  R  M.  capacitate  them  for  forming  right  judgments 
^^*  with  regard  to  the  true  ends  and  true  hap- 
pinefs  of  life,  will  be  fubdued  and  morti- 
fied. And  when  the  obftru£tions  from 
thefc  paflions  are  removed,  the  nobler  fa- 
culties of  the  mind  will  exert  themfelve^ 
with  vigour,  and  govern  the  life  according 
to  the  didates  of  truth  and  wifdom. 

Thefe  happy  effeds  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel,  in  keeping  all  the  pafCons  within 
fiich  bounds  as  not  to  ftop  or  difturb  the 
proper  exercife  of  the  finer  powers,  may 
have  been  of  unfpeakable  benefit  to  the 
human  race  in  former  ages,  and  may  con- 
tinue to  be  fo,  till  the  confummation  of  alf 
things.  The  minds  of  thoufands  may  have 
been  eftablifhed  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  modera- 
tion and  felf- government,  as  has  prevented 
their  paflions  from  rifing  to  fuch  hurtful  or 
fuch  fatal  excefles,  as  their  natural  degree 
of  flrength  might  have  occafioned,  if  they 
had  not  been  mellowed  and  fubdued  by  the 
facred  and  powerful  influence  of  the  Gofpel. 
And  if  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  fhould  more 
and  more  prevail,  as  there  is  good  ground 
to  hope,  thefe  blefTed  effects  will  alfo  more 
and  more  increafe.     At  the  fame  time  it  is 
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to  be  feared,  that  many  perfons  in  Chriftian  s  E  R  M. 
countries  makefo  little  improvement  of  their 
fpiritual  advantages,  that  they  fuffer  their 
pride,  their  ambition,  their  revenge,  and 
worldly  lufts  to  hurry  them  on  to  the  fame 
heights  of  madnefs,  as  if  they  had  never  heard 
of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Whcn,iadeed,that 
moft  deplorable  ftate  of  human  nature,  total 
phrenfy,  takes  its  rife  from  fome  ftrange 
difordcrs  in  the  animal  frame,  without  any 
aid  from  ungovernable  paffions,  Chriftianity 
can  have  no  influence  to  prevent  or  cure  it, 
at  leaft  in  any  other  way  than  as  it  enjoins 
us,  to  mortify  the  Jkjby  to  bring  the  body 
under ^  and  keep  it  in  fubjeElion. 

It  was  obferved  above,  that  ftrong  felf- 
love  and  pride  have  a  great  influence  ia 
raifmg  the  worldly  paflSons  to  an  immode- 
rate height.  It  is  worthy  of  particular  at- 
tention that  the  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  inter- 
pofes  its  friendly  aid  here  alfo,  by  forming 
men  to  fober  and  lowly  thoughts  of  them- 
felves.  The  maxim  and  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel  fliow  fufiiciently,  that  humility  is  an 
important  and  eflfential  part  of  the  Chrif- 
tian difpofition.  Thus  the  ApoflJe  exhorts, 
I  fay  unto  every  man  that  is  among  you^  not 
Dd  2  to 
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S  E  R  M.  to  think  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought 
to  tbinky  but  to  think  faberly.  Rom.  xii.  13. 
This  fobriety  of  mind,  though  perhaps  it 
cannot  be 'reckoned  a  diftin^l  virtue  from 
all  others,  is  yet  a  diftinguiftiing  part  of  a 
right  ftate  of  mind,  and  is  the  beft  ground- 
work on  which  the  fuperftrudure  of  a  vir- 
tuous charader  can  be  raifed.  Mark  the 
perfon  that  is  void  of  this  fober  fenfe  of 
himfelf,  and  you  muft  be  very  undifcern- 
ing  in  charadiers,  if  you  do  not  perceive  in 
him  many  foibles  at  leaft,  if  not  many  vices. 
The  chief  ingredients  of  this  fobriety  of 
mind  are  thefe  two :  humility,  and  equity  of 
difpofition. 

Thofe  who  retain  an  habitual  fenfe  of 
their  conftant  dependence  on  Divine  Provi- 
dence, of  their  utter  infufficiency  for  their 
iDwn  happinefs,  of  their  manifold  imperfec- 
tions, and  of  their  accountablenefs  to  God 
for  their  whole  behaviour,  cannot  be  high- 
minded.  Such  perfons  will  not  difcover  a 
propenfity  to  compare  themfelves  only  with 
thofe  who  are  their  inferiors  in  natural 
powers,  acquired  accomplifhments,  and  mo- 
ral attainments,  that  they  may  feed  their 
vanity  with  their  own  real  or  fancied  fupe- 

riority. 
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riority.     They  will  rather  be  difpofed  to   SERM, 
compare  themfelves  with   thofe   who   are 
their  fuperiors  in  all  thefe  refjpedls ;  and,  not 
even  fatisfied  with  this,  they  will  chufe  to 
meafure  their  attainments  by  that  ftandard 
of  moral  perfedion  which  is  planted  in  their 
own  bofoms,  and  which  is  clearly  difplayed 
in  the  purity  and  perfection  of  the  Divine 
law,     Thefe  comparative  views  will  foon 
make  them  fenfible  how  little  caufe  they 
have  for  indulging  themfelves  in  vain,  felf- 
complacent,  and  felf-important  imaginations. 
On  the  contrary,  thefe  fober  views  of  things 
will  infpire  them  with  fentiments  of  ge* 
nuine   humility.     Inftead   of  entertaining 
felf-magnifying   thoughts,  they   will    feel 
pious  regret  upon  the  account  of  their  be- 
ing ftill  fo  far  (hort  of  the  ftandard  of  mo- 
ral excellence;  they  will  feel  the  deepeft 
forrow  when  they  refled  on  thofe  manifold 
failings  and  infirmities  of  which  they  are 
ftill  confcious ;  and,  under  thefe  humbling 
views,    they    will    earneftly    implore    the 
mercy   and   forgivenefs  of  God  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  through  whom  they  hope  to  receive 
the  atonement. 

D  d  3  It 
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s  E  R  M.  It  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one,  on  the 
leaft  refledion,  that  the  humble  ftate  of 
mindjuft  now  defcribed,  will  be  a  perpetual 
reftraint  on  thofe  boilings  of  refentment, 
thofe  pangs  of  pride  and  ambition,  and 
thofe  florid  imaginations  about  worldly  hap- 
pinefs,  which  ftrangely  blind  the  under- 
Handing,  and  occafion  the  grofleft  depar- 
tures from  rational  judgments  and  wife 
conduft. 

Again,  equity  and  fairnefs  of  mind  is  alfo 
a  great  fecurity  againft  wrong  judgments 
and  wrong  conduct  in  the  affairs  of  Hfe. 
Obferve  a  man  under  the  dominion  of  felf- 
love,  felf-will,  and  felf-intereft,  and  you 
will  fee  him  form  judgments  fo  manifeftly 
and  reproachfully  partial,  as  muft  aftonifli 
every  impartial  fpedator.  On  the  other 
hand,  obferve  a  man  of  a  fair  and  equitable 
idifpofition,  and  you  fhall  fee  him  give  judg- 
ment with  readinefs  and  alacrity  againft  his 
own  intereft,  when  juftice  or  equity  re- 
quires it.  In  the  language  of  Sacred  Writ, 
He  fweareth  to  his  own  hurt^  and  changetb 
not.  That  humility  and  equity  are  funda- 
mental virtues  in  the  Chriftian  fcheme  of 

morality, 
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morality,  will  not   be  called  in  queftion,  serm. 
The  Spirit  of  Chriftianity,  therefore,  muft  ^  J^ 
be  acknowledged  to  be  conducive,  ift  a  re- 
markable manner,  to  foundnefs  of  mind, 
and  to  improvement  in  real  wifdom. 

We  fhall  only  add,  in  the  third  place, 
that  the  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  produces  a 
pleafmg  compofure  and  ferenity  of  foul, 
which  has  the  moft  friendly  influence  on  the 
beft  exercife  of  our  rational  faculties. 

The  real  Chriftian  is  not  only  delivered 
from  the  tumult  of  impetuous  paffions,  but 
he  is  folaced  with  profpeds  and  hopes  of 
the  moft  comfortable  and  peaceful  kind* 
In  this  ftatc  of  tranquillity  and  peace,  he 
has  the  full  command  of  all  his  faculties, 
and  can  exercife  them  to  the  beft  purpofes, 
and  in  the  beft  manner.  Every  one's  own 
experience  aflures  him,  that  whatever  dif- 
turbs  his  mind,  darkens  and  enfeebles  it ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  whatever  compofes 
his  mind,  brightens  and  invigorates  it* 
Every  one's  obfervation  either  on  himfelf 
or  others,  informs  him  alfo,  that  deliberate 
forethought,  found  judgments,  and  wife 
purpofes,  cannot  dwell  amidft  hurry  and 
confufionj  and  that  they  are  only  to  be 
D  d  4  found 
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5  E  R  M.  found  in  the  habitations  of  order,  quietncft, 
^nd  peace.  As  the  eye,  in  a  ferene  and 
unclouded  fky^  fees  every  objedi  within  its 
reach  in  the  moft  diftin£t  manner ;  fo  the 
mind  fees  every  thing  clearly  when  it  is 
free  from  the  perturbations  of  paffion,  and 
the  difquietudes  of  care  and  anxiety.  Thus 
it  appears  that  the  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  is 
conducive,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  to  found- 
jiefs  of  mind,  and  wifdom  of  condudl. 

What  an  admirable  thing  then  is  the  re- 
ligion of  Jefus,  whichj^  while  it  makes  us 
wj/e  unto  falvation^  makes  us  alfo  wife  as  t9 
this  worlds  fo  far  as  our  natural  faculties 
are  capable  ? 

All  that  has  been  faid  of  the  excellency 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpelhas  been  confined 
to  the  three  ingredients  of  it  mentioned  in 
the  text.  But  if  we  were  to  difplay  the 
Gofpel  morality  in  its  full  extent,  as  com-? 
prehendlng  piety,  purity,  equity,  humility, 
and  the  whole  train  of  Chriftian  virtues, 
many  new  and  ftriking  excellencies  would 
rife  up  to  our  view.  And  if  we  were  to 
add  to  the  Divine  morality  of  the  Gofpel 
^  delineation  of  its  peculiar  dodrines,  and  of 
(heir  excellence    and   fuitablenefs  to  the 
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wants  and  exigencies  of  mankind  in  their  s  e  R  M- 
prefent  ftate,  we  would  clearly  difcern  that       ^^' 
it  was  juftly  proclaimed  by  the  angel  at 
our  Saviour's  birth,  to  be  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy  which  Jhall  be  to  all  people. 

If  we  were,  for  inftance,  to  fhew  that 
the  Gofpel  is  light  to  thofe  who  were  fit- 
ting in  darknefsj  that  it  is  pardon  to  the 
guilty ;  that  it  is  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  purify  and  fandlify  thofe  who 
groan  under  corruption  and  a  body  of  finj 
and  that  it  gives  the  aflured  profpedl:  of  an 
immortal  life  in  a  glorious  refurredion-ftate 
to  thofe,  who,  through  fear  of  death,  would 
be  all  their  life  fubjedl  to  bondage ;  were 
we,  I  fay,  to  paint  Chriftianity  in  thefe  in-^ 
terefting  lights,  we  would  clearly  fee  that  it 
is  worthy  of  all  acceptation^  and  that  it  is  the 
only  fource  of  confolation  to  the  heart  of 
man,  which  can  never  fail  him  in  any  cir- 
cumftances  or  fituation  of  life,  or  at  the 
fipproaches  of  death  and  diffolution  itfelf. 

To  which  I  might  ftill  add,  that  if  we 
were  to  compare  the  Gofpel,  both  as  to  its 
dodkrines  and  as  to  its  morals,  with  the 
moft  admired  fchemes  of  ancient  heathen 
jijoraliftsj  its  fuperior  excellence,  in  both  re-- 
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s  E  R  M.  fpects,  would  appear  in  the  inoft  convincing 
light.  But  as  there  is  not  room  for  treat- 
ing thefe  important  topics  in  one  difcourfc, 
we  Ihall  conclude  with  a  few  brief  reflec- 
tions on  what  hath  been  faid. 


1.  Then,  has  the  Gofpel  a  manifeft  ten- 
dency to  form  men  to  the  moil  amiable,  the 
TOoft  excellent,  and  moft  ufefuldifpofitions? 
It  muft  be  total  inattention,  want  of  dif- 
cernment,  or  want  of  tafte  for  excellence, 
even  of  the  higheft  order,  that  can  make 
any  man  infenfiible  of  its  worth  and  excel- 
lence. Thofe  therefore  who  employ  their 
time  and  talents  to  depreciate  this  excellent 
and  ufeful  inftitution,  and  to  bring  it  into 
contempt,  cannot  be  deemed  true  friends 
to  mankind  and  to  the  moft  important  in- 
terefts  of  human  fociety. 

2.  If  the  Gofpel  is  really  fo  excellent, 
and  fo  ufeful,  as  has  been  faid,  let  us  be- 
ware of  entertaining  prejudices  againft  it. 
Let  none  deceive  themfelves  with  an  opi- 
nion, that  prejudices  are  harmlefs  and  in- 
nocent, or  at  leaft  that  they  cannot  be 
criminal  in  any  confiderable  degree.  Let 
none  imagine,  that  that  liberty  of  thinking, 
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which  18  the  unalienable  right  of  mankind,  8  E  R  M. 
intitles  them  to  think  and^to  believe  as  they 
pleafe,  and  whatever  they  pleafe.  On  ttie 
contrary,  every  one  of  us  ought  to  reflect 
with  the  utmoft  ferioufnefs  on  the  facred 
obligations  we  are  under  to  exercife  our 
iinderftandings  impartially  in  the  fearch  of 
truth,  and  to  judge  according  to  the  evi- 
dence which  God  hath  laid  before  us. 

It  is  true,  that  we  are  not  accountable  to 
any  human  jurifdidion  for  our  thoughts, 
and  the  ufe  or  improvement  we  make  of 
our  underftandings.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  is  equally  true,  that  we  are  as  really  ac- 
countable to  God  for  our  ways  of  think* 
ing,  as  for  our  ways  of  ading.  There  will 
be  a  mighty  difference  found  at  the  Divine 
tribunal,  betwixt  liberty  of  thinking  and  li- 
centioufncfs  of  thinking,  betwixt  judgments 
formed  from  the  juft  exercife  of  our  ra- 
tional powers,  and  thofe  which  have  been 
formed  under  the  influence  of  worldly  and 
felfiih  paffions.  Nothing  can  be  more  equi- 
table than  that  thofe,  who,  through  cor- 
rupt paffions,  have  fhut  their  eyes  againfl: 
the  light,  which  would  have  direded  their 

fteps,  comforted  their  hearts,  and  led  them 
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SBRM.  in  the  path  of  life,  fhould  fuffer  all  the 
confequences  of  their  own  wilful  conduct. 
He  who  is  the  truth  hath  aiflured  us,  that 
it  ftiall  be  the  ground  and  caufe  of  the  corv- 
demnation  of  many,  that  they  have  loved 
darknefs  rather  than  light y  hecaufe  their  deeds 
have  been  evil. 

To  conclude,  Let  us  make  the  various 
excellencies  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel  the 
frequent  and  favourite  fubjefl:  of  our  moft 
retired  and  ferious  meditation.  And  in 
thefe  hourg  of  retirement,  let  us  lay  our 
hearts  fully  open  to  the  impreflions  which 
the  contemplation  of  its  Excellence  will  na- 
turally make  upon  us.  The  minds  of  moft 
men  are  fufceptible  of  impreflions  from 
moral  Excellence.  And  when  we  perceive 
that  a  very  high  degree  of  it  fhines  through 
the  whole  Gofpel,  we  will  be  difpofed  to 
hearken  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality  to 
the  many  other  ftriking  proofs  of  its  truth 
and  divinity.  And  as  our  hearts  are  more 
aqd  more  fmitten  with  the  love  of  truth 
and  virtue,  prejudices  will  vanifh,  and  our 
faith  in  the  divine  miflion  of  Jefus  will  be 
gradually  confirmed,  ////  voe  are  filled  with 
peace  and  joy  in  believing.    Amen^ 
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SERMON     X. 

On  the  Obligation  and  Reafonablenefs  of 
Public  Worfliip, 

Preached  in  tbe  College  Chapel,  OAob'er  14,  1770. 


Heb,  X.  24,  25. 

And  let  us  conftder  one  another^  to  provoke 
unto  love  and  to  good  works :  notforfaking 
the  ajfembltng  of  ourf elves  together^  as  tbe 
manner  of  fome  is;  but  exhorting  one 
another. 

AMONG  the  clrcumftances  which  dif-  S  E  R  M* 
tinguifh  one  age  from  another,  none 
are  more  ftriking  than  the  particular  vices 
and  follies  which  are  predominant,  or  the 
particular  virtues  and  laudable  practices 
which  are  unfafhionable  in  it. — ^That  an 
unhappy  indifference  to  religion,  or  at  leaft 
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SERM.  to  the  public  ofBces  of  it,  marks  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  prefent  age,  will  bear  no  de- 
nial. It  is  not  however  meant  to  brand  the 
prefent  generation  as  more  degenerate  in 
all  refpefts  than  their  forefathers.  On  the 
contrary,  it  may  be  deemed  a  peculiar  blef- 
fing,  to  live  in  an  age  fo  much  enlightened 
as  the  prefent  with  every  kind  of  know- 
ledge. Never,  perhaps,  fmce  the  Apoftles 
days  were  religions  principles  better  un- 
derftood.  And,  blefled  be  God,  that  nar- 
rownefs  of  mind,  thofe  four  difpofitions, 
that  bitter  fpirit  of  perlecution  and  deadly 
hatred  on  account  of  mere  difference  of 
fentiments  in  religious  difputes,  which 
have  been  the  difgrace  and  plague  of  for- 
mer ages^  are  now  greatly  abated,  and,  in 
fomc  meafure,  put  out  of  countenance. 
Thofe  gloomy  notions  of  religion  too, 
which  threw  a  dark  veil  over  its  natural 
beauty,  or  made  it  a  feries  of  forrow,  are 
now  exchanged  for  more  juft  and  more 
comfortable  profpedls. 

This  much,  and  mor?  may  in  truth  be 

faid  in  favour  of  the  prefent  age.     But  is 

there  not  reafon  to  fear,  as  it  too  frequently 

happens,  that  we  have  run  from  one  ex- 
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treme  into  another  I  In  the  room  of  the  bi- 
gotry and  gloom  of  our  anceftors,  we  hav^ 
funk  into  a  {hameful  indifFerence  to  divine 
things.  They  laid  perhaps  too  much  ftreft 
on  the  external  offices  of  religion.  Wc 
feem  inclined  to  look  upon  them  with  dif* 
regard,  if  not  with  contempt.  But  furely 
we  ought  to  confider,  that,  if  the  means  of 
religion  arc  negleded,  religion  itfelf  muft 
languifh :  and  where  religion  is  gone,  vir- 
tue wants  its  nobleft  and  beil  fupport^  and 
muft  ficken  and  die. 

It  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  facred 
writer,  in  the  words  I  have  read,  to  re- 
commend to  all  Chriftians  a  regular  and 
habitual  attendance  upon  their  religious 
affemblies,  for  the  purpofes  of  public  wor- 
ihip  and  inftrud;ion.  He  plainly  blames 
thofc  who  deferted  the  Chriftian  affemblies, 
as  was  the  manner  of  fome  even  in  his 
days.  In  our  days,  the  number  of  fuch 
is  greatly  encreafed.  It  is  hoped,  there- 
fore, it  may  not  be  improper  or  unrea- 
fonable,  at  our  firft  facred  affembly  after 
the  vacation,  to  enforce  this  apoftolical  ex- 
hortation by  attempting, 
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I.  To  fliew  the  reafonablenefs  and  ad-* 
vantages  of  regular  attendance  on  Public 
Wbrfhip  and  inftrudbion  in  our  Weekly 
Chriflian  aflemblies.     And 

II.  To  make  fome  application  of  what 
may  be  faid  to  ourfelves,  as  an  audience 
chiefly  compofed  of  Matters  and  Scholars. 

I.  In  order  to  be  convinced  that  the 
worfhipping  of  God^  in  a  public  and  focial 
manner,  is  a  reafonable  pradice,  let  us  firft 
confider,  That  mankind  appear  evidently 
to  be  intended  for  paying  homage  to  their 
Creator.  We  riot  only  claim  to  be  diftin- 
guifhcd  from  the  brute  creation,  but  we 
boaft  that  we  are  a  more  dignified  rank  of 
creatures.  Now,  one  principal  part  of  this 
elevation,  of  this  fuperior  dignity,  confifts 
in  our  capacity  of  knowing,  praifing,  and 
obeying  the  great  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  in  rejoicing  that  we  are  under  his  all- 
perfedl  government.  It  is  certainly  a  mo- 
mentous and  intereftipg  confideration, 
that,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  lower 
world,  man  is  the  only  creature  who  can 
contemplate  the  grandeur,  the  beauty,  the 
order  and  harmony  of  the  univerfe;  he 
alone  can  trace  out  the  perfections  of  the 

great 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  Public  Worjhip.  417 

great  God  in  his  worics :  he  alone  is  en-  8  E  r  m. 
dowed  with  faculties  which  qualify  him  to  \^J^ 
raife  his  thoughts  above  vifible  things,  to 
adore  the  invifible  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  rejoice  in  the  pcrfuafion  of  his  bound- 
lefs  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs.  With^ 
out  man,  all  thefe  aftonifhing  fcenes  which 
we  behold  around  us,  would  have  been 
difplayed  in  vain,  as  to  any  inhabitant  of 
this  earth.  Man,  therefore,  as  he  only  is 
capable  of  beings  feems  intended  to  be  the 
high-prieft  of  nature,  and  is  placed  in  this 
magnificent  temple  of  God,  that  he  may 
offer  up  the  incenfe  of  thanks  and  praife 
for  himfelf,  and  for  the  brute,  and  infen- 
fible  part  of  the  Creation. 

Thefe,  and  many  other  refledions,  whi^h 
might  have  been  added,  make  it  evident 
that  man  is  capable  of  devotion,  and  de- 
(igned  for  the  a£ts  and  exercifes  of  it.  All 
thofe  perfons,  therefore,  who  negled:  and 
contemn  religion,  contemn  what  is  the 
chief  glory  of  human  nature.  For  man's 
capacity  to  know  and  rejoice  in  God  is  the 
noWeft  diftindlion  and  perfeftion  of  his 
nature,  and  was  never  intended  to  lie  ufe- 
lefs  or  unemployed.     And  thofe  philofo- 
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SERM.  phers  alfo,  who  take  no  notice  of  man*8 
J  capacity  for  religion,  and  of  his  propenfion 
towards  it,  in  their  delineations  of  human 
nature,  omit  one  of  its  moft  important 
and  moft  ftriking  features.  For  it  is  from 
a  connection  with  the  religious  principle  in 
our  nature,  that  many  other  paits  of  our 
internal  frame  derive  their  chief  excellence 
and  ufefulnefs,  particularly  confcience. — But 
to  proceed. 

Mankind,  not  only  as  individuals^  but  as 
focial  creatures^  are  plainly  formed  for  fo- 
cial  worfhip,  or  the  joint  adoration  of  their 
common  Creator  and  continual  BenefaSor. 
It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  that  it  is  natural 
to  mankind  to  communicate  their  thoughts, 
'fentiments,  and  feelings  to  one  another  on 
all  other  fubjedts  ;  and  furely  it  will  not  be 
alleged  that  our  devotional  fentiments  are 
the  only  ones  that  fhould  be  concealed. 
Indeed,  we  are  fo  formed,  that  our  feelings 
of  the  devout  kind  difcover  themfelves  in 
a  very  vifible  manner,  in  our  countenance 
and  gefture,  even  when  there  is  no  direA 
intention  to  communicate  them.  We  can 
fcarcely  therefore  entertain  the  leaft  doubt, 
that  one  great  purpofe  of  mankind's  being 
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placed  in  fociety,  with  a  power  of  impart-  s  E  R  M. 
ing  their  thoughts  and  fentiments,  not  only 
by  words,  but  by  the  expreflions  of  the 
countenance,  was,  that  they  might  excite 
and  quicken  in  one  another's  hearts  juft 
fentiments  of  reverence,  love,  and  grati- 
tude to  the  great  Father  of  all. 

Befides,  the  Propenfity  of  mankind  to 
feek  after  Society,  and  their  Experience  of 
benefits  derived  from  it  in  all  their  other 
affairs,  plainly  fhew  the  natural  obligation 
which  lies  upon  them  to  aflbciate  for  reli- 
gious purpofes^  Wherever  therefore  men 
are  brought  together  into  focieties  for  other 
valuable  purpofes,  there  is  a  fitnefs  and 
propriety  in  their  being  jointly  exercifed 
in  grateful  acknowledgments  to  their  com- 
mon Parent,  and  in  joint  earneft  petitions 
to  the  Author  of  all  their  blcffings,  for  the 
continuance  of  the  favour  of  his  provi- 
dence: for  as  there  are  in  fuch  focieties 
common  bleflings  and  common  wants,  the 
juft  fenfe  of  thefe  will  be  moft  properly 
manifefted  by  joint  acknowledgments  and 
joint  fupplications  to  the  great  Author  and 
Benefa^r  of  the  world. 
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To  which  it  may  be  added,  That  this 
has  been  the  fenfe  oi  men  in  all  ages  and 
in  all  nations^  who  have  been  fo  far  civil- 
ized as  to  be  raifed  above  the  favage  life. 
Public  thankfgivings  and  fupplications  have 
been  appointed  in  all  governments  in  the 
world,  at  leaft  on  extraordinary  occafions. 
The  public  forms  of  worfhip  eftablifhed  in 
all  nations,  and  the  facred  rites  publicly 
performed,  declare  fufficiently,  that  it  has 
been  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  mankind,  that 
public  adoration  and  acknowledgments  are 
due  to  the  Deity. 

And  it  is  further  to  be  obferved,  not 
only  as  a  confirmation  of  all  the  preceding 
reafonings,  but  as  what  may  be  fufficient 
to  all  Chriftians,  independent  of  therii, 
that  public  worfhip  is  exprefsly  enjoined 
by  the  authority  of  Divine  Revelation. 
The  inftitution  of  the  fabbath  in  the  ear- 
lieft  ages  of  the  world  is  taken  notice  of 
in  facred  hiftory  :  that  the  feventh  day  of 
the  week  was  fet  apart  and  cohfecrated  to 
facred  purpofes  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfa- 
tion  is  well  known  to  every  one.  And 
that  the  Chriftian  religion  enjoins  its  vo- 
taries 
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taries  to  malfe  a  public  profeffion  of  it,  serm. 
18  perfedly  evident.  We  are  required, 
Rom.  X,  9.  if  we  would  have  an  intereft 
in  the  promifed  falvation,  not  only  to  be^ 
licve  in  our  hearts  that  God  raifed  Jefus 
Chrift  from  the  dead,  but  to  confcfs  this 
wifh  our  mouths  :  and  our  Saviour  himfelf 
has  affured  us.  Matt.  x.  32,  2;^.  That  who- 
foever  Jball  confefs  him  before  merty  him  will 
he  confefs  before  his  Father  who  is  in  hea- 
ven ;  and  that  whofoever  fhall  deny  him 
before  men,  him  will  he  alfo  deny  before 
his  Father  in  heaven.  That  Chriftianity 
was  publicly  profefled  in  worfhipping  af- 
femblies,  from  the  times  of  the  apoftles 
downwards  to  the  prefent  times,  is  an  hifto*. 
rical  fa<3:  concerning  which  there  can  be 
po  doubt.  The  apoftle,  in  the  verfes  be- 
fore tbe  text,  exhorts  the  Chriftians  tp 
whom  he  was  writing,  to  holdfaji  the  pro-^ 
fejfion  of  their  faith  without  wavering ;  for 
be  is  faithful  that  hath  promifed  i  and  to 
conjider  one  '  another ^  to  provoke  unto  love 
and  good  works ;  notforfaking  the  ajfembling 
of  themfelves  together.  So  far  have  we 
fpoken  as  to  the  obligations  to  Public 
Worfhip, 
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SERM.       II.   Let   us  now  turn  our  attention  to 
the  advantages  and  ufefulnefs  of  it. 

On  this  head  it  is  very  obvious,  that 
regular  attendance  upon  Public  Worfhip  and 
public  inftruftion,  is  one  of  the  moft  na- 
tural means  that  can  be  ufed  to  preferve  a 
fenfe  of  God,  and  of  the  obligations  of  re- 
ligion and  morality  on  the  minds  of  man- 
kind. All  devout  afFedtions  and  difpo-i- 
fitions  are  cherifhed  and  ftrengthened  by 
repeated  ads  and  exercifes :  fo  that  every 
ad  of  worfhip,  even  in  private,  contributes 
to  promote  a  devout  temper  of  mind.  Pub- 
lic Worfhip  is  adapted  to  produce  flronger 
emotions :  for  all  our  paffions  work  more 
flrongly  in  fociety  than  in  folitude.  When 
we  obferve  the  native  marks  and  fymptoms 
of  devotion  in  others  about  us,  our  own 
devotion  is  heightened  and  prolonged.  A 
ftrong  paffion  of  any  kind,  prevailing 
among  multitudes,  fpreads  itfelf  and  patches 
the  fpedators.  Thus  focial  devotion  has  a 
tendency  to  difFufe  a  fenfe  of  religion  and 
religious  obligations  upon  all,  who  in  any 
way  or  with  any  view  are  prefent  at  it. 
Since,  then,  it  is  the  tendency  of  focial 
worfhip   to  give   additional  force   to  our 
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devout  affedions,  and  to  fpread  them  SERM 
among  others,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that 
joint  acknowledgments  of  our  dependance 
on  God,  and  of  our  fubjedion  to  his  holy 
authority,  together  with  joint  thankfgivings 
for  the  manifold  bleflings  we  enjoy  in  com- 
mon, when  made  with  folemnity  and  ear-* 
neftnefs,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  en»- 
creafe  and  flrengthen  our  pious  difpofitions, 
and  thus  habitually  imprefs  our  minds  with 
a  deep  fenfe  of  all  moral  and  religious  obli- 
gations^ 

But  further :  As  Public  Worfhip  is  fitted 
to  imprefs  the  minds  of  hundreds  or  thou- 
fands  at  once  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  their 
fubjedion  to  the  authority  of  God,  and  of 
their  obligations  to  do  his  will,  fojt  is  alfo 
fuited  to  unite  men  clofely  in  love  and  af- 
fedion  to  one  another ;  and  confequently 
has  a  great  influence  towards  maintaining 
peace,  good- will,  and  friendfhip  among 
them ;  and  thus  engaging  them  to  a  ready 
performance  of  the  duties  which  they  owe 
as  members  of  fociety,  and  as  ftanding  ii) 
particular  relations  to  one  another.  No- 
thing indeed  is  better  adapted  to  refine 
and  flrengthen  all  focial  affedions  than  fo- 
£  e  4  cial 
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cial  worfliip.  The  fincere  wprfhipper  of 
God  is  called^  by  the  precepts  of  Chriftir 
anity,  to  fupprefs  in  his  bread  all  the  rir 
lings  of  unfriendly  and  malevolent  pailions 
when  he  approaches  to  God  in  aifis  of 
worfhip.  If  he  would  hope  to  be  an  ac- 
iceptable  worfhipper  of  that  God  who  is 
love  and  dwells  in  love,  he  mull  iK)t  only 
nifle  all  unfocial  difpolitions  during  the 
time  of  religious  fervice,  but  he  muft  re- 
folve  to  fupprefs,  and,  if  poflible,  extinguifli 
them  at  all  times.  For  our  great  Inftru<Jior 
teaches,  that  if  we  bring  our  gijl  to  the 
altar ^  and  there  remember  that  our  brother 
hath  ought  againjl  us^  ive  Jhould  leave  our 
giJl  before  the  altar ^  and  go  away  and 
jirji  be  reconciled  to  our  brother^  and  then 
come  and  offer  our  ^j//*.*— But  belidea 
the  authority  of  the  precept,  religious 
confiderations  and  imprelfions  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  fwqeten  our  diijpoli- 
tiops  towards  our  fellow-worihippers :  for 
when  we  ferioufly  reflefl:,  that  even  fuch 
perfons,  againft  whom  we  may  think 
we  have  reafon  to  entertain  grudges,  are 
now  worlhipping   their  and  pur  Creator 

•  Matt.  V.  2j,  24. 
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along  with  us;  that  they  are  perhaps  as  8 ERIC 
fmcere  as  we  are  j  that  they  are  as  much 
the  children  of  his  great  family ;  as  really 
entitled  to  his  favour ;  and,  perhaps^  as  ao- 
ceptaUe  to  him,  or  more  fo,  than  we  can 
pretend  to  be ;  fuch  refledions  have  a  naj- 
tural  tendency  to  foften  our  hearts,  and 
make  us  forget  our  animofities.  Our  little 
interfering  interefls  and  competitions  feem 
trifling  and  inconiiderable,  when  we  con=- 
fider  ourfelves  in  the  auguft  pcefence  of  the 
Great  Judge  of  all  the  cartlu  When  w€ 
are  deiirous  above  all  things  to  pleaie 
God,  we  become  unconcerned  and  indif*^ 
ferent  about  leiier  intereils« 

Further :  Nothing  can  be  more  liiited  to 
humble  the  pride  and  infolence  <^  the  rich 
and  great,  ^n  to  reflect  upon  themfelves 
as,  equally  with  all  others,  in  the  prefence 
of  that  God  who  is  no  reJ^eSer  of  ferfons. 
A  juft  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of  a  great  im- 
partial Judge  annihilates  all  worldly  dif*- 
tin£iioas,  and  places  the  high  and  the  low 
quite  on  a  level.  When,  therefore,  the 
proud  and  haughty  fee  thofe  perfons  whom^ 
on  ordinary  occifions,  they  are  accuftomed 
fo  overlook  and  defpife;  when  they  fee 
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S  E  R  M.  them  engaged  in  the  worfhip  of  God  along 
with  themfelves  ;  it  muft  naturally  fuggeft 
to  them,  that  they  are  creatures  of  the  fame 
make  with  themfelves  equally  the  offspring 
of  God,  and  having  immortal  fouls  equally 
capable  of  the  fame  high  attainments  and 
fublime  enjoyments  arifmg  from  the  know- 
ledge, love,  refemblance,  and  friendfhip  of 
their  Maker : — that  they  may  be  as  far  ad- 
vanced in  every  thing  really  virtuous,  and 
may  be  in  all  refpei^s  as  worthy  in  the 
eye  of  God,  who  judges  not  by  outward 
appearances,  as  they  themfelves  can  prcr 
tend  to  be.  Such  confiderations,  which 
naturally  arife  on  the  occafion,  have  a  ten-r 
dency  to  moderate,  apd  even  to  root  out 
that  pride  and  vanity  which  is  apt  to  fhoot 
up  in  the  minds  of  thofe,  who  are  accufr 
tomed  to  contemplate  their  outward  ad- 
vantages with  too  felfifh  a  complacency. 
The  diftance  betwixt  the  higheft  and  loweft 
of  mankind  muft  appear  nothing  to  thofe 
who  attend  to  the  infinite  diftance  between 
God  and  the  moft  exalted  order  of  crearr 
tures.  And  thus  Public  Worfliip  is  adapted 
to  excite  humble  fentiments  in  the  hearts 
of  the  higheft  of  mankind,  aqd  tp  unite 
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them  in  the  bonds  of  kindnefs  and  charity  S  £  R  M, 
with  the  loweft.  ,  J^l 

To  which  it  may  be  added,  that  the  de- 
vout interceflions  which  are  put  up  for  all 
the  different  ranks,  conditions,  and  ftates 
of  men  in  public  prayers,  even  to  the 
praying  for  our  enemies,  are  calculated  to 
intereft  our  hearts  in  the  welfare  of  our 
whole  fpecies,  and  to  engage  us  to  do  them 
kind  offices  as  occaiion  offers. 

Lqfily^  The  advantages  of  having  the 
moft  falutary  inftrudions,  on  every  part 
of  human  duty,  enforced  with  the  moft 
powerful  confiderations,  laid  before  the 
minds  of  whole  affemblies  at  once,  are  fo 
manifeft,  that  it  is  not  neceilary  to  infift 
further  upon  them. 

Upon  thefe  accounts,  the  eftablifhment 
of  affemblies  for  the  Public  Worfhip  of 
God,  and  for  inftrudtion  in  all  the  duties 
of  the  Chriftian  life,  muft  be  acknowledged, 
by  every  unprejudiced  perfon,  to  be  one  of 
the  beft  methods  that  can  be  thought  of 
for  polifhing  and  civilizing  mankind  in 
this  world,  as  well  as  fitting  them  for  the 
pure  enjoyments  of  an  eternal  world.  The 
(requent  returns  of  ftated  times,  in  whicljt 
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S  E  R  Mt  multitudes  of  people  are  aflembled  to  con- 
verfe  together  in  the  moft  friendly  ma^^ 
ner,  to  hear  their  duty  explained,  and  to 
join  in  the  adoration  and  praifes  of  the  Su<» 
preme  Being,  are  the  moft  proper  means 
that  could  be  contrived  to  fpread  Icqowt 
ledge,  religion,  and  humanity  among  4II 
ranks  of  men.  That  fucb  religious  efta- 
bliftiments  have  a  ms^nifeft  tendency  to 
produce  the  happieft  effp^s,  canqot  be  de- 
nied I  that  they  have  aituftlly  produced 
them  in  fome  degree,  cannpt  well  be  c^led 
in  queftioQ^ 

In  many  cafes  it  may  be  difficult  to 
point  put  the  particular  pofitive  good  efr 
fe&s,  that  have  adually  been  produced  by 
thefe  religious  inftitutions.  But  to  coos* 
vince  us  of  the  importance  of  them,  let 
us  fuppofe  that  all  Public  Worfliip  and 
Public  InftrudiionSy  that  all  the  exhortaT 
lions,  admonitions,  and  reproofs,  which  are 
ufualiy  given  in  GHriftian  congregations, 
vsrere  totally  interrupted  for  a  confiderable 
time^^for  half  a  century,  or  even  for  twenty 
years— we  fliould  foon  fee  that  the  worft 
dSeds  would  follow  ;  that  a  ienfe  of  God 
jftnd  providence,  of  Jefus  CbriA  m^  hia 
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divine  religion,  a  fehfe  of  virtue  and  hu-  S  B  R  M. 
manity  ^^ould  be  greatly  weakened,  if  not  .  '  > 
entirely  extinguiflied ;  and  that  the  gene^* 
rality  of  the  people  would  degenerate  into 
a  kind  of  barbarians.  It  hafe  been  the  ac- 
knowledged fentiment  of  the  wifeft  part  of 
mankind,  that,  were  it  not  for  that  fenfe 
ftf  religion  and  order  which  is  principally 
preferved,  fo  far  as  it  is  preferved,  by  public 
forms  and  habits  of  worfhip,  men  would 
k)fe  it  entirely,  ruh  wild,  pi-ey  upon  one 
another,  and  foon  become  little  bettef  than 
the  favages. 

The  great  ufefulnefs  and  importance  of 
regular  weekly  aflemblies  for  religious  and 
moral  ptirpofes,  was  clearly  difcemed  and 
acknowledged  by  tlie  Roman  emperor  Ju* 
Han,  commonly  called  the  apoftate,  as  in- 
veterate an  enemy  as  Chriftianity  ever  had% 
He  faw  the  manifeft  good  effeds  which 
the  regular  Public  Iftftrudion  and  Public 
Worfhip  had  upon  the  Chriftians  in  hii 
age ;  and  therefore  recommended  it  to  hig 
heathen  high-prieft  to  imitate  the  pradice 
of  the  Chriftians,  by  appointing  the  jAilof 
fophers  to  give  ftated  weekly  lediures  for 
the  inftrutftion  of  the  heathen  people,  and 
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SERM.  in  fupport  of  paganifm.  This  appeared  Jo 
him  the  moft  probable  method  to  reftore 
the  credit  and  influence  of  the  heathen  re- 
ligion, which  had  fallen  into  decay  and 
contempt.  Thus  we  have  the  teftimony  of 
the  keeneft  enemy  of  Chriftianity  in  favour 
of  the  great  advantages  flowing  from  regu- 
lar aflemblies  for  Public  Worfhip  and  Pub- 
lic Inftrudion. 

To  conclude  :  Let  us  always  be  on  our 
guard  againft  every  thing  that  may  lead  us 
into  a  difregard  of  religion  itfelf,  or  of  any 
of  the  means  which  God  hath  appointed  for 
fupporting  it.  Let  youth  efpccially  beware 
of  that  loofenefs  of  principle,  or  i^ntire 
want  of  principle,  which  is  too  prevalent 
and  fafhionable  in  the  prefent  age ;  while 
too  mznjjit  in  the  feat  of  the  /corner ^  and 
try  to  laugh  at  all  religion,  and  while  too 
many  feem  difpofed  to  learn  their  impious 
leflbns,  let  us  hold  faft  our  integrity,  and 
reverence  religion,  as  having  an  eternal 
excellence  in  itfelf,  and  as  eflential  to  the 
prefent  and  future  felicity  of  mankind. 

Further :  In  the  earlier  feafons  of  life, 
let  us  beware  of  that  fpirit  of  giddinefs  and 
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levity  which  too   much  char^derifes  the  SERM. 
prefent  age*     How  few,  efpecially  among 
the  younger  fort,  have  made  any  fober  re- 
fle^ons  on  what  they  are — ^what  they  are 
deiigned  for — what  is  their  fituation  in  life 
as  accountable  creatures — or  what  are  their 
profpeds  beyond  this  life: — ^how   few,  I 
fay,  have   made   fuch  ferious  refledlions ! 
— ^how  many  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  car- 
ried down  with  the  current  of  fafliion,  in 
an  endlefs   career  of  amufements,   if  not 
in   a  vicious  indulgence;    and   reach  the 
borders  of  eternity  ere  they  have  formed 
one  ferious  thought ! — ^From  men  of  fuch 
charaiSiers,  what  hope  can  there  be  of  any 
fincere  regard  for  the  facred  inflitutions  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?— What  hope 
can  there  be  of  ufefulhefs  to  human  fociety  ? 
Again :  Let  us  efjpedally  be  on  our  guard 
againft  the    love   of    idle   pleafure-— that 
determined  enemy  of  every  thing  ferious. 
That  the  love  of  pleafure  is  predominant  in 
modem  life,  will  hardly  be  denied.     Pro- 
fperity   and   wealth  have   produced  their 
common  effeds  on  ungrateful  man.     In- 
ftead  of  raifmg  our  hearts  in  thankful  de- 
votion to  the  bounteous  Giver  of  all  good, 
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SSRM»  we  have  funk  into  the  lap  of  fenfual  floth 
and  loofe  indulgence.  Hence  the  great 
multitude  of  votaries  of  mean  enjoyments, 
who  prefer  the  lowcft  amufements  to  the 
nobleft  exercifes  of  the  foul.  Let  us  con- 
temn fuch  mean  purfuits,  and  form  our 
minds  to  rclifh  the  manly  and  noble  plea- 
fures  we  are  capable  of  enjoying  as  ra- 
tional, focial,  moral,  religious,  and  immor- 
tal creatures. 

Again :  Beware  of  that  pride  and  felf- 
conceit  which  make  (bme  think  themfclves 
above  all  need  of  Public  Inftru^ion  j  cfpe- 
cially  that  of  the  religious  kind*  Thofe 
who  have  the  ieaft  real  knowledge  are 
moft  ready  to  think  themfelvee  wifer  than 
their  teachers^.  Such  vanity  is  the  natural 
produd  of  a  little  ibul,  and  is  commonly 
the  mark  of  a  weak  and  iijper£cial  imder- 
landing.  But,  in  fad,  the  intention  of  at- 
tending upon  the  inftitutions  of  refigion  is 
as  much  or  more  to  awaken,  preferye,  and 
cultivate  pious  and  virtuous  fentiments,  as 
to  furnifh  the  underftaoding  with  new 
knowledge. 

Beware,  therefore,  of  thefc  ami  of  every 
odier  thing  that  may  lead  to  a  negled  of 
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the  means  of  attaining  to  wifdom  and  vir-  s  E  R  M. 
tue,  and  a  fober  fenfe  of  things.  Fre-  ''^• 
quently  refledt,  that,  however  gay  profpedls 
and  fenfual  pleafures  may  flatter  your  un* 
experienced  hearts,  yet,  fooner  or  later, 
you  viiW  find  that  there  is  no  fixed  refl  or 
blifs  to  the  foul,  but  in  the  praftice  of  vir- 
tue, and  the  hope  of  the  favour  of  the  Al- 
mighty. For  though,  in  the  funfhine  of 
youth  and  profpcrity,  religion  may  feem 
no  way  neceflary  to  your  happinefs  ;  yet  it 
is-moft  certain,  that  nothing  elfe  can  cheer 
the  gloom  of  hoary  age,  foften  the  bed  of 
afflidlion,  and  fmooth  and  enlighten  your 
pafTage  into  the  world  of  fpirits.  And 
there  can  be  no  jufl  ground  to  expe£t  re* 
ligion  to  maintain  its  power  over  our 
hearts,  and  produce  its  proper  fruits  in  our 
lives,  without  the  ufe  of  thofe  means  and 
that  culture,  appointed  for  thofe  purpofes 
by  infinite  wifdom  and  grace. 

May  we  all  underfland  and  pradiife 
true  religion  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  we 
may  be  able  to  fay  at  the  laft,  we  have 
exercifed  ourfelves,  to  have  confciencca 
void  of  offence,  towards  God  and  towards 
man.     Amen. 

Vol.  I.  F  f 
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SERMON    XI. 

The   fame   Subjed   continued. 


Heb*  X*  24,  25. 

Afid  let  us  conjider  one  another ^  to  provoke 
unto  love  and  to  good  works ;  not  forfak^ 
ing  the  ajfembling  ourfelves  together^  as 
the  manner  of  fome  is^  but  exhorting  one 
another. 

ON  a  former  occafion  it  was  propofed 
to  treat  this  fubjed  in  the  following 
manner:  I.  To  point  out  the  reafonable- 
nefs  and  advantages  of  regular  and  devout 
attendance  on  Public  Worfhip  and  Religious 
Inftrudion  in  our  weekly  aflemblies  ;  and 
IL  To  make  fome  application  of  what 
{hall  be  faid  to  our  own  circumftances,  as 
«ft  audience  made  up  chiefly  of  Teachers 
and  Learners. 

The 
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The  former  point  I  endeavoured  to  efta*  s  E  R  M. 
blifli  from  the  following  confiderations :  ^^J^ 
That  man  alone,  of  all  the  creatures  which 
inhabit  this  earth,  is  a  religious  creature, 
honoured  by  the  Creator  with  the  noble 
privilege  of  contemplating  his  works,  and 
of  adoring  and  praifmg  his  glorious  perfec- 
tions iconfpicuouflydifplayed  in  them  :  That 
it  plainly  appears,  from  the  ftrudure  of 
the  mind  and  heart  of  man,  that  it  was  in- 
tended he  fhould  aflbciate  for  religious  a6 
well  as  for  other  purpofes :  That  this  has 
been  the  fenfe  and  univerfal  practice  of 
mankind  ;  public  forms  of  Worlhip  have 
been  eftablifliedi  and  facred  rites  performed, 
"in  all  nations  and  ages :  to  all  which  it  was 
added.  That  Public  Worfhip  is  cxprefsly 
enjoined  by  the  authority  of  Divine  revela* 
tion.  And  thus  the  light  of  reafon  and 
of  revelation  concur  in  eftablifhing  this 
important  point.  Thefe  are  the  obliga- 
tions to  Public  Worfhip,  which  were  for- 
merly explained  and  illuftrated. 

And  as  to  the  advantages  and  ufefulnefs 

of  Public  Worfhip  and  Public  Inflrudion,  it 

was  obfenred,  that  they  are  obvioufly  the 

mofl  natural  means  which  could  be  devifed 
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s  E  R  M.  to  preferve  a  fenfe  of  God,  and  of  the  obli- 
gations of  religion  and  nK)rality,  on  the 
minds  of  mankind.  This  was  illuftrated 
from  feveral  confiderations,  which  I  fhall 
wot  take  up  your  time  in  refuming. 

The  advantages  of  Public  Affemblies  for 
the  Worftiip  of  God  and  for  moral  inftr ac- 
tion are  fo  obvious,  that  we  find  the  wif- 
dom  of  Government  in  our  own  country,  to 
this  very  day^  confiders  the  new  ere^ions  of 
parilhes,  and  the  multiplying  the  places  for 
Public  Worfhip,  as  one  of  the  moft  effectual 
means  of  civilizing  thofe  parts  of  our  na* 
tive  country,  which  are  ftill  in  fuch  a  rude 
Hate,  as  to  ftand  greatly  in  need  of  further 
civilization  and  improvement.  And,  in* 
deed,  the  bringing  mankind  frequently  to- 
gether for  friendly  ititercourfe,  and  with 
difpofitions  to  appear  well  in  one  another's 
eyes,  and  then  inculcating  upon  them  the 
leflbns  of  religion,  virtue,  and  humanity, 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  muft  have  a  na- 
tural tendency  to  polifh  and  civilize  them. 

Thefe  things  are  confirmed  by  the  tef- 
timony  of  thofe  judicious  and  difcerning 
men  *  who  have  vifited  thp  Highland  parts 
♦  Dr.  Wcbftcr,  and  oshert^ 
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of  our  country,  and  made  a  progrefs  SERM. 
through  them  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  the  purpofes  of  Government. 
They  generally  found  the  people  lefs  in- 
duftrious,  more  flothful,  rude  and  diflblute 
In  their  manners,  more  lubjeded  to  flavery 
and  opprcflion,and  more  attached  to  popery, 
in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  places 
of  Public  Worfliip.  Thefe  are  fads,  which 
prove  in  a  more  fatisfadtory  manner  than 
any  abftra£t  reafonings,  the  manifeft  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  importance  to  fociety  of  efta- 
bKfliments  for  Public  Worfliip  and  In- 
ftrudiion. 

If  we  look  farther  abroad,  and  confider 
the  low  and  uncuhivated  ftate  of  the  favage 
nations  in  more  diftant  parts  of  the  globe, 
it  will  appear  extremely  probable  to  every 
confiderate  perfon,  that  the  fureft  means  of 
civilizing  them  that  can  be  devifed  is 
the  forming  of  them  into  little  focieties  ; 
and  when  formed  into  thefe  focieties,  im- 
prefling  their  minds,  at  ftated  times,  with 
moral  and  religious  fentiments  by  regular 
forms  of  Worfhip,  and  Weekly  Inftrudion* 
The  Jefuits,  whpfe  wifdpm  in  chufing  the 
-prope/eft  means  for  accompliftiipg  their 
F  f  3  ends, 
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S  E  R  M.  ends,  has  never  been  called  in  queftion, 
but  on  the  contrary  has  been  admired  and 
celebrated;  the  Jefuits,  I- fay,  have  fol- 
lowed this  method  in  training  and  inftrud- 
ing  the  wild  Indians,  and  have  found  it 
very  efFe^lual  for  that  purpofe,  Witncf^ 
their  fuccefs  in  Paraguay,  where  they  have 
formed  a  whole  nation  of  the  moft  fa* 
vage  Indiarls  into  a  near  refemblance  of 
the  moft  polilhed  Europeans. 

If  your  time  would  allow,  we  might  add 
to  the  great  public  advantages  of  religiousi 
aflemblies,  the  pleafurc  they  afford  to  all 
individuals  who  are  well  difpofed,  and  who 
are  heartily  engaged  ip  the  devout  exer- 
cifes  performed  in  them.  The  pleafures 
of  rational  devotion  are  real,  great,  and 
various.  The  ftate  of  that  man's  mind 
who  contemplates  the  amiable  perfe^on^ 
of  the  Deity,  who  yelie?  with  ponfidence 
on  his  providence  and  the  promifes  of  the 
Gbfpel,  and  who  y^joices  in  the  humbly 
hope  of  the  Divine  favour,  muft  be  exceed-* 
ingly  delightfuL  Befides  this,  the  calls  and 
exhortations  tp  duty,  the  precepts  and 
maxims  refpefting  ^  hply  iife^  frequently 
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repeated  and  eaforced  from  the  authority  s  E  R  m. 
of  Revelation,  muft  make  lafting  good  im-       ^^* 
preflions  upon  (incere  and  honeft  minds. 

And,  according  to  the  rules  and  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  they  who  hope  to  be  regarded 
by  God  as  acceptable  worfhippers,  muft 
banifh  from  their  breafts  all  the  rough  and 
rancorous  paffions  of  envy,  hatred,  and 
revenge.  For  as  our  great  Matter  inftruds 
us,  in  the  pafTage  already  quoted*,  we  can- 
not approach  to  God  and  worfliip  him 
acceptably,  while  any  fecret  grudges  lodge 
in  our  breaft  againft  our  fellow- worfliip- 
pers.  It  muft  indeed  be  a  pleafant  ftate  of 
mind  when  all  the  bolfterous  paffions  are 
calmed,  and  when  a  gentle  gale  of  kind 
affe^ons  breathes  on  all  around  us.  Be* 
fides,  when  we  heartily  join  with  the  true 
fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  the  fincerc 
worlhippers  of  God  to  pay  him  homage 
in  the  aflemblies  of  his  people,  it  is  pleaf- 
ing  and  confolatory  to  confider  ourfelves 
as  numbered  among  the  faithful,  and  as 
joined  with  them  in  the  nobleft  of  all  em- 
ployments. It  is  delightful  for  every  one 
of  us  to  refle<a  within  himfelf,  "  whiU 

♦  Matt.  V.  23,  24, 

F  f  4.  "  t  am 
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s  E  R  M.  **  I  am  thus  employed  in  the  houfe  of  God, 
^y^  "  I  am  with  my  brethren  ;  I  have  fellow- 
"  fhip  with  them^  and  truly  our  fellow/hip 
**  is  with  the  Father  and .  with  bis/on  Jefus 
''  Chriji:'^ 

The  obligatiorbs  to  attendance  on  Public 
Worihip,  and  the  advantages  of  it  to  fo- 
cietiesand  individuals,  have  been  the  longer 
infifted  on,  becaufe  it  is  of  mighty  import-^ 
ance  in  the  condudt  of  life,  that  the  minds 
of  men  be  eftablifhe^d  in  right  principles, 
and  that  they  adl  from  thofe  principles.  It 
is  not  enough  that  we  attend  upon  reli^ 
gious  inftitutions  from  cuftom  or  fisilhion, 
or  from  fome  vague  notions  of  decency  or 
propriety  in  conforming  to  the  manners 
of  the  world.  Far  lefs  is  it  fufficient  that 
we  give  our  attendance  from  interefted 
views,  to  preferye  that  credit  and  reputa- 
tion in  the  eyes  pf  men  for  religion  and 
probity,  that  may  be  qeceflary  for  promot- 
ing our  worldly  interefts.  When  we  adt 
only  from  fuch  low  views,  we  cannot  reap 
any  real  benefit  or  virtuous  improvement 
to  our  minds;  nor  can  we  be  acceptable 
in  our  religioits  duties  to  that  God  whq 
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fearches  the  hearts  awd  tries  the  reins  of  s  E  R  M. 
the  children  of  meq,  and  loves  truth  and  v. 
fincerity  in  the  inward  parts.  Befides, 
when  we  are  prompted  chiefly  by  low  and 
worldly  motives,  our  condud:  cannot  nave 
that  uniformity  and  {lability  which  flows 
only  from  right  principles  feated  in  the 
heart.  They  are  right  principles  alone 
that  can  enfure  beauty,  uniformity,  and 
ix)nfiftency  to  the  \yhole  of  life^ 

We  proceed  now  to 

The  Third  thing  propofed,  even  to 
make  fome  application  of  what  has  been 
iaid  to  ourfelves. 

jFV/y?,  then :  Are  mankind,  by  the  very 
frame  of  their  nature,  religious  as  well  as 
focial  creatures ;  and  are  there  many  and 
great  advantages  arifmg  from  the  Cbrijlian 
inltitution  of  Public  Worfhip  and  Inftruc- 
tion  ?  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  thofe  who  have  the  work  of  edu- 
cation committed  to  their  care,  to  be  ever 
attentive  to  cultivate  religious  principles 
in  young  minds,  and  to  give  them  fuch 
views  of  the  excellency  and  importance  of 
religion  in  general,  and  efpecially  Chrifti- 
^nity,  as  may  engage  them  to  reverence, 

to 
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S  £  R  M.  to  love,  and  to  obey  it ;  and  as  may  dif* 
pofe  them  to  join  in  all  thofe  offices  of  de** 
votion,  whether  in  private  or  in  public, 
which  it  enjoins.  Thofe  who  are  pofTeffed 
of  fuperior  learning  and  knowledge  are 
folemnly  bound  to  fpread  the  light  of  truth 
with  fidelity  and  diligence,  and  to  apply 
the  motives  to  rational  religion  and  vir- 
tuous practice,  with  all  the  cleamefs  and 
ftrength  of  which  they  are  capable.  Young 
people  are  fufceptible  of  ftrong  impreffions, 
either  of  the  virtuous  or  vicious  kind. 
The  interefts  of  religion  and  welfare  of 
fociety  depend  upon  the  principles  and 
habits  which  take  pofleffion  of  the  minds 
of  youth.  Let  it  therefore  be  a  principal 
concern  of  the  inftrudors  of  youth,  to 
train  them  up  in  rational  maxims  of  reli- 
gion, in  the  love  of  Chriftian  virtue,  and 
in  fuch  a  courfe  of  life  as  will  render  them 
bleflings  upon  earth,  fit  them  for  leaving 
this,  world  with  decency,  and  qualify  them 
for  entering  into  another  and  a  better 
world. 

The  inftrudors  of  youth  are  called  to 
confider,  that  a  momentous  truft  is  put 
^nto  their  hands,  fince  the  whole  caufe  of 
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Teligion  and  virtue,  and  the  welfare  of  fi>r  9  e  F  lif. 
ciety,  muft  ftand  or  fall  according  as  youth 
are  well  or  ill  educated.  Public  inftrudiors 
ought  to  reflect,  that  it  is  their  oflfice  to 
eftablifli  right  principles,  and  form  right 
habits,  in  the  minds  of  fuch  young  perfons 
as  are  committed  to  their  care ;  and  that 
this  muft  have  an  extenfive  influence  upon 
focicty  in  the  prefent  and  in  future  genera* 
tions* 

The  youth,  who  receive  an  univerlity 
education,  are  fuch  as  are  defigned  for  the 
upper  ftations  in  fociety;  they  are  fuch  as 
muft  fit  in  feats  of  judicature,-— or  fuch  as 
muft  ftand  before  them  to  plead  the  caufe  and 
defend  the  rights  of  their  fellow.-citizens;— ^ 
or  fuch  as  muft  become  teachers  of  reli- 
gion, and  prefide  over  the  morals  of  feveral 
diftrids  of  the  ftate; — or  fuch  as  muft  rule 
over  counties  and  cities,  take  care  of  the 
public  peace  and  general  welfare  of  the 
country:  in  a  word,  univerfity  education 
|6  given  to  thofe  who,  in  various  ftations, 
are  to  be  the  governors,  the  diredors,  and 
examples  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  Tlie 
notions  which  fuch* perfons  imbibe  in  their 
youth,  the  manners  to  which  they  are 
5  formed, 
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formed,  and  the  example  which  they 
arc  difpofed  to  fet,  muft  have  a  wide-- 
fpreading  influence  upon  the  great  body  of 
fociety,  who  have  not  had  the  advantage 
of  a  learned  education,  and  who  are  to  be 
direded  and  conducted  by  fuch  as  have 
had  it. 

Univerfity  Inftrudors  ought  therefore  to 
confider  themfelves  in  a  very  important 
and  interefting  light,  as  called  to  educate 
and  form  thofe  ranks  of  youth,  whofe  prin- 
ciples, fentiments,  and  manners  will  fpread 
their  influence  through  the  whole  fociety. 
Their  teachers  ought  therefore  to  be  folici^ 
tous,  above  all  things,  firft,  to  guard  them 
againft:  all  fuch  principles  or  notions  as 
may  tend  to  unfettle  their  religious  faith, 
or  weaken  the  foundations  of  virtuous 
pradice;  and  then  to  infpire  them  with 
an  abhorrence  of  impiety,  debauchery,  and 
all  kinds  of  vice :  and  to  kindle  in  their 
hearts  a  warm  zeal  for  every  thing  virtu- 
ous, honourable,  and  praife-worthy. 

Secondly^  From  what  has  been  faid  on  the 
Reafonablenefs,  Importance,  and  Ufeful-r 
nefs  of  Public  Worfhip,  let  young  people 
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beware  of  entertaining  prejudices  againfi  it^ 
or  indulging  themfelves  in  habits  of  neg- 
leding  it.  Let  them  always  confider  that 
their  prefent  and  future  happinefs,  and  their 
ufefulnefs  in '  after-life,  may  depend  upon 
the  notions  which  they  imbibe,  and  the 
manners  to  which  they  are  formed,  during 
the  eourfe  of  their  education. 

Particularly,  let  them  always  remember^ 
that  it  is  in  vain  to  pretend  to  charaderize  or 
define  human  nature,  without  taking  in,  as 
a  leading  ftroke,  its  capacity  for  religion 
and  propenfity  towards  it.  The  capacity 
of  man  for  religion  is  "what  principally 
marks  his  fuperior  dignity  and  great  pre- 
eminence over  the  inferior  creatures.  I'his 
muft  ever  conftitute  man's  greateft  glory^ 
and  therefore  it  muft  conftitute  alfo  the 
higheft  part  of  his  felicity.  It  is  the  efta- 
bliihed  order  of  all  the  works  of  God,  that 
whatever  thing  conftitutes  the  perfedion 
of  any  being,  conftitutes  alfo  its  chief  hap- 
pinefe;  that  the  perfedion  or  chief  ex- 
cellence of  any  creature  fhould  lie  in  ft 
certain  power  or  capacity.  And  that  that 
creature  fhould  be  in  its  beft  and  happieft 
ftate,  while  this  its  nobleft  power  lies  al- 
together 
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8ERM.  together  dormant  or  dead,  is  Ji  thing  im- 
.  ^^*  poflible,  a  thing  that  can  never  happen  in 
the  works  of  the  all-wife  God*  It  (hould 
therefore  be  received  as  an  indubitable 
maxim,  and  a  maxim  of  the  higheft  im*- 
portance,  that  a  juft  regard  for  God  and 
for  virtue,  as  his  law,  is  the  true  wifdom, 
the  triie  perfeftion,  and  happinefs  of  man. 
Sear  God^  and  keep  his  commandments;  for 
this  is  the  whole  of  man'^^.-^Tht  whole 
^uty,  the  perfection,  and  the  chief  happi* 
nefs  of  man. 

Some  people  in  the  prefent  age  feem  to 
Imagine,  that  it  is  a  markof  fpirit  and  of  a 
-fuperiorily  to  vulgar  prejudices,  to  contemn 
all  religion,  and  to  forfake  the  aflemblies 
for  religious  purpofes:  and  fuch  perfons 
are  apt  to  value  themfelves  upon  their  fu- 
perior  light.  But  let  them  take  heed,  that 
the  light  which  is  in  tJjem  be  not  darknefs. 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find 
people  of  this  turn  qf  thinking,  profefling 
a  very  flaming  zeal  for  the  interefts  and 
improvement  of  human  fociety,  while  they 
fhew  great  coolnefs  and  indifference  for 
every  thing  that  relates  to  religion.  Such 
♦  Ecclcf.  xB.  13. 
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pcrfons  (hould  confider,  and  they  will  find,  SERM. 
if  they  examine  things  with  candour,  and  .  ^^  ^ 
judge  from  undoubted  fadU,  that  no  king- 
dom or  ftate  ever  flourifhed  long,  after  a 
reverence  for  God  and  religion  was  worn 
out  among  all  ranks  of  people,  the  loweft 
as  well  as  the  higheft.  A  ftate  may  fub- 
fift  in  tolerable  good  order,  even  after  im- 
piety begins  to  prevail  among  fome  of  the 
upper  ranks  of  men ;  but  if  once  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people,  both  in  cities  and  in 
the  country,  be  infeded,  and  irreligion  be- 
come univerfal  or  even  general,  it  may  be 
faid  without  the. gift  of  prophecy,  that  the 
downfal  of  fuch  a  ftate  can  be  at  no  great 
diftance*  Let  young  people  therefore  em- 
brace it  early  as  a  firft,  and  as  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple, that  the  real  interefts  of  fociety  and 
the  interefts  of  religion  are  infeparably 
united  ;  and  that  all  the  proper  means  of 
preferving  a  fenfe  of  religion  on  the  hiinda 
of  mankind,  fliould  ever  be  held  in  reve- 
rence* As  the  inftitution  of  the  Sabbath 
and  aflcmbling  for  Public  Worftiip  have 
already  been  ihewn  to  have  a  natural  ten« 
dency  to  improve  the  morals  and  manners 
of  nubkind,  let  an  inftitution  fo  highly 
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S  E  R  M.  ufeful  be  regularly  obferved  by  the  high- 
er^  as  well  as  by  the  lower,  ranks  of  men ; 
by  the  younger,  as  well  as  by  the  elder. 
Let  it  ever  be  confidered  that  true  po* 
licy,  true  patriotifm,  friendfhip  and  be*- 
neficence  to  men,  good-manners,  and  a  de- 
ference to  human  authority— all  concur 
with  the  principle  of  duty  as  Chriftians,  to 
engage  us  to  obferve  and  reverence  the 
Lord's  Day,  and  not  to  forfake  the  aflem^ 
blies  for  Chriftian  worfliip  which  are  held 
on  that  day. 

As  to  the  pretence,  that  there  is  no  need 
for  our  attendance  upon  Public  Worfhip 
in  the  congregation,  becaufe  every  one 
fo  inclined  can  pray  in  private,  and  read 
better  fermons  than  they  can  generally  ex- 
pedl  to  hear  from  the  pulpit :  It  is  fuffi* 
cient  to  anfwer,  in  the  firft  place,  that  this 
is  fetting  our  own  private  opinion  of  the 
matter  in  diredk  oppofition  to  the  autho* 
rity  of  Divine  revelation,  which  exprcfsly 
commands  us  not  to  forfake  the  affem* 
bling  of  ourfelves  together.  But  in  the 
fecond  place,  private  exercifes  of  devotion, 
and  private  inftrudion,  do  not  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  Public  Worfhip,  which  are,  to 
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^tWO  ojir  jielkious  .feotim^Qts  before .  the  S.E^.M. 
iWQtJd  ;  and,  :by  jojmPg  with,  q^ejps  ia  do- 
iogttjbis,  to  maiipi^?in^aij4vJrpr^^  a  gener^ 
(ienfe  of  i:eUgipn.^pippg,(;)jur  fpt^pporarj^s, 
t.an4  thqs  ppftfril^ute  to,  tranfmit^t  ,]to  i^q- 
,ceedii?g  gep?ratioos.     The  influence  ofj  ex- 
ample   is  wholly   loft  .  by  i^yhat   is  ,  dope 
in  .  retix;eroent.    .And  if  ey^ry  oi^e  /[hpuld 
,  think.ajxd.  afti  in  the  ( fame  >y^y,  tJbefe,  and 
all  the  other  good. effe£}:s,,of,pii\)lic  ipftitu- 
tions  for  ,  religipijs  ^purpofes  ^.which  have 
already  been,  repxeffifttfld, ,  jvquld  be  loft,  to 
the  world. 

Let  us/fuppofethat  an  avmve^ry  tn^lA 
appointed/ by  public  authority  ^to  cpmme- 
morate  fome  gre^t .  and;  happy  event,  to  a 
whole  nation,  fuch.as. tbe.^^vfi/i^//V;z.w^s 
to   Britain ;   fuppofe  any  particular  perfon 
fhould  refufe  to  join  in  the  folemnity  of 
that  day,  and  fhould  pretend  that  he  com- 
men^or^tcd  the.glpppus,  evept  at  home  in 
private,  and  that  he  read  books  there,  on 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  which  did 
more  to  confirm  him  in  Revolution  prin- 
ciples than  any  thing  he  could  fee  or  hear  at 
the  public  affembly  j   furely  this  would  not 
be  admitted,  in  that  cafe,  as  a  fatisfadtory  ex- 
VoL,  I.  G  g  cufe, 
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SERM.  cufe,  nor  could  the  ends  of  the  appomt- 
ment  of  the  anniverfary  be  anfwered,  if 
every  perfon  who  could  employ  himfelf 
well  at  home,  ihould  ufe  fuch  a  pretence 
for  abfenting.  The  application  of  this  to . 
our  prefent  purpofe  is  obvious,  and  needs 
not  be  infilled  upon. 

To  conclude :  Let  young  and  old  reve- 
rence the  apoflolical  injundlion  in  the  text, 
and  cheerfully  comply  with  it.  Let  us  hold 
faft  the  profeffion  of  our  faith  without  wa- 
vering. Let  us  confiderone  another,  to  pro- 
voke unto  love  and  good  works,  not  forfaking 
the  aflembling  of  ourfelves  together,  as  the 
manner  of  fome  is  :  and  may  God  enable 
us  to  yield  iincere  obedience  to  this  and 
every  other  divine  command.     Amen. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SERMONS, 


BY 


WILLIAM  LEECHMAN,  D.D. 

LATE   PRINCIPAL    OF   THE   COLLEGE    OF   GLASGOW. 


TO  WHICH  18  PRBFIXED 

SOME     ACCOUNT    OF    THE    AUT^OR's     LIFE, 
AND    OF   HIS    LECTURES, 

By  JAMES    WODROW,    D.D. 

MINISTER  AT  8TXVENST0N. 


IN    two    VOLUMES. 
VOL    IL 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  A.  Strahan  ;  and  T.  Cadell  in  the  Strand ; 

G.  and  J.  Offor,  Tower  Hill ;  and  E.  Balfour, 

and  W.  Creech,  EdinbuTgh* 

MDCCCXVI. 


Digitized  by 


Google' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CONTENTS 

9  F     THE 

SECOND     VOLUME; 


S  E  R  M  O  N    XIL 

The  Conflift  ahd  Triumph  of  the  good 

Chriftian.  , 

2  TImothV,  iV.  5^,  8i  I  have  fdught  a  g6od  fight^ 
I  have  iinifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  tht  feith. 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge 
(hall  give  me  at' that  day:  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.     Page  i 

SERMON    Xm. 

On  the  Propriety  and  Ufefulnefs  of  religious 
Gratitude. 

I'sALM  evil.  8*  Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men  !  2J 

SERMON    XIV. 

On  the  Caufes  of  the  Want  of  religious 
Gratitude. 

l^SALM  cvii.  8.  Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  bis  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men  ! 

JLutCE,  xvii.   17,   18.     And  Jefus  anfwering  faiJ, 

Were  there  not  ten  ckanfed?  but  where  are  the 

a  2  nine  T 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IT  CaNTBNTS, 

nine?  there  are  not  found  who  have  returned  to 
give  glory  to  Go^  fkvt  this  fbanger.        Page  44 

stkuou  :xv. 

Motives  to  religious  Gratitude. 

PsAtM  evil.  8*.  Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men ! 

XuKB»  xvii.  ijy  1 8*  And  Jefus  anfwering  faidy 
Were  there  not  ten  cleanfed?  but  where  are  the 
nine  ?  There  are  not  found  who  have  not  re- 
turned to  give  glory  to  Gcdy  fave  this  ftranger.  64 

SERMON     XVL 
Jcfus  Chrift  full  of  Truth. 

John,  i.  14.  And  the  Word  waa  made  fle(h,  and 
dwelt  among  us,  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father)  full 
of  grace  and  truth.  .  .  85 

SERMON    XVII. 
Jcfus  Chrift  full  of  Grace* 

John,  i.  14.  And  the  Word  was  made  flc(h,  and 
dwelt  among  us,  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father)  full 
of  grace  and  truth.  -  -  1 07 

SERMON    XVIIL 
Youth  guarded  againft  licentious  Plcafurc. 

Pr^v.  xix.  27.  Ceafe,  my  fon^  to  hear  the  in- 
i)ru£lbn  which  caufeth  to  err  from  the  words 
of  knowledge.  •  -  129 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 

SERMON    XIX. 

Youth  guarded  againft  licentious  Maxims. 

pROV.  xix.  27.  Ccafe,  my  fon,  to  hear  the  in- 
ftru£tion  that  caufeth  to  err  from  the  words  of 
knowledge.  -  -  Page  151 

SERMON    XX. 

Youth  guarded  againfl  hurtful  Maxinis  and 
Books. 

Prov.  xix.  27.  Ccafe,  my  fon,  to  hear  the  in^ 
ftnidlion  that  canfeth  to  err  from  the  words  of 
knowledge.  ...  .  169 

SERMON    XXL 

Difierent  Kinds  of  Superftition  de- 
fcribed. 

The  fuperlative  Importance  of  the  Moral 
Duties  of  Religion. 

Matt,  xxiii.  23.  Wo  unto  you,  fcribes  and 
pbarifees,  hypocrites,  for  ye  pay  tithe  of  mint, 
and  anife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the 
weightier  matters  o(  the  law,  judgment,  mercy, 
and  faith :  thefe  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not 
to  leave  the  other  undone.  -  195 

SERMON    XXII. 

The  relative  Imporunce  and  Obligation  of 
the  external  Obfcrvances  of  Religion. 

Matt,  xxiii.  23.  Wo  unto  you,  fcribes  and  phari- 

iees^  hypocrites  I   for  ye  pay  tithe  of  mint,  and 

3  anifcy 


Digitized  by 


Goo 


'^ 


CONTENTS. 

anife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the  weigh- 
tier matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and 
faith :  thefc  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to 
leave  the  other  undone.  -  Page  218 

SERMON     XXIIL 

Men   arc   accountable  for   their  religious 
Principles. 

John,  vi.  29.  Jefus  anfwered,  and  faid  unto 
them.  This  is  the  Work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  Him  whom  he  hath  fent.  -  235 

SERMON     XXIV. 

The  negledting  Chriftianity  blamablc  and 
dangerous. 

John,  vi.  29.  Jefus  anfwered,  and  faid  unto 
them.  This  is  the  Work  of  God,  that  ye  b(i- 
licve  on  Him  whom  he  hath  fent.  .  259 

SERMON    XXV. 

The  Neceffity  of  Self-denial  as  the  Found- 
ation of  Virtue. 

Matt.  xvi.  24..  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  his  difciples, 
if  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me.       28} 

SERMON    XXVI. 

Pradtical  I.cffons  to  the  Young,  founded  on 
the  Neceffity  of  Self-denial. 

Matt.  xvi.  24.  Thenfaid  Jefus  unto  his  difciples. 
If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crols  anci  follow  nie.  ^07 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


ta 


SERMON     XXVir. 

On  the  Sources  of  Humility. 

Isaiah,  Ivii.  15.  Thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty 
One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is 
Holy  J  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  anJ 
with  him  alio  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble 
fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and 
^  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  Page  329 

S  £  R  iM  p  N    XXVIII. 
f  he  Exce^e^ce  and  Advantages  of 
.  Humility. 

JSAIAH,  Ivii.  15.  For  thus  faith  the  high  and 
lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name 
is  Holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place ;  with 
him  alfo  who  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit, 
to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive 
the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  r  35^ 

S  ?  R  M  O  N    XXIX. 

On  Humility. 

Isaiah,  Ivii.  15.  For  thus  faith  the  high  and 
lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name 
is  Holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with 
him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit, 
to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive 
the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  -  3^1 

SERMON    XXX. 
Motives  and  Direftions  to  reftrain  youth- 
ful Paflions. 
U  Timothy,  li.  22.     Flee  alfo  youthful   Iufts| 
but  follow  righteoufnefs,  faith,  charity,  peace  with 

them 


Digitized  by 


c^e 


GoQcIe 


CONTENTS. 

them  that  call  upon  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure 
hearts  -  -  .  page  ^^0 

SERMON    XXXI. 

A  worthy  Plan  of  Life  recommended  to 
Youth. 

2  Timothy,  ii.  22.  But  follow  righteoufiiefii, 
faith,  charity,  peace,  with  them  that  call  on  the 
Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart.  -  408 

SERMON    XXXIL 

The  dangerous  Influence,  and  the  Cure  of 
falfe  Shame. 

Isaiah,  H.  7,  8«  12,  13.  Hearken  unto  me^ 
ye  that  know  righteoufnefs,  the  people  in  wbofe 
heart  ts  my  law;  fear  yt  not  the  reproach  of 
nuuj  miihir  bt  yo  afraid  of  their  revi lings: 
for  the  moth  ihall  eat  them  up  as  a  garment, 
and  the  worm  fliall  eat  them  like  wool; 
but  my  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  for  ever,  and  my 
ialvation  from  generation  to  generation.  I,  even 
I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you.  Who  art  thou 
that  thou  (houldeft  be  afraid  of  ^  man  that  (ball 
die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man  which  ihall  be  made 
as  grafs,  and  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy  Maker, 
that  hath  ftretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  i;be  earth*  m  424 


S£R- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SERMON    XII. 


The  ConfliA  and  Triumph  of  the  good 
Chriftian« 


2  Timothy,  iv,  7,  8. 

I  have  fought  a  good  Jigbt^  I  bavtjinijbtd 
my  courfcy  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Hence^ 
forth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteoufnefsy  which  the  Lord  the  righteous 
Judge  Jhall  give  me  at  that  day :  and  not 
to  me  only^  hut  unto  all  them  alfo  that  lovc 
bis  appearing. 

IT  Is  natural  for  us  to  defire  to  know  the  SERM. 
fentiinents,the  views,  and  expectations  of 
our  fellow  men,  when  they  have  a  near  view 
of  their  approaching  diflblution :  and  our 
curioflty  of  this  kind  is  particularly  ftrong, 
vrith  refped);  to  perfons  who  have  been  re- 
markably diftinguifhed  in  life.  This  curioflty 
Vol-  IL  B  ia 
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%  The  Confii^  and  Triumph 

S  E  R  M,  is  laudable,  nay  has  fomething  virtuous  in  it  jt 
as  the  bed  of  death  is  a  fituation  in  which 
we  muft  all  foon  be  (none  of  us  know  how 
foon),  and;in  which  t^e  may  wifh  to  be  ca- 
pable of  imitating  the  behaviour  of  thofe, 
who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the 
promifes. 

In  the  words  of  the  text  we  have  an  ac- 
count, from  the  Apoftle  Paul's  own  mouthy 
of  what  war*his  ftate  of  mind,  what  were 
his  views  and  expectations,  when  he  was 
juft  about  to  bid  an  everlafting  farewel  to 
this  world.  This  Epiftle  was  the  Apoftle's 
farewclTetter'to  ^Timothy  his  beloved  friend^ 
and  to  the  Churches  of  Afia  where  Timo- 
thy was.  It  appears  from  other  parts  of  it^ 
that  Paul  was  then  a  prifoner  at  Rome;  fo 
dofely  confined,  that  OnefiphcJrus  could 
fcarcely  find  him  out  *  j  in  circumftances  of 
fuch  difgrace  and  danger,  that  mod  of  his 
friends  had  abdndoned  him  f  •  He  had 
already  appealed  before  Nero  the 'Emperor, 
and  God  bad  delivered  him;  but  he  did  not 
exped  any  further  deliverance.  He  did 
.not  pray  for  it  J^    He  knew  that  the  tim^ 

♦  Chap.  1.17.  "l^  Chap,  iv.  10.  i6, 

J  ClMtp.  iv.  18. 

ef 
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of  his  departure  was  at  hand — that  it  was  S  F  R  M. 

•  '        "  '  '         ''       '  XII 

the  will  of  Heaven  he  fhould  fufFcr  as  a 

martyr  for  the  Gofjpel,  and  give  his  dying 
teftimony  to  thjit  public  caufe  which  he  had 
fo  bravdy,  faithfully,  and  fuccefsfully  fup- 
ported  during  his  life. 

I  am  nowy  fays  he,  ready ^  quite  prepare4 
to  be  offered  up — ^He  confiders  his  approach- 
ing fufferings  ^nd  death  is  2ifacrifice^  a  no- 
ble facrifice  in  the  caufe  of  truth.  The  for- 
inidable^  the  awful  profped:  of  an  infamous 
and  violent  execution,  was  immediately 
before  his  eyes ;  but  inftead  of  being  dif- 
mayed,  lie  triumphs  in  it.  I  have  fought 
a  good  fight  y  Ihavefinijbedmy  courfe^  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs^  which  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge  Jhall  give  me  at 
that  day:  and  not  to  me  only^  but  unto  all 
them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.  He  looks 
back  on  a  life  fpent  in  the  feryice  of  God 
and  mankind  with  fa^isfa<^iop,  and  looks 
forward  to  the  apprpaching  reward  y(\\}x 
triumph.  The?:e  is  au  allufipn,in  the  words 
to  the  celebrated  exercifes  and  contefts  in 
the  ancient  world,  in  which  the  victors 
.  w?re  crowaed  with  garlands,  and  their 
B  2  praifes 
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4  The  Conftiff  and  Triumph 

5  E  R  M.  praifes  proclaimed  before  the  greateft  con-i 
courfe  of  people  imaginable,  as  marks  of 
the  public  honour  and  applaufe.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Apoftle  fays,  he  had  fought  a 
good,  an  honourable  fight,  he  had  fuccelF- 
fully  finiflied  his  courfe  and  reached  the 
goal.  Henceforth  there  was  laid  up  for 
him,  not  a  corruptible  crown  as  a  reward 
for  his  vidory  in  any  bodily  exercifes,  but 
a  crown  of  eternal  life  as  the  reward  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  Jcfus,  the 
righteous  Judge,  would  generoufly  beftow 
on  him  at  the  glorious  day  of  his  appear- 
ing;  and  not  on  him  only,  but  on  all  hisi 
faithful  and  expeding  fervants, 

In  fpeaking  farther  on  this  fubjed,  I 
fhall  pafs  over  many  ufeful  topics  of  dif-? 
courfe  which  the  words  might  fuggeft,  an4 
confine  myfelf  to  thefe  two  things  : 

I.  To  enquire  on  what  account  the  Chrifr 
tian  life  is  here  and  in  other  places  of  Scrip- 
ture called  2ijigbty  or  compared  with  thofe 
laborious  exercifes;  of  running,  wreftling^ 
&c.  which  required  the  greateft  eicertion. 

IL  To  flipw  you  th^t  the  Chriftian  life 
yield?  the  moft  folid  comfort  and  fupport  at 
^11  tim?8,  but  efoecially  at  that  time  when  we 
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6and  moft  in  need  of  them;  I  mean  at  serm. 
the  clofe  of  life,  in  the  profped  of  our  dif- 
folution-. 

I.  As  to  tiie  jprbpriety  of  the  image  or 
defcription.  If  we  confider  it  ds  applied  to 
the  life  of  the  ApofUe  Paul,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged this  majr  be  called  a  Jigbt^  al-^ 
moft  with  literal  juftice;  as  it  was  one  con- 
tinued ftruggle  with  difficulties,  hardfhipsi 
perfecutions,  and  fufferings  of  the  fevered 
kind.  Let  us  read  the  hiftory  of  his  life 
in  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  and  we  fhall 
fee  with  what  propriety  he  might  fay 
he  had  fought  the  good  fight  j  or  let  us 
read  his  own  fummary  defcription  of  his 
labours  in  his  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Corin- 
thians. Are  tbcy  Hebrews  f  fo  am  I:  ate 
ibey  Ifraelites?  fo  am  I:  are  tbey  the  feed  of 
Abraham  ?  fo  am  I:  are  tbey  miniften  of 
Cbriftf  (IJpeak  as  afool^)  I  am  more :  in 
labours  more  abundant^  injiripes  above  mea^ 
fttre^  in  prifons  more  frequent^  in  deatbs  oft. 
Of  the  yews  Jive  times  received  Ifortyfripes 
fove  one;  ibrice,  was  I  beaten  with  rods ; 
once  was  I  Jioned ;  tbrice  I  fufered  Jbip^ 
wreck  ;  a  nigbt  and  a  day  Ibave  been  in  tbe 
deep^  Jn  journeying  often  ^  in  perils  of  wa-* 
B  3  ters^ 
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SEKM.  fersj  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  mint 

own  countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in 

perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wildernefs^ 

in  perils  in   the  fea,  in  perils  among  falje 

brethren ;  in  ivearinefs  and  painfulnefs,  in 

iJoatchings  often,  in   hunger  and  tbirft,   in 

fajiings  often,  in  cold  and  naiednefs.     Be^ 

fides  thofe  things  that  are  without,  that  which 

Cometh  upon  me  daily,  the  care  of  all  the 

churches  *.  When  he  reflcded  on  thefe  and 

fuch  like  inceflant  labours  and  diftreffes  of  his 

paft  life,  he  might  juftly  fay  at  the  clofe  of  it^ 

J  have  fought  a  good  fght,  Ihavcfinijbed 

my  courfe;  I  have  kept  the  faith. 

We  have  reafon  to  blefs  God,  that  Chrif- 
tianity  has  for  many  ages  been  generally 
friee  from  thofe  terrible  perfecutions  which 
attended  the  firft  profeflbrs  of  it.  But  there 
is  another  ground  upon  which  the  Chrif- 
tian  life  is  called  a  fight^  which  is  univerfaly 
arid  agtees  to  it  in  all  ages  j  namely,  becaufir 
it  is  a  combat,  a  fpiritual  conibat  with  difiir 
cultics  arifing  from  the  corruption  of  na- 
ture, the  ftrength  of  bad  paflions  and  evit 
habits  confpiring  \5lth  manifold  outward 
temptations  to  firw    There  is  indifpofitiont 

♦  %  Corlflth.  xi.  tz^iZ. 
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trcm  vUhif>,  aa<l  temptations  frotp  without,  s  B  RM\ 
Th«ie  occaiioQ  perpetual  flruggles,  and 
fip^etinies  hard  conf^id^  to  overcome  tbenu 
Even  fiich  a  confirmed  and  eftabji(h§d  Chrif- 
riw  as  the  Apoftk  Paul,  found  he  had  thefe 
common  difficulties  to  encounter.  Thus  we 
find  hiftt  repjefefiting  himfelf  as  ftriving/J^r 
the  piq^ryy  4nd  kbouring  to  be  temperate 
in  all  thingsiy  and  keeping  bis  body  under^ 
and  Ringing  it  info  ftibjeStion ;  left  tbat^  by 
any  means ^  nvben  he  had  preached  to  others^ 
be  bimjeif  Jboi4ld  be  a  cqft-a'vi^y  *.  And  if 
the  defcription,  he  has  given  in  his  Epiftle 
to  the  Romans  f,  may  be  applied  to  him- 
fejf,  then,  befides  the  more  Angular  and 
uncommon  difficulties  above  mentioned 
that  he  had  to  fight  againft,  he  was  like* 
wife  obliged  to  engage  with  the  inward  ia- 
difpofitions  and  the  external  temptation* 
common  to  other  Chriftians.  Por  I  delight 
in  the  law  of  God  aft (r  the  inward  man.  But 
I  find  another  la'vb  in  my  members^  warring 
againft  the  law  of  my  mind.  When  good 
dMpofitions  ftrongly  move  me  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  virtue,  they  are  oppofed  and  com- 
bated  by  contrary  paffiotw*     0  wretched 

♦  I  Cor.  ijf.  24.-27.  t  Rom.  vii.  14*^25. 
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8  E  R  M.  man  that  I  am  !  who  /hall  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death  ?  I  thank  GoJj  through 
yefus  Chrijl  our  Lord.  He  delivers  me 
from  thefe  inward  broils,  and  makes  right- 
coufnefs  prevail  within  me.  His  grace 
triumphs. 

This,  therefore,  iS  the  principal  ground 
of  the  Chriftian  life  being  reprefented  as  a 
labour,  a  battle,  a  warfare.^  And  here  it 
ought  to  be  particularly  obferved,  that  the 
chief  trial  of  the  ftrength  and  fincerity  of 
cur  virtue  lies  in  this  very  thing,  even  in 
the  fteady  and  vigorous  refiftance  we  make 
to  all  vicious  inclinations  and  impulfes  from 
within,  and  temptations  from  without* 
This  is  the  teft  or  true  mark  by  which  we 
can  judge  whether  we  are  juftJy  entitled  to 
the  charader  of  virtuous  and  good,  and 
will  be  looked  upon  as  fuch,  by  Him  whofe 
judgment  is  always  according  to  truth. 
Here  lies  the  chief  merit  of  human  charac- 
ters. It  is  this  which  renders  human  vir^ 
tue  an  object  of  reward. 

If  we  do  juftly  and  maintain  our  inte- 
grity, when  it  is  our  intereft  and  our  ho- 
nour to  do  fo,  and  we  are  under  no  tempta- 
tion to  do  otherwife — ^where  is  the  worth, 
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Ac  merit  of  It  on  fuch  occafions  ?   There  S  E  R  M. 

VJJ 

arc  fcarcely  any  fo  abandoned,  as  to  deal 
fraudulently,  and  depart  from  their  inte- 
grity, when  they  can  gain  nothing  by  it. 
It  is  when  we  adhere  invariably  to  honefty 
and  integrity  in  fpite  of  temptations,  re- 
lifting  and  defpifing  them  all,  that  we  are 
entitled  to  the  charader  of  the  juil  and  up« 
right  man* 

If  we  fpeak  truth,  and  perform  our  pro- 
mifes  only  when  we  could  obtain  no  ad- 
vantage of  any  kind  by  falfehood,  diffimu- 
lation,  or  unfaithfulnefs,  where  is  the  worth 
and  merit  of  fuch  condud  ?  It  has  none 
but  what  is  common  to  the  worft  of  man- 
kind. But  when  we  fpeak  truth,  and  ftand 
to  our  promifes  and  engagements,  though 
our  doing  fo  fubjedls  us  to  inconveniences 
or  lofles ;  when  we  promife  to  our  own  hurt 
and  change  not ;  then,  and  then  only,  do 
.we  deferve  the  reputation  of  fmcere  and 
&ithful  Chriftians« 

If  we  are  chafte  and  temperate  only 
when  we  meet  with  no  temptation  to  be 
otherwife,  there  is  not  any  thing  highly 
praife-worthy  in  this. — But  when  we  refift 
the  ftrongeft  allurements  and  impulfes  to 

unlawful 
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SERM.  unlawful  indulgence^   it  is  th6n  that  ottf 
temperance  deferves  the  name  of  a  virtue^ 

Again:  To  be  fatisfied  with  Divine  Provi- 
dence^ and  thankful  to  it  when  every  thing 
profpers  with  us  as  we  could  wllh,  is  no 
difEcult  matter,  and  has  Ao  great  meritw 
But  to  acquiefce  in  the  lot  Providence  has 
given  to  us  undef  hardfhips  and  ftrugglesi 
nay,  to  be  refigned  to  the  will  of  God  un- 
der the  diftrefles  and  calamities  of  life,  and 
to  ferve  God  with  cheerfulnefs  and  ala(!:rity 
throughout  a  continued  courfe  of  fufferings^ 
is  the  chief  trial  of  real  Piety^  and  chief 
teft  of  its  fmcerity. 

To  turn  our  attention  toWardd  God  and 
fpiritual  things  when  under  diftrefs,  when 
all  worldly  things  have  loft  their  relifh,  or 
when  death  approaches  or  feems  to  ap* 
proach  us,  is  no  difficult  matter,  nor  any 
ftrong  proof  of  true  Piety  :  but  in  feafons 
of  full  health  and  vigour,  and  amidft  the 
pleafing  flow  of  worldly  profpetity^  to  re- 
inembef  our  God  and  our  Savidur,  and  to 
profecute  our  fpiritual  concerns  with  ear-* 
neftnefs  in  fpite  of  many  temptations  td 
negleft  them  j  this  is  true  Piety^  this  is  puni 
Religion,  acceptable  to  God* 

And 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XIL 


bf  the  good  Chri/ltart.    *  It 

And  In  like  manner,  If  we  were  to  go  s  £  R  M» 
through  human  life  in  all  its  different  rela- 
tions and  fituatiohs,  we  (hall  always  find, 
that  fome  degree  of  felf-delii^l,  fome  refift- 
ance  to  the  vicious  inclinations  and  im- 
pulfes  of  our  hearts,  is  the  thing  that  confti- 
tutes  the  virtue  and  worth  of  the  charadter, 
and  denominates  a  perfon  good  and  worthy* 
For  inftance :  let  us  fuppofe  a  Father  of  i 
family,  who  difcovers  on  many  occafions 
both  the  warm^Il  conjugal  affefllon  and  pa- 
rental tendemefs,  and  who  has  the  iiitereft 
of  his  family  really  at  heart,  and  endea- 
vours to  jpromote  it,  but  who  is  fo  far  un- 
der the  dominion  of  fome  darlihg  paffion 
for  pleiafure,  jollity,  gay  entertainments,  dl- 
verfions,  or  for  the  pomp  and  elegance  of 
life,  that  he  reduces  both  himfelf  and  his 
family  to  poverty  and  diftrefs— where  is  the 
merit  of  indulging  the  flow  of  the  natural 
affeiliohs  to  his  children  and  family,  and 
feeling  a  concern  for  their  happinefs  and 
profperity,  when  he  is  not  folicited  by  his 
favourite  pafSon  ?  It  is  indeed  a  good 
thing ;  but  it  is  the  effedt  of  natural  confti- 
tutioh  only.  The  true  virtue  ilnuft  lie,  in 
his  governing  all  his  inclinations,  tallies,  or 

paflions. 
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s  £  R  M.  pafHons  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhall  malcd 
him  fteadily  purfue  the  real  good  of  his  fa- 
mily; and  even  mortify  himfelf  for  their 
and  his  own  welfare* — ^tn  like  manner,  if  a 
child  difcover  filial  gratitude  and  reiped  to 
his  parents  while  they  gratify  all  his  incli-^ 
nations,  and  never  contradid  his  views  and 
defigns ;  but  whenever  they  oppofe  his 
will,  he  difregards  them,  and  folldws  the 
bent  of  his  own  violent  inclinations— can 
fuch  a  child  be  faid  to  have  the  Virtue  of 
filial  afFe<a:iofi,  duty,  and  obedience  ?  To 
be  fure  he  cannot. 

Whether  there  may  not  be  fome  fandi^ 
fied  from  the  womb,  who  have  been  virtu- 
ous and  good  from  the  moft  early  age, 
without  any  ftruggle  or  conflid— or  whe- 
ther there  may  not  be  others,  who,  by  a 
fteady  courfe  of  perfeverance  in  goodnefs, 
have  obtained  a  complete  vidory  over  all 
irregular  paflions,  and  can  walk  on  in  their 
Chriftian  courfe,  without  feeling  any  oppo- 
fition  either  from  within  or  from  without, 
we  (hall  not  at  prefent  enquire.  We  do 
not  deny  there  may  be  fingular  cafes. — But 
as  to  the  general  condition  of  Chriftians 
through  the  whole  of  life,  tbere  are  ftill 

fuck 
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(Uch  remains  of  corruption  as  give  occaiioa  8ERM.  v 
to  continual  watchfulncfs,  and  to  frequent 
ftruggles  and  conflicts ;  and  it  is  in  main- 
Jaining  thefe  ftruggles  with  fortitude,  and 
acquitting  ourfelves  well  in  the  eye  of  the 
great  Judge  of  all,  that  the  chief  part  of 
human  virtue  confifts,  and  on  the  account 
of  which  the  Chriftian  life  is  compared  to  a 
fight.  It  is  in  order  to  furmount  thefe  dif- 
ficulties, that  we  ftand  iq  need  of  Divine 
grace  ;  which  we  ought  continually  to  aflc, 
that  we  may  be  made  conquerors^  and  more 
than  conquerors y  through  Him  that  loved  us. 
It  is  for  our  failures  in  duty,  or  yielding  to 
the  temptations  to  fin,  that;  we  ought  con- 
tinually to  implore  mercy  and  forgivenefs 
of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  great  high 
prieft. — ^Let  us  now 

11.  Shew  upon  what  grounds  the  fight- 
ing the  fight  of  faith,  or  the  true  Chriftian 
life,  yields  the  moft  folid  peace  at  all  times^ 
but  efpecially  at  that  time  when  we  have 
the  greateft  need  of  peace  and  comfort,  I 
mean  in  the  profpeft  of  our  approaching 
diflblution. — In  the  text,  we  find  two 
groun49  of  comfort  and  fupport  to  the 
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S£RM.  good  ChriftuQ  esdbibited  in  the  cafe  of  the 
^^-      Apoftle. 

ip  The  teftimony  of  a  gootj  confcieijtce; 
the  coajfcioufiiers  thd.t  he  has  endeavoured 
throi^  life  to  do  what  is  right  in  itfelf, 
what  is  intriafically  worthy  and  excellent. 
— ^I  have  fou^t  the  good  jfight,  fays  the 
Apoftle ;  the  good  Jighft ;  i.  e.  in  tJie  midft 
cf  trials  and  temptations  I  have  aded  the 
juft,  the  ri^t,  the  honpurable,  and  truly 
worthy  part.  Religion,  Rety,  true  Virtue, 
are  always  rqprefented  in  Scripture  as  pof- 
feflfed  of  a  native  worth  and  excellence. 
This  only  deferves  to  be  praifed  and  ije- 
warded  on  its  own  account.  True  gogd- 
nefs  can  ftand  alone,  independent  of  all 
other  fuppojCts;  whereas  no  accomplifhp^ents 
of  art  or  nature  deftitute  of  goodnefs,  can 
render  a  rational  being  worthy  of  our 
^fteem.  Theripoftfliining  advantages  pf, for- 
tune, body,  or  underftanding,feparated  fyopi 
virtue  and  piety,  are  of  very  fmall  value* 
True  goodniefs  forever  approves  itfelf  to  the 
mind  in  which  it  dwells.  It  is.accompa- 
nied  with  a  fecret  confcioufnefs  of  deferved 
efteem  and  applaufe  from  all  others;  and 
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indeed,  wherever  it  i^ears,  it  draws,  or  SE^M, 
father  forces  nad  extorts  the  approbation  ^^^' 
and  efteem  of  all  minds  not  thoroughly 
corrupted.  Nay,  I  may  lay  that  a  human 
mind  can  fcarcely  be  fo  entirely  corrupted, 
as  not  to  own  and  acknawledge,  not  be 
fmitten  with  the  beauty,  and  ft  ruck  with 
-the  reverence,  of  pure  and  unaffe£ted  piety 
and  goodnefs.  Accordingly  we  find  that 
even  favage  tyrants  have  ftood  in  awe^ 
^nd  found  themfelves  obliged  to  reverence 
that  piety  and  virtue,  which  reproved  their 
wickednefs,  which  they  wi(hed  to  pcrfecute, 
and  had  entirely  under  their  power.  Thus 
/Herod  was  ftruck  with  the  authority  and 
majefty  of  virtue  in  John  the  Baptift  who 
was  his;prifoner,  Mark,  ^i.  14 — ^20.  Herod 
.feared  Jobn^  -knowing  that  be  was  a  jujl 
and  holy  ;7ww,.and  favedhimfrom  reverence 
of  his  charader.  And  even  after  he  had 
been  prevailed  upon,  contrary  to  his  own 
better  refolutions,  toput  Johnto  death,  the 
awe  and  dread  of  John's  virtue  feems  to 
have  retained. its  power  over  his  mind.;  fo 
that  when  he  heard  of  the  miracles  of  Je-» 
fus,  he  was  afraid  that  it  was  John  the 
^{iptift  rifen  from  the  dead  to  take  venge-? 
7  anc? 
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S  E  R  M.  ance  on  him  for  putting  him  unjuftly  to 
death  as  we  read  in  the  former  part  of  the 
fame  chapter. 

Here  then  is  one  great  ground  of  peace 
at  all  times,  a  confcioufnefs  of  well-doing, 
which  nothing  can  rob  the  true  Chriftian 
of  J  nothing  can  deftroy,  nothing  can 
weaken  its  comfortable  and  rejoicing  in* 
fluence. — ^But^ 

2.  Another  ground  of  peace  and  joy 
to  the  true  Chriftian  is  the  profpeil,  the 
delightful  profpefl:,  of  a  glorious  and  eternal 
reward.  "  Henceforth,"  fays  the  Apoftk, 
^  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  rights 
^  eoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous 
"  Judge  fhall  give  me  at  that  day  2  and  not 
**  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that 
**  love  his  aj^earing*'*  The  man  who  ha§ 
fought  the  good  fight  never  doubts  but  that 
God,  who  is  himfelf  the  perfedk  model  of 
righteoufnefe  and  goodnefs— <hat  God  who 
planted  the  love  and  admiration  of  it  in  the 
heart  of  man,  does  himfelf  approve  of  it, 
and  will  abundantly  reward  it.  The  rights 
iotis  Lord  lovttb  rigbteoufnefs^  and  beboldetb 
the  uprigbt  man  witb  a  plea/ant  countenance* 
Jnward    goodncfs    difpofes    us   to    give 
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fuU  credit  to  the  voice  of  reafon^  and  to  the  silli. 
fuQer  voice  of  revekdon^  that  there  is  a  fii-  .  ^ 
ture  period  af^oaching  when  God  will 
render  to  ever7  man  according  to  his  works; 
a  day  in  which  triumphant  wickedne(3  ihall 
he  humbled,  and  real  idrtue,  however  n^-» 
leded,  however  injured  in  the  prefent  Ii&^ 
fhall  receive  its  proper  reccmipence  of  re- 
ward-*-What  this  reward  is,  cannot  be  fully 
deicribedy  and  its  excellence  underftoodt  but 
in  that  |[^ce  where  it  is  enjoyed*  For  eye 
bath  notfeen^  ear  both  not  beard^  neitbet 
dotb  it  inter  into  tbe  btart  of  man  to  conceive 
ibe  things  wbicb  God  batb  laid  up  in  fiorc 
for  tbofe  that  love  him.  This  is  indeed  a 
reward,  not  of  debt  but  of  grace.  It  is  the 
gift  of  Qod  through  Jefus  Chrifl:  our  Lord. 
But  as  God  has  been  pleafed  to  promife.  it, 
his  £iithfulnefs  is  engaged  to  perform  it«— 
But  to  draw  to  a  concluTion* 

How  happy  is  the  condition  of  the  good 
Chriftian !  Let  us  fuppofe  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  fituation  with  the  Apoftle  in  the  text, 
placed  like  him  on  the  very  borders  of  eter- 
nity, and  then  afk  ourfelves,  With  what 
eyes  we  Ihall  look  back  upon  our  paft  lives  ? 
and  if  finding  in  them  humble  but  fatif- 

Vol,  ir,  C  faaory^ 
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S  B  R&L  faftory  proofs  of  our  integrity,  with  what 
^^  expectations  we  fhall  look  forward  to  the 
approaching  reward  ?  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  words  to  defcribei  to  the  full,  that  iecret 
calm  and  ferenity,  nay  fometimes  that 
overflowing  delight  and  joy,  which  a  good^ 
ChrifUan  experiences  upon  this  occafion. 
If  one  (ingle  a^  of  virtue  yields  pleafure 
in  after-refledion,  which  every  one  who 
has  felt  it  will  own  to  be  a  pleafure  of  a 
more  exquifite  kind  than  any  of  the  plea- 
funes  of  fenfe,  what  ih^U  we  think  of  that 
pleafure  which  flows  from  a  ftedfafl  courfe 
of  virtue  through  life,  accompanied  with 
the  ravifliing  profped  of  an  exceeding  and 
an  eternal  weight  of  glory,  promifed  to  all 
thofe  who  have  continued  patientt  in  well* 
doing  ? 

Let  any  one  in  the  ufe  of  his  re^on 
fuppofe  himfelf  in  fo  happy  a  fituation  as 
this,  and  we  may  venture  the  queilion 
with  him,  whether  there  be  aught  in  life 
that  will  bear  a  comparifon  with  it. — I  will 
not  afk,  if  our  lufts  and  follies,  how  agree- 
able foever  at  prefent,  will  yield  fo  much 
fetisfaClion  In  the  after-review. — I  will  not 
remind  the  finner  of  that  remorfe  and  ter- 
ror 
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h)r  which  he  muft  expe<a  to  feel  when  SERM. 
death  and  judgment  ftare  him  in  the  facCt 
-*-But  what  I  would  afk  is  this,  Whether 
the  having  enjoyed  an  even  uninterrupted 
flow  of  profperity,  and  having  raifed  our 
fortunes  iil  the  world  by  the  moft  prudent 
and  regular  means,  and  pafTed  through  life 
with  credit  and  honour — whether  all  thofe 
advantages  put  together  will  afford  half  the 
peace  and  fatisfadion  in  the  hout  of  death, 
as  that  which  flows  from  the  religious 
views  and  hopes  which  the  Apoftle  ex- 
jprefles  in  the  text.  We  are  now,  by  fup- 
pofition,  placed  on  the  verge  of  time,  im- 
preffed  with  the  convidion  that  an  awful 
eternity  is  before  us,  and  that  this  world 
with  all  its  train  of  lawful  and  unlawful 
pu^fuits  and  pleafures  is  quickly  to  be 
ravifhed  from  our  eyes :  whereas  thofe 
ijpiritual  joys  which  the  Apoftle  felt,  arc 
kfting  and  pure;  they  are  like  fo  many 
good  and  faithful  friends  that  ftand  by  us 
in  our  greateft  need  :  nay  more,  they  will 
accompany  us  in  our  exit,  and  prefent 
themfelves  along  with  us  before  the  judg- 
ment-feat of  Chrift.  Blejfed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord ;  they  Jh all  reft  from 
C  2  their 
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S  B  R  M.  their  labours^  and  tbeit  works  Jball  foUcW 
^-     /Am*. 

I  .Behold,  Chriftiansi  ajoywMeh  tio  mafl 
taketh  from  you!  Thb  teftimony  of  a 
good  confdence,  thU  inward  afiurance  that 
a  good  man  hat  of  his  own  integrity,  and 
what  flows  from  thence,  the  hope  of  hb 
Maker's  favour^  is  a  treafikre  placed  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  his  moft  inveterate  ene* 
mies.  For  proof  of  this  we  need  only  ap« 
peal  to  the  fad  in  the  text«  The  Roman 
tyrant  Not)  held  our  Apoftle  now  in 
bonds,  could  embitter  life  to  him,-^tnd-4et 
death  before  him  under  the  moft  fwmida^ 
ble  ihapes ;  but  it  was  lAtot  in  the  power  of 
Nero  to  deprive  the  Apdlle  of  the  honeft 
boaft  and  noble  triumph  of  a  good  c<mi« 
fcience^  As  to  this,  the  faireft  and  beft 
of  pofidffions^  he  could  defy  his  rage. 

Nothing,  indeed,  can  difcompofe  or  ruffle 
the  good  man^  even  when  he  is  in  circum< 
ftances  which  muft  create  much  terror  to 
the  reft  of  men.  Ltt  ibejun  be  darkened^ 
and  the  moon  not  give  its  Hght^  let  tbejiars 
foil  from  heaven^  and  the  powers  of  the  beam 
vens  hejbaken ;  and  add,  if  you  will,  the 

fJUv^xiy.  13.     • 

Judge 
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Judge  defcendingf^-tfae  flames  deTOuring  SERM. 
before  him-^«the  graves  opemng— the  dead  ,  ^^ 
)mimg;~all  thefe  awftd  changes  in  the  face 
of  nature  may  be  furveyed  whh  eaie  by 
him  who  is  confcious  of  his  own  integnty^ 
He  is  accordingly  exhorted  to  lift  up  his 
head  with  joy,  as  knowing  that  h|s  falva^ 
tion  draweth  nighf  Where£3re  let  us  b§ 
ficdfqft  and  immovable^  and  always  abound^ 
ing  in  the  wort  offbe  Lord^  Jar  as  much  as 
p;e  know  that  our  labour  Jball  not  b(  in  vain 
fn  the  Lord. 

2.  On  the  contrary,  how  deplorable  Is 
the  condition  of  thofe  who  muf^,  at  the 
clofe  of  life,  apply  the  reverfe  of  the  text 
to  themlelve8,and  cry  out—"  I  have  finiih- 
**  ed  the  courfe,  not  of  virtue  but  of  idee ; 
^^  and  confequently  there  is  laid  up  for  me, 
^^  not  a  crown  of  righteoufaefs,  but  tre^ 
^^  fures  of  wrath,  which  the  righteous 
^^  Judge  (hall  deal  out  to  me  in  that  day«'' 
It  is  not  io^poffible  but  that  a  perfon  de-- 
termlned  to  continue  in  a  courfe  of  iin^ 
while  he  has  a  thoufand  objeds  to  divert 
and  amufe  his  thoughts,  may  be  able  to 
drive  away  diefe  and  other  very  ferious 
'  ^nd  folemn  refle^ons;  3ut  he  woi^ld 
C3  dfl 
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SERM.  do  well  to  confider  two  things:  firft,  if  1% 
will  be  cafy  to  get  rid  of  thefe  refledions, 
when  he  comes  to  die;  or,  fecondly,  fliould 
hi  be  able  to  carry  on.  the  felf-delufion  to 
the  laft,  of  what  ufe  will  it  be  to  faimy  to 
have  pafled  through  the  ftage  of  life  in  a 
pleafing  dream,  when,  finding  himfelf  mif- 
taken  in  the  end,  his  eyes  are  opened  to 
fee  the  wretchednefs  of  his  condition  at  a 
time  when  it  is'  too  late  to  bo  retrieved. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  let  us  learn  the 
way  to  attain  well-grounded  hopes  al  the 
laft.  It  is  by  fighting  a  good  fight. — It  is 
by  a  determined  and  vigorous  refiftance  of 
all  fin,  and  temptations  to  fin. — It  is  by  ftriv- 
ing  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  and  a  pa- 
tient contirtliance  in  well-doing.— Firm  re-? 
folutions  againft  fin  faithfully  executed  is 
the  way  to  glory,  honour,  and  immor- 
tality: an  eafy  and  unftruggling  ftatc  of 
virtue  is  fcarcely  to  be  expeded  ia  this 
world.  Let  us  then  quit  ourfelves  Hke  mctty 
and  bijftrong.  To  him  that  overcometb  will 
J  grant  to  Jit  with  me  in  my  throne^  even  as 
f  al/h  overcame  J  and  am  Jet  down  with  my, 
fatbir  in  bis  throne"^.  Bi  thou  faitbful 
♦  Rev.  3vi  21.  * 
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Ta  coadude/with  the  diredipn  of  l^e  ^ 
Apoftle  to  the  Ephefians :  Finally^  my  bre^ 
tbren^  be  Jirong  in  the  Lord^  and  in  the 
power  of  bis  migbt.     Put  on  .tbe  wbole  ar^ 
mourqfGodj  tbat  ye  inay  be  able  to  Jland   , 
againjl  the  wiles  of  tbe  Devil.     For  we 
wrejlle  not  againjl flefb  and  bloody  but  againjl 
principalities^    againjl  powers^    againjl  tbe 
rulers  of  tbe  darknefs  of  tbis  worlds  againjl 
fpiritual  wickednefs  in  bigb  places.     Wbere^ 
fore  take  unto  you  tbe  wbole  armour  of  God^ 
tbat  ye  may  be  able  to  witbjland  in  tbe  evil 
dayy  and  baving  done  all  to  Jland.     Stand 
tberefore^  baving  your  loins  girt  about  with 
trutby  and  baving  on    tbe    breq/l-pldie  of 
rigbteoufnefs^  and  your  feet  Jhod  witb  tbe 
preparation  of  tbe  Gofpel  of  peace ;  above  all^ . 
taking  tbejhield  offaitb^  wberewitb  yejhatt 
be  able  io  quencb  all  tbe  fiery  darts  of  tbe 
wicked;  and  take  tbe  belmet  offalvation^  and 
tbe  fword  oftbejpirit^  wbicb  is  tbe  word  of 
God:  praying  always  witb  all  prayer  and 
fuppUcation  in  tbejpirit^  and  watcbing  tbere^    • 

♦  Rev.  ii.  10. 

*      C'4  unU 
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SERM.  unto  voffb eM  perftveranccy  and JitppBcaSitM 
^1 .  for  all/asnts*:'^^d  with  our  Saviour's  own 
advice :  let  us  watch  and  traj^  tbat  we  Oh 
ter  not  into  temptation '\, 


•  Epli.  ti.  10—18. 
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SERMON    Xni. 

On  tl^e  Rrqjricty  and  Ufcfulacfe  of  Reli-. 
^ous  Gratitude. 

PreacM  in  the  CQHege  Ckapet 


Psalm  cyiL  8« 


Ob  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  bis 
goodnefs^  and  for  bis  wonderful  works  t(r 
the  children  of  men  I 

IT  is  commonly  acknowledged,  that  there  s  E  r  it 
is  no  vice  which  difcovers  greater  bafe-  ^^^* 
nefs  of  mind,  and  is  more  odious  in  the 
fight  of  God  and  men,  than  Ingratitude. 
Whenever  Ingratitude  is  mentioned,  every 
one  declaims  againfl  it  as  a  mark  of  a  low, 
a  profligate,  and  an  abandoned  charaden 
But  it  is  Ingratitude  to  men  only,  which  is 
generally  and  feverely  condemned.  Ingra- 
titude to  God,  the  bed  of  all  benefactors, 

is 
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s  E  R  M.  is  but  (lightly  thought  of,  and  fcarcely  con- 
^^^\*  ,  iidered  as  criminal,  in  any  confiderable  de- 
gree. Pious  men,  in  all  ages,  have  ob- 
ferved  and  lamented  the  general  infenfibi- 
lity  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  which  prevails 
afliong  mankind.  Thus  the  devout  Pfalm* 
ift  makes  it  the  burden  of  his  fong  in  the 
107th  pfalm,  verfes  8,  15,  21,31. 

**  Oh  that  men.  wofild  praife  the  Lord  for 
**  his  goodnefs^  and  for  his  wonderful  ivorks 
**  to  the  children  ofmen.^^  The  form  of  ex- 
preflion,  **  0  that  men  would  praife  the 
•*  Lordy'  fhews,  that  it  is  a  tender  lamenta- 
tion over  the  blindnefs  of  mankind^  who 
feem  not  to  perceive  the  numberlefs  grounds 
tfa?y  have  for  continual  thankfuluefs  and 
praife.  The  form  of  the  expreffion,  "  Oh 
*^  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his 
**  goodnefs,*'  implies  alfo  an  ardent  wifh 
that  the  infenfiblUty  and  coldnefs  of  maa- 
kind,  in  this  refpeft,  were  corredied  ;  and 
that  they  would  learn  to  praife  God,  with 
fmcerity  and  fervour,  for  hb  never-peafing 
goodnefs. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  fpend  time  in  en- 
plaining  the  meaning  of  Gratitude,  and  its 
pppofite^  Ingratitude.     Every  pnQ  knows 

the 
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die  full  meaning  of  thefe  terms  from  im-  SERtf. 
mediate  inward  feeling,  better  than  by  any  ^^^^* 
yerbal  defcription  that  can  be  given.  In 
one  word,  Gratitude  is  a  lively  and  lafting 
fenfe  of  benefits  aSually  conferred  upon 
us,  or  of  friendly  difpofitions  expreffed  to- 
wards us.  Ingratitude,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  an  infenfibility  of  fiivours  received  or 
Intended ;  a  forgetfulnefs  of  them,  or  a 
oegleding  to  make  proper  returns,  when 
we  have  the  power  and  the  opportunity : 
and  Ingratitude  is  carried  to  its  greatcft 
height,  or  is  moft  highly  aggravated,  when 
benefits  are  not  only  forgotten,  and  no  re- 
turn made  for  them  ;  but  when  bad  returns 
are  made^  when  evil  is  rendered  for  good. 

All  that  is  intended,  in  (peaking  on  thb 
fubjefl:  at  prefcnt,  is, 

L  To  fliew  the  reafonablenefs  of  exer- 
jcifing  ourfelves  in  habitual  thankfulnefs, 
and  praife  to  God,  for  all  his  benefits. 

II.  To  point  out  the  great  advantages  of 
(:ultivating  this  pious  and  grateful  difpo- 
fition  of  mind  ;  and, 

III.  To  enquire  into  the  caufes  why  men 
\^^  fp  little  delight,  a9  they  generally  do,  ii> 

?^  the 
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9  E  R  M.  the  pradice  of  this  reafpnable  and  important 
'^^?-     duty- 

I.  Upon  the  firft  point  let  it  be  obfervcd. 
That  there  is  a  real  foundation  for  this  part 
of  Religion  laid  in  our  natqret  A  fenfe  of 
|)enefits  receivedi  kind  afie<£tion  and  regard 
for  thofe  who  bellow  them,  a  defire  and 
propenfity  to  acknowledge  them,  feem  to 
be  difpofitions  deeply  rooted  in  the  original 
frame  of  our  fouls :  and  thefe  difpofitions 
never  fail  to  difplay  themfelves  in  all  minds^ 
which  are  not  fomeway  perverted  or  cor^ 
rupted.  Now  as  there  is  no  difpofitioi^ 
implanted  in  the  human  mind,  but  with 
an  intention  that  it  fliould  be  exerted  on 
jproper  occafions,  it  muft  ever  be  highly 
reafonable  to  chefifh  within  us  the  feelings 
of  Gratitude,  to  give  way  to  them,  and 
manifeft  them  to  others  by  proper  ex- 
preffions  and  behaviour.  One  might  as 
well  deny  that  the  eye  was  given  us  to  be 
employed  in  beholding  objeds  about  us, 
as  deny  that  the  principle  of  Gratitude  was 
implanted  in  our  minds,  on  purpofe  to  b? 
put  in  exercife  towards  our  ben^fedors^ 

It 
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tt  lias  however  been  aiTerted  by{om6{  SBRM^ 
trho  are  unfriendly  to  religioni  that  there  ,  ^^* 
is  no  principle  in  the  human  heart  which 
leads  to  Gratitude  or  praife  to  God.  All 
thankfulnefs  to  Divine  Providence  is  merely 
imaginary,  a  £inatical  thing  which  has  no 
foundation  in  human  nature:  and  that 
men  only  deceive  themfelves  with  pre* 
tended  feelings  of  pious  thankfulnefs,  which 
hever  did,  nor  can  exifh 

If  this  afTertion  means^  that  there  are 
bot  two  quite  diftin£l  and  ieparate  princi- 
ples in  the  human  mind,  one  prompting 
to  Gratitude  to  God^  and  another  leading 
us  to  Gratitude  to  our  fellow*men  j  it  is 
true  that  there  are  not  two  fuch  different 
principles.  But  if  there  is  one  great  prin« 
dple  deeply  laid  in  human  nature,  namely^ 
a  lively  and  quick  fenfe  of  benefits  re- 
ceived)  with  a  natural  propenfity  to  ac*^ 
knowledge  them,  whether  thofe  benefits  are 
recdved  from  the  hand  of  God  or  man  2 
then  it  will  follow,  that^  as  foon  as  the 
mind  is  raifed  to  juft  conceptions  of  God 
as  our  Creator  and  continual  Benefador^ 
Gratitude  to  him  is  as  natural,  as  deeply 
founded  in  our  original  frame,  as  Gratitude 

to 
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s£RM«  to  human  beiiefa6lors«  One  can  fcarcely 
help  pitying  fuch  pcrfons  as  never  felt  their 
hearts  wai*ilied  with  the  pleafing  emotions 
of  thankfiilnefs  to  an  all-gracious  God. 

Further,  the  mind  of  man  is  not  only 
capable  of,  and  fitted  for,  praiiing  God, 
but  it  appears,  from  the  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, that  it  has  been  a  general,  if  not  an 
univerfal  perfuafion  among  them,  that  it 
was  theif  duty  to  render  praifes  to  the 
Deity.  All  focieties,  in  all  nations  and 
ages,  at  leaf):  as  foon  as  raifed  in  any  con^ 
fiderable  degree  above  the  favage  Hate, 
have  appointed  and  celebrated  feftivals  of 
thankfgiving,  in  honour  and  praife  of  the 
deities  which  they  worfhipped. 

If  we  look  back  into  the  femoteft  anti-« 
quity,  we  Ihall  find  that  the  beft  men  have 
been  deeply  fenfible  of  their  obligations  to 
the  bounty  of  Divine  Providence  ;  and  have 
expreffed  the  grateful  fentiments  of  theiif 
hearts  with  that  fimplicity  and  heartihefs^ 
which  real  feeling  always  infpires.  Thu> 
we  read  that  Jacob,  in  very  ancient  times^ 
after  Providence  had  crowned  his  labour 
and  induftry  for  a  long  courfc  of  ycart 
with  fucccfs  J— after  having  been  once  io 

poor 
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poor  as  to  have  no  other  property  but  his  s  E  R  VL 
flaff  in  his  hand,  he  had  become  pofTefled 
of  large  flocks  and  herds,  and  a  numerous 
family;  in  thefe  circumftances,  Jacob,  deeply 
fenfible  of  the  gpodnefs  of  heaven,  ex- 
prefled  his  fenfe  of  it  with  a  fimplicity  and 
humility  becoming  a  good  man.  Gen.xxxii. 
9,  I  o.  "  And  Jacob  faidy  O  God  ofmyfa^ 
•*  tber  Abraham  J  and  God  of  my  father  Ifaac^ 
^  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaf  of  all  thy 
**  mercies y  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou 
**  bqfljhewed  unto  tbyfervant ;  for  with  my 
^^J^^ff  ^  P^Jf^d  over  this  Jordan^  and  now 
^*  returning  over  ity  I  am  become  two  bands ^ 
It  is  ueedlefs  to  quote  multitudes  of  in- 
ftances  of  the  like  pious  Gratitude,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  among  the  Ifraelites.  The 
whole  book  of  Pfalms  is  a  (landing  monu« 
jnent  of  the  notions  and  fentiments  of  that 
ancient  people,  with  refped  to  the  fublimc 
duties  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  *• 

We 

*  The  reafonablene fs  and  excellency  of  Gratitude  and 
Praife  to  God  is  not  only  taught  and  exemplified  in  the 
Jewifh  fcriptures,  but  we  find  even  the  better  fort  of  hea- 
thens expreiDng  the  mod  pathetic  and  ftrikiag  fentiments 
on  this  fubject.  Thus  an  ancient  philofopher,  who  was  %% 
•Id  man>  after  having  mentioocd  various  other  grounds  for 
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SSRJM:.  We  might  add,  as  a  further  confidera^ 
iion,  to  fhew  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty^ 
that  it  is  one  of  the  mod  diftinguifhing 
and  glorious  prerogatives  of  human  nature^ 
that  it  is  capable  of  knowing,  adcHing,  and 
praifmg  God.  It  is  this  that  elevates  man 
above  the  inferior  creatures,  and  enables 
him,  for  himfelf  and  fbr  them,  to  do  ho^ 
mage  to  the  fovereign  Maker  and  Lord  of 
alU    It  is  juftly  and  elegantly  £iid,  by  a 

celebratiDg  the  praifes  of  the  Divine  goodnefs  on  all  occa- 
fio»>s>  adds,  "  That  we  fhoold  make  our  highcft  and  nobleft 
'*  ibngs  of  Praife  refound  into  Godj  upon  the  accooift 
'*  of  that  dtvineft  of  gifn,  our  reafon  and  onderfianding. 
••  For/*  fayi  he,  «*  it  is  by  means  of  this  greateft  of  gifts, 
^  viz.  oar  reaibn,  that  we  are  capable  of  reflefting  opon 
^^  all  our  other  bleffings,  of  cnjoyinj^  them  as  rational 
**  beings>  and  of  making  the  right  ufe  of  them/*  And 
then  he  adds  farther,  *<  If  the  great  bulk  of  mankind 
**  are  fo  blind,  as  not  to  difcera  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
''  and  if  they  are  fo  infenfible,  as  not  to  praife  him  for  it^ 
"  ought  there  not  to  be  feme  one  to  perform  this  office, 
«'  and  ing  hymns  of  praife  to  God  for  all  the  reft  ?  And 
^  what  other  thing  can  I,  who  am  a  lame  oM  nun,  do, 
^  but  celebrate  the  praifes  of  my  Maker  f  If  I  were  a 
**  nightingale,  I  would  do  the  office  of  a  nightingale :  if 
*'  I  were  a  fwan,  I  would  do  the  office  of  a  fwan  ;  but  fince 
'*  I  am  a  rational  being,  I  will  celebrate  the  praifes  of 
*'  God.  This  is  my  office,  I  will  perform  it,  nor  will  I 
'*  relinquifh  it,  while  it  is  in  my  power  to  difcharge  its 
*'  duties.  And  I  exhort  yon  all  to  join  with  me  in  this 
*•  facred  employment/* 
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good  writer,  "  Man  is  the  high-prieft  of  g  e  R  M. 
*'  nature,  placed  in  the  magnificent  temple  ^  ^^f* 
**  of  this  lower  worlds  that  he  may  offer 
**  up  the  incenfe  of  thanks  and  praife  for 
**  himfelf  and  the  brute  creation  around 
**  him*"  We  may  fee,  from  what  has 
been  faid,  that,  whether  we  enquire  iata 
the  principles  of  the  human  mind,  whether 
we  examine  into  the  fentiments  and  prac*- 
tices  of  the  more  wife  and  virtuous  part  of 
mankind  in  all  ages,  or  whether  we  attend 
to  the  didates  of  divine  revelation,  we  find 
every  thing  concurring  to  prove  the  tea- 
fonablenefs  and  excellence  of  the  dkity  of 
thankfglving  and  of  praife.  Let^us  not 
then  be  moved  with  the  falfe  and  deaden- 
ing notions  of  fceptical  philofophers,  that 
human  nature  is  incapable  of  pious  grati- 
tude and  praife  j  but,  on  the  contrary, 
let  us  be  eftabliflied  in  the  firm  and  joyful 
perfuafion.  That  it  is  oile  of  the  noblefl: 
capacities,  and  one  of  the  moft  honourable 
employments  of  the  foul  of  man,  to  give 
thanks  to  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy ^  which  endurethfor  ever. 

Let  all  of  us  then,  whether  old  or  young, 
or  in  whatever  ftage  or  ftation  of  life  we 
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SB  R  M.  may  be,  confidcr  it  as  a  duty  moft  reafcn- 
^^*     able,  and  moft  becoming  us,  to  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  ^oodnefs  and  for  his  won- 
derful works  to  the  children  df  men.     Let 
the  young  early  accuftom  themfelves  to  re- 
fleft,  that  they  lie  under  great  and  peculiar 
obligations  to  give  glory  to  God  for  his 
goodnefs.     For,  in  the  days  of  youth  the 
bleffing  and  benefit  of  life  is  new,  and  the 
memory  of  it  ought  to  be  frefh  and  ftrong 
tipon  their  minds.     And  nothing  can  be 
more  natural,  than  that  they  fhoutd  fliew 
forth  the  praife  of  Him  who  fills  their  hearts 
with  gladnefs,  and  gives  them  all  things 
tichly  to  enjoy. — Such  young  perfons  ef- 
pecially  as  are  diftinguiftied  firom   others 
by  the  external  advantages  of  rank,  riches, 
and  affluence  of  all  kinds,  ought  to  confi- ' 
der  that  they  owe  thefe  good  things,  not 
to  any  merit  of  their  own,  not  to  any 
thing  they  have  done,  or  conld  doy  but  to 
the  mere  bounty  of  their  Creator.     It  is 
his  all-bounteous  providence  atone  which 
puts  them  in  a  diiBTerent  fttuation   from 
others  around  them.     Strange  !  that  thofe 
very  perfons  who  enjoy  the  diftinguiihing 
favours  of  Divine  Providence,  (houid  ever 
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tMnk  that  they  are  entitled  to  diftinguifh  s  E  R  M. 
themfelves  by  a  total  forgetfulnefs  of  their  ^J^^ 
all-gracious  BencfaSor;  and  by  a  deter*-  » 
mined  negleS,  if  not  contempt,  of  his 
worfliip,  authority,  and  laws,  and  every 
thing  that  relates  to  him.  We  can  fcarce 
-conceive  more  fliocking  ingratitude  thaa 
this,  that  thofe  v^rho  partake  moft  liberally 
of  the  Divine  bounty  fliould  never  give 
glory  to  God  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
their  hearts  fo  filled  up  with  their  worldly 
^abundance,  the  free  gift  of  God,  as  to  for- 
get, and  even  to  abufe  the  Giver  of  it. — ^Is 
ingratitude  to  men  the  moft  odious  crime, 
and  is  ingratitude  to  God  no  crime  at  all  ? 
fteafon  furely  does  not  fay  fo;  nor  can 
any  one  governed  by  its  dictates  ever 
think  fo,  or  a£i:  as  if  he  did. 

Having  (hewn  the  reafonablenefs  and 
excellence  of  the  habitual  exercife  of 
thankfulnefs  and  praife  to  God,  let  us  now 
proceed,  as  was  propofed,  in  the 

lid  place.  To  point  out  the  advantages 
of  cherifhing  and  cultivating  this  pious  and 
grateful  difpofition. 

Firft  then,  let  us  confider  that  Gratitude 

is  a  delightful  exercife  of  the  human  mind. 
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s  E  R  M.  No  one,   who  has  ever  felt  the  real  emo-- 
tions  of  a  grateful  heart,  can   doubt   olic 
moment,  that  they  put  him  into  a  pleafant 
and  moft  agreeable  ftate  of  mind.     The 
experience  of  all  good  men  bears  teftimony 
to  this.  "  Praife  the  Lardl^  fays  the  Pfalm- 
ift,  ^^  for  the  Lord  is  good.     Sing  prai/es 
"  unto  his  name^  for  it  is  pleafant^'*    Pfalm 
cxxxv.  3.  "  //  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks 
^  unto  the  Lordy  and  to  Jing  praifes  to  thy 
*•  fiame^  0  thou  moji  high^     Praife  flows 
from   a   cheerful   heart,  and  it  feeds  and 
cheriflies  this  very  cheerfulnefs  from  which 
it  flows. — ^The   other  duties  of  Devotion 
have  their  pleafures,  but  they  are  not  quite 
fo  pure  and  unmixed  as  this.     Prayer  re- 
minds us  6f  imperfeftions  and  wants:  Con- 
feflion  includes  in  it  a  mournful  remem- 
brance of  our  fins,  our  follies,  and  our  ilU 
defervings;     But  Thankfgiving  is  all   eafe 
and  pleafantnefs ;  and  brings  nothing  along 
with  it  but  the  delightful  memory  of  valu- 
able benefits  beftowed,  and  of  the  difin- 
terefted  goodnefs  of  the  great  Beftower. 

Confider,  in  the  fecond  place,  that  Gra- 
titude and  Praife  are  not  only  delightful  in 
the  Immediate  exercife,  but  produce   the 
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moft   falutary  effeds    imaginable   on    the  SERM. 
minds  of  men.     Their  benign  influence  ..      -*  ^ 
fpreads  itfelf  over  the  whole  temper,  and  , 
promotes  the  virtue  and  happinefs  of  life 
in  a  great  variety  of  ways. — ^For 

I  ft,  Habitual  Gratitude,  wrought  into  the 
very  temper,  banifhes  all  that  needlefs  anxi- 
ety and  fruitlefs  concern  which  are  apt  to 
cloud  the  minds  of  infenfible  and  unthought- 
ful  men.  That  perfon  who  Ijrequently  recol- 
ledts,  in  a  warm  and  ferious  manner,  the 
innumerable   inftances  of  the  kindnefs  of 
Providence  to  himfelf,  and  gives  way  to 
thofe  emotions  of  joy  and   praife  whieh 
fuch  recolledions  will  naturally  excite,  can 
fcarcely  be  fubjeft  to  that  fecrct  heayincfs  of 
heart  which  the  unthinking  frequently  feel 
when  they  lie  under  no  real  diftrefs.     Nay 
farther,  the  man  who  lives  under  the  habi- 
tual influence  of  lively  Gratitude  to  a  kind 
Providence,  will  derive  great  mitigation  of 
his  real  diftreflfes  from  this  piety  of  dif- 
pofition.    For  thankful  refleftions  upon  the 
many  favours  of  Providence  formerly  re- 
ceived and   long   enjoyed,   and  upon  the 
many  blefBngs  he  ftill  enjoys  even   amidft 
bis  afflidlions,  will  lighten  the  prefl!ure  of 
D  3  prefent 
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S  E  R  W.  pr^fcnt  diftjieflfes,  and  difpofe  him  to  bear 
^^/^;      them  with  acquiefcence  and  compofure  of 
mind ; .  and  thus  real  diftrefs  is  greatly  miti- 
taged. — Further, 

2dly,  The  habitual  exercife  of  pious 
Gratitude  and  Praife  will  have  a  fweet  and 
kindly  influence  upon  (he  whole,  temper 
and  difpofitipn.  It  will  reftrain  and  cor- 
reft  every  thing  four  and  morofe  :,  It  will 
prevent  the  rufflings  and  difcompofure  of 
fpirit  which  crofs  accidents  are  apt  to  pro- 
duce. And  not  only  will  it  thus  flop  the 
growth  of  bad  and  difquieting  difpofitionsi 
but  it  will  cherifh  and  ftrengthen  every 
kind,  benevolent,  and  pleafing  afFeftion* 
That  man  who  refleds  with  real  thankful- 
nefs  upon  the  many  happy  circumflances 
of  his  life,  and  who  is  content  with  that 
condition  and  flation  which  Providence  has 
afligned  him,  will  feel  his  heart  overflow- 
ing with  good-will  and  tendernefs  to  all 
his  fellow-creatures  around  him.  Thofe 
who  are  fatisfied  with  their  lot  in  life,  who 
rejoice  in  the  Divine  adminiftration,  poflefs 
an/  internal  ferenity  of  foul  which  is  ex- 
tremely favourable  to  the  rife  and  growth 
of  every  focial  and  humane  difpofitioa. 
2  The 
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The  foul  is  then,  as  it  were,  in  its  right  s  e  R  M, 
poflure,  and  difcovers  its  natural  pro-  ,  ^^^*  , 
penfity  to  benignity  and  beneficence  of  all 
kinds  ^.  When  the  mind  is  fettled  in  this 
date,  there  is  nothing  to  difturb  the  eafy 
and  natural  courfe  of  the  kind  affections. 
They  freely  ftream  out  on  their  prc^r 
objeds.  And  indeed  it  is  juft  what  may 
be  expe^ed,  that  thofe  who  are  plea&d 
with  the  order  and  government  of  the  great 
family  of  God,  and  with  their  own  ftation 
and  treatment  in  it,  (hould  wiih  well  to 
all  their  fellow-children,  and  rejoice  in 
their  profperity. 

To  which  we  may  add,  that  this  habi- 
tual Gratitude  of  temper  begets  and  che* 
rifhes  that  humility  of  mind,  which  is  a 
fundamental  virtue  in  the  Chriftian  fyftem 
of  morality :  For  when  we  are  accuftomed 
habitually  to  rcflcft  that  we  have  nothing 
of  our  own,  nothing  but  what  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  bounty  of  our  Maker; 
when  we  bear  about  with  us  the  habitual 

*  Let  aiy  nto  rcfled  opoo  the  (Ute  of  hit  mind  wkea 
under  the  influence  of  lively  emotions  of  gratitude  to  a 
human  benefador^  and  he  will  be  fenfible  of  the  tSt€i 
here  meotioAed* 
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SERM.  imprcfEbn  that  it  is  God  who  beftows 
^^^^'  upon  us  all  diftinguifhing  advantages; 
thefe  fentiments,  deeply  rooted  in  our 
heart?,  muft  kill  the  feeds  of  pride  and  va- 
nity, and  produce  that  humility  which  is 
a  chief  ornament  to  a  Chriftian.  Thus 
we  fee,  it  is  the  natural  effed  of  a  prevail- 
ing temper  of  pious  Gratitude,  to  remove 
the  imaginary  evils  of  life,  to  foften  the 
real  ones,  and  to  extend  the  prevalence  of 
the  friendly  and  generous  affedions  over 
the  whole  charailer  and  condud.  Nothing 
fjirely  can  be  a  ftronger  recommendation 
of  any  ftate  of  mind,  than  fuch  a  powerful 
influence  to  promote  the  virtue  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  our  lives. 

For  it  may  be  added,  in  the 
3d  place,  as  another  effed  of  this  grate- 
ful temper,  that  it  difpofes  us  for  the  cheer- 
ful performance  of  every  other  duty.  The 
more  fenfible  we  are  of  our  obligations  to 
the  Divine  bounty,  the  more  frequently 
and  the  more  warmly  that  we  recoUedt  all 
our  mercies,  fo  much  the  more  cheerfully 
ihall  we  endeavour  to  do  all  thofe  things 
which  we  know  to  be  acceptable  to  our 
great  and  conftant  Benefador.— Befides,  ha- 
bitual 
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bitual  and  unfeigned  thankfulnefs  for  be-  S  E  R  M, 
nefits  already   received,  puts   us  into  the  .  ^^^*  ^ 
moft  proper  ftate   and  difpofition  for  re- 
ceiving new  bleffings,    and  renders  us  fit 
objedis  of  the  Divine   favour.      But  dill 
farther,  in  the 

4th  place,  This  habitual  ftate  of  pious 
gratitude  has  a  natural  tendency  to  efta- 
blifli  our  faith  in  the  goodnefs  and  mercy 
of  God*  The  frequent  and  joyful  remem- 
brance of  paft  benefits,  and  the  warm  fenfe 
of  prefent  ones,  confirm  our  perfuafion  of 
the  Divine  benignity,  and  encourage  us  to 
rely  upon  it  with  an  unreferved  confidence 
for  the  future.  Are  we  deeply  ftruck  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  Divine  goodnefs  having 
nurfed  us  through  one  or  more  ftages  of 
life  ?  This  animates  our  hopes  that  it  will 
continue  to  accompany  us  through  the  fol- 
lowing ftages  of  it*  Have  we  experienced 
the  Divine  bounty,  through  all  the  dif- 
ferent ftages  of  this  ftate  of  mortality? 
What  mighty  ground  of  hope  does  this  af- 
ford, that  it  will  follow  us  through  all  fu- 
ture ftages  of  our  exiftence  in  the  eternal 
world  I  What  a  fource  of  confolation  muft 
this  be,  when  we  feel  our  diifolution  ap- 
proaching, 
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SERM.  preaching,  when  wc  are  juft  about  to  enter 

.  ^J^*  ,  upon  a  new  ftate  of  being !     How  confo- 

latory,  how  happy  is  it  to  be  able  to  fay 

in  the  fulnefs  of  our  hearts,  with  the  devout 

Ffalmiil  *,   Surely  goodncfs  and  mercy  Jball 

follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  Ijfe^  and  I  wUl 

dwell  in  the  boufe  of  the  Lord  for  ever ;  and 

that  though  my  flefh  and  heart  faints  and 

fails ^  yet  God  is  thejlrength  of  my  hearty  and 

my  portion  for  ever'f! 

To  conclude  then :  Since  this  Gratitude 
of  foul  is  recommended  by  fo  many  and  fo 
great  advantages,  as  well  as  it  is  juft  and 
reafonable  in  itfelf ;  let  us  ever  attend  to 
all  the  mighty  benefits  of  our  creation, 
prefervation,  and  efpecially  of  our  redemp- 
tion by  Jefus  Chrift  :  Let  us.  refolve  to  ex- 
crcife  ourfelves  in  this  delightful  and  happy 
employment :  Let  us  always  remember  that 
there  is  no  office  more  becoming  and  ho- 
nourable than  to  love  and  praife  God,  our 
Creator  and  Redeemer,  with  all  our  heart, 
with  all  our  foul,  with  all  our  mind,  and  with 
all  our  ftrengih.  Let  us  enter  into  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  pious  Pfalmift  :  "  /  will  fng 
♦*  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  Hive :  Iwilljing 

•  Fralm  x^ctii.  6^  f  ?Uta  IxxUi.  2& 
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praife  unto  my  God  while  I  have  a  being,  s  E  R  M. 
My  meditation  of  him  /hall  be  fweet :  I  ^^ 
will  be  glad  in  the  Lord"*^'"  "  /  will 
**  extol  thee^  my  Gody  0  King :  and  I  will 
blefs  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  Every 
day  I  will  blefs  thee^  and  I  will  praife  thy 
name  for  ever  and  ever  '\.  One  generation 
Jhall  praife  thy  works  to  another.  They 
^^  Jhall  utter  abundantly^  the  memory  of  thy 
^^  great  goodnefsj  and  fng  of  thy  righteouf- 
**  nefs.  All  thy  works  praife  thee^  and  thy 
^^  faints  Jhall  blefs  tbee^     Ameiu 

*  Pialm  civ*  33,  34.  f  Pfalm  cxiv.  i,  2. 
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SERMON     XIV, 

On  the  Caufes  of  the  Want  of  Religious 
Gratitude* 


Psalm  cvii.  8# 

Ob!  that  mn  would  praife  the  Lord  for  bis 
goodnefsy  and  for  bis  wonderful  works  to 
the  children  of  men. 

Luke,  xvii.  17,  18. 
And   Jefus    anfwering  faid^    Were  there 
not  ten  cleanfedf  but  where  are  the  nine? 
There  are  not  found  who  have  returned  t(k 
give  glory  to  God^  fave  this  franger. 

SERM.  TJOTH  thefe  paffages  of  Scripture^ 
JL3  though  written  at  the  diftance  of  near 
a  thoufand  years  from  one  another,  plainly 
intimate,  that  an  infenfibility  to  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  and  a  backwardnefs  to  praife 
him  for  it,  were  prevailing  faults  in  thofe 
remote  times.     And  if  we  obferve  the  pre- 

fcnt 
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fcnt  times  and  confult  our  own  experience,   s  E  r  m.. 

we  fliall  ftill  find  but  too  juft  caufe  to  think 

that  this  fault  is  not  yet  fufficiently  mended  J 

and  that  there  is  ftill  too  much  ground  to 

apply  to  the  unthankfulnefs  of  mankind  in 

the  prefent  age  that  pathetic  lamentation^ 

which  the   King  of  Ifrael  three  thoufand 

years  ago  made    over  the  peopile  of  that 

age :  "  Oh !    that  men  would  praife   the 

"  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  won- 

"  derful  works  to  the  children  of  men.'* 

The  fecond  paflage  of  Scripture  which  I 
read  to  you  exhibits  this  infenfibility  or 
forgetfulnefs  of  the  Divine  goodnefs,  in  a 
very  ftriking  example  of  it.  From  the 
1 2th  v^e  we  learn  that  ten  men  had  met 
our  bleffed  Saviour  as  he  entered  a  certain 
village,  and,  in  confequence  of  their  earneft 
fupplication,  had  obtained  a  miraculous  de- 
liverance from  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  dit-* 
eafes  to  which  human  nature  is  fubjeft.  Out 
of  thefe  ten,  only  one  poor  Samaritan  fhewed 
himfelf  duly  fenfible  of  fuch  a  fignal  in- 
ftance  of  the  Divine  mercy.  Ver.  17,  i8« 
Andyefus  anfwering  faid^  Were  there  not  ten 
cleanfed?  but  where  are  the  nine  ?  There  are 
not  found  who  have  returned  to  give  glory  to 
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8ERM.  God^  fave  this  Jir anger.  What  a  mourftful 
>  ^\  pidlure  is  this  of  the  infenfibility  of  men's 
tempers,  and  of  their  ingratitude  to  God 
the  giver  of  all  good  ?  If  men  are  thus  apt 
to  forget  even  the  moft  extraordinary  in- 
^ances  of  Divine  mercy,  in  how  much 
jgreater  danger  muft  they  be  of  overlooking 
the  benefits  they  are  continually  receiving 
in  the  daily  courfe  of  Divine  Providence  ? 

In  the  preceding  difcourfe,  I  attempted  to 
fhew  you  the  reafonablenefs  and  excellence 
of  the  temper  of  Religious  Gratitude,  and  the 
importance  of  habitually  cultivating  it.  I 
now  proceed  to  enquire,  as  was  propofed 
in  the 

Illd  place,  wiience  it  proceeds,  that  men 
arc  fo  little  difpofed,  as  they  generally 
are,  to  praife  God ;  and  do  in  fad:  employ 
themfelves  fo  little  in  the  exercife  of  this 
moft  reafonable,  pleafant,  and  ufeful  duty. 
In  treating  this  part  of  the  fubjed  it  may 
be  proper  to  mention,  Jirjly  what  feems  to 
be  the  moft  general caufe  of  the  infenfibility 
and  ingratitude  of  mankind ;  ^nd  Jecondfy^ 
to  point  out  the  more  particular  caufes, 
arifing  from  the  particular  turn  of  men's 
difpofitions  and  ways  of  thinking.  Laftly, 
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it  may  be  ufe&l  to  attempt  fomethiDg  to«  SERlbf* 
wards  the  cure  of  this  evil.  .  ^^^' 

I.  Then,  the  more  general  and  principal 
caufe  of  men's  failing  in  this  duty  is  their 
want  of  attention,  or  of  ferious  confidera- 
tion.  That  the  ^ant  of  this  is  a  great  hin- 
derance  to  the  true  fpirit  of  thankfulneia 
and  praife,  muft  be  evident  to  every  one 
at  firft  fight  J  becaufe  habits  of  thoughtiels 
inattention  prevent  all  refledtion,  either 
upon  the  number  or  the  value  of  the  blcff- 
ings  we  enjoy  or  have  enjoyed.  That  per- 
fbn  who  never  fets  himfelf  to  refled  upon 
the  multitude  of  the  mercies  he  has  receiv- 
ed, and  who  never  fits  down  to  count  and 
fum  them  up,  can  never  feel  himfelf,  as  it 
were,  conftrained  to  join  in  the  pious  and 
natural  exclamation  of  the  devout  Pfalmift, 
**  How  precious  alfo  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me^ 
**  0  God !  How  great  is  the  fum  of  them  !  If 
•*  IJhould  count  tbem^  they  are  more  in  num^ 
•*  ber  than  the  f and:  When  I  awake ^  I  am 
^^flUlwith  thee^''  Pfalm  cxxxix.  17,  18. 
The  things  which  we  never  think  of,  or 
refledl  upon,  affeft  us.no  more  than  if  they 
did  not  exift.  For,  let  things  be  ever  {o 
great,  ever  fo  important,  and  ever  fo  inte- 
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SERM.  rcfting  in  their  own  nature,  all  thefe  ad-^ 
vantages  are  totally  loft  without  feriou* 
thoughts  and  confideration  of  them  ;  fo 
that  if  we  do  not  refledt  on  our  obligations, 
we  (hall  not  feel  them  at  all. 

Further :  Want  of  atteption  leads  to  in* 
gratitude  to  God  in  another  way,  as  it  pre- 
vents our  refleding  upon  thofe  circum- 
ftances  which  would  give  us  a  juft  fenfe  and 
fuUconvidionof  the  real  Worth  and  Value 
of  our  bleflings  and  enjoyments.  When  the 
moft  important  benefits  have  been  long  en- 
joyed and  without  any  interruption,  they 
are  apt  to  become  fo  familiar  to  us,  that  we 
lofe  all  fenfe  of  their  importance  and  excel- 
lence. When  we  have  enjoyed,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  our  lives,  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  the  light  of  the  fun  and  all  the 
ravifhing  pleafures  of  the  fenfe  of  fight,  we 
are  apt  to  be  ftrangely  infenfible  of  the 
worth  of  the  mighty  benefit.  When  we 
have  long  enjoyed  firm  and  uninterrupted 
health,  we  are  apt  to  rcfledt  very  little  upon 
the  value  of  that  great  blefllng.  When  we 
have  all  our  days  enjoyed  the  glorious  ad- 
vantages of  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  we  arc 
apt  tp  reflefl  very  little  on  the  worth  of 
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that  ineftimable  privilege.  But  furely  if  SfiRM. 
we  would  confider  with  real  ferioufnefs  the 
lamentable  ftate  we  fhould  have  been  in, 
had  we  been  totally  deprived  of  any  t)ne,  or 
of  all  thofe  benefits,  we  fhould  foon  be- 
come fenfible  of  our  obligations  to  the  Di- 
vine goodnefs  ;  and  feel  a»  full  convlftion^ 
that  our  long  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment 
of  them  is  fo  far  from  being  any  reafon  fot 
infenfibility  and  unthankfulnefs,  that  it  is, 
on  the  contrary,  the  ftrongeft  additional 
ground  for  warm  gratitude  and  praife. 

Further  ftiU  :  Habits  of  inattention  and 
thoughtleffnefs  are  great  hindrances  to  the 
temper  of  pious  thankfgiving  and  praife, 
as  they  lead  our  minds  to  flop  at  the  fecond 
and  vifible  caufes  which  we  fee  around  us^ 
without  afcending  to  the  firfl  and  original 
Caufe  of  all  things.  Thus  all  that  variety 
of  benefits  which  we  enjoy  from  the  influ- 
ences of  Heaven  and  fruitful  feafons,  we 
are  apt  to  afcribe  to  the  eflablifhed  courfe 
of  nature,  without  looking  up  to  the  invi- 
fible  hand  which  firfl  fettled  it,  and  which 
every  moment  fupports  and  governs' it.^-* 
For  whatever  benefits  we  receive  by  meani 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  we  confider  our- 
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SSRM.  felves  as  lying  under  obiigatipns  tQ  tike«i 
*  only^  without  looking  up  to  Him  who  is 
the  Fathei:  of  the  fpirits  of  all  fle(h.  Bat 
furely^  fince  we  are  endowed  with  powcfs 
of  reafbn  and  underftanding^  by  whiqh  we 
are  xoade  capable  of  con^mplatiog  aiOMl 
praifing  the  gr^jit  Qtcator  of  all  things^  we 
ought  to  raife  our  m^nds  above  thq  whole 
creation,  and  look  upon  every  good  tibiQg 
we  enjoy,  by  whatever  ifteans  it  may  be 
conveyed  to  us,  ^s  tl^  re#l  gi&  of  tktf 
great  Being  who  is  Ibve^  and  dwdh  in.  lovc^ 
and  who  is  the  original  Author  of  every 
good  aijtd  perfei^  gift  What  although  this 
great  original  of  all  good  be  not  difceraed 
by  any  mortal  eye  ?  Yet  fmce  his  being  is 
real,  and  fince  it  is  eafUy  difcemed  by  the 
eye  of  reafon,  we  ought  to  accuftom  our- 
felves  to  lool^  beyond  the  veil  of  fecood 
caufes,  and:  dire^  our  devout  thoughlB  and 
praifes  to  Him,  the  great  fpurce  of  all  good } 
the  Hreams  of  whofe  bounty  are  perpetuaHy 
fpreading  thp m&lves  over  all  the  paxta  of 
14s  va^  crctation^ 

If  2k  fri^ijd.  wborn^  we  never  faw  ihould 
fpud  us  prefents  qf  the  greatefl;  value  from 
the  remptcA  comer  qi  the  Indies^  whatever 

attention 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Want  ofkeiigiaus  CraithiJe.  $  i 

attention  or  marks  of  gratitude  we  migfai  SERM. 
gtw  to  the  perfon  who  conveyed  and  deli-  ^  ' 
Vered  cm  fiiend^s  gifts  with  great  care  and 
faithfulnefsi  yet  our  thankfulhefs  would  not 
ftop  at  him,  but  reach  beyond  him^  Our 
warmed  emotions^  and  moft  lading  expref- 
fions  of  gratitude,  would  be  exercifed  upon^ 
and  dire^ed  to^  our  gtnerous,  tinfeen,  and 
difUnt  friend  and  bene&Aor.  The  appli*- 
cation  is  obvious. 

Let  us  then  lift  up  oui"  minds  above  all 
the  means  and  inftruments  by  which  benC'- 
fits  are  conveyed  to  us :  whether  they  come 
by  the  eftablifhed  courfe  of  nature,  or  firom 
the  hands  of  our  fellow-creatures,  let  us 
always  raife  our  thoughts  a  ftep  higher,  and 
we  come  to  God  the  original  Given  Does 
the  courfe  of  nature  prefent  itfelf  to  Cfut 
view?  let  us  refle<2  who  appointed  it  at 
firft^  and  ftill  maintains  it.  Do  the  kind^ 
nefs  and  benignity  of  our  fellow«*>mcn  draw 
out  our  grateful  fentiments  ?  By  all  means 
let  us  indulge  and  cheriih  them  :  But  at  the 
£ime  time,  let  us  look  farther,  and  conlidet 
who  implanted  thofe  kind  a0e£tions  ia 
thdr  breafts ;  who  gave  them  the  inclina- 
tion and  the  power  to  befriend  us ;  and 
£  2  who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xiy. 


•52  On  the  Caufesoftbe 

SERM.  -who  placed  us  within  the  reach  of  their 
beneficence, — And  if  we  do  fo,  we  fliall 
foon  find  caufe  to  blefs  and  praife  his 
friendly  difpofitions  and  bountiful  dealings 
towards  us. 

It  may  be  further  obferved  upon  this 
fubje(9t,  that  if  we  had  juft  views  of  things, 
we  fhould  be  fully  convinced  that  we  arc 
as  much  and  as  really  indebted  to  God  for 
all  the  mercies  we  enjoy  in  the  common 
courfe  of  his  Providence,  as  if  we  had  re- 
ceived them  in  a  miraculous  way.  For, 
let  us  make  the  fuppofition,  that  any  one 
of  us  had  been  created  before  the  world 
was  made,  before  that  courfe  of  nature  was 
cftabliflicd  from  which  we  derive  fuch  an 
immenfe  variety  of  enjoyments :  let  us 
farther  fuppofe  that  we  had  feen  it  ftart  up 
at  the  command  of  God,  in  all  that  beauty, 
order,  and  grandeur  in  which  we  now  be- 
hold it ;  and  that  then,  by  the  fame  all- 
powerful  command,  we  had  feen  it  peopled 
with  inhabitants,  fit  companicfns  and  friends 
to  us,  and  furnifhed  with  every  thing  pro- 
per for  our  accommodation  and  ufe:  let 
us  fuppofe  we  were  now  introduced  into 
h,  and  invited  to  partake  and  enjoy }  would 
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we  noJ,  in  th^3  jcafe.Jiavc  been  fenfiUe  of -^  s  FiRM-e 
the  ftrohgeft  oUigadons  lying  uponSus.  tb 
blefs  and  praife  GQ<J,:Who  had  ^thus  reared 
up  fuch  a  glorious  habUatiQfi,r4nd  fu  richly 
furniflied  it  for  our  reception  and  en^ ; 
tei;tainraent  ?  Why,  let  us  .a(k  piirfiflves 
fincerely.  Is  the  benefit  any  w%y  l^efted 
becaufe  it  was  ma^e  r^ftdy  foriiar  h^dre  we 
had  occafion  for  ufxng  it  ?— ^By  rjo  jij^^^ns^ 
Surely  the  favour  is  rather  the  gres^^,  that 
there  was  no  occafion  to  wait,  all  things 
being  prepared  before4iand;forpur  ufe.apd 
pleafure*  ...  ..  n;!?   - 

But  to  what  furppfe  do  we  n^akf  fuppA^^ 
fitions  of  our  being  eye-witnefles  tp  thi^  gx-^ 
ertions  of  cr^tiye  pow€?r  ?  Do  wei  not  .in 
fa6t  fep  ,this  creatjing  power  difBJayed  .^p- 
fore  us  every  day  of  .Qjjr  lives:?; iJ[s;  nqt  the. 
variety  of  plants,,  hiCrbs,  ^tre^, ,  ^x^  fl9wj^ 
which  we  fee  perpetually  fpyipging  Stqrt^ 
the  bofom  of  the  fruUfel  ^rt^;  ar?..ll<*{ 
thefe  innumerable. tribes^  qf  livitjg  erej^tujre?^, 
framed' vyith  e:jcqmfite  (kill;  and  contrivance' 
which  are  continually  bjought;  into  thfe 
world  ;  are  npt  thefe  thing^y  I  ftyj 
undeniable  ;  irtftanceis  ,  of  the  ?  cre^iye 
power  p^iOUf  M^r,  perpp^^aUj^  eKerte4 
E  3  around 
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SSH^M.  3JX>uiid  U8,  and  expofed  to  our  ^iew  ?  To 
^7:  _^  Him  therefore  let  us  learn  to  afcribe  the 
praife  of  all^  with  the  ifame  fmcerity  and 
aitdour  as  if  he  were  beftowing  his  bleflingg 
upon  us  in  a  miraculous  way.  Our  obli- 
gations to  do  fo  are  the  fame ;  tet  our  gra- 
titude be  the  fame  alfo.  So  much  for. the 
genets^l  and  principal  caufe  of  ingratitude 
to  Proipidence,  eyea  want  6f  thought  and 
confideration. 

*  IL  Let  lis  now  proceed  to  mention  fome 
of  the  more  particular  caufes  of  it,  arifing 
froniipj^rticular  turns  of  men's  dilppfitiona 
Und  ways  of  thinking.r-rHere  then, 

-a ft,- Hit  faihire  in  the  duty  of  thankfe 
gitnlnj^  arid  praife  is  frequently  owing  to 
ptiojple -i  indulging  thcfnfelves  in  a  dark  and 
^oomy  temper  af'ihlhd.  When  men's 
ifilj^ds  r^re  dTercaflt  with  ihelanchoiy  and 
glOoiA,  th6y  Sire  ftrongly  inclined  to  view 
only  {he  blackel^  and  daikeft  fide  of  things, 
While  thcfy  continue  in  this  ftate  of  mind, 
Aey  feet  a  pw^nfiTy  to  overlook  all  the 
ftoble  |)owers  ahd  perfedlions  of  th^ir  na- 
ture, aH  the  benefits  and  Ueilings,  aU  the 
Jiaj)py  circBmft»»c§«  of  tllipir  lives,   and 
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all  the  more  amiable  views  of  the  Divine  s  E  R  M. 
adminiftratlon.  Then  they  allow  their  ^  ^^ 
thoughts  to  dwell  on  Uie  imperfedions  of 
their  nature,  on  the  calamities  and  diftrefles 
of  life,  on  the  moft  uttcohiFortable  views 
of  Divine  Providence.  Thus  every  cheering 
and  enlivening  thought  is  checked  :  every 
thing  that  might  fuggeft  proper  ground* 
for  thankfgiving  and  praife  is  banifhed 
from  their  view.  And  thus  they  not  only 
come,  with  minds  and  tempers  unprepared 
to  relifli  the  good  things  which  God  hath 
provided  to  fweeten  the  journey  of  human 
life ;  but  when,  under  the  influence  of  this 
gloomy  difpofition,  they  aggravate  and 
multiply  the  real  pains  and  fufierings  of 
life,  by  perpetually  recalling  thofe  that  are 
paft,  by  tormenting  themfelves  with  ima- 
ginary ones,  and  with  fearful  apprehen- 
fions  of  thofe  which  may  never  come. 

But  ther6  is  ftill  another  circumftance, 
which  fometimes  renders  the  cafe  of  fuch 
perfons  the  more  deplorable  and  the  more 
incurable;  which  is,  that  they  indulge 
themfelves  in  this  melancholy  temper  and 
ftatc  of  mind,  under  the  notion  of  its  be- 
ing religion^  of  its  being  a  frame  of  mind 
E  4  which. 
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s  E  R  M.  which,  of  all  others,  is  the  moft  acceptable 
to  God.  Whereas  the  quite  contrary  is 
evident  from  the  general  ftrain  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  from  the  prevailing  difpo- 
fition  of  good  men  as  exhibited  in  them. 
The  Scriptures  reprefent  God  Almighty,  not 
only  as  pleafed  vrith  the  happinefs  of  his 
creatures,  but  as  rejoicing  in  it :  "  The 
**  Lord  fhall  rejoice  in  all  his  works  toge- 
5'  ther.'*  Pfalm  civ.  31.  There  are  many 
pofitive  and  exprefs  commands  given  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  to  rejoice 
in  the  Lord  *,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
always  f . 

It  is  a  grofs  mifapprehenfion  of  the 
meaning  and  defign  of  particular  paflages 
of  Divine  Revelation,  which  makes  fome 
perfons  imagine  that  this  dark  and  un- 
comfortable ftate  of  mind  is  encouraged 
there,  and  is  acceptable  to  God.  For  in- 
ftance,  fome  imagine  that  this  dark  and 
uncomfortable  ftate  of  mind  is  encouraged 
by  our  blefled  Saviour  himfelf,  when  he 
^ifTerts,   "  Blefled  are  they  that  mourn,  for ' 

they  fhall  be  comforted  \r    But  in  truth 

♦  Pfalm XXX.  I.        f  PhiU  iv.  4.        J  Matt.  v.  4. 

the 
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the  mourning  which  is  there  recommended,  S  E  R  M» 
is  only  in  oppofition  to  that  exceflive  mirth 
and  gaiety,  that  unthinking  levity  and 
fdly,  which  banifhes  all  ferious  refledion ; 
which  renders  men  quite  unmindful  of 
their  prefent  mortal  (late,  and  quite  in<- 
fenfible  to  the  miferies  and  diftreffes  of 
others,  and  altogether  unconcerned  about 
the  duties  of  life  and  the  interefts  of  their 
immortal  fouls.  That  carnal  and  worldlj 
joy  which  produces  fuch  effedls  furely 
deferves  to  be  condemned,  and  the  con- 
trary grave  and  confiderate  turn  of  mind 
to  be  recommended,  which  makes  men  be- 
have like  rational  beings,  who  know  they 
are  accountable  for  their  conduct  to  the 
great  Judge  of  all  the  earth. 

Even  thofe  places  of  Scripture  which  en- 
join mourning,  forrow,  contrition,  and  hu- 
miliation for  fin,  are  intended  only  to 
lead  us  to  repent  of  fm,  and  to  forfake  it. 
They  are  only  means  toward  an  end,  even 
our  reformation  and  amendment ;  and  they 
are  always  conneded  with  the  joyful  af« 
furances  that,  when  the  end  is  obtained, 
their  pardon  and  the  favour  of  God  are  fe- 
cured,  through  the  great  propitiation  of 
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«  E  R  M.  the  blelTed  Savmttr.    So  that,  even  what  is 

XIV 

moft  mournful  in  religion  only  pnpares 
the  way  for  gladnefs  and  for  praife.  And 
thus  no  part  of  the  Scripture,  when  rightly 
imderftood,  gives  any  fort  of  encourage* 
ment  to  extinguifli  all  chcerfulnefs  and  joy 
of  heart,  and  to  chcrifh  fuch  a  melancholy 
and  defponding  temper  of  mind  as  renders 
us  indifpofed,  and  unqualified  to  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  our  God  and  our  Redeemer. 

idly,  Let  us  obfcirve,  that  the  quite  op* 
pofite  difpofition,  namely,  habitual  levity 
and  wantonnefs  of  mind,  as  effeflually  un- 
fits us  for  the  praifes  of  our  Maker,  as  gloom 
and  melancholy.  When  the  mind  is  in 
a  date  of  giddinefs  and  difSpation,  it  is  in«* 
capable  of  attending  to  the  grounds  for 
religious  thankfulnefs,  and  of  jrelifhing  the 
exercifes  of  it.  The  mind,  intojcicated  with 
thofe  vain  and  flattering  pleafures  which 
arife  merely  from  worldly  profperity,  jmd 
from  the  full  gratification  of  fenfe  and  ap- 
petite, cannot  find  any  enjoyment  in  thof6 
rational  entertainments  which  the  contetn^ 
plation  of  the  perfedllons  and  providence 
of  God  aflfords.  This  is  abundantly  veri- 
fied from  daily  obfervation  and  (Xperietice. 
%  The 
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The  Scripture  dfo  abounds  with  decIjH-  st%UL 
ratioas^  and  with  examples  of  the  fatal  J^^ 
etfe^s  of  profperity  on  the  minds  of  men^ 
leading  them  to  an  infenfibility  and  forgetful- 
nefs  of  the  Divine  goodnefs.  Thus,  after  Mofes 
has  repre&nted  diie  great  plenty  of  all  things 
which  the  Ifraelites  fliouki  enjoy  when  they 
came  to  the  pofleilion  of  their  own  land^ 
he  defcribes  the  abufe  they  would  make  of 
it :  *•  Theh,**  ikys  he,  **  they  forfook  God 
^^  which  made  themy  and  lightly  efteetned 
^^  the  Rock  cf  their  falv&tion;  of  the  Rock 
^  th»t  begat  thee,  thou  art  unmindful^  and 
^*  bafl:  forgotten  God  that  formed  thee  V 
And  in  the  fecond  book  of  Cbroni** 
cite  ft  the  bad  effefts  of  profperity  upon 
Idilg  Hej^ddah  are  taken  notice  of:  for 
after  the  Lord  had  deftroyed  his  enemies^ 
juid  fubdued  them  even  in  a  miraculous 
way,  and  after  the  Lord  had  recovered  hia| 
from  a  fnortal  diieafe  by  a  miracle  alfo,  it 
Id  obferved,  that  ^*  he  rendered  not  thanks  to 
^^  the  Lord  according  to  the  fignal  benefits 
^  he  had  received ;  for  bis  heart  was  lifted 
f^  npi^  that  is,  his  be^  veas  fwelled  with 

#  peMtp  opQcij*  15.  |B,  f  Chap,  xxxii.  at.  15. 
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6o  On  the  (kmfet  of  the 

SBRM.  fuch  pride,  and  fo  much  engroifed  with 
his  prefent  happy  circunlftances,  that  he 
forgot  the  great  Author  of  all  his/  happinefs. 
Strange  corruption  of  the  ..human  heart ! 
ftrange  pervcrfion  of  the  Divine  bounty ! 
that  thofe  very  gifts  which  ought  to  raife 
our  minds  in  gratitude  to  God,  fliould  have 
the  contrary  effed  to  withdraw  bur  hearts 
fromhimi 

Thus  then  it  appears,  that  it  is  neither 
a  mind  dejeded  with  forrbw,  nor  elated 
with  profperity,  which  is  in  the  moft  pro- 
per difpofition  for  praiflng  Gokf.  But  the 
mind  is  then  mod  difpofed  for  this  iacrtd 
exercife,  when  it  is  in  a  talm  and  fefene 
ftate,  capable  of  refleding  upon  it^  mani^ 
fold  mercies,  and  of  looking  up  to  the 
great  Giver  of  them  all.     To  proceed  J 

^dly,  Another  great  obftacle  to  the  e?c- 
ercife  of  thankfgiving  and  praife,  is  a  kind 
of  difcontent,  or  at  leaft  a  want  of  full 
fatisfaftion  with  our  prefent  condition. 
This  is  too  common  among  a  great  part 
of  mankind.  Men  are  prone  to  place  their 
happinefs  in  the  abundance  of  worldly 
things,  and  few,  perhaps  very  few,  think 
that  they  are  already  in  pofleiHon  of  that 

abundance 
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abundance  which  is  necefTary  to  full  con-  S  E  R  M". 
tentment.  Hence  a  Certain  degree  of  ^  ^[^ 
diflatisfaftion  with  what  they  enjoy  at  pre- 
fent.  There  is  fomething  wanting, — fome- 
thing  yet  unattained,  which,  could  they 
once  attain,  they  flatter  themfelves  would 
go  near  to  complete  their  bappinefs.  But 
this  fomething  unpoflefled,  unenjoyed,  fpoils 
the  relifli  of  the  numberlefs  good  things 
they  already  enjoy.  While  under  the 
power  of  thofe  uneafy  feelings,  they  are 
incapable  of  fetting  a  juft  value  on  the 
materials  for  happinefs  .which  they  have 
already  in  their  pofleffion.  Indeed  the 
leaft  reflexion  may  ealily  convince  every 
one,  that  while  he  is  in  this  diffatisfied 
ftate  of  mind,  it  is  impoflible  to  entertain 
that  lively  and  afFeding  fenfe  of  the  Di- 
vine bounty  which  is  due  to  the  many  uni^ 
deferved  mercies  we  enjoy,  and  have  en- 
joyed, through  the  various  ftages  of  life.  * 
4thly  and  laftly.  Another  caufe  of  men's 
ingratitude  to  God,  is  their  partiality  for 
themfelves,  arifing  from  their  felf-love  and 
vanity.  The  greateft  part  of  mankind  are 
apt  to  think  of  themfelves  with  a  fondnefs 

and 
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8ERM.  aisd  partiality  which  make  them  prefcsr 
y^V ,  themfelves  to  others,  while  there  i$  no 
real  groimd  for  fuch  prefereocc.  Whea 
therefore  they  fee  others  whom  they 
look  upon  as  not  fuperior,  xiay  not  equal 
to  themfelves  in  point  of  worthy— when 
they  fee  fuch  perfons  in  more  flourifliing 
and  fplendid  circumftances  than  themfelves, 
they  murmur  and  refine  that  they  are  not 
treated  according  to  the  eftimate  they  fet 
on  themfelves.  Though  pofleffed,  there- 
fore, of  a  variety  of  enjoyments,  they  arc 
unfatisiied  and  unhappy*  And  while  they 
look  up  with  an  envious  eye  to  thofe  above 
them,  they  overlook  their  own  enjoyments^ 
and  become  quite  infentible  of  their  many 
and  great  obligations  to  (he  Divine  be« 
nignity,  which  has  given  them  many  good 
things  ridbly  to  enjoy  j  nay,  2^1  the  good 
things  neceflary  to  the  real  happinefe  of 
human  life. 

Thefe  then  are  a  few  of  the  chief  fotirces 
of  the  unthankfulnefs  of  men  to  Divine  Pro« 
vidence,  even  when  they  ate  loaded  with 
ks  benefits*  Thefe  things  are  not  ipecu** 
laUoiAS.    They  are  fad  realities^   They  fre« 

quently 
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quently  and  effedually  damp  the  Ipirit  of  S  E  R  M^ 
gratitude  both  to  God  and  men.  Let  us  ^^^ 
therefore  be  upon  our  guard  againft  thefe 
and  every  other  biildr2Uu:e  to  our  religious 
gratitude  and  praife.  Let  us  look  upon 
them  as  the  fecret  eiiesiiea  of  oui[  piety 
and  of  our  happinefs.  The  truly  thank- 
ful man,  and  he  only^  i&  the  truly  happy 
man. 
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Motives  to  Religious  Gratitude. 


Psalm  cvii.  8. 

Ob!  that  men  would  pralfe  the  Lord  for  bis 
goodnefs^  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to 
the  children  of  men. 

Luke,  xvii*  17,  i8* 

^nd  Jefus  anfwering  faid^  Were  there  not 
ten  cleanfed?  but  where  are  the  nine? 
There  are  not  found  who  have  returned  to 
give  glory  to  God^  fave  this  Jlranger. 

''vv***  ¥  NOW  proceed  to  dired  your  thoughts 
X  to  the  pradical  improvement  of  v?hat 
was  fuggefted  in  the  two  former  Dif- 
courfes. 

In  the  firft  place.  Is  gratitude  to  God  a 
reafonable,  an  excellent,  a  delightful  exer- 
cife  of  the  foul  ?   and  is  it  attended  with 

great. 
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gteaty  with  very  great  advantages,  as  was.  sER^M. 
fhewn  in  the  firft  Difcourfe?  Then,  it  J^ 
plainly  follows,  that  it  is  both  our  duty  and 
our  interefl  to  cultivate  this  amiable  and 
happy  difpofition.  Let  us  therefore  be 
careful  to  keep  up  lively  and  ftfong  impref^ 
lions  of  the  facred  obligations  we  lie  under 
to  perform  this  part  of  our  duty.  Let  us 
beware  of  fatisfying  ourfelves  with  trari- 
fient,  occafional,  and  fuperficial  rcfledions 
upon  our  mercies,  and  our  obligations  to 
praife  our  Majcer  for  them;  but  let  us 
make  it  our  habitual  and  ftanding  bufinefs 
to  ftir  up  all  that  is  within  us  to  blefe  God^s 
holy  name,  and  to  forget  none  of  his  be-* 
nefits.  Let  us  call  upon  oux  fouls,  and  all 
that  is  within  us,  every  day  to  fing  praifes 
to  our  God ;  to  fhew  forth  his  loving  kind- 
nefs  in  the  morning,  and  his  faithfulnefs 
when  the  fhadows  of  the  evening  are 
ftretched  over  us.  Let  us  learn  to  fay  with 
real  devotion,  "  What  Jball  I  render  to  the 
"  Lor d^  for  all  his  benefits  to'Wards  mt?  t 
**  will  offer  to  God  thefacrifice  oftbankfgiv^ 
•*  ing^  and  will  call  on  the  name  of  the 
"  Lord^  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  people  ** 
*  Pfulm  cxvi.  18,  3rc. 

Vol.  II.  F  « Praiib 
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SERM.  •*  Praife  the  Lord   all  ye   nations;  praife 
^,^-,'^  "  him  *  all  ye  people.     For  his  ■  merciful 
"  kindnefe   is   great   towards  tis^  and  the 
"  truth  of  the  Lord  endurcth  for  erer  *.** 

Secondly,  Are  there  various  caufes^  as 
repre^fented  in  a  formed*  Difcourfe,  which 
betray  mefi  into  ^  negleft  of  this  very  im- 
portant duty?  Why,  to  know  the  caufes 
of  any  difeafe  whether  of  body  or  mind, 
is  one  ftep,  and  the  firft  one,  towards  ap- 
plying a  proper  remedy.  Let  us  then  ex- 
amine ourfelves  impartially,  that  we  may 
learn  whether  we  have  failed  in  fincere 
and  habitual  gratitude  to  our  beft  benefac- 
tor ;  and  which  of  the  caufes  formerly 
marked  has  had  the  moil  influence  this 
way. 

I.  Is  want  of  attention  the  caufe?  The 
knowledge  of  this  w^ill  fuggeft  the  remedy, 
if  we  can  refolve  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Inftead 
of  allowing  ourfelves  henceforth  to  be  hur- 
ried away  and  totally  engrofled  with  the 
bufmefs,  interefts,  or  pleafures  of  life,  let 
us  fix  ftated  feafons  of  retirement,  in  which 
we  may  withdraw  our  thoughts  from  all 
worldly  fcbemes  and  purfaits^  and  cmpk)y 

•  Pfalm  cxrii. 

them 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Motives  to  Religious  Gratitude.  67 

them  In  ferious  meditation  on  our  moral  s  E  R  M. 
and  religious  obligations  and  duties.  »J^^ 

And  on  thefe  occafions  let  us  be  parti- 
cularly careful  to  fet  before  our  minds  the 
numberlefs  train  of  mercies  we  have  en^ 
joyed  ever  fmce  we  came  into  the  world. 
Let  us  furvey  them  till  we  find  our  hearts 
warmed,  and  madp  to  glow  with  love  and 
gratitude,  and  our  mouths  filled  with  praife. 
The  mind  of  man  is  fo  formed,  that  when 
a  numerous  train  of  benefits,  conferred  from 
pure  goodnefs,  is  fet  before  it,  grateful  fen- 
timents  are  naturally  ^and  almoft  necefTarily 
awakened. 

Let  us  then  confider,  with  real  attention 
and  ferioufnefs,  that  whatever  good  we 
poflefs  of  any  kind,  whatever  excellence  we 
are  confcious  of  in  the  frame  of  our  nature, 
and  its  pre-eminence  above  all  other  kinds 
of  creatures  around  us,  is  the  gift  of  God* 
Nay,  that  our  being  itfelf  is  his  gift,  his 
firft  gift.  Our  continuance  in  being  is 
likewife  owing  to  his  goodnefs  ;  for  as  with- 
out it  we  had  never  been  at  all,  fo  without 
his  fuftaining  hand  we  could  not  fubfift 
one  moment.  Further,  let  us  fix  out* 
thoughts,  and  make  them  dwell  on  that 
F  ^  immenfe 
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s  E  R  M.  immenfe  variety  of  benefits  which  we  en- 
^^y*_j.  joy.  What  although  millions  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures fhare  the  fame  bleflings  along 
with  us;  this  fhould  excite  our  praifes,  at 
leaft  it  ftiould  not  diminifli  our  gratitude. 
What  we  partake  of,  in  common  with 
others,  we  enjoy  as  fully  and  entirely,  or 
rather  more  fo,  than  if  we  poflefled  it 
alone. 

Let  us  contemplate  then  with  attention 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  mighty  fa- 
bric of  the  univerfe,  into  which  we  were 
introduced  at  our  birth,  and  which  ftill 
ftands  expofed  to  our  view.  When  we  re- 
fleft  upon  the  beauty  poured  out  upon  it, 
and  the  numberlefs  wonders  it  contains,  we 
can  fcarcely  help  thinking  that  it  was  worth 
coming  into  life,  to  enjoy  the  fight  of  a 
ftru6lure  fo  magnificent  and  fo  glorious ! 

What  though  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
bear  fome  labour,  fatigue,  or  pain,  during 
the  time  of  this  grand  and  delightful  en- 
tertainment ?  Think  what  toils  and  hard- 
(hips  will  not  men  endure,  and  to  how 
many  dangers  will  they  expofe  themfelves, 
in  travelling  through  foreign  countries,  to 
fee  the  curious  remains  of  human  art  and 
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magnificence  ?  But  furely,  the  greateft  cu*   s  E  R  M. 
riofities  of  this  kind  deferve  not  once  to  be   , .  ^^*  , 
named  when  compared  with  the  ftupendous 
univerfe,  with  the  glorious  fhew  of  the  hea- 
vens and  the  earth  in  all  their  array. — ^In- 
deed, thefe  greateft  and  moft  aftoniftiing  of 
all  objedts  may^  by  being  familiar,  be  quite 
overlooked,  and  fcarcely  produce  any  emo- 
tion of  wonder,  joy,  or  praife.     But  let  us 
fuppofe  that  we  had  been  born  blind,  and 
had  continued  in  that  joylefs  ftate  till  we 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  and  that 
then  our  eyes  had  been  opened  to  behold 
the  wonderful  fcene  around  us  in  all  its 
grandeur  and  majefty,  we  fhould  certainly 
have  been  ftruck  with  amazement,  and  put 
into  an  extacy  of  wonder  and  joy.  Though 
the   circumftance  of  novelty  is  now,  no 
doubt,  wanting  in  a  fcene  which  we  have 
beheld  every  day  of  our  lives,  yet  our  rea- 
fon  and  attentive  meditation  fhould  fupply, 
or  more  than  fupply,  that  want,  and  mjike 
us  ftill  ready  to  cry  out,  "  How  manifold 
*'  are  thy  works ^  0  Lord;  in  wifdom  thou 
**  bq/l  made  them  all.     Great  and  marvel- 
^*  lous  art  thou  in  all  thy  works,  Lord  God 
^*  Almighty  !'* 

F  3  It 
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S  E  R  M.  I^t  is  impoffible,  however,  to  enumerate, 
far  lefs  to  defcribe,  the  immenfe  variety  of 
entertainments  we  are  enabled  to  partake  of, 
during  our  abode  in  this  auguft  and  mag- 
nificent habitation  creded  for  us, 

^All  our  external  fenfes  are  fo  many  ave- 
nues, through  which  the  moft  pleafing  fen- 
fations  and  emotions  are  excited  within  us. 
Our  underftandings,  when  well  employed, 
are  capable  of  being  entertained  in  the  moft 
delightful  manner  with  an  infinite  diver- 
fity  of  objeds.  Our  natural  affedions, 
when  rightly  exercifed,  yield  us  ten  thou^ 
fand  joys.  Our  moral  faculties  and  capa- 
cities of  improvement  ftill  enlarge  and  in- 
creafe  the  fources  of  our  pleafures.  The 
ample  provifion  made  for  the  eafy  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  the  powers  of  fpeech  and  of 
fecial  intercourfe,  open  new  paflages  for 
gladnefs  and  joy  to  enter  into  our  hearts. 
Add  to  all  thefe  things  the  fublime  plea- 
fures, vhich  Ipring  from  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  the  excellence,  and  from  the  fenfe 
of  {he  protedion  and  favour,  of  Almighty 
God,  f/':f  Falher  of  alL  When  we  thus 
take  a  review  of  the  plentiful  ftores  of 
noble  enjoyment^  which  we  are  invited  to 
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Qartake  of  in  th^  mod  liberal  manner^  we  SERM. 

muft  be  very  inattentive,  or  very  Aupid 

and  infenfible,  if  we  are  not  forced  to  cry 

out,  "  How  excellent^  O  Lofd^  is  thy  loving 

^*  kindnefs !   0  that  men   would  praife  the 

**  Lord  for  bis  gogdnefs^  and  for  Ins,  wou^ 

**  derful  works  to  the  children  of  men  /" 

Again :  When  we  confider  the  privileges 
and  bleflings  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift 
with    that   ferious   and    folemn   attention 
which  they   deferve,   we    (hall   find   new 
grounds  for  the  moft  exalted  gratitude  and 
praife.    Are  we  confcious  that  we  are  guilty 
creatures,  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  Divine  Jaw,  and 
deferving  to  fuffer  the  punilhments  due  to 
our  fins  ? — ^The  Gofpel  offers  a  full  and  free 
pardon  on  the  moft  reafonable  conditions* 
God  is,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  reconciling  the 
world  to  bimfelf  and  not  imputing  to  men 
their  trejpajfes.     Are  we  fenfible  of  our  ig- 
norance, and  that  we  ftand  in  need  of  Di* 
vine  light  and  inftrudjon  ? — The   Gofpel 
aflures  us  that  God  will  give  wifdom  to  all 
them  that  afk  it  of  him.    Are  wc  confcious 
of  our  weaknefs,   and  imprefTed  with  the 
danger  of  being  overcome  with  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world? — ^The  Gofpel  teftifies 
F  4  that 
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SERM.  that  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  do  all  things 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ftrengthening  us.  Are 
we  mortal  creatures  ? — ^The  Gofpel  fets  life 
and  immortality  before  us.  It  promifes 
not  the  continuance  of  life  or  ex- 
iftence,  fiich  as  we  enjoy  in  this  prefent 
ftate;  but  it  aflures  us  of  a  much  more 
glorious  and  exalted  ftate  of  being.  This 
mortal Jhall  put  on  immortality^  this  corrupti-^ 
hie  Jhall  put  on  incorruption.  Our  prefent 
difeafed  bodies  Jhall  befqfhioned  like  unto  the 
glorious  body  of  Jefus  Chriji^  We  (hall 
have  our  everlafting  abode  in  a  new  heaven 
and  new  earthy  where  righteoufnefs  dwells^ 
and  fhall  for  ever  rejoice  in  the  full  aflor^ 
ance  of  the  Divine  favour.  Let  us  com- 
pare thefe  comfortable  promifes  of  the  Gof- 
pel  with  our  real  wants  in  this  ftate  of 
i^uilt,  of  corruption,  and  of  mortality,  and 
/  ^  fhall  find  that  the  one  is  exadly  fuited 
to  the  other.  And  if  we  have  a  real  fecl- 
r  vi  oi  our  wants,  and  a  juft  view  of  the  re» 
f^  which  the  Gofpel  offers,  we  fhall  find 
.Nirieives  conftrained  to  cry  out,  Thanks  be 
'■  Jo   God  for  Jefus  Chrijl^  his  unfpeakabh 
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All  the  benefits  I  have  yet  mentioned  we  s  E  R  if • 
enjoy  in  common  with  a  great  part  of  ^^^^ 
mankind.  But  if  we  fhould  defcend  to  the 
ferious  confideration  of  the  more  particular 
bleffings  which  have  diftinguifhed  our  own 
lot  and  condition,  even  though  it  may  have 
had  its  intermixture  of  evils  and  fufFering, 
we  fhall  ftill  find  new  grounds  for  the 
warmeft  gratitude.  When  we  look  back 
through  our  paft  life,  and  reckon  up  God's 
bleffings  to  ourfelves,  even  along  with  the 
uneafinefs  with  which  life  may  have  been 
checquered,  we  fhall  ftill  meet  with  abun* 
dance  of  materials  for  prai  fe  and  thankfgi  ving. 
Health  of  body,  foundnefs  of  mind,  with  the 
neceflaries,  nay  many  of  the  conveniencies 
of  human  life,  ought  not  to  be  pafled  over. 
— All  the  happy  advantages  of  education  in 
the  fcafon  of  youth, — the  good  example? 
we  may  have  feen, — the  good  inftrudions 
we  may  have  received, — the  happy  con- 
currence of  many  circumftances  in  the  fe- 
veral  ftages  of  life,  efpecially  at  firft  fetting 
out,  demand  our  ferious  attention,  out*  de- 
vout acknowledgment.  The  difeafes  and 
diftrefles  from  which  we  have  been  deliver- 
ed,— the  dangers  from  which  we  have  been 
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s  E  R  M.  refcued, — and  the  temptations  from  which 
we  have  been  preferved,  afford  new  matter 
of  gratitude  and  praife.    The  good  motions 
which  we  have  felt  ftirring  in  our  fouls,~- 
the  feafonable  and  ftrong  impreflions  which 
awakening  difpenfations  of  Providence  to- 
wards ourfelves  or  others^  have  made  upon 
our  hearts, — the  ftriking  fentiments  which 
we  have  met  with  in  books  or  converfation, 
—the  deep  anguifli  and  real  diftreffes  that  our 
follies  and  vices  have  brought  upon  us  j^ — » 
let  us  reflect  upon  all  thefe,  as  the  voice  of 
God  to  us,  let  u«  liften  to  them,  and  blefs 
God's  holy  name  for  his  kind  and  faithful 
admonitions. 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  principal  bleflinga 
of  life,  which,  if  dwelt  upon  in  ferious  and 
folemn  meditation,  can  fcarcely  fail  to  in- 
flame our  hearts  with  abiding  fentiments  of 
thankfulnefs,  of  joy,  and  of  praife. 

2.  Another  caufe  which  I  confidercd  of 
the  prevailing  infenfibility  to  the  Divine 
goodnefsis,  a  voluntary  indulgence  in  gloom 
and  melancholy.  The  only  remedy  I  can 
think  of  for  this  fad  difeafe  is  to  exert  our 
utmoft  efforts  to  fhake  it  off; — never  to 
fuffer  our  minds  to  brood  ov?r  the  infirmi- 
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ties  and  imperfcdions  of  our  nature,  the  s  E  R  M. 
diftreffes  of  life,  and  dark  views  of  Provi-  .  J'  . 
dence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  turn  our 
thoughts  to  the  brighter  and  more  joyful 
fide  of  things.  It  is  furely  unjuft  to  mag- 
nify common  in6rmities  into  the  blackeft 
crimes.  It  furely  is  not  fair  and  fitting, 
nor  can  it  be  acceptable  to  God,  to  loolc 
only  at  the  imperfections  of  our  being,  far 
lefs  to  magnify  them,  while  we  overlook 
real  excellencies,  real  bleffings,  and  advan- 
tages of  unfpcakable  worth.  This  is  not 
the  way  to  give  glory  to  God  our  Maker, 
to  excite  our  tbankfulnefs,  and  to  engage 
us  to  improve  the  noble  gifts  he  hath  be- 
ftowcd  upon  us.  Such  condudl  hath  an 
evident  tendency  to  cool  our  love ;  to  damp 
that  holy  joy  and  praife  which  ought  to  be 
the  life  of  a  Chriftian  j  and,  moreover,  to 
cut  the  finews  of  our  cheerful  obedience. 
Can  we  thus  requite  our  Maker  for  all  his 
benefits?  Let  us  ever  be  on  our  guard 
^gainft  fuch  untoward  fentiments. 

We  ought  not  to  allow  even  our  fins  and 
vices  to  overwhelm  us  with  exceflive  and 
abiding  forrow.  While  we  ericourage  that 
<ruc  penitential  forrow  that  leads  to  fincerc 
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s  E  R  M.  repentance  and  amendment,  let  us  beware 
.  .  of  that  fettled  gloom,  which   deftroys  all 

love,  hope,  and  joy ;  and  which  will  ad- 
mit of  no  confolation  even  from  the  full 
and  comfortable  affurance  of  pardon  and  re- 
conciliation through  Jefus  Chrift.  Such 
kind  of  forrow  as  promotes  no  good  end^ 
can  never  be  pleafmg  unto  God.  Should 
a  traveller,  through  grofs  inattention,  or 
mere  wantonnefs  and  folly,  lofe  the  road 
which  alone  could  bring  him  to  the  place 
of  his  deftination^  and  throw  himfelf  into 
fuch  woods  and  morafTes  as  he  can  fcarcely 
cfcape  from  without  imminent  danger  to 
his  life;  if,  after  he  has  efcaped,  he 
ihould  ftand  ftill,  for  days  together,  bewail- 
ing his  ftrange  inattention,  condemning 
himfelf  for  his  inexcufable  thoughtleflhefs 
and  folly,  without  ever  attempting  to  regain 
the  right  road ;  fuch  a  perfon  furely  would 
a£t  a  very  foolifli  part ;  becaufe  the  only 
thing  he  had  to  do,  after  he  had  difcovered 
his  miftake,  and  had  efcaped  the  confe^ 
quences  of  it,  was  to  fet  himfelf  with  the 
utmofl  fpeed  and  vigour  to  regain  the  right 
path,  while,  at  the  fartie  time,  he  firmly 
rcfolved  never  to  fuffer  his  inattention  to 
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bring  hiai  into  the  fame  diftrefs  and  ha-  SBRM. 
zards.  It  is  juft  fo  in  life.  Have  we  been  .  ^^'  . 
fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  particular  fins, 
or  into  vicious  habits  or  courfes  ?  have  we 
feen  the  evil  of  them,  bewailed  it,  and  ac- 
tually forfaken  them  ?  Let  us,  without  lof- 
ijig  time  in  unneceflary  or  unavailing  for- 
row,  fet  ourfelves  immediately,  and  with 
our  utmoft  vigour,  to  return  to '  the  Lord, 
and  to  the  pradice  of  virtue :  being  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  we  do  fo,  our  paft  tranC- 
greflions  fhall  be  forgiven,  according  to  the 
gracious  terms  of  the  Gofpel. 

3.  Another  great  caufe  which  I  men- 
tioned of  ingratitude  to  God  is,  difTatisfac- 
tion  or  difcontentment  with  our  prefent 
condition,  becaufe  we  do  not  poflefs  what 
we  imagine  to  be  a  fufEcient  portion  of  the 
good  things  of  this  life.  The  true  remedy 
here  is,  to  eftablifli  our  minds  in  a  full  per- 
fuafion  of  this  moft  certain  truth,  that  all 
worldly  pofTefDons  are  unfatisfadlory  in 
their  own  nature,  and  cannot  yield  com- 
plete happinefs  to  the  human  mind ;  that 
there  is  a  deep  and  eflential  want  in  their 
very  nature,  in  confequence  of  which  they 
can  never  fully  fatisfy  the  foul  of  man  ; 
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S  fi  R  M.  that  we  may  as  well  expedb  to  quench  our 
thirft  by  repeated  draughts  of  fait  water,  as 
expert  to  attain  prefent  happinefs  by  the 
addition  of  houfe  to  houfe  and  land  to  land. 
— 'Let  us  learn  that  true  happinefs  lies 
within ;  and  not  in  the  abundance  which  a 
man  poflefleth.  And  thus  having  correG- 
<d  our  falfe  notions  of  happinefs,  we  fhall 
be  difpofed  to  blefs  God  for  what  wc  al- 
ready enjoy ;  and  henceforward  feek  our 
happinefs  where  God  has  placed  it ;  even 
in  right  difpofitions  of  mind,  and  in  the 
cheerful  ufe  of  fuch  portions  of  the  good 
things  of  this  life,  as  the  wifdom  of  Provi- 
dence has  beftowed  upon  us. 

Laftly,  Is  felf-partiality,  or  an  undue 
preference  of  ourfelves  to  others,  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  temper  of  devout  Grati- 
tude and  Praife  ?  do  we  fee  many  far  above 
us,  as  to  the  good  things  of  life,  who  we 
think  are  lefs  deferving  of  them  than  we 
are?— Let  us  confider  here,  that  we  arc 
taking  upon  us  to  arraign  the  wifdom  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Providence  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  its  gifts.  We  (hew  ourfelves  mur- 
muring and  difcontentcd  fubjedls :  we  are 
afluming  the  right  of  judging  in  our  own 
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caufe,  where  we  are  not  likely  to  be  the  SERM. 
faireft  judges.  This  furely  is  neither  very  ^  ^^'^ 
modeft  nor  juft.  Let  us  learn  to  think  of 
ourfelves  more  foberly.  Let  us  refled  upon 
our  own  deferts ;  and  perhaps  we  may 
fee  reafon  to  think  that  we  have  more 
than  we  deferve,  more  than  we  ^re  worthy 
of,  more  than  we  have  been  truly  thank- 
ful fon  And  then,  inftead  of  looking  up 
to  thofe  who  are  placed  in  opulent  circum- 
ftances  above  us,  let  us  look  down  to  thofe 
placed  below  us,  in  much  worfe  circum- 
ftances,  and  ftruggling  with  greater  diffi- 
culties than  we  have  ever  experienced. 
Perhaps  many  of  them  will  be  found,  on  a 
juft  eftimate,  to  be  better  than  we  are  ;  and 
therefore,  according  to  our  own  rule  of 
judging,  deferving  to  be  raifed  to  a  ftation 
of  eafe  and  opulence  above  us.  In  a  word, 
let  us  firft  learn  the  great  leflbn  of  humi-»  . 
lity,  and  then  we  (hall  be  in  the  beft  difpo- 
(ition  to  praife  God  for  all  his  benefits,  and 
even  to  acknowledge,  with  the  ancient  Pa- 
triarch Jacob,  That  we  arc  kfs  than  the 
leqft  of  all  bis  mercies. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  with  refpeil 

to  thofe  who  are  in  the  very  loweft  condi- 
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s  E  R  M.  tion  of  human  life,  who  are  fb  very  low 
^^;  that  they  can  fee  none  beneath  them.  What 
grounds  can  they  have  to  render  praife^ 
unto  God  ?  Why,  they  may  have  many  and 
great  ones.  Have  they  health  of  body, 
foundnefs  of  mind,  and  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  along  with  right  difpofitions  ?  Here 
is  a  great  fund  of  contentment  and  happi- 
nefs.  Here  are  ample  materials  for  praife# 
But  they  have  ftill  further  and  higher 
grounds  of  thankfulnefs.  For  it  is  a  moft 
certain  and  a  moft  joyful  truths  that,  if 
perfons  in  the  meaneft  ftations  of  human 
life  a£t  their  part  well;— if  they  exercife 
themfelves  with  patience,  contentment,  and 
laborious  induftry,  in  doing  all  the  good 
that  their  fphere  of  adion  admits  of; — ^thcy 
may  be  aflured  at  prefent  of  the  Diviqe  fa- 
vour and  approbation,  and  of  receiving  in 
the  end  a  juft  recompence  from  the  impar- 
tial Judge  of  all  the  earth.  For  when  that 
great  period  of  the  Divine  government 
comes,  when  it  Jhall  be  rendered  to  every 
one  according  to .  bis  works ^  then  all  their 
fufferings  in  this  prefent  ftate  fliall  be 
fully  compensated :  then  all  worldly  dif- 
tindions    (hall   be    annihilated,    and    the 
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meaneft  of  the  fons  of  men  fliall  be  fettled  in  S  E  R  M. 
a  rank  and  precedency  proportionable  to  the 
degree  of  virtue,  which  he  pradifed  in  this 
mortal  ftate.  Surely,  a  more  comfortable, 
nay  a  more  triumphant  thought  cannot 
poffefs  the  foul  of.  man  than  this,  that  the 
pooreft,  the  mearieft  perfon  upon  earth,  if 
he  acquit  himfelf  well  in  the  lot  which 
Providence  has  affigned  him,  fhall  rife  fu- 
perior  in  honour,  in  glory,  and  in  felicity, 
to  the  higheft  perfonages  in  the  world,  who 
have  not  acquitted  themfelves  with  equal 
virtue  in  their  ftalions.  Here  is  more 
matter,  abundant  matter  of  praife,  that  the 
road  to  everlafting  honour  and  glory  lies 
as  open  to  the  meaneft  as  to  the  greateft  oS 
mankind. 

Let  the  poor  then,  as  well  as  the  rich  ; 
let  the  low,  as  well  as  the  high,  praife  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Ruler  and 
fovereign  Judge  of  all.  Let  the  heavens  re-- 
joicey  and  let  the  earth  be  glad;  let  the  Jea 
roar^  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.  Let  thejields 
bejojiful^  and  all  that  is  therein ;  let  all  the 
trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the  Lord;  for 
be  Cometh^  for  be  cometb  to  judge  the  earth 
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8  E  R  M.  with  rightetfufnefsy  and  fbt  people  witbfaitB^ 
'  ^  fulnefs  and  equity"^ . 

To  conclude :  Let  us  always  kbour  ta 
furmount  the  various  obftacles  which  have 
been  mentioned,  or  any  others  which  op- 
pofe  our  rifmg  to  that  habitual  temper  of 
grateful  praife,  which  becomes  the  childrea 
of  fo  many  mercies.     Let  us  ever  fet  before 
our   mindsy  with  ferioufnefs  and  fidelity, 
all  tbofe  confiderations  whkh  are  fitted  to 
awaken;  the  fentiments  of  devout  thanks- 
giving and  joy  in  our  hearts^    Let  us  con- 
fider,  that  it  is  our  office,  as  rational  beings 
and  as  Chriftians,  to  fmg  praifes  to  him  that 
fittetb  on  the  throne^  who  livetb  for  evety 
and  to  the  Lamb  who  wasjlaiuy  and  wbo> 
bath  redeemed  us  to  God  by  bis  blood.     Let 
us  reflefli  upon  all  the  advantages  of  che- 
rifhiag  and  cultivating  this  Weffcd  temper,. 
'  Gratitude  is  in  itfelf  a  delightful  emotion 
of  fouL    It  fpreads  a  Cweet  and  kindly  in-^ 
fluence  over  the  inward   dilpofition,  and 
produces  the  happieft  effefts  on  the  whole 
of  life.     Let  any  one  recolledl  the  ftate  of 
Im  mifld  when  bis  heart  overflows  with 

•  Pfalm  xcvi.  at  the  end, 
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latitude  to  a  worthy  and  generous  bene-  s  E  ft  M. 
fadlor :  his  heart  then  fwells  with  pleafurc^ 
and  exults  with  a  ferene  and  lively  fenla- 
tlon  of  joy:  it  flows  out  in  good-will,  af- 
feflion,  and  complacency  to  every  one 
around  him.  While  under  the  influence 
of  this  pleafiiig  emotion,  iie  is  happy  in 
himfelf,  and  wifhes  happinefs  to  all  other 
men*  Suppofe  then,  this  fame  diipofition 
exercifed  towards  God  j  as  it  is  of  the  fame 
nature  it  produces  the  fame  kind  of  eflfefts. 
The  man  who  feels  thefe  exultations  of 
thankfgiving  and  praife,  which  arife  from 
a  view  of  the  boundlefs  goodnefs  of  God, 
is  difpofed  to  rejoice  in  the  happinefs  of 
his  fellow-creatures,  and  to  promote  it  with 
the  utmoft  vigour  and  cheerfulnefs. — Such 
a  perfon  feels  peace  within  himfelf,  and 
peace  with  all  around  him  ;  peace  with  the 
whole  univerfe,  and  with  Him  who  is  at 
the  head  of  it:  in  a  word,  he  poflefTes 
that  peace  of  God  which  pajfetb  all  undcr^ 
jlanding. 

And  while  we  praife  God  with  our  lips, 

while  we  praife  him  with  the  lively  fenti- 

ments  of  our  hearts,  let  us  alfo  praife  him 
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S  E  R  M.  by  the  continued  purity,  fincerity,  and  good« 
nefs  of  our  whole  lives :  fo  that,  when  it 
fhall  pleafo  God  to  tranflate  us  hence,  we 
may  be  admitted  into  that  happy  and  glo- 
rious ftate  where  praife  fhall  be  our  eter- 
nal employment.  To  which  happy  place 
may  God  of  his  infinite  grace  bring  us  alL 
Amen. 
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SERMON    XVI. 

Jefus  Chrift  full  of  Truth. 


John,  i.  14. 


And  the  Word  was  made  JUJh  and  dwelt 
among  US;  (and  we  beheld  bis  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father) 
full  of  grace  and  truth  * 


T 


HIS  Evangelift,  whi&  was  himfelf  the  S  E  R  M^ 
favourite  difciple  of  Jefus,  and  ac- 


companied him  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  miniftry,  in  the  words  now  read 
gives  his  teftimony  to  the  glorious  and  di- 
vine charadet  of  his  Matter,  ^he  Word^ 
fays  he,    was  made  Jlejh*.     The  eternal 

wifdom 

^  Sinilar  to  this  is  the  expreflion  of  the  Apoftle,  Great 

is  thi  myftery  rf godlimfs  :  Godmanifefted  in  tbifltp.  i.  One 

great  advantage  of  God's  manifefting  his  perfections  in  the 

igaan  Chrift  Jefas,  is  erident.    By  this  method  he  veils  the 
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SBRM,  wifdom  of  God,  by  which  all  things  were 
made,  verfes  i,  2,  was  manifefted  in  hu- 
man flefh,  even  in  the  charader  and  ao 
tions  o#  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  who  dwelt 
among  us  :  He  did  not  merely  make  us  a 
tranftent  v^it  f^^  4  day,  or  for  a  week,  but 
he  pitched  his  taberu(icle*  for  years  toge- 
,therj  fo  that  we  had  the  happy  opportu-. 
nity  of  being  acquainted  with  him,  and 
learning  from  him.     IVe  (his  apoftles)  ^^- 

brightnefs  of  his  glory^  which  would  ^ite  dazzle  and  over- 
power oar  feeble  minds.  We  are  uoable  to  look  dkre£U]r 
pn  the  fp?endoar  of  the  Divinity.  By  the  manifclhtioa 
of  it  in  a  perfoa  of  human  nature,  this  dazzling  glory  of  the 
Divinity  is  foftened  to  the  bearing  of  our  fight,  by  its  be- 
ing tempered  with  the  milder  rays  of  humanity.  2.  By 
this  manifeilation  of  God  in  oar  naiare,  we  hare  an  ^^ 
ample  of  pcrfedion  for  our  imitation,  nearer  to  our  own 
fkandavd  :  aa  axample  of  perfe^ion  which  we  can  more 
faiiiy  contemplate,  more  eafily  comprehend^  and  more 
eafiiy  copy  after. — If  it  (hould  be  a(ked.  How  are  the  Di« 
vine  perfcftibn*'  manifefted  in  the  man  Jefus  Chrift  ?  let 
our  Saviour  hlmielf  anfwer  :  Hg  that  hcubfttm  mt  bmth/etn, 
l^f  Father.  John,  xiv.  9,  And  verfc  7th,  If  you  bud  knwwn 
fr^e,  you  JbouU  ha*ve  known  my  Fif/iffr  al/b.  And  chap.  xv. 
He  that  baleib  me,  baicth  my  Fatber  al/o.  That  the  Divine 
power,  that  the  Divine  prefcience,  that  the  Divine  wif- 
do(n,  that  the  Divine  goodnefs,  forbearance,  patience,  and 
mercy,  were  exhibited  to  our  view  in} the  charaderand  life 
tf  Jefus  may  be  eaiity  explained  by  an  indu^'on  of  parti- 
fi^^rs. 
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held  bis  glory  ^  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be^  SERM. 
gotten  of  the  Fatiur;  that  is,  We  were  eye-  ^  ^j- 
witneffea  of  his  glory  when  we  were  with 
hhxsx  on  the  mount  of  transfigunition,  be- 
held the  radiant  appearance  of  his  face 
and  his  whole  body,  furronnded  with  a 
iUzzling  luftre,  ihining  as  the  fun,  and 
heard  the  miraculous  voice  from  the  clouda, 
which  faid,  This  is  my  Moved  Son^  in  whom 
J  am  well  pleajed ;  hear  ye  him.  We  beheld 
alfo  the  manifeflations  of  his  glory  in  many 
^ftoniOiing  miraculous  events  which  accom«> 
panied  and  followed  upon  his  crucifixion, 
his  refurredion,  and  vifible  afcenfion  into 
icaven.  Though  he  appeared  in  a  ftate  of 
humiliation,  without  any  marks  of  the  pomp 
and  fplendour,  the  riches  and  authority  of 
this  world,  and  lived  in  a  mean  and  low 
external  ftate ;  yet,  amidft  the  poverty  and 
meannefs  of  his  outward  condition,  rays  of 
glory  darted  forth,  on  many  occafions, 
which  gave  ua  the  fulleft  conviftion  that 
he  was  more  than  human,  the  only  begotten 
Son  ofGod^  in  whom  He  is  always  well 
pleafed. 

And  befides  all  thefe  miraculous  mani- 

feftations  of  his  glory,  we,  from  our  own 
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8ERM.  perfonal  knowledge  and  intimate  conTcr* 
fation  with  him,  can  bear  witnefs,  that 
through  the  whole  feries  of  his  life,  he  was 
full  of gr act  ^  and  full  of  truth :  that  is,  we 
always  experienced  him  to  be  a  perfon  kA 
the  mod  amiable  temper  and  condudi :  he 
ever  manifefted  an  unalterable  perfeA  mild« 
nefs,  fweetnefs,  and  benignity  of  difpofi- 
tion  :  he  difcovered,  on  all  occafions,  that 
he  was  pofleffed  of  the  richeft  treafurcs  of 
knowledge. 

All  that  is  further  propofed  is, 

I.  To  illuftrate  the  charadter  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  as  full  of  grace  and  truth,  and  full 
of  them  to  fuch  a  degree  as  rendered  him 
truly  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  his  followers-^ 
We  beheld  his  glory ^  &c, 

II.  To  make  fome  application  of  what 
ihall  be  faid  to  the  prefent  occafion  of  our 
aflembling  together ;  namely,  to  difpofe  our 
minds  for  that  public  and  folemn  remem- 
brance of  our  Saviour  which  we  have  in 
view.     Upon  the 

Firft  Head,  we  fhall  begin  with  explain- 
ing what  is  implied  in  his  being  full  oifruth^ 
bccaufe  the  grade  and   truth  of  the  Gofpel 
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are  connected  together;  and  the  grace  and  SERBC 
goodnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  appear  moft  cbn- 
fpicuoufly  in  thofe  great,   interefting,  and 
confolatory  truths  which  he  revealed  to  the 
world* 

In  the  language  of  Scripture,  Truth  is 
fometimes  put  in  oppofition  to  Error  apd 
Falfehood.  At  other  times  Truth  denotes 
the  moral  qualities  of  fincerity  and  faith«- 
fulnefs.  At  other  times  the  Gojpd  is  called 
Truth,  in  oppofition  to  the  law  ofMofes. 
The  Law  contained  an  image  or  reprefent- 
ation  of  good  things  to  come.  In  the  Gofr- 
pel  thefe  good  things  are  brought  to  light ; 
fo  that  it  is  the  fubftance  or  reality  of  thofe 
things  which  are  darkly  figured  by  the 
Law.  In  illuftrating  the  text  I  ihall  con- 
fider  Truth  in  the  firft  fenfe,  in  oppofition 
to  ignorance,  error,  and  falfehood. 

It  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  who 
has  given  the  leaft  attention  to  the  Gofpel 
hiftory,  that  Jefus  claims  to  himfelf  the 
glorious  character  and  office  of  being  the 
revealer  of  the  will  of  God  by  immediate 
commiffion  from  him.  The  word  which 
you  bear  is  not  ntiney  but  the  Father^ s  who 
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S  ER  M.  Jifa  me*.     For  I  have  notj^ken  ofmj^^ 
^^'     hut  the  Father  wbofeni  me;  be  gave  me  the 
commandment^  what  IJbould  fay^  and  -what 
I/bould^eak-f.     I /peak  to  the  world  tbo/e 
tbings  wbicb  I  bave  beard  ofbimX.     lam 
tbe  light  9/  the  world;  be  that  followetb 
(rfter  mejbail  not  walk  in  darknefsy  butjbcdl 
bave  tbe  light  of  life  |.     No  man  batbfeea, 
or  known,  God^  at  any  time ;  tbe  only  be- 
gotten Sony  who  is  in  tbe  bofam  of  tbe  Fa- 
ther, be  bath  declared  bim  §.    Neither  know 
etb  any  man  the  Father  fave  tbe  Sorty  and  be 
to  whomfiever  tbe  Son  will  reveal  bim^. 
lam  the  -way,  tbe  truth,  and  the  life:  No 
man  Cometh  unto  tbe  Father  but  by  me**. 

Thefe  are  the  folemn  declarations  of 
Jefus  Chrift  concerning  his  charader,  of- 
fice, and  commiffion  from  heaven.  In  thefe 
high  claims  he  uniformly  perfifted  through 
the  whole  of  his  miniftry.  And  in  the 
conclufion  of  it,  when  he  flood  before  the 
tribunal  of  Pontius  Pilate,  he  avowed  all 
his  former  claims  in  the  moft  public  man- 
ner, and  in  the  cleareft  terms:  To  this  end 

*  John,  xiv.  24.        t  John,  xii.  49.        j  John,  viii.  26. 
jl  John,  viii.  I  a.       §  John,  i.  j  8.  f  Matt.  xi.  27. 
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fMi  /  hm^  faid  he,  and  fir  tMs  caufe  came  s  t  R  M, 
Unto  the  worlds  that  I  Jhould  bear  witmefs     ^^^' 
UHtQ  the  truth :    every  om  that  is  of  th 
truth  bearetb  my  voic^** 

But  it  will  be  aiked,  what  are  the(e 
truths  whiqh  Jefus  revealed  to  the  world» 
as  communicated  to  him  by  the  Father  of 
lights  ?  In  anfwer  to  this^  it  may  be  oh* 
ferved.  That  there  are  various  fwts  or  or- 
ders of  truth.  Some  truths  relate  merely 
to  the  body,  and  the  prefervation  and  eafe 
of  the  animal  life.  Other  truths  are  relative 
to  the  profperity,  the  grandeur,  the  ele- 
gance of  civil  fociety,  and  to  the  rights  or 
privileges  of  the  feveral  members  of  it. 
There  are  other  truths,  in  the  various  fci- 
ences  and  arts,  which  may  be  highly  ufeful 
to  improve  ^nd  embellifh  human  life  and 
human  fociety.  But  the  truths  which  Jefus 
taught  are  of  an  order  fuperior  to  all  thefe : 
they  are  truths  which  refpeft  mankind  in 
their  higheft  capacity,  as  the  creatures  of 
God,  as  the  rational  and  immortal  fuhjeds 
of  his  moral  kingdom,  and  as  accountable 
to  him  for  their  behaviour  in  that  high  cha- 
yad^er,     They  are   truths  which   are  not 

♦  JoHd,  xviii.  3i, 
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$  B  R  M.  confined  to  any  particular  nation,  language^ 
or  people,  or  to  any  particular  age  of  the 
world.  They  are  truths  which  have  hu- 
man nature  for  their  objefl:  in  all  ages,  and 
which  relate  to  the  permanent,  the  eternal 
interefts  of  all  the  fons  of  men.  No  man^ 
fays  Jefus,  knows  the  Father  fave  the  Son^ 
end  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal 
bm.  It  is  by  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift 
that  the  world  is  made  acquainted  with 
Qod,  and  obtains  more  fatisfying  and  en* 
krged  views  of  the  Divine  nature  and  per- 
fe£tions  than  it  had  before.  The  Gofpel 
has  taught  mankind  that  God  is  one — ^that 
be  i$  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at 
all, — ^that  he  is  love  and  dwells  in  love, 
—that  he  is  a  Spirit,  and  muft  be  worfhip- 
ped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. — By  the  Gofpel 
we  are  fully  inftru£led  in  whatever  relates 
to  our  duty.  In  the  Gofpel  a  whole  fyf- 
tern  of  morality  is  delineated  :  a  fyftem  (b 
pure,  fo  perfeft  and  complete,  that  human 
imagination  can  conceive  nothing  more  ex- 
cellent or  elevated.  The  excellence  and 
fublimity  of  the  Gofpel  lie  in  this,  that 
while  it  reveals  to  us  thofe  truths  which 
relate  to  us  in  our  higheft  capacity,  thefc 
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truths,  at  the  fame  time,  inftrud:  us  in  alt  S  E  R  M. 


the  duties  of  the  feveral  inferior  relations  in 
virhicb  we  (land  as  members  of  families 
and  communities ;  and  they  not  only  ac- 
quaint us  with  the  duties,  but  ftrongly  en- 
force the  pradice  of  them. 

The  Gofpel  has  farther  taught  us  how, 
and  on  what  terms,  we,  offending  crea- 
tures, may  be  reconciled  to  our  Creator, 
and  be  delivered  from  the  dominion  of  fin, 
and  from  the  punifhment  which  it  deferves. 
For  we  know  that  God  is  in  Cbri/l^  recon-- 
ciling  the  world  to  himfelf^  and  not  imputing 
to  men  their  trefpajfcs"^.  We  are  aflured 
that  "  Inhere  is  no  condemnation  to  them  who 
are  in  Cbrifi  Jefus^  wbo  walk  not  after  the 
JJeJb^  but  after  tbefpirif\:'  And  that,  "  If 
we  repent  and  be  converted^  ourjinsjball  be 

blotted  out  X'' 

Further :  The  Gofpel  not  only  inftruds 
us  in  the  knowledge  of  whatever  relates  to 
our  duty  or  happinefs  in  this  prefent  life, 
but  it  extends  our  profpeds  into  a  future 
ftate.  Eternity  is,  as  it  were,  unveiled  be- 
fore us ;  the  great  difcovery  of  life  and  im- 
mortality is  fet  before  us  in  the  cleared 

*  %  Cor.  V.  19.        t  Rom.  viii.  30.        %  Ads,  iii.  19. 
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SERM.  Kght-  The  manner  of  this  ftitiire  K^e  i4 
XVI'  ^  fo  far  revealed,  that  we  can  eafily  compre- 
hend it.— ^We  are  aflured  that  it  is  a  life  in 
an  embodied  ftate.  Our  Divine  Inftruftor 
declares,  in  the  moft  plain  and  explicit 
terms,  T^hat  all  that  are  in  their  graves 
(ball  bedr  his  voice ^  and  Jhall  come  forth; 
they  that  have  done  good^  unto  the  rejiir-- 
reSion  of  life ^  and  they  that  have  done  evil^ 
unto  the  refurreSiion  of  damnation*.  And 
in  another  place  he  fays,  /  am  the  refur- 
re&ion  and  the  life ;  he  that  lelieveth  on  me^ 
though  he  were  dead^  yetfjall  he  live  f . 

Thus  the  revelation  of  the  Gofpel  dif* 
pds  the  clouds  that  rcfted  upon  futurity, 
and  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  intercepted 
the  light  of  it  from  the  human  eye.  The 
utmoft  exertion  of  the  human  underftand- 
ing,  even  when  the  choiceft  geniufTes  of 
every  enlightened  age  united  all  their  ef- 
.  forts,  could  do  little  towards  afcertaining 
this  great  difcovery.  The  ftrongeft  reafon, 
in  its  utmoft  cultivation,  could  only  pro- 
duce probable  arguments,  which  might  in-, 
deed  awaken  ardent  defires^  but  could  not 
iowxAfrm  hopes.     This  kind  of  light  was 

♦  John,  V,  28,  29.  f  John,  xi.  25. 
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too  weak  and  too  dubious,  to  be  of  any  SERM. 
great  fervicc  to  the  vulgar  fight,  which 
every  pafling  cloud  concealed,  even  from 
the  pbilofopbic  eye.  The  philofopher,  while 
warmed  with  his  own  reafonings,  and  while 
at  eafe  and  in  health,  could  exult  in  the 
pleafing  theory  of  immortal  happinefs.  But 
this  theory  was  in  great  danger  of  failing 
him  in  the  feafons  of  diftref^,  or  in  the 
hour  of  diifolution,  when  he  flood  moft 
in  need'  of  its  confolation  and  ru|)port« 
Whereas  the  faith  of  the  Chriftian  is  a 
fixed  and  fteady  light,  flowing  from  the 
declarations  of  him  who  was  the  Truth.  It 
is  a  light  which  never  deferts  him,  but^ 
on  the  contrary,  fliines  brighteft  in  the 
darkeft  feafon  of  diftrefs. 

Jefus  did  not  fpeak  with  hefitation  and 
uncertainty  on  this  moft  momentous  point : 
no,  he  fpake  in  that  clear  and  explicit  man«« 
ner  which  becomes  one,  who  has  the  moft . 
certain  and  unerring  knowledge  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  declares.  **  Verily^  verily^  I  fay 
unto  jouy'  was  the  common  preamble  to  his 
declarations,  and  particularly  to  his  decla- 
rations on  this  fubjed:,  while,  at  the  fame 
ixtnty  he  exhibited  the  moft  irrefxftible  evi-- 
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SERM.  dences  of  his  divine  miflion,  and  of  tlie 
abfolute  certainty  of  the  truth  of  his  doc- 
trine^ 

This  truth,  which  Jefus   taught,   is  of 
fuch  a  kind  and  nature,  that  its  operadon 
is  not  confined  to  the  underftanding  alone : 
it  fpreads  its  influence  into  every  part  of 
the  foul,  and  revives  and  invigorates  all  its 
powers.  Like  the  light  of  heaven,  it  brings 
with  it  a  vital  heat,  which  warms  the  af- 
fedkions  and  fubdues  the  will.  But  it  would 
carry  us  too  far  to  enter  into  particulars, 
and  to  (hew  how  the  belief  of  the  Gofpcl 
b  favourable  to  the  produdion  and  increafe 
of  every  virtue,  and  that  its  nature  and 
tendency  is  to  turn  men  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  the 
fervice  of  the  living  God. 

It  is  further  worthy  of  our  attention  on 
this  fubjeft,  that  Jefus  Chriflt  not  only 
taught  the  important,  the  comfortable,  the 
powerful  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  but  he  ac- 
tually eftablifhed  the  firm  belief  of  them  in 
the  minds  of  men.  He  became,  in  fitS, 
that  light  of  the  world  which  he  declared 
himfelf  to  be.  The  whole  hiftory  of  the 
world,  iince  his  appearing,   is  a  fbnding 
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tnd  incontrovertible  proof  of  this  aftonifh-  s  E  R  M. 
ing  faa#  Tlie  dodtrine  communicated  by  ^^^* 
him  to  his  apoflles,  and  publiihed  to  the 
world  by  them,  adtually  deftroyed  the  po- 
lytheifm^the  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  which 
overlpread  the  world  before  that  time.  A 
mighty  and  a  moft  confpicuous  revolution 
was  brought  about  by  the  preaching  of  a 
crucified  Jefus,  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
world  eftecmed  to  be  fooliflmefs.  Juft  and 
worthy  conceptions  of  the  Divine  perfec- 
tions, and  of  that  fpiritual  worfhip  which 
is  fuitable  to  them,  together  with  pure  and 
rational  notions  of  morality,  foon  prevailed 
over  the  falfehood  and  abfurdities  of  the 
pagan  fuperflition  with  all  its  appendages. 
For  there  has  not  been  nchv,  for  a  thou<* 
fand  years  paft,  one  heathen  temple  ereded, 
one  prieft  confecrated,  one  vidiim  offered, 
or  one  libation  made,  to  a  heathen  deity 
through  almoft  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Roman  empire* 

When  we  refle<9:  on  the  many  thoufands 
of  temples,  priefls,  offerings,  rites,  and  ce- 
remonies, which  took  place  in  the  heathen 
world  fot  two  thoufand  years  before,  and 
which  are  ail  now  laid  afide,  we  cannot  but 
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SERM.  acknowledge  that  the  akeration  produced 
by  Chriftianitjr  is  the  moft  vifible  and  re- 
n[iarkable,  that  ever  happened  in  the  ftate  of 
human  fociety.  If  we  compare  this  change 
with  the  change  which  any  fefl:  of  philofo- 
phers,  any  inftitution  of  religion,  any  form 
of  civil  government,  or  any  fyftem  of  laws, 
ever  made,  we  fhall  be  convinced  that  none 
of  thefe  things  ever  produced  any  change 
that  can  be  faid  to  equal,  or  nearly  to  equal 
this,  either  in  the  greatnefs  of  the  extent, 
or  the  duration  of  it. 

To  which  we  muft  add,  that  this  exter- 
nal and  vifible  change  in  the  ftate  of  hu- 
man affairs  took  its  rife  from  an  internal 
change  on  the  minds,  on  the  underftand- 
ings,  affedlions,  and  wills  of  mankind. 
We  find  the  Apoftles  frequently  defcribing 
the  mighty  reformation  which  Chriftianitjr 
had  made  on  the  hearts  and  manners 
of  its  profeflbrs.  "  Know  ye  not  that  the 
*'  unrighteous  fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom 
*'  of  God?  Be  not  deceived;  neither  forni- 
"  cators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor 
*^  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards, 
*'  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  fhall  inhe- 
"  rit  the  kingdom  of  God.   But  fuch  were 
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*•  fome  of  you.  But  ye  are  waXhed,  ye  are  S  E  R  M. 
**  fandified,  ye  are  juftified  in  the  name  of 
"  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
**  God  *.'•  Thefe  accounts  of  the  Apoftle 
cannot  be  fufpeded  of  partiality,  becaufe 
we  find  the  fame  writer,  in  the  very  fame 
epiftle  blaming,  with  the  utmoft  freedom, 
whatever  was  wrong  among  the  fame  peo- 
ple, either  in  difpofition  or  behaviour* 

We  find  other  authors,  ilmoft  dotempo* 
rary  with  the  Apoftles,  giving  the  fame 
amiable  reprefentation  of  the  manners 
of  the  primitive  Chriftians  f .  We  find 
the  apologifts  for  Chriftianlty  %  addreff- 
ing  themfelves  to  the  Roman  empe- 
rors, their  enemies  and  perfecutors,  in  fuch 
terms  as  the  following :  *'  We  are  grown 
**  fo  many  in  number,  that,  were  we  obliged 
•*  to  withdraw  ourfelves  from  your  domi- 
"  nions,  we  fhould  thin  you,  and  you  could 
•*  not  fubfift  without  us.  Yet  is  our  inno- 
**  cence  as  remarkable  ^s  our  increafe  and 
••  numbers.  Your  jails  fwarm  with  crimi-* 
•*  nals  of  your  own  religion,  but  you 
•*  will  find  not  one  Chriftian  there,  unleft 

♦  I  Cor.  ¥1.  9—11.  t  Pli^iy-  t  J«ft»n- 
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s  E  R  M.  "  he   is  there  becaufe  he  is  a  Chriftian, 
*'  purely  on  account  of  his  faith.*' 

Thus  the  religion  of  Jefus  became,  in  a 
literal  fenfe,  the  religion  of  the  world.  And 
indeed  it  is  one  particular  advantage  of 
this  revealed  knowledge,  that  it  is  level  to 
the  meaneft  capacity.  So  that  it  may  be 
affirmed,  that  the  knowledge  of  all  the  fages 
of  antiquity  put  together,  with  refpedl  to 
religion  and  morality,  cannot  be  compared 
to  that  to  which  the  humble  Chriftian  may 
attain.  A  fa<9:  of  fuch  a  fmgular  kind 
deferves  to  be  attended  to :  the  fadl  itfelf 
cannot  be  denied,  that,  fmce  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel,  the  great  body  of  man- 
kind have  furpaffed  learnfed  Paganifin  in 
the  moft  important,  moft  interefting,  and 
fublime  branches  of  knowledge.  It  is  not 
furely  eafy  to  account  for  this  great  change 
of  the  ftate  of  the  world  on  any  other  fup- 
pofition,  than  that  at  that  time  there  was  a 
revelation  frc«n  heaven,  and  a  new  com- 
munication of  Divine  knowledge  derived 
from  above  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles.  This 
too  was  an  accomplifhment  of  the  ancient 
prophecies,  That  the  Mejfiah  Jhould  he  given 
for  a  cownant  to  the  people^  and  for  a  iigbt 
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to  the  Gentiles^  to  open  the  blind  eyes^  and  s  E  R  M. 
bring  forth  them  that  Jit  in  darknefs  out  of  ^^^^ 
the  prifon^houfe  "^ .     That  he  Jhould  put  his 
laws  into  their  minds ^  write  them  in  their 
hearts  J  and  that  they  Jhould  all  know  bim^ 
from  the  leqfi  even  to  the  greatejl  f . 

Some,  perhaps,  will  afcribe  this  great 
change  made  on  the  world,  this  wide  fpread 
of  facred  knowledge  at  that  period,  to  the 
improvements  of  fcience,  to  the  progrefs  of 
fociety,  apd  the  writings  of  the  philofophers^ 
Plato  and  Ariilotle,  Cicero  and  Seneca.  But 
that  none  of  thefc  can  be  admitted  as  the 
real  caufes  of  the  diffuilon  of  facred  know- 
ledge at  that  time,  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
one.  For  it  is  an  acknowledged  fa£t,  that 
great  improvements  were  frequently  made 
in  the  heathen  world  in  the  arts  and 
fcieiices,  and  in  fchemes  of  policy  and  go- 
vernment, without  producing  any  altera-^ 
tion  or  change  to  the  better  on  the  nation4 
and  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  country. 

It  furely  is  not  neceflary  to  argue  any 
further  on  this  point,  becaufe  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  Pagans  themfelves  never  dreamed 

♦  Ifa.  xlii.  5,  6.  t  J«'- «».  32,  33,  34, 
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S  E  R  M.  that  the  increafe  of  religious  knowledge  was 
owing  to  the  cultivation  of  the  fciences  and 
more  advanced  ftate  of  fociety.  The  Ro- 
man emperors  Dioclefian  and  Julian,  in 
their  rage  againft  Chriftianity  iffued  edidis, 
commanding  that  all  Chriftians  ihould  de-- 
liver  up  their  Bibles  to  .the  public  officers, 
that  they  might  be  burnt  to  afhes.  Thefe 
enraged  zealots  perceived  clearly,  that  it 
was  the  doftrine  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles, 
contained  in  the  New  Teftament,  and  not 
that  of  the  philofophers,  which  was  effijfl:-' 
ing  the  decline  of  Paganifm,  and  threaten-' 
ing  the  entire  deftruiSion  of  it.-^They  had 
no  dread  that  any  thing  but  the  Gofpel 
would  overthrow  the  ancient  and  eftablifh- 
ed  religion  of  the  empire. 

This  little  book,  the  New  Tejlament^  which 
the  philofophers  and  difputers  of  the  prc- 
fent  age  pretend  to  contemn  as  infignificant, 
was  dreaded  by  the  priefts,  the  philofophers, 
and  the  greateft  emperors  in  ancient  times, 
as  the  moft  formidable  enemy  to  the  reli- 
gion which  they  wifhed  to  propagate. 
Whatever  conceited  modern  infidels  may 
imagine,  we  may  reft  aflured  that  this  book, 
V^hich  has  outlived  the  malice  of  its  moft 
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inveterate  and  powerful  enemies,  will  conti-  s  E  r  m. 

nue  to  the  end  to  fervethe  iUuftrious  purpofes 

of  Providence,  and  to  be  the  guide,  the  con- 

folation  of  all  the  lovers  of  God,  of  truth, 

of  goodnefs,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  and  that 

not  one  iOTot  of  it  fhall  pafs  away  till  all  be 

fulfilled. — Thus  it  appears  that  Jefus  was 

full  of  Truth,  and   that   he  is  really  the 

light  of  the  world  to  this  day,  according 

to  his  own  declaration. — ^We  proceed  now 

to  the 

lid  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  make 
fome  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  fub- 

ijl.  Is  it  really  fo,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was 
full  of  Truth,  and  that  he  is  the  great  light 
which  enlightens  the  world  to  this  day? 
Then  it  certainly  becomes  us  to  be  fenfible 
of  oijr  obligations  to  him,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge them  with  the  warmeft  gratitude.  It 
is  not,  perhaps,  eafy  to  give  us,  who  were 
born  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  Gofpel,  a 
ifarong  and  adequate  idea  of  the  value  of  a 
bleffing  we  have  always  pofleiTed.  Its  fu- 
periority  was  more  clearly  feen  at  the  firft 
appearance  of  Chriftianity,  when  it  could 
H  4  be 
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SERM.  be  compared,  on"  the  one  hand,  with  the 
xvr 

*      grofs  ignorance  of  the  vulgar  heathen,  and 

on  the  other,  with  that  glimmering  light 
Which  philofophy  fupplied.— To  a  peopte 
in  this  fituation,  who  walked  in  darknt/iy 
and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  /hadow  cfdeatb^ 
how  ftriking  muft  have  been  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  this  great  light !— And  mdecd 
the  firft   Chriftians   feem    to    have   been 
ftrongly  ftruck  with  it.   They  are  defcribed 
as  rejoicing  in  the  Hgbt^-^^,^  being  fenfiblc 
that  they  were  called  out  of  thick  darknefs 
into  a  marvellous  light. — But  let  us  beware 
of  undervaluing  the  light,  becaufe  we  never 
walked  in  darknefs. — Let  us  beware  of  ima- 
gining, that  the  light  is  a  lefs  bleffing  than 
it  is,  becaufe  it  has  always  fhined  around 
us.    Surely  the  light  of  the  fun  and  our  eyc- 
fight  are  not  lefs  valuable  benefits,  becaufe 
we  have  enjoyed  them  ever  fince  our  l>irth. 
If  tve  reflect   upon  what  our  ftate  would 
have  been  without  the  light  of  the  Gofpel, 
we  m?{j  be   fully  convinced  of  its  value* 

^dly.  Is  Jefus   the  light  of  the  world  ? 

Then  let  us  walk  as  children  of  the  light, 

and  lovers  of  the  truth.' — Let  us  have  fto 

communion  or  partnerfhip  with  the  unpro- 
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fitable  works  of  ^arknefs ;  while  we  enjoy  S.E  R  M. 
the  light  of  truth,  let  us  improve  it  to  ferve  ^^^* 
thofcpurpofes  for  which  we  are  favoured 
with  it. — Let  us  not  fatisfy^  ourfdves  with 
cottfidering  the  great  dodlrines  aud  precepts 
of  Divine  revelation,  as  amuiiBg  and  plea* 
fant  fubjeds  of  fpeculation,  but  let  us  view 
them  in  a  more  ferious  point  of  light,  as 
bearing  an  immediate  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  life. — ^Let  us  facredly  apply  them 
to  thofe  great  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
given. — Let  us  employ  them  to  diredl  our 
fteps  in  the  paths  of  purity,  to  fortify  our 
minds  againft  temptation,  to  raife  our 
thoughts  above  this  tranfitory  world,  to 
comfort  our  hearts  under  the  diftrefles  of 
life,  and  to  animate  us  with  hope  and  joy 
in  the  hour  of  death  and  diflblution. — -We 
are  only  made  happy  by  the  dodrines  of 
Revelation,  in  fo  far  as  we  make  the  prac- 
tical application  of  them  for  the  diredion  of 
our  lives  and  the  confolation  of  our  hearts. 

To  conclude :  Let  us  blefs  this  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath 
l)egotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by 

the 
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s  £  R  M.  the  refurredion  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  from 
^^^*  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away. — ^Let 
us  ever  rejoice  in  thefe  glorious  profpefts.— 
Let  us  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and 
full  of  glory.    Amen« 
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JefusChriftfuU  of  Grace 


John,  i.  14. 


And  the  Word  was  made  fiejh^  and  dwelt 
among  us  (and  we  bebeU  bis  glory ^  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father)^ 
full  of  grace  and  truth. 

HAVING,  in  a  former  difcourfe,  ex-  SERM. 
plained  and  illuftrated  what  is  im-  y^^}\ 
plied  in  Jefus  being  full  of  Truth ^  without 
refuming  any  thing  then  faid  on  that  part 
of  the  fubjed:,  I  proceed  now  to  confider 
on  what  grounds  Jefus  is  afferted  by  the 
Apoftle  to  be  full  of  Grace.  The  word 
Grace  in  the  New  Teftament  generally  de- 
notes a  kind,  benign,  and  merciful  difpo- 
fition,  or  thofe  favours  and  benefits  which 
flow  from  it.     Jefus  therefore  mayjuftly 
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SERM.  be  aflSrmed  to  be  full  of  Grace,  upon  the 
following  accounts: 

I.  Upon  account  of  that  fingular,  that 
extraordinary  goodnefs  and  benignity  of 
temper,  which  fhone  forth  in  his  whole 
intercourfe  with  his  own  difciples,  with  his 
enemies,  and  with  the  world  in  general. 
His  foul  was  not  only  unfuUied  with  the 
fmalleft  tin£bure  of  any  of  the  four  and  ma- 
levolent paflions,  but  it  overflowed  with 
the  ftrongeft  gocd-^will  towards  all  beings 
capable  of  happinefs.  The  recovery  of 
human  creatures  from  vice  and  mifery  to 
virtue  and  happinefs,  was  the  grand  objed 
which  he  ever  had  in  view,  and  which  he 
purfued  with  invariable  conftancy*  He 
went  about  unweariedly  doing  good,  from 
a  generous  concern  and  ardent  zeal  for  the 
reformation  and  happinefs  of  the  fouls  of 
men. 

And  indeed  we  fee,  in  the  whole  of  his 
behaviour,  not  only  the  warmeft  benevo- 
lence, but  the  greateft  teuderriefs  and  de- 
licacy of  afllediion.  He  bore  all  the  weak- 
nefTes,  imperfedione,  and  even  the  grofler 
faults  of  his  difciples,  with  perfed  mildnefs 
and  fweetnefs.   He  inftru£led  and  corrected 
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them,  without  ever  reproaching  them  for  serm, 
their  failings.  He  ever  employed  the  mildeft,  ,  xyn-^ 
the  fofteft,  and  moft  infinuating  methods 
to  amend  them,  and  train  them  up  for  his 
iervice* 

The  affeftionate  and  true  friend  was  diC- 
played  in  the  moft  ftriking  manner,  in  his 
farewel  difcourfe  to  his  chofen  difcipled« 
When  he  was  juft  about  to  leave  them,  he 
addreffed  them  with  a  familiar  tendemefs, 
but  without  the  leaft  intermixture  of  any 
thing  weak  or  feeble* ,  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  only  folicitous  to  fortify  their  minds 
againft  the  dread  of  the  fufferings  they 
might  be  called  to  endure  in  his  caufe. 
For  this  end  he  fet  before  them  the  moft 
generous,  the  moft  elevated  and  ftable 
grounds  of  confolation  imaginable;  and 
concluded  with  afturing  them,  that  he  had 
fpoken  thefe  things  to  them,  that  they 
might  have  peace  in  him.  In  the  worlds 
fays  he,  yejball  have  tribulation;  but  be  of 
good  cbeer^  I  have  overcome  the  noorld"^. 
Hiis  conftant  and  winning  goodiaefs  was 
the  charm  that  endeared  him  to  the  apof« 

♦  Johii>xvi.  33. 
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SERM.  ties,    and   attached  them    to    him  in  th* 
Li  warmeft  and  firmeft  manner. 

The  fame  amiable  benignity  of  foul  wa* 
not  only  (hewn  to  his  difciples  and  friends, 
but  to  his  moft  inveterate  enemies.  He 
bore  all  their  ingratitude,  calumnies,  mali- 
cious interpretations  put  upon  his  beft  ac- 
tions, all  their  unjuft  and  cruel  perfecu- 
tions,  with  inimitable  and  unconquerable 
meeknefs  of  temper.  He  was  grieved,  in- 
deed, at  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts  ;  but, 
even  in  the  extremity  of  his  pain  and  an- 
guifli,  he  prayed  fervently  for  them  :  Fa^ 
tber^  forgive  tbem^  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do.  His  tender  and  fenfible 
heart  was  pierced  with  fympathetic  grief 
and  pain  when  he  beheld  the  diftreffes  of 
his  friends,  when  he  forefaw  the  direful 
calamities  which  were  to  befall  his  ungrate- 
ful country.  For  proofs  of  this,  fee  him 
weeping  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus !— fee  him 
weeping  over  obftinate  Jerufalem  doomed 
to  deftrudion ! — Men  of  felfifh  and  unfeel- 
ing hearts  may  have  no  conception  of  the 
excellence  of  the  warmeft  benevolence,  the 
greateft  teadernefs  and  delicacy  of  affec- 
tion; 
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tion;  but  furely,  every  one  who  is  not  SERM. 
deftitute  of  all  fenfibility  of  heart  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  thefe  amiable  difpofitions 
are  effential  to  the  charader  of  a  perfe<9; 
man,  and  form  the  richeft  and  moft  beau- 
tiful ornaments  of  a  human  charader. 

The  whole  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Jefus 
Chrift  is  a  continued  proof  that  he  pof- 
feiTed  and  exercifed  thefe  lovely  virtues 
in  their  utmoft  perfedion.  Wherever  he 
came,  the  moft  fubftantial-  monuments  of 
grace  and  goodnefs  were  left  behind  hinu 
He  fo  loved  mankind,  he  fo  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  himfelf  for  them*  The 
ardour  of  his  love  quite  conquered  the  fear 
of  death  ;  for  furely  greater  love  than  this 
hath  no  man,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends.  Can  we  doubt  then,  that 
he  was  full  of  Grace  as  to  his  perfonal  cha- 
racter ? 

II.  Jefus  may  be  aflBrmed  to  be  full  of 
Grace  upon  the  account  of  that  kindnefs 
and  goodnefs  which  are  manifefted  in  his 
dodrine,  and  in  the  whole  genius  and  fpi- 
rit  of  his  GofpeL  That  the  genius  of 
Chriftianity  is  Love,  needs  furely  no  long 
or  laboured  proof  to  a  Chriftian  audience. 

The 
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S  £  R  M.  The  primary  dodrines  of  the  religion  of 
Jefus  are  thefe — ^That  God  is  Lovej — ^That 
the  whole  fyftem  of  his  government  is  kind 
and  benign  ; — ^That  the  fcheme  of  redemp- 
tion, by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  took  its  rife 
from  the  original  benignity  and  mercy  of 
the  great  Father  of  all ; — ^That  the  great 
Kedeemer  was  animated  with  the  fame  fpi-» 
lit  of  benignity  and  compaffion  in  under- 
taking and  in  executing  every  ftep  of  it; — 
and  that  the  confummation  of  this  gra- 
cious plan  will  be  the  full  deliverance  of 
many  myriads  of  mankind  from  fm  and 
death,  and  their  final  eftablifhment  in  a 
(late  of  perfed:  virtue,  and  of  immortal 
felicity  and  glory*  Thefe  dodirines  furely  - 
breathe  nothing  but  Grace  and  Love. 

When  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  pre- 
ceptive and  fentimental  part  of  the  Gofpel, 
we  fee  the  fpirit  of  love  reigning  there 
alfo.  It  is  the  firft  commandment,  "  That 
"  we  fhould  love  the  Lord  our  God  with 
•*  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  foul,  with  all 
"  our  flrength,  and  with  all  our  mind.** — 
The  fecond  is  like  unto  it,  "  That  we  fhould 
**  love  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves."  Thus, 
felf-love  is  made  the  meafure  or  flandard 
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of  6ur  benevolent  and  friendly  afiedlom  serm. 
to  our  neigfabdurs:— ^ndy  according  to  the 
Gofpel  fyftcm^  our  neighbotir  compre- 
hends the  whole  human  race ;  or  all  man* 
kind  are  our  neighbours :  ^  they  are  all 
children  of  the  fame  family ;  they  ought 
all  to  be  linked  together  with  the  affedion 
of  brethren,  and  ought  all  to  be  united  in 
the  love  and  obedience  of  their  common 
Father. — Even  our  enemies  and  perfecutors 
are  not  to  be  excepted  j  they  ought  to 
ihare  of  our  brotherly  affeflion,  and  feel 
the  efieds  of  oui*  benevolence.  Thus  Love 
18  the  firft  principle  and  the  higheft  per* 
fedion  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem** 

Further:  The  word  Grace  in  its  moft 
obvious  acceptation  means  favour ;  favour 
flowing  from  mere  mercy  and  beneficence, 
to  which  the  perfon  who  receives  it  can 
make  no  claim  of  rights  or  merit  of  any 
kind.  In  this  fenfe  the  Gofpel  is  pecu* 
liarly  and  emphatically  Cface  in  all  and 
every  part  of  it.  It  is  a  free  gift  of  God, 
which  mankind  could  not  in  any  manner 

*  See  this  part  of  the  fubje£l  farther  profecoted  in  Set* 
non  VIIL  On  the  Excellency  of  the  Spirit  o^Chiiftiinitf* 
Vol.  i.  p.  350,  351. 

Vol.  II.  I  be 
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SE RM.  be  faid  to  deferve,  and  to  which  they  had 
no  claim.  This  is  the  dodrine  every  where 
inculcated,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  ex- 
prefs  terms,  in  the  Apoftolical  Epiftles. 
Eph.  ii.  4  to  ID.  *'  But  God^  who  is  rich  in 
**  mercy ^  for  bis  great  love  wherewith  he 
*'  loved  us^  even  when  we  were  dead  in  fins ^ 
"  bath  quickened  us  together  with  Chri/l  (by 
*'  grace  ye  arefaved)^  and  bath  raifed  us  up 
**  together^  and  made  us  ft  together  in  bea^ 
"  venly  places  in  Cbri/l  yfus  ;  that  in  the 
**  ages  to  come  be  might  Jbew  the  exceeding 
**  riches  of  bis  grace ^  in  bis  kindnefs  towards 
**.  ///,  through  Chri/i  Jefus.  For  by  grace  ye 
**  arefaved^  through  faith ;  and  that  not  of 
"  yourfelvcs^  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  Not  of 
"  works ^  leji  any  manjbould  boaJiJ^  Many 
other  paflages  to  the  fame  purpofe  might 
be  quoted,  if  neceffary^ 

But  farther,  and  more  particularly,  the 
Gofpel  isgrace^  as  it  offers  and  promifes 
to  repenting  fmners^  not  only  an  exemp- 
tion from  the  punifliment  due  to  fm,  but  a 
refurredion  to  eternal  life  and  happinefs. 
This  is  the  great  and  capital  dodrine  of 
the  Gofpel.  Our  Saviour  began  his  public 
miniftry  by  calling  on  men  in  the  moft 

iplemn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XVII. 


Jefus  Chrtftfull  of  Grace.  1 1 5 

folemn  manner  to  repent,  as  the  neceflary  SERM. 
qualification  for  enjoying  the  bleflednefs  of 
his  kingdom.  "  Repent^  for  the  kingdom 
"  of  heaven  is  at  band ''  Matt.  iv.  17.  This 
was  a  moft  proper  beginning  to  the  minif- 
try  of  Jefus,  whofe  great  office  was,  tofave 
bis  people  from  tbeir  Jtns.  And  it  is  re- 
markable that  he  Ihewed,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  the  utmoft 
lenity  and  tendernefs  to  all,  in  whom  he 
difcovered  any  difpofitions  towards  repent- 
ance and  amendment.  Nay,  we  find  that 
he  was  fo  particularly  attentive  to  perfons 
of  penitent  difpofitions,  to  whatever  rank 
or  condition  of  life  they  belonged,  that  he 
drew  upon  himfelf,  from  his  cenforious 
countrymen,  the  opprobrious  name  of  a 
friend  of  publicans  andjinners.  But  he  was 
fo  little  moved  with  thefe  reproaches,  that 
he  perfifted  to  declare,  that  he  came  into 
the  world  for  the  fake  of  fuch  perfons,  and 
that  it  was  the  main  bufinefs  of  his  life  to 
feek  and  fave  tbem.  The  encouraging  of 
fmners  to  repent  by  the  ftrongeft  aflurances 
of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God,  feems 
to  have  been  uppermoft  in  his  thoughts  at 
all  times,  as  the  ultimate  end  of  all  that  he 
I  2  did, 
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s ER M,  did,  taught,  or  fuffered*  Thus,  at  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  holy  fupper,  when  he  knew 
that  a  dreadful  fcene  of  fufferings  and  an 
ignominious  and  painful  death  were  juft 
approaching,  he  folemnly  declared  when  he 
took  the  cup.  This  is  my  blood  of  the  New 
Tejlament  which  isjbedfor  many  for  the  re- 
mijffiott  of  Jins'^.  And  again:  Soon  after 
his  refurreAion,  at  a  meeting  where  the 
eleven  apoftles  were  afiembled,  he  faid  unto 
them,  **  Thus  it  behoved  Chrifi  tofuffer^  and 
to  rife  from  the  dead  the  third  day^  that 
repentance  and  remiffion  of  Jins  Jhould  be 
^  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations^ 
**  beginnings  at  Jerufalem\^^ 

The  apoftles  having  received  this  folemn 
commiflion  from  their  mafter,  we  find,  that 
foon  after  his  afcenfion,  they  began  to  ex- 
ecute it,  according  to  their  inftrudHons. 
Thus  the  apoftle  Peter,  as  is  recorded  Ads, 
ii.  38.  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  multitudes 
who  heard  him,  "  Repent  and  be  baptized, 
**  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jefus 
**  Chrift,  for  the  remiffion  of  fins.'*  Again, 
chap.  iii.  v.  19.  be  exhorts  them  in  the 
fcime  manner,  ^*  Repent  ye  therefore,  and 

♦  Matt.  xxyi.  28,  f  Luke,  xxiv,  46,  47- 
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•*  be  converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  s  E  R  M. 
"  blotted  out  at  the  time  of  the  reftitution  J^^ 
*'  of  all  things;"  that  is,  at  the  great  day 
of  univerfal  judgment.  In  like  manner, 
Ads,  V.  29,  30,  31.  Peter,  and  other  apof- 
tles,  preached  the  fame  dodrine  to  the 
great  council  of  the  Jews*  "  The  God  of 
•*  our  fathers,"  fay  they,  **  raifed  up  Jefus, 
•*  whom  you  flew  and  hanged  on  a  tree* 
"  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right 
"  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for 
**  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael  and  forgive- 
"  nefe  of  fins."  The  apoftle  John  declares, 
that  "  Jefus  was  the  propitiation  for  our 
*'  fins :  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the 
"  fins  of  the  whole  world," 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  dodrine  of  the 
pardon  of  fin  to  all  fincere  penitents  in 
the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the  firft  and 
fundamental  do<f^rine  of  the  Gofpel,  in  the 
view  both  of  its  great  Author,  and  of  thofe 
who  were  inftrudled  and  impowered  by  him# 
Now,  that  the  free  promulgation  of  pardon 
to  all  penitent  offenders,  even  the  greateft, 
is  a  doctrine  full  of  grace  and  mercy,  will 
furely  be  admitted.^— That  it  is  a  dodrine 
I  3  gracioufly 
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S  E  R  M.  gracioufly  fuited  to  creatures  in  our  ftate  of 
^ v^^-     guilt,  muft  alfo  be  ackuowledged ;  for  all 
men  are  guilty  before  God  :  the  very  beft 
offend  in  many  things.     And  as  all  men 
are,  or  ought  to  be,    confcious  that  they 
are  weak,  frail,  and  liable  to  be  feduced, 
nothing  can  be  more  acceptable,  nothing 
can  be  more  comfortable,  than  an  aflur- 
ance  in  the  name  of  God,  that  he  who 
knows  our  frame  compaffionates  our  in- 
firmities, and  will  not  be  ftrid:  to  mark  ini- 
quity.    And,  indeed,   the  more  fully  any 
perfon  is  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of 
his  duty,  the  higher  the  ftandard  of  moral 
perfedtion  is  which  he  aims  at,  and   the 
more  tender  and  fenfible  his  confcience  is, 
fuch  a  perfon  will  receive  the  promifes  of 
pardon  for  all  his  imperfedions  and  fail- 
ings with  fo  much  greater  thankfulnefs  and 
joy.     So  that  the  dodrine  of  forgivenefs 
will  ever  be  received  as  glad  tidings  by  the 
beft  of  mankind.     If  any  are  fo  hardened 
and  blinded,  that  they  fee  or  feel  no  need 
of  this  dodrine  of  Grace,  they  are  really 
objeds  of  pity,  and  were  fo  to  the  com- 
paflionate  Jefus. 

Some 
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Some  few  men  of  a  fpeculative  turn  of  S  E  R  M. 
mind  may  fancy  that  they  are  fufBciently  ^^^^b  m 
afcertained  of  the  placability  and  mercy*  of 
the  Deity,  from  the  principles  of  natural 
religion  ;  and  that  there  can  be  no  occafion 
for  an  aflurance  from  heaven  to  fatisfy 
mankind  on  fo  clear  a  point.  Without  en- 
tering into  any  difpute  concerning  the 
clearnefs  of  it,  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
furely  there  is  no  ground  of  offence,  no 
harm  done  by  the  additional  aflurance  of 
Divine  revelation  in  a  point  of  fo  much 
importanciB  to  all  who  are  confcious  of 
guilt.— And  it  may  be  added,  that  perhaps, 
from  a  juft  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the 
great  bulk  of  mankind  in  all  ages  it  would 
be  found,  that  many  millions  of  the  hu- 
man race  are  fufceptible  of  great  confola- 
tion  from  the  plain  and  exprefs  declara- 
tions of  a  revelation  from  heaven,  who 
would  remain  full  of  doubt  and  anxiety 
after  the  ftrongefl:  philofophical  arguments. 
We  may  therefore  fafely  conclude,  that 
the  Gofpel  is  Grace  in  a  very  peculiar  fenfe, 
as  it  proclaims  a  full  indemnity,  in  the 
pame  and  through  the  bloo4  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
1 4  tq 
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S E  RM.  to  all  wfap  repent  of  theii:  fins  and  forikke 
^^"-     them.  .    ■ 

To  which  we  may  add,  that  this  prop 
clamation  of  mercy  i$  made  tq  all  mankind^ 
None  ar^  excluded.  The  Gofpel  does  not, 
like  the  Law  of  Moi^s,  make  any  diftino 
tion  betwixt  onp  nation  and  another ;  nM 
Is  it  any  way  confined  to  particular  places 
or  people^  but  is  fitted  for  univerfal  ufe. 
The  commiiTion  to  the  apoftles  was  altoge- 
ther unlimited*  They  were  commanded 
to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  every  creature*; 
to  all  nations ;  only  they  were  direded  to 
begin  at  Jerpfalemf.  Thus  the  Go^l 
was  to  have  human  nature  for  its  obje& ; 
it  was  to  embrgice  the  permanent,  the  eterr 
nal  interefts  of  the  human  race. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  many  nation^ 
have  been  ai^d  flill  are  ignorant  of  it, 
^nd  that  it  has  not  yet  been  publiihed  to 
the  whole  world.  God  hath  npt  thought 
fit  to  acquaint  us  with  the  reafons  why  he 
permits  this.  But  we  may  be  certain,  though 
we  cannot  fearch  out  all  the  ways  of  God| 
that  perfe<3:  Wifdoctji  does  nothing  unfit^ 

♦  Mark,  x\u  15.  t  ^^Y^>  ^V^y*  *7' 
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^md perfect  Goodnefs  nothing  unmerciful,  serm. 
We  may  reft  fully  aflured,  that  the  Judge  ^'^"• 
of  all  the  earth  will  do  nothing  but  what  is 
right,  and  that  every  one  fhall  be  judged 
according  to  what  he  hath,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  what  he  hath  not.  Befides,  having 
fecn  many  trains  of  prophecies  already  ful- 
filled, we  may  rely  on  the  fulfilment  of  all 
the  reft  in  due  time ;  and  of  thofe  prophe- 
cies in  particular,  which  intimate  that  all 
people^  nations^  and  languages  Jball  ferve 
Jefus  Cbrtjl.  Thus  it  appears,  that  the 
Gofpel,  or  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel,  is  all 
Grace  and  Goodnefs. 

III.  In  the  laft  place :  It  may  be  affirmed 
that  Jefus  Chrift  is  full  of  Grace,  as  he  is 
the  fource  from  which  a  great  variety  of  the 
moft  important  bleffings  have  been  derived 
to  the  world.  The  apoftles  acknowledge 
with  the  warmeft  gratitude,  in  the  word$ 
following  the  text,  v.  16.  T^hat  they  bad 
received  Grace  for  Grace  out  of  bisfulnefs  ; 
that  is,  he  had  beftowed  upon  them  bene- 
fits upon  benefits,  many  in  number,  and  of 
great  value.  They  furely  had  received  dif- 
tinguilhing  favours;  not  only  many  im- 
proyemepts  from  his  heavenly  inftrudlions 
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s  E  R  M.  and  example,  while  they  accompanied  him 
^^'^*  in  the  courfe  of  hiis  miniftry ;  but  they 
were  illuminated  and  endowed,  after  his 
departure  from  them,  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  by  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  How  many,  and  what  mighty 
benefits  have  been  derived  to  the  world 
from  their  miniftry,  conduced  by  the  wis- 
dom, and  fupported  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
your  time  will  not  allow  me  to  defcribe. 
Not  to  mention  the  public  vifible  effeds  of 
Chriftianity  on  the  face  of  the  world  and 
the  ftate  of  fociety,  millions  of  mankind 
have  been  turned  from  darknefs  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  (in  and  Satan  to 
the  fervice  of  the  living  God. 

But  befides  thefe  great  effeds  produced 
by  the  preaching  and  miraculous  powers  of 
the  apoftles,  thiere  is  a  mighty  efficacy  and 
power  in  the  Gofpel  itfelf,  in  the  ordinary 
ftate  of  things,  to  work  upon  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  fincerely  embrace  it. — ^There  was 
a  coldnefs  and  deadnefs  in  the  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation  ;  but  there  is  a  fpirit  and  life  in 
the  difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel. — Its  doc- 
trines, its  promifes,  the  divine  affiftance 
which  it  ofiers,  are  calculated  to  animate, 
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to  elevate  and  fortify  the  human  mind.  SERM. 
By  means  of  thefe  the  'Gofpcl  operates  in 
a  filent  but  powerful  manner  on  the  hearts 
and  confciences  of  men.  It  darts  light 
into  their  underftandings,  and  at  the  fame 
time  warms  their  affedions,  emboldens  and 
ftrengthens  their  refolutions.— It  infpires  a 
love  of  holinefs,  and  an  abhorrence  of  wick- 
ednefs.-— It  leads  men  to  have  their  con- 
verfation  in  heaven,  to  fet  their  affedions 
on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the 
earth,  and  tq  walk  by  faith  and  not  by 
fight.  As  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefles  it, 
where  tbefpirit  of  the  Lord  is^  there  is  li-^ 
berty"^;  that  is,  there  is  freedom  from  the 
flavery  of  fin,  and  there  is  the  delightful 
liberty  of  walking  with  eafe  and  pleafure 
in  the  paths  of  purity  and  goodnefs. 

But  the  praife  of  all  thofe  glorious  ef- 
fed:s,  either  of  the  mini  ft  ry  of  the  Apoftles 
under  the  miraculous  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  or  of  the  principles  of  the  Gofpel 
under  the  ordinary  influences  of  the  Spirit, 
is  to  be  afcribed  ultimately  unto  Jefus  Chrifl:, 
out  of  wbofe  fulnefs  the  world  has  received 
thefe  ineftimable  bleifings  of  Grace  and 
Truth. 

♦  2  Cor.  ill.  17. 

II.  I  pro- 
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s  £  R  M.       Ildly^   I  proceed  to  make  fome  refiec« 
.    y^' .  tions  oa  what  has  been  faid. 

1.  Hence  we  may  fee^  that  the  apofUes 
had  the  heft  grounds  to  declare  that  they 
beheld  the  glory  of  Jefus,  a  glory  full  of 
Grace  and  Truth.  They  were  eye-witnefles 
of  that  light  which  he  fpread  over  a  dark- 
ened and  benighted  world.  They  were 
themfelves  the  inftruments  of  fpreading 
that  grace  and  light  which,  fpringing  from 
him  as  its  great  fource,  were  diffufed  over 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  triumphed  over 
the  ignorance,  the  prejudices,  the  errors, 
the  fiiperftitions,  and  the  vices  of  the 
world— They  faw,  with  the  utmoft  joy, 
3  kingdom  of  light  and  truth  eftablifhed  on 
the  ruins  and  deftru<aion  of  that  Idngdom 
of  darknefs,  of  error,  and  of  wickedneis, 
which  had  long  prevailed. 

2.  Here  we  fee  the  foundations  on  which 
the  honour  and  glory  afcribed  unto  Jefus 
in  the  holy  Scriptures  is  built. — ^When  we 
attend  to  thofe  qualities  and  anions  which 
juftly  render  the  name  of  any  perfon  great, 
jUuftrious,  and  immortal,  we  find  that 
they  all  meet,  that  they  are  united  in  their 
higheft  perfeaion,  in  the  charadcr  and  life 
of  Jefus  Chrift. 
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There  are  three  thmgs  which  diicfly  pro-  s  E  R  M. 
cure  a  juft,  a  great,  an- immortal  renown  ^ 
among  men.  Thefe  are,  jFV/)^,  Eminent  per- 
fonal  virtues  and  talents.     Secondly y  Many 
great,    illuftrious,  and  beneficial    adions. 
And,  Thirdly^  The  leaving  to  after-ages, 
inflitntions  or  eftabliftiments  of  the  moft 
univerial  and  everlafting  utility.     That  Je- 
fus  is  entitled  to  the  higheft  honours  upon 
all  thefe  accounts,  is  manifeft  from  what 
has  already  been  faid,  and  needs  no  farther 
illuftration.    It  is  true,  that  Jefus  conquered 
no  kingdom,  created  no  worldly  empire, 
invented  no  arts  or  fciences ;  but,  notwith- 
ftandlng,  his  name  is  juftly  more  glorious 
than  that  of  thofe  heroes  or  fages  who  are 
moft  renowned  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world. 
The  monuments  of  his  greatnefs  and  be- 
neficence are  of  a  more  noble,  more  exten- 
five,  and  moire  durable  kind  than  thofe  of 
any  of  the  moft  celebrated  generals,  legifla- 
tors,  or  philofophers  of  ancient  or  modern 

ages. 

The  advantages  and  improvements  de- 
rived to  the  world  from  the  revelation  of 
the  Gofpel,  relate  to  mankind  in  their 
moft  exalted  capacity,  as  the  rational  and 
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S  E  R  M.  immortal  fubjeds  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
It  is  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of  this  re- 
velation, to  make  men  wife  unto  falvaticm ; 
to  purify,  exalt,  and  perfect  their  natures, 
fo  as  to  render  them  zealous  of  all  good 
works  while  in  this  world,  and  to  qualify 
them  for  the  immortality  and  glory  of  the 
world  to  come.  Whereas  the  mod  glorious 
atchievements  of  the  moft  renowned  among 
the  fons  of  men,  feldom  point  at  any  thing 
higher  than  to  promote  the  external  eafe 
and  happinefs  of  this  tranfitory  life ;  or  to 
advance  the  wealth,  or  profperity  and  gran- 
deur of  fome  particular  kingdom.  But  furely 
there  can  be  no  comparifon  between  the 
value  of  bleffings  which  relate  only  to  this 
mortal  ftate,  and  thofe  which  relate  to  the 
felicity  and  glory  of  an  eternal  world.  In 
this  view  of  things  we  fee  the  fure  grounds 
on  which  the  prophet  foretels,  Pfalm  Ixxii. 
17,  18,  19.  His  name  Jhall  endure  for  ever: 
His  name  Jhall  be  continued  as  long  as  the 
fun;  and  men  Jhall  be  bleffed  in  him;  all 
nations  Jhall  call  him  blejfed.  Blejfed  be  the 
Lord  Gody  the  God  of  Ifrael^  who  only 
doth  wondrous  things.  And  blejfed  be  his 
glorious  name  for  ever ;  and  let  the  whole 
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earth  be  JUkd  with  his  glory.  Amen^  and  s  E  R  M. 
Amen.  .  ^^^'• 

3^  Is  it  fo,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  full  of 
Grace,  and  full  of  Truth  ?  Hence  we  fee 
that  there  is  no  caufe  of  being  aihamed  of 
the  GofpeL  On  the  contrary^  there  are 
the  jufteft  grounds  of  glorying  in  it. 
Strange  indeed  it  is,  that  any  human  crea- 
ture fhould  be  afhamed  of  a  difpenfation 
which  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  the 
power  of  God  unto  falvation.  Inflead, 
therefore,  of  being  afhamed  of  Jefus  and 
his  religion,  let  us  do  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  propagate  it,  and  extend  its  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  men.  Let  us 
employ,  with,  the  greateft  alacrity,  all  the 
means,  ,which  are  appointed  for  promot- 
ing this .  great  end:  and,  particularly,  let  us 
embrace  every  proper  opportunity  of  re- 
membering our  Saviour  in  that  public  and 
folemn  manner  which  he  has  commanded* 
And,  in  order  to  difpofe  our  minds  for  the 
proper  and  acceptable  remembrance  of  Je- 
fus Chrift  in  this  folemn  fervice,  let  us  con- 
template him  as  full  of  Grace  and  Truth : 
let  us  recoiled  all  the  excellencies  and 
beauties  of  his  chara^^er,  all  his  wonder- 
ful* 
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S  E  R  M.  ful  ^^8  of  friendship  to  the  children  of 
,  XV^^*  ,  men,  and  all  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleflP- 
ings  which  he  affures  us  fliall  be  beftowed 
upon  thofe  who  love  him  in  fincerity. 
And  while  we  endeavour  to  imprefs  on  our 
minds  a  juft  fcnfe  of  his  tranfcendent  ex- 
cellence and  dignity,  and  of  our  unfpeak** 
able  obligations  to  him  who  fuffered  and 
died  for  us,  let  us,  by  joining  together  in 
the  public  celebration  of  this  folemn  infti- 
tution  of  the  Supper,  do  what  we  can  to 
tranfmit  the  memory  of  him,  and  of  his 
divine  religion,  to  fucceeding  generations. 

To  conclude :  Let  ,us  meditate  on  the 
fulnefs  of  Grace  and  Truth  in  Jefus,  till 
we  feel  our  hearts  burning  within  us,  and 
difpofed  to  join  fully  with  Mary  in  the 
fublimeft  expreflions  of  her  hymn  of 
praife :  **  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord^ 
•*  and  tnyf^trit  rejoices  in  God  my  Saviour^^ 
And  till,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
we  can  afcribe  praife  and  glory  to  Mm  who 
loved  usy  who  wci/bed  us  from  our  fns  in 
bis  own  bloody  and  makes  us  kings  and 
friefi  to  God  bis  Father  for  ever  and  ever*. 

*  Both  fermons  delivered  in  the  College  Chapol^  Mifdb 
1771,  before  the  celebration  of  the  Lord^s  Supper. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t  1^  1 

SERMON    XVIIL 

Youth  guarded  againft  Licentious  Pleafuf  e» 

[Preached  ib  the  College  Chapel.] 


-<^ 


PROV.  XIX.  27. 

Ceqfcy  my  fon^  to  bear  the  infiruSliQn  which 
caufetb  to  err  from  the  words  ofknow^ 
ledge. 

THJE  autbof  ;of  this  book^  io  juftly  serm. 
ceiebyated  for  his  wifdom^  has  laid  .  ^^i^\ 
together  a  great  many  exceUent  jnaxiois 
'for  the  condufl:  <)f  life^  The  greatcft  part 
*of  thefe  TQlate  to  the  pra^^^ice  of  virtue  an4 
cpicty,  which  he  every  v^here  inculcates 
under  the  name  of  'wifdom :  the  |^  pf 
thepi  r^ate  to  prudence  in  the  managemei:^ 
of  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life.  It  will  be 
evident  to  every  gn?,  who  reads  the  book 
V0L,IL     '  K  with 
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SERM.  with  attention  and  judgment,  that  the  au- 
thor fhews  a  thorough  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  in  his  inftrudlions,  both  of  the 
religious  and  prudential  kind. 

It  is  very  obfervable  too,  that  he  chufes 
to  give  many  of  his  advices  in  the  perfoB 
of  a  father^  exprefling  great  affedion  and 
tendernefs,  with  an  earneft  folicitude  that 
his  inftrudions  fhould  be  obferved.  He 
fpeaks,  as  it  were,  to  his  children,  whofe 
beft  interefts  he  is  anxious  to  promote,  and 
in  whofe  happinefs  he  is  deeply  interefted. 
Thus  he  fays,  xxiii.  26.  My  forty  give  me 
tbine  hearty  and  let  thine  eyes  obferve  my 
ways:  and  in  the  text,  Ceafe^  myfon^  to  hear 
the  ifiJlruElion  which  caufeth  to  err  from  the 
words  of  knowledge. 

The  meaning  of  the  fatherly  advice  is 
very  plain.  The  whole  ftrain  of  the  lan- 
guage in  this  and  in  other  books  of  Scrip- 
ture (hews,  that  by  words  of  knowledge  we 
are  to  underftand  the  principles  of  virtue 
and  religion,  and  the  pradtical  rules  of  life 
which  flow  from  them.  T*he  infru^ion^ 
then,  that  caufeth  to  err  from  the  "words  of 
knowledge^  is,  thofe  notions  or  opinions, 
whether  drawn  from  converfation,    from 

books. 
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books,  or  from  the  example  of  the  world,  SE R M* 
which  lead  us  to  defpife  or  iiegledl  the 
principles  of  religion,  the  dictates  of  reafon 
ahd  virtue :  aiid"  if  there  be  any  perfons 
who  fet  up  for  teacher^  of  infidelity  and  ir^ 
religion,  or  any  books  which  openly  com^ 
bat,  or  more  fetretly  undermine,  the  ftrong 
foundations  of  piety  and  morality,  the 
words  of  the  text  undoubtedly  advifc  us  to 
be  on  our  guard  againft  the  open  attacks, 
or  more  fecret  arts  and  infinuations,  of  fuch 
pretended  inftrudprs^. 

The  fubjedt  may  be  treated  in  two  dif- 
ferent ways :  either^niore  generally,  by 
(hewing  the  danger  of  hearkening  to  cor- 
rupt inftrudiions,  and  pointing  out  the 
temptations  that  lead  us  to  liften  to  them ; 
or  more  particularly, 

I.  By  fpecifying  fome  of  the  capital 
wrong  inftrudions  which  young  minds  too 
often  meet  with,  and  too  eafily  imbibe.  And 

II.  By  offering  fome  diredions  that  may 
tend  to-  fecure  us  againft  their  influence. 

As  this  laft  method  feems  to  promife  to 
be  the  moft  ufeful,  let  us  follow  it. 

I.  Let  me  fpecify  fome  of  the  chief  in- 

ftances  of  wrong  inftrudion  that  have  a 

K  2  tendency 
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SE  k  M.  tendency  to  hurt  young  minds ;  and  this  I 
.^^^3.  fliall  do  without  much  foiicitude  about  or- 
der and  conae6tion# 

I.  Let  us  ccafe.  from  Uftenittg  to  fuch 
difcourfes  as  tend  to  pollute  the  iraagina- 
fion^  to  inflame  the  paflSons,  and  to  give 
feniual  appetites  the  dominion  over  reafon 
and  confcience,  to  whom  the  empire  of 
the  mind  certainly  bekmgs.  There  is  no- 
thing that  has  a  more  dired  influence  to 
corrupt  and  debauch  young  minds,  than 
the  reprefentations,  either  in  books  or  con- 
verfation,  of  the  impure  conceptions  of  a 
mind  polluted  with  luft  and  Iafcivioufne& 
There  is  therefore  nothing  more  contrary 
to  morality  and  to  good  manners,  than  the 
Kberty  fome  take  of  entertaining  one  ano- 
ther with  what  is  unfit  to  be  fpoken  or 
heard ;  for  this  is  \SxAjiltbinefs  andfoolifb 
talking  andjejling  which  the  apoftle  JTolemn- 
fy  forbids*,  as  leading  to  vices  that  ought 
not  to  be  named  among  Chriftiansf  •  Some 

perhaps 

•  Eph.  V.  4* 

f  That  lewd  kind  of  wit,  which  iett  at  aooglit  t:^tjj 
thing  that  is  chafte  and  -pare,  is  eridently  contrarj  to 
the  modefty  of  nature,  to  the  purity  of  our  holy  religioD, 
and.  is  highly  offeniive  to  God,  and  to  all  virtoooa 
saiods*    If  fome  pcribas  hare  tha  arc   of  doduog  the 

jnoft 
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perhaps  will  endeavour  to  juftify  fucjh  dif-  s  B  r  m,, 
folutenefs  from  the  ftreogth  of  the  pafficms  .^^^^^\ 
which  nature  has  given,  or  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  world  around  theni.  But  let 
fuch  fet  in  oppofition  to  fuch  pretences,  the. 
dictates  of  all  found  morality,  either  in  an- 
dent  or  modem  times,  the  fenfe  and  ex- 
perience of  the  more  virtuous  part  of  man* 
kind  in  all  ages,  and  the  exprefs  authority 
of  Divine  Revelation,  and  then  let  reafon 
and  confcience  in  a  cool  moment  determine 
the  point.  Before  this  inward  tribunal 
fuch  perfons  will  find  themfelves  felf-con- 
demned :  and  indeed,  when  we  refled  that 
fuch  licentious  difcourfe  always  fliuns  the 
light,  we  can  fcarcely  help  thinking  this  a 
tacit  acknowledgipent,  that,  even  in  the 
judgment  of  thofe  who  indulge  it,  it  is  a 
work  of  wickednefs  and  darkneis. 

Agreeably  then   to    the  admonition   of 
the  text,  let  us  beware  of  all  thofe  compo-f 

moft  impure  tlioughts  not  in  the  coarfeft  but  in  a  more 
cleanly  kind  of  language,  tkis  will  not  mitigate  the  crime, 
nor  will  it  prevent  or  leiTen  the  bad  effedli  of  it.  To  make 
lewdnefs  agreeable,  to  recommend  it  by  pleafantry  or  wit, 
16  only  to  convey  a  real  foi/m  in  a  palatable  pction.  When 
thos  drefled  up  and  difguiied,  it  only  proves  fo  much  the 
more  enfnaring  and  dangerous  to  the  unfufpeding  hearer 
or  reader^ 

K  3  fitions, 
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s  E  R  M.  fitions,  whether  iri  poetry  or  profe,  where 
^^"V^  the  authors '  employ  their  wit  and  their  art 
to  make  virtuc/fobriety^  and  chaftity  ridicu- 
lous. Particulirly,  when  we  find  in  pieces 
pompofed  for  the  ftage,  that  the  villain  who 
Ijetrays  his  friend,  who  breaks  the  laws  of 
hofpitality,  oi^  brings  unguarded  innocence 
to  difgraCe  or  ruin,  is  painted  as  a  charac* 
ter  more  accomplifhed  than  others,  and  fit 
for  imitation  ;  let  us  condemn  fuch  works 
as  unworthy  of  the  peru(al  of  the  friends  of 
wifdom,  virtue,  and  purity.  Poets  were 
anciently  the  inftrudtors  of  mankind,  the 
teachers  of  morality.  They  reprefented 
virtue  as  the  only  thing  worthy  of  applaufe, 
and  vice  as  ever  deferving  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt or  deteftation.  But  when  we  find, 
in  modern  times,  this  noble  art  proftituted 
to  ferve  the  interefts  of  vice,  let  us  look 
upon  the  poet,  whatever  his  talents  may  be, 
as  a  corrupter  of  mankind,  whpfe  work§ 
and  whofe  charader  ought  to  b?  treated 
with  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

I  have  only  to  add  on  this  head,  that  all 
fuch  young  perfons  as  have  good  hearts, 
and  would  wilh  to  keep  them  fo,  fhould 
chufe  that   company  and  thofe  books,  in 

which 
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which  their  reverence  for  virtue,  and  the  S  E  R  M, 
purity  of  their  tafte,  will  be  fo  far  from  fuf- 
fering,  that  they  will  be  confirmed  and  im- 
proved. It  muft  be  admitted  to  be  one  of 
the  beft  and  wortbieft  offices  we  can  do  to 
one  another,  to  encourage  that  ftrain  of 
converfation,  and  that  courfe  of  reading, 
which  may  be  to  the  ufe  of  edifying ;  and, 
as  the  apoftle  fays,  may  mini/ler  grace  to 
the  bearers'^:  and,  by  fo  doing,  we  fhall 
moft  effectually  comply  with  the  advice  of 
the  text,  and  ceafe  from  hearing  fuch  in- 
ftrudlions  as  caufe  to  err  from  the  words  of 
knowledge.     But  in  the 

2d  place,  Let  us  ceafe  from  hearkening 
to  all  fuch  inftrudions  as  may  lead  us  to 
conceive  that  a  life  of  mere  pleafure,  or 
thoughtlefs  giddy  diflipation,  is  the  only 
defirable,  the  only  happy  kind  of  life. 
By  pleafure  is  here  meant,  not  only  fuch 
pleafures  as  are  diredlly  criminal  in  their 
own  nature,  but  that  thoughtlefs  keennefs, 
which  fometimes  rifes  into  a  kind  of  rage 
for  foft  and  gay  amufements  ;  amufements 
which,  in  a  certain  degree,  are  innocent, 
but  when  made  the  bufinefs  and  the  chief 

•  Eph.  iv.  29. 

IC  4  purfuit 
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SERM.  purfuit  of  life,  diftroy  sdl  dignity  anrf  ufc* 
/^^^^^\  fulncfs  of  chara£lcr.  An  indtifgence  in  a 
perpetual  fucceffioii  of  fuch  kinds  of  pka- 
fures  enervates  the  foul,  weakens  tihe  powers 
of  tbe  undcrftanding,  enflaves  the  man 
to  meah  frivolous  defires,  artd  rehders^  him 
incapable  of  a;  courfe  of  worthy  defigns  and 
iiaiojiSf  Nay,  it  breeds  an  averfioh  to  that 
degree  of  attentioq  and  labour,  ^^^rbich  is 
^bfolutely  neceflfary  for  carrying  on  even 
the  common  affairs  of  life  \<rith  reputation 
find  faccefs.  Every  one  who  gives  the  leaft 
^ttentiofl  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  mankind, 
muft  be  convinced,  that  habits  of  appilica- 
tion  and  fober  induftry  ought  to  be  ac- 
quired in  the  early  periods  of  life;  and 
that  it  is  one  of  the  principal  advantages  of 
a  good  education,  that  it  inures  young 
people  to  that  calm  attention  and  continued 
labour  which  are  of  mighty  importance  in 
all  the  future  ftages  either  of  public  or  pri-. 
vat?  life*.     Such  habits  are  ^^bfoIutely  ne-f 

ceffary 

*  It  IS  ^n  obfervation  made  by  the  ancients  (who  onr 
derftood,  perhaps  more  fully  than  the  moderns,  ihc  nature 
of  right  education),  that  it  is  good  to  impofe  labour^  oa 
ourfelvcs  as  foon  as  wc  arc  ^ble  to  endure  them.  It  is  ^ 
Itt^xiip,  fay  tjicy,  ^mon^  ihofe  who  iniiru^  yoatli,  tha^ 
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ceffary  on  innumcrabfe  GccafiCns  in  all  serm. 
the  important  birfinefs  add  concerns  of  hu-  ^^y^, 
man  life. 

Now^  that  ftfam  of  converfation  which 
prevails  in  manj  fafliioftable  circles,  that 
fort  of  reading  which  makes  the  beft  figure 
there,  has  a  manifeft  tendency  to  produce 
a  perfuafioti  that  a  life  of  eafe  and  freedom 
from  all  laborious  attention,  a  life  of  ex- 
emption from  troubl6  and  care  of  every 
kind,  including  a  continual  train  of  gay, 
foft,  and  agreeable  amufements,  is  the  only 
pleafstnt  and  happy  life : — ferious  thought  and 
reflexion,  pains  and  kbour  about  anything, 
appear  to  be  a  drudgery  which  is  infuflfer- 
able  : — to  be  obliged  to  acquire  any  thing 
valuable,  at  the  expence  of  fatiguing  atten- 
tion of  mind  or  painful  labour  of  body,  is 

the  exercifes  which  ar(&  eafil/  performed  at  the  firft  attempt^ 
or  require  no  uncommon  exertion  of  ilrength  or  agility, 
are  not  capable  to  form  the  body  to  that  vigour  and  firm- 
nt{%  requiiite  to  great  undertakings :  but  that  thofe  exer^ 
cifes  which  require  patience,  afliduity,  repeated  trials  and 
e0brts»  fit  men  for  illullrious  adions  and  great  achieve- 
ments. The  fame  obfervation  is  applicable  to  the  exer^ 
cifes  of  the  mind.  For  no  perfon  can  be  qualified  to  be 
eminently  ufeful  to  fociety,  who  hat  not  been  trained  up 
io  as  to  be  capable  of  continued  attention  and  patient  ap- 
DlicatioQ  when  buftnefs  re(^uires  it. 
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S  E  R  M.  reckoned  a  hardfhip  altogether  incompati- 

i^!^'y  ^'^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  pleafure.  Such  are  the 
opinions,  and  fuch  the  inftrudions,  to  be 
gathered  from  fafhionable  converfation,  and 
from  the  reading  of  books  bf  mere  amufe- 
inent,  which  make  almoft  the  only  ftudy 
of  thofe  who  afpire  to  be  ranked  in  that 
clafs  of  people.  That  it  is  the  tendency 
and  effeift  of  fuch  opinions  to  caufe  us  to 
err  from  the  words  of  knowledge,  is  fo 
evident  of  itfelf,  that  it  needs  not  be  parti- 
cularly fhewn. 

It  may  be  further  obferved  on  this  head, 
that  the  fatal  effeds  of  pleafure  have  been 
marked  out  by  the  wifeft  men  in  all  ages  ; 
and  the  moft  pathetic  exhortations  have 
always  been  given  to  youth,  to  beware  of 
l\ii^forcerefs.  Indeed,  pleafure  is  a  mighty 
cnchautrefs ;  and  it  deferves  our  particular 
attention,  that  ftie  eftablilhes  her  empire 
more  eafily,  and  exerts  her  powe^^  more  ir* 
refiflibly,  in  thofe  ages  and  nations  which 
are  polifhed,  than  in  thofe  which  are  rude 
and  uncultivated.  la  thofe  particular  places 
of  the  world,  where  refinement  is  carried 
to  the  greatefl  height,  there  we  may  be 
affured  that  the  in^uence  of  this  enchant- 

ref§ 
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refs  is  moft  powerful  and  moft  extenfive.  s  E  R  M. 
The  fame  nations  and  ages  which  are  moft  ^^^ 
polijhed  chim^  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  moft 
enlightened :  and,  in  feveral  important  re- 
fpeds,  their  claim  muft  be  admitted.  But 
•yet  it  will  be  found,  that  wherever  pleafure 
has  eredted  her  throne,  and  exercifes  her 
power  over  her  votaries,  (he  cafts  a  mift 
over  their  underftandings,  which  greatljr 
weakens  and  darkens  their  perceptions  of 
moral  and  religious  truth:  fo  that  if  a 
refined  age  be  allowed  to  be  more  knowing 
in/ome  things  than  a  ruder  one,  it  is  as 
certain  that  it  will  be  more  blind  in  refpefit 
'  to  other  things ;  and  things  of  the  higheft 
confequence  to  the  true  worth  and  the  real 
happinefs  of  human  life  and  hqman  fociety. 
It  would  carry  us  too  far  at  prefent  to 
ihew,  that  riches,  and  their  infepafable  at^ 
tendants,  luxury,  and  an  immoderate  atr- 
tachment  to  pleafure,  naturally  fpread  a 
darknefs  over  men's  underftandings,  and, 
in  a  certain  degree,  weaken  their  rational 
and  moral  powers,  or  at  leaft  the  fenfe  of 
their  religious  and  moral  obligations.  Every 
difcerning  man,  who  has  given  attention 
\Q  the  fubjed,  and  has  obferved  human  lif§, 
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SERM.  mufl  be  iatisfied  of  thefa£b:  fo  that  the 
admonition  which  Divine  Wifdom  gave  to 
the  Jews  feventeen  hundred  years  ago. 
Take  heed  that  the  light  which  is  in  you  be 
not  darknefs;  for  if  fo^  bow  great  is  that 
darknefsl  may  ftill  be  given  with  great 
propriety,  to  thofe  nations  of  the  world  in 
the  prefent  age,  who  boaft  that  they  are 
the  moft  enlightened  of  all  others.  Fcwr  it 
will  be  found,  that  Heafure  is  a  De- 
monefs  of  a  very  malignant  kind,  that 
haunts,  infefls,  and  fafcinates,  particularly 
thofe  places  of  the  earth  which  have  car- 
ried their  improvements  and  refinements 
higheft ;  and  that,  if  a  vigorous  ftop  be  not 
put  to  her  incantations,  fhe  will  lead  them 
(amidft  all  their  admired  and  boailed  ad- 
vancements in  arts  and  fciences)  blindfold- 
ed to  their  utter  deftrudion.  Here  we 
may  obferve  and  admire  the  wifdom  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  has  placed  the  great  bulk 
of  mankind  in  a  fituation  in  which  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  labouring  fecures  them,  in  fome 
nieafure,  againft  the  enchantments  of  this 
forcerefs.  This  is  the  grand  fecurity  for 
preferving  the  order  and  happinefs  of  fo- 
fi^ty  :  for  a's  foon  a§  the  tafte  for  pleafure ' 
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invades  the  lower  ranks  of  people   that  SERM, 

xvnr 
compofe  the  great  body  of  the  ftate,  the 

mid  of  it  is  faft  approaching :  witnefs  Ba- 

byloD,  AthenS)  Rome,  and  all  other  luxr 

urious  ftates. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  plainly  fol- 
lows that  all  ranks  of  men,  and  efpedally 
the  young,  ihould  guard  themfelves  with 
the  utmoft  care  againft  all  thofe  fentiments 
and  notions,  which  would  lead  them  to  in- 
dulgence in  idlenefs  and  pleafure. 

And  let  it  ever  be  attended  to,  that  the 
beft  fecurity  againfl  the  contagion  of  thefe 
delufive  notions  is,  to  be  eftablifhed  in  the 
perfuafion  of  the  contrary  certain  and  im- 
portant principles :  namely,  that  by  the 
original  conftitution  of  things,  and  by  the 
fettled  order  of  Providence,  nothing  truly 
good  and  excellent  can  be  attained  without 
diligence  and  labour ;  and  that,  by  the  un- 
alterable appointment  of  the  great  CreatCH: 
of  all  things,  a  proper  degree  of  diligence 
and  labour  leads  to  the  eiy'oyment  of  the 
moft  genuine,  the  mod  noble  and  lading 
pleafures.  God  has  faid,  that  the  true 
happinels  of  human  nature  fhall  always  be 
found  in  wife  and  virtuous  condud :  and  it 
VoL.IL  K7  is 
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S  E  R  M.  18  as  impoffible  for  any  creature  to  work 

WITT  '     • 

*  out  a  happinefs  to  itfelf  in  a  way  contrary 
"to  that  which  its  Creator  has  appointed,  as 
it  is  for  that  creature  to  make  itfelf  anew, 
or  to  new-model  the  whole  univerfe  about 
it.  For  what  pious  Job  faid,  chap.  ix.  4.  is 
a  mod  certaki  truth,  Wb(y  bath  ever  hard-' 
cned  bimfelf  againft  his  Maker j  andbatbpro- 
Jperedf  Let  it  be  confidered,  then,  as  the 
moil  indubitable  axiom,  that  happinefs  can 
only  be  found  where  God  has  placed  it^ 

They  are  thefe  grand  and  momentous 
principles  which  are  inculcated  in  that  ad- 
mirable ancient  Fable  *,  well  known  to  the 
younger  part;  of  this  audience,  in  which  the 
two  goddeffes  Pleafure  and  Virtue  are  repre- 
fcnted  asaddreffing  themfelvestoyoungHer- 
cules,  when  he  was  deliberating  about  the 
choice  of  the  courfe  of  life  he  was  to  follow, 
Pleafure^  you  know,  endeavours  to  per-* 
fuade  him  that,  if  he  would  follow  her, 
flie  would  lead  him  in  the  mod  eafy  and 
delightful  paths,  where  he  fhould  tafte  all 
the  fweets  of  life,  and  be  totally  exempted 
from  care,  trouble,  and  pain.  She  pro- 
mifes  him  beforehand,  that  he  fhould  freely 

*  Frodicus. 
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enjoy  all  happinefs  from  the  induftry  of  SERM, 
others,  without  undergoing  the  leaft  labour    ^^'*'- 
or  drudgery  himfelf,  and  without  being  at 
the  expence,  either  of  attention  of  mind  or 
fatigue  of  body. 

Virtue^  on  the  other  hand,  begins  her  ad- 
drefs  by  telling  him,  that  fhe  muft  be  open 
and  fincere  with  him,  and  muft  lay  down 
this  as  an  eftablifhed  and  undeniable  truth  : 
**  That  nothing  truly  valuable  can  be  attain- 
**  ed  without  pains  and  labour:^— that  the 
"  gods  have  fet  a  price  on  every  real  and 
"  noble  pleafure  : — that,  if  we  would  gain 
**  the  favour  of  the  Deity,  we  muft  wor- 
**  (hip  him  ;  that,  if  we  would  gain  efteem 
"  and  honour  among  men,  we  muft  qua- 
"  lify  ourfelves  to  do  them  eminent  fer- 
"  vice,  and  embrace  every  opportunity  of 
**  doing  it." 

I  am  fenfible  that  you  are  all  already 
well  acquainted  with  this  excellent  and  in- 
ftru£tive  piece  of  ancient  writing ;  I  (hall 
not  therefore  enlarge  upon  it.  You  know 
the  fentiments,  and  admire  them.  You 
juftly  admire  too,  the  excellence  of  the 
compofition.  But  fuffer  me  to  fay,  this  is 
not  enough.     The  principal  inftrudion  to 
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S  E  R  M.  be  learned  from'  it.  Js,  to  beein  early  to 
put  in  ^  pradice  the  maxims  and  precepts 
•which  it  reconimends  to  you*  Rememr 
bet  always,  that  it  i$  not  they  who  know 
what  is  right,  but  they  only  wht)  d(^  what 
is  right,  that  ^re  happy.  It  is  a  thoufafii?" 
times  eafier  to  form  the  higheft  and  fineft 
ideas  of  what  is  good,  than  to  pradifc  the 
loweft.  Enter  then  early  Into  the  virtuous 
courfe  of  life,  and  let  no  temptation  of 
Pleafure,  however  ftrong,  prevail  upon  you 
to  depart  from  the  welUqhofen^  path.  Be 
refolute  ;  fhew  yourfelves  men  by  a  fleady 
adherence  to  the  di&ltJCes  of  reaf(^,  con- 
fcience,  and  religion. 

Be  fully  affured,  that  the  moft  virtuous 
life  i^  the  happielx.  The  virtuous,  the  ra- 
tional, and  manly  pleafures  are  of  the  high- 
eft  and  beft  kind.  Thinking  on  rational  fub- 
jeifis  is  one  of  the  chief  pleafures  of  human 
nature :  no  man  that  ever  tafted  it  grew 
weary  of  it;,  or  ever  riCpented  that  he  had 
indulged  himfelf  in  it.  The  proper  exer- 
tion of  all  our  intelledtual,  moral,  and  fo- 
cial  powers  affords  the  moft  real  fatiafadlion, 
Thefe  virtuous  pleafures  are  not  only  de- 
lightful in  the  immediate  exercife,  but  they 
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are  fo  on  every  review  of  them*  Thefc  S  E  R  M. 
pleafures^  as  they  arc  originally  joyful  and 
fatisfadory  in  their  natures,  fo  they  are  al- 
ways in  our  power.  They  are,  too,  foui>- 
tains  of  delight  which  never  dry  up.  Be- 
fides,  the  more  we  indulge  in  fuch  plea- 
fures,  the  mind  is  fo  much  the  more  im- 
proved, its  faculties  are  enlarged,  and  the 
whole  charader  and  life  receive  additional 
dignity  and  beauty;  whereas,  the  plea- 
fures  of  idlenefs  and  vice  are  empty  and 
unfalisfadory.  They  are  fleeting  and  tran- 
fitory.  They  leave  a  languor,  if  not  a 
fling,  behind  them.  It  is  impoilible  to  fill 
up  the  whple  life  witji  them  through  all 
its  flages  and  in  all  its  flates  :  and  they  lead 
the  perfon  who  purfues  them  to  a  courfe 
of  life  void  of  honour,  of  dignity,  or  im- 
portance. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  youth  who,  inflead  of 
minding  his  fludies  or.  his  bufmefs,  has 
been  rolling  from  one  circle  of  vanity  to 
another,  rambling  firom  one  fcene  of  riot 
to  another,  for  months  together;  and, 
during  all  that  time,  he  has  not  acquired 
one  new  idea,  or  done  any  one  thing  that 
could  procure  him  either  the  approbation 
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s  E  R  M.  of  thofe  concerned  for  him^  or  the  fatis£ic^ 
.^  \  tion  of  his  own  mind :  let  ua  examine  him 
now,  at  this  period^  and  in  this  ftate^  that 
we  may  fee  what  marks  of  happinefs  he 
tarries  about  him : — why,  he  is  without  that 
frefhnefs  and  bloom  of  complexion  which 
betokena  health  and  vigour.  There  is  either 
a  deadnefs  and  vacancy  in  his  eye,  or  an 
unfettlednefs  and  -giddineis  :-*— a  languor  of 
mind  and  fpirits  is  apparent  in  his  whole 
behaviour  :-^in  a  word,  he  is  unfatisfied 
with  himfelf ;  and  all  about  him  are  diflfa-' 
tisfied  with  him.  He  evidently  has  no 
fund  of  inward  enjoyment ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, there  is  an  unquietnefs  and  reftleflhefs 
at  the  bottom  of  the  foul ;  fo  that  he  has 
no  fource  of  joy  within  him^  no  mark  of 
it  about  him.  He  has  no  profpe^  of  any 
other  happinefs  but  that  of  repeating  the 
iame  train  of  delufive  pleafures  and  de-* 
ftrudive  purfuits. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  fame  perfon, 
ia  the  fucceeding  month,  abftains  fnxn 
bis  former  irregular  purfuits  j^^that  he  now 
fpends  his  time  in  a  ibber,  but  hearty,  ap« 
plication  to  his  fhidies ; — ^that  he  really  im-« 
I»-oves  his  mind^  is  feniible  of  the  improve* 
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ixients  he  ^  has  made,  and  is  pleafed  with  SERM. 
the  train  which  he  is  in  ;-^that  he  begins 
to  tafte  the  folid  plcafures  which  fpring 
from  l^nowledge  and  virtue,  and  is  fully 
determined  henceforth  to  purfue  them« 
Examine  him  now,  in  this  new  ftate,  and 
you  fhall  find  all  the  tokens  of  genuine 
happinefs.  His  countenance  has  recovered 
its  freflinefs  and  bloomy  the  Aire  maiic  of 
found  health: — there  is  a  liTeltneia  and 
fpirit  in  his  eye  ;  at  leafl,  a  fbyednefs  and 
compofure;  a  calm  ferenity  in  his  wh<dc 
afped.  A  native  fpirit  and  innocent  cheer^ 
fulnefs  enliven  his  converfation  and  man- 
ners. He  has  an  internal  fund  of  enjoyment, 
a  fource  of  contentment  fjpringing  up  with- 
in him.  He  is  fatisfied  in  himfelf,  and  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  marks  of  the  approbation  of 
all  around  him :  and  the  proTpedls  which 
now  open  to  him  are  thofe  of  fuch  im* 
provements  as  will  give  real  dignity  to  his 
character,  real  beauty  to  his  manners^  and 
render  him  ufeful  and  honourable  in  after-- 
life. 

Here,  then,  we  fee  what  happinefs  is; 

or  rather,  we  fee  what  are  the  marks  of 

it.     Happinefs  does  not  lie  in  the  agitation 
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SERM.  of  the  animal  paffions,  or  in  the  play  of 
the  imagination  about  glittering  obje&s, 
or  in  the  gratification  of  a  thoufand  vain 
and  frivolous  defires.  The  true,  the  genuine 
bappinefs  of  man  is  the  refult  of  his  ex« 
erdfing  his  mental  and  bodily  powers  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  his  all* wife 
Creator.  It  is  the  confcioufnefs  of  v^ell- 
doing,  and  that  home-*felt  fatisfa^on 
•which  ever  accompanies  it.  All  other 
kinds  of  pleafure,  whatever  gay  appear* 
^oice^  they  may  put  on,  do  not  dcferve  the 
name  of  bappinefs.  There  is  fomething 
•  hollow  in  them.  .  They  cannot  fill  or  fa- 
tiafy  the  defires  of  the  human  heart.  They 
leiive  no  peaceful  ierenity  behind  them. 

.  It  is  upon  this  account  that  the  Bible^ 
which  always  fpeaks  truth,  fpeaks  what  is 
agreeable  to  the  experience  of  mankind, 
and  always  exprefles  itfelf  in  a  fimple  and 
natural  manner,  gives  the  emphatical  name 
of  RfH  to  that  ftate  of  mind  which  refults 
from  virtuous  enjoyments.  For  inftancc, 
the  ancient  prophet  Jeremiah,  vi.  16.  Thus 
faith  the  Lord ^  Jland  ye  in  the  ways  and  fee  ^ 
and  ajkjvr  the  old  patb^  where  is  the  good 
way^  and  walk  therein^  and  ye  Jhall  fnd 
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reft  for  ywr fouls.  Ye  fhall  find  ref  for  SERM,- 
your  foiils.  Our  Weffcd  Saviour, .  alluding  ^  ^  *"• 
probably  to  this  paflage,  invites  *  all  wboxtrc\ 
nveary  and  heavy  laden  with  a  life  of .  va-> 
nity,  folly,  and  vice,  to  eome  to  bim^  to  em-; 
brace  and  pradiife  hi?  religion;,  and  he 
promifes  he  will  give  them  hGl-^I  ivilli 
give  you  rejl^  fays  he :  and,  in  the  next 
verfe,  You  Jhall find  reft  to  youtfoids.  i 

There  is  another  very  fignificant  word, 
th^t  the  Bible  ufes  to  de&ribe  the  happi* 
nefs  of  the  pious  and  virtuous  mind,  viz. 
Peace.  •  Great  peace  have  4bey  that  love  thy 
law;  nothii^  ihall  hurt  themf.  The 
ways  of  wifdom  are  ways  Of  pleafantafcfe, 
and  all  her  paths  are  peace  %:  and  our  Sa- 
viour lezvts  peace  to  his  followers  as  the 
greateft  and  beft  of  legacieJs.  John,  xiv.  27. 
Peace  I  leave  with  you ;  not  as  the  world 
givethy  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled  J  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  In  other, 
places  the  mdft  magnificent  epithets  are  be- 
llowed on  ih\%  peace.  It  is  ftyled  the  peace 
of  God  that  pajfetb  all  underftanding  §. 
And  indeed  it  is  a  thing,  the  whole  worth 

♦  Matt.  xi.  28.  f  Pfalm  crix.  165. 

%  ProF.  ill.  17,  §  Phil.  iv.  7. 
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5  E  R  M.  of  which  cannot  be  dlfcerned  but  by  thofe 
^  -^-,ij  who  have  experienced  it.     That  man  who 
is  confcious  of  fimple  and  upright  inten- 
tions,   and  of  well-doing  in    the  main, 
though  fenfible    of  mdny  imperfedions ; 
that  man,  whofe  paffions  and  defires  are 
moderated  by  rea6)n  and  religion,  and  who 
feels  a  perfed  CalUl   within  his  bofom ; 
that  man  who  is  in  a  ftate  of  love  and 
peace  with  all  mankind,  and  who  has  the 
humble  but  rejoicing  hope  of  peace  with 
God  through  JefusChrift ;  fuch  a  man  has 
all  things  at  peace  within  himfelf ;  he  is  at 
peace  with  all  without  him  ;  -Jle  is  at  peace 
with  the  whole  univerfe,  and  with  Him 
who  made  and  governs  it.     Such  a  perfon 
enjoys  an  ineffable  fcrenity  of  mind,  which 
far  furpafles  all  the  other  pleafures  of  hu- 
man life,  and  he  may  juftly  be  faid  to  fed 
xhztpeact  of  God  which  paffetb  all  under ^ 
landing. 

May  we  all  be  enabled  fo  to  live  as 

^  that,  when  we  come  to  die,  it  may  be  (aid 

of  ue,  Mark  the  pcrfeS  man^  and  behold  the 

upright^  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace*. 

Amen. 

*  Ffalm  xxxvii.  37. 
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pROV.  idx.  27. 

Cc^^.9  ^y  fi^%  to  bear  tbc  if^ruHion  that 
canfetb  to  err  firtm  tbc  words  of  know-- 
ledge. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  I  bbferved,  that  SERM. 
the  words  of  knowledge  may  here  meati  ^^* 
the  principles  of  virtue  and  religion,  or  the 
pra&ical  rules  of  life  which  flow  from  them ; 
and  that  by  the  infimSion  which  caufetb 
to  err  from  thcfe,  we  may  very  well  un- 
derftand  fuch  opinions,  whether  drawn 
from  convcrfation,  books,  or  the  examples 
of  the  world,  as  lead  us  to  dcfpife  or  neg^ 
left  the  didates  of  virtue  and  piety.  It  was 
propofed, 

I.  To  mention  fome  of  the  chief  in- 

ftanc6s  pf  fuch  wrong  inftruCtion  as  young 
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s  E  R  M.  people  often  meet  with,  and  are  apt  to 
imbibe,  fometimes  with  greedinefs ;  and  to 
fuggeft,  at  the  feme  time,  fome  eonfider- 
ations  which  may,  by  the  Divine  blefling, 
be  pf  ufe  to  guard  them  againft  th?ir 
pernicious  influence. 

In  this  view  I  attempted  to  reprefent 
the  fatal  tendency  of  fugh  difcourfes  as  pol- 
lute the  iqiagination,  and  give  the  fenfual 
pafllons  that  dominion  or  empire  within 
the  foul  which  of  right  belongs  to  reafpn 
l|nd  confcience  alone,  idly,  I  reprefented 
the  fatal  efieds  of  indulging  ourfelves  in  a 
life  of  thoughtlefs  and  giddy  pleafures,  un- 
der the  notion. of  its  being  the  only  defur- 
able  an4  hjippy  life  j  ^nd  1  now  proceed  to 
give  fome  other  inftances  of  fuch  falfe  in- 
ftrudion  as  may  caufe  us  to  err  from  the 
paths  of  virtue  and  wifdom, 

3.  Let  us  beware  of  all  thofe  kinds  of 
opinions  and  fentimenta  which  tend  to 
weaken  or  ex,tinguiih  in  our  hearts  an  ar« 
dour  for  what  is  good,  generous,  and  great* 
We  often  meet  with  doGrines  which  have 
a  ftrong  tendency  this  way,  both  in  books, 
and  in  the  converiation  of  men  who  value 
themfelves  on  knowing  th^  world*     You 
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-vjxW  find  books,  and  books  written  by  per-  s  £  r  m. 
fon&  who  pretend   to   be    more  knowing  *^^!^ 
than  others,  which  aflert  that  human  nature . 
is  totally  felfifli;— -that  all  our  aflfediions  and 
all  our  adlions  flow  from  the  fmgle  principle 
of  felf-love;-^that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as 
difinterefted  love,  friendfhip,   and  genero*- 
fity  in  the  world  ;  and  that  human  nature 
is,  ever  was,  and  will  be,  incapable  of  it* 

You  will  meet  with  men  of  the  worW 
too,  generally  however  fuch  as  have  been 
converfant  with  the  more  corrupt  part  of 
it,  who  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  the 
whole  world  is  governed  by  felf-intereft ; 
•—that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  real  ho- 
nefty,  genuine  public  fpirit,  pure  love  of 
liberty,  or,  in  a  word,  real  virtue  pf  any 
kind,  to  be  found  among  the  human  race  ; 
and  that  all  that  pafl!es  in  the  world  for  the 
moft  incorruptible  integrity,  for  the  firmefl: 
patriotifm,  and  the  moft  ardent  love  of 
liberty,  is  only  fo  in  appearance,  and,  at 
the  bottom,  nothing  more  than  an  artful 
policy : — all  is  nothing  more  than  a  fteady 
well-conjlu£ted  plan  of  felf-intereft,  under 
the  m^fk  of  virtue,  which  only  impofes  on 
fl^pf?  that  l^upw  ^;io  better.     Perfons  of  this 
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8  E  R  M.  ftamp  will  carry  the  matter  fo  far  as  to  tcII 
you,  that  the  moft  juft  divifion  which  can  be 
I  made  of  mankind  is  into  two  clafles,  viz. 
the  cool  fagacious  villains  who  afiume  the 
charafter  of  ftrid  honour,  integrity,  and 
virtue ;  and,  2dly,  thofc  who,  being  im- 
pofed  upon  by  their  hypocritical  pretences, 
are  their  dttpes. 

It  muft  ftrike  every  ingenuous  mind, 
that  the  embracing  fuch  notions  as  thefe, 
has  an  evident  tendency  to  deaden  and  to 
kill  every  fine  and  generous  fentiment  in  the 
human  breaft  ;  to  quench  that  rational  and 
facred  entbufiafm  for  virtue  which  ought 
ever  to  animate  us ;  to  damp  all  afplrings 
after  real  worth  and  excellence  in  charac- 
ter or  condud  ;  for  to  what  purpofe  {hould 
we  ftrive  to  attain  or  to  pradife  that  which 
is  impoffible  to  be  attained  or  praftifed,— 
that  which  has  no  real  exigence  in  bumaq 
life,  and  can  have  none  ?  Such  views  of 
human  nature  deftroy  at  once  every  re- 
joicing objeft  of  contemplation. — ^Take 
away  love,  friendfhlp,  integrity,  fidelity, 
and  public  fpirit,  and  you  leave  nothing 
in  human  life  that  can  afford  any  pure  and 
lading  delight*     There  is  a  dark  and  dif-» 
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mal  gloom  thrown  over  the  rational  world,  s  ER M. 
A  moral  world,  on  this  fuppofition,  is  a  ^J^^ 
chimerical  thing,  which  has  no  exiftence^ 
but  in  imagination.  Nay,  farther,  if  thefe 
notions  be  admitted,  that  there  is  nothing 
kind,  generous,  and  amiable  in  human  na- 
ture, the  beft  and  fineft  proofs  of  the  per- 
feftions  and  moral  government  of  God 
are  deftroyed.  And  thus  a  dark  cloud 
overfpreads  the  whole  world — nothing 
beautiful  or  amiable,  nothing  joyful  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  our  thoughts ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  every  thing  wears  a  dark,  dif^ 
confolate,  and  gloomy  appearance. 

It  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  a  phi-* 
lofophical  difculfion  of  thefe  falfe,  corrupt- 
ing, and  degrading  opinions.  This  would 
be  altogether  improper  from  thie  place. 

It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  at  prefent,  that 
thefe  unfavourable  and  dark  views  of  hu- 
man nature  and  human  life  are  contrary  to 
thofe  fentiments  which  every  one,  not  to- 
tally con-upted,  fe?ls  operating  at  all  times 
in  his  own  bofom:  they  are  contrary  to 
the  declared  opinions  of  the  wifer  and 
more  virtuous  part  of  mankind  in  all  na- 
tions and  ages ;  they  a^e  contrary  to  the 

precepts, 
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s  E  R  M.  precepts,  and  to  the  whok  fpirh,  of  Chri£» 
tianity.  To  which  I  may  add>  that  they 
are  contrary  to  daily  obfervation,  and  to 
the  whole  hiftory  of  the  world,  and  of  the 
human  mind,  in  all  former  times.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  will  be  found,  that  thofe  who 
give  fuch  unamiable,  or  rather  fuch  ugly 
reprefentations  of  human  nature,  are  ge- 
nerally themfelves  either  minute  philofo- 
phers,  fondly  attached  to  fome  fyftem  of 
their  own ;  or  thorough  knaves  or  cow- 
ards, who  judge  of  the  reft  of  mankind 
from  the  experienced  corruption  of  their 
own  hearts. 

Whatever  people  of  fuch  a  turn  of 
thinking  may  pretend,  we  have  ftill  abun* 
dant  reafon  to  believe,  without  any  hcfi- 
tation,  that,  not  only  kindnefs,  compaf-* 
lion,  mercy,  and  juftice,  exift  among  man- 
kind ; — ^hat  not  only  modefty,  moderation^ 
fidelity,  and  real  firiendftiip,  are  ftill  to  be 
found  J  but  that  even  the  more  ihining 
virtues,  generofity,  magnanimity,  difin- 
tereftednefs,  public  fpirit,  and  the  reft  of 
that  order,  are  ftill  exhibited  in  real  life. 
We  do  not  infift  upon  the  perfedion  and 
purity  of  all  thefe  virtues,  bec^ufe  they  are 
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the  qualities  of  imperfeft  beings ;  nor  do  we  S  E  R  M. 


pretend  that  they  are  to  be  found  in  every 
human  chanufter ;  but  only  that  all  kinds 
and  orders  of  them  have  exifted,  and  do 
ftill  exift,  among  mankind :  for  from  what- 
cv^  principle  it  may  be  attempted  by 
means  of  fubtile  fpeculations  to  deduce  all 
virtue,  and  whatever  interpretations  may 
be  put  on  the  adions  of  men,  it  muft  be 
admitted,  that  there  is  a  mighty,  an  eflen- 
tial  difference  between  a  Cato  and  a  Cati^ 
line^  between  a  Marcus  Antoninus  and  a 
Nero.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  entertaining 
fuch  humiliating  notions  of  gur  nature^ 
as  thofe  which  have  been  mentioned,  let  us 
cherifli  fuch  as  tend  to  infpire  us  with 
more  elevating  views  of  its  dignity  and 
deftination.  Let  us  never  forget,  that 
found  philofophy  and  Divine  revelation 
confpire  to  teach  us,  that  we  are  capable  of 
exercifmg  generous  affedlions  in  a  variety 
of  ways  J  that  we  are  capable  of,  and  de- 
figned  for,  very  high  improvements, 

4.  Let  us  proceed  to  mention  another 
dodine  concerning  human  nature,  which 
may  caufe  us  to  err  from  the  right  path ; 
and  that  is,  the  doctrine  of  thofe  who  af- 
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SERM.  fert,  and  endeavour  to  prove,  that  tnan}> 
kind  are  not  free  but  necejfary  agents. 
This  is  a  dodrine  whieh  feems  to  be  fa* 
ihionable  among  many  enquirers  in  this 
philofophical  age.  According  to  this  fcheme, 
the  human  mind  is  a  mere  paflive  beings 
which  can  only  a<ft  when  it  is  a<^ed  upon. 
It  is  like  a  fhip  in  the  fea  under  full  fail 
without  either  helm  or  pilot,  tofled  to  and 
fro  by  impreffions  from  objeds  and  events, 
and  by  the  defires  and  paflions  which  thefe 
objefls  and  events  excite.  This  is  not  the 
place  for  entering  into  metaphyseal  fub- 
tilties  on  the  fubjeft.  Let  us  only  juft 
obferve,  that  mankind  in  every  age  have 
conceived,  or  rather  have  been  confciousy 
that  they  are  endowed  with  liberty ;  and, 
in  confequence  of  this  confcioufnefs,  have 
blamed  and  condemned  themfclves,  on 
fome  occafions,^  for  having  aded  one  part 
t— why  ?  becaufe  they  were  confcious  it 
was  in  their  power,  and  that  they  ought  to 
have  afted  another  part.  Thefe  judgments 
of  nature,  which  may  be  held  to  be  uni- 
verfal,  ought  not  to  be  ralhly  thrown  off 
on  the  credit  of  fome  fpecious  reafoning. 
Let  us,  on  the  contrary,  ever  confiderit 
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as  one  of  the  nobleft  prerogatives  of  hu-  S  E  R  M. 
man  nature,  that  it  is  endowed  with  ac-' 
tive  powers,  and^  by  means  of  its  fuperior 
faculties,  capable  of  nutintaining  a  com-- 
mand  over  its  inferior  appetites  and  paP> 
iions. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  embracing  fuch 
difpiriting  and  degrading  notions  as  thefe, 
that  the  foul  is  merely  a  kind  of  paflive 
being  which  cannot  ad  itfel^  but  b  aded 
upon;  let  us  ever,  on  the  contrary,  do 
jufUce  to  its  noble  powers  ;  and  whatever 
fbphifls  may  difpute,  let  it  be  owned,  a$ 
an  inconteftable  and  honourable  fad,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  which  the  foul  of  man 
exhibits  more  ftriking  difcoveries  <^  its 
Divine  original,  than  in  the  fpring  with 
which  it  exerts  itfelf,  when  determined  to 
refift  what  is  evil,  or  to  purfue  what  is  great 
and  good.  It  aSs  in  thefe  cafes,  and  ads 
with  an  incredible  force.  It  Is  in  a  man* 
ner  invinciUe;  fo  that  hardly  any  diffi- 
culty or  danger  can  Hand  before  it.  Hif-* 
tory,  and  even  our  own  .obfervation  of 
life,  will  furnifh  us  with  inftances  of  a 
firm  unremitting  refolution  perfDrming 
ftrange,  and  almoft  amazing^  things.  £x- 
13  ^  amplcs 
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s  E  R  M,  amples  are  to  be  found  of  men  who,  by  a 
perfevering  refolution,  have  mattered  even 
natural  vices  and  defeds.  We  are  told  by 
the  ancients,  that  Socrates  and  Demofthe- 
nes,  by  exerting  a  vigorous  refolution,  at 
laft  furpafled  all  mankind  in  thofe  very 
things  which,  by  nature,  they  feemed  leaft 
made  for,  and  for  which  they  were  moft 
unfit :  the  one,  in  the  government  of  his 
pafilons ;  and  the  other,  in  the  power  of 
eloquence. 

But  let  us  not  be  fatisfied  with  acknow^ 
ledging  the  exiftence  of  this  mighty  power 
within  us ;  let  us  make  it  our  chief  con- 
cern to  be  ready  and  determined  to  exert 
it  on  all  proper  occafions ;  being  affured 
that  (with  the  concurrence  of  Heaven) 
we  fhall  be  enabled  to  perform  wonders,  in 
overcoming  difikulties  feemingly  infuper- 
able,  and  in  attaining  ends  which  feemed 
almoft  unattainable. 

.  3.  Another  inftance  oifalfe  injlrudlion  im- 
bibed from  books  or  converfation,  wbicb 
may  caufe  us  to  err  from  the  words  ofknow^ 
ledge^  is  this, — that  it  is  a  matter  of  no 
confequence  what  fort  of  principles  arc 
received^  either  by  young  or  old ; — that 
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principles  hav€   no  influence  on  life;  for  SERM. 
men  are  led  by  their  paflions,  and  not  by 
their  principles  of  any  kind,  either  moral 
or  religious*. 

More 

*  In  fupport  of  ihttt  maxims,  inftances  have  b«en 
urged  of  particalar  mcQ  who  have  formed  the  fioefl  the- 
oriea  of  morals, — difplayed,  in  the  mod  beaatiful  manner, 
all  the  friendly  and  generous  principles  in  the  frame  of 
the  human  mind  ;  and  yet  their  cwn  Jives  have  i>een  very 
little  influenced  by  their  favourite  generous  fyflem  :  and 
oppofite  inftances  of  other  men,  who,  happening  to  be 
early  educated  in  the  feliiQi  fchemes  of  philofophy,  or 
from  other  cinfes  had  (Irongly  efpoufed  them  ;  yet,  by  the 
flrength  of  onginal  good  difpofitions^  have  really  afted  the 
friendly  and  generous  part  in  life,  in  oppofition  to  their 
fpeculative  fyflem  s. 

Admitting  thefe  particular  inftances,  they  do  not  amount 
to  a  proof  of  the  general  point.  The  man  of  the  firftde- 
fcription,  whofe  principles  were  good  and  his  life  not 
anfwerable  to  them,  might  have  been  a  much  worfe  man 
without  his  principles,  or  with  contrary  Ones :  and  the 
other  man,  whofe  life  was  good  notwithilanding  his  bad 
principles,  might  have  been  a  much  better  man  had  hit 
principles  been  as  good  as  his  difpofitions.  The  queflion 
about  the  influence  of  principles  cannot  be  determined  by 
a  few  particular  inftances,  but  by  the  general  and  natural 
courfe  of  things.  Though  a  particular  man,  who  has 
efpoufed  fuch  principles  as  are  exceedingly  unfavourable 
to  virtue,  may,  by  the  flrength  of  original  good  difpofi- 
tions, by  the  natural  cool nefs  of  his  paffions,  by  the  par- 
ticular turn  of  his  temper,  or  train  of  his  education  and 
circumflances,  lead  a  very  harmlefs  life;  yet  the  fame 
wrong  principles,  when  admitted  into  the  minds  of  thou* 
fands,  may  have  a  mighty  pernicious  inflaence,  and 
Vol.  If.  M  prove 
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S  E  R  M.       More  efpecially,  it  has  become  a  Esifhioii- 

XIX.  •  . 

able  topic,  with  fome  even   diftinguifbcd 

auth<Mr8  of  the  prefent  age,  to  deny  in  the 
moft  exprefs  terms,  that  the  principles  of 
religion  have,  or  ever  had^  any  good  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  and  manners  of  men. 
Nay,  fome  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  repre- 
fent  religion  as  an  unnatural  and  merely 
artificial  principle,   which  is  fo  far  from 

preve  the  chief  caule  of  aa  uregaltr,  perhaps  an  aban- 
doned life,  to  many  of  tbeiD^  though  not  to  them  all. 

Thus,  a  oian  of  genius  and  learaiag,  who  delighu  ia 
fiudy,  and  happens  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  no  uAe 
or  paffion  to  draw  him  away  from  his  favourite  pvrfuit, 
fuch  a  man  may  lead  a  Mtry  regular  and  blamelefs  life 
l^imfelf:  bnt,  at  the  fame  time,  if  he  embraces  opinions 
tending  to  relax  all  sioral  and  religions  obligations ;  if  he 
is  folicitous  to  propagate  thefe  opinions  in  comrerfatioii  and 
by  fpiriced  publications ;  though  they  may  have  no  hurt- 
ful influence  on  the  regularity  and  decency  of  his  own 
life,  yet  they  may  have  hurtful  effefts,  \%xy  powerful  and 
eonfpicnouSy  on  multitudes  of  other  perfoos  who  imbibe 
them,  and  who  have  not  the  fame  fobriety  of  raanneriy 
from  their  conftitucion,  from  their  fitoation  and  habiu, 
which  the  author  has.  It  frequently  paifes  for  a  kind  of 
maxim,  that  that  man  cannot  be  iwwrtng  in  his  ppioioaa 
whofe  life  is  in  the  right.  But  furely  it  ought  not  to  \m 
admitted  as  uaiveriaUy  tr^e :  for  there  may  be  Ar iking 
inllances  of  perfbns  wbof<;  gcicral  train  of  Ufo  is  in  the 
fight,  but  whofe  opinionsj,  aa  b^  been  jufl  now  (hewn, 
may  have  a  vtrj  extenfive  and  deftrudive  influence  on 
Others.  ii$  tbi  fam$  fubjta  hmtdUi  m  m  4iftrens  ^rwy  w 
Sera*  XJttii.  §m  JoImij  vi.  a^ 
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liaving  any  good  influenice  on  r&(x2A  con-  STBRMv 
dufl:,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  prevenCs  the 
regular  influence  and  difpky  of  our  Vir- 
tuous; and  fbcial  inelinatkone. 

Id  anfwer  to  tbisi  it  may  be  remarlced 
aa  a  Very  obfervaWe  thing,  that  thofe  very 
perfons  who  warodly  efpoufe  the  optniofi 
of  the  iniignificaney  of  rellgMDn  in  this 
Way,  as  having  no  goed  influeme  on  th^ 
condu^  of  mankindy  are  yet  pdrpetually 
declaiming  againft  the  bad  arid  httrtftd  m^ 
jftuenct  of  fuperftkion  and  enthufiafra.  NoW 
toely,  thia  ia  a  very  ftrange  appearancei 
that  the  natural  and  weU-dire(^ed  prmcipk 
of  piety  fhoold  be  ineapable  of  piToduemg 
any  good  efie^  at  all ;  and  that  the  &me 
principle,  when  ill^direfted  or  ptfrverted^ 
ih.o^  be  capable  of  producing  the  greateft 
Hiifehief  and  diforder.  The  probability  cef-^ 
tainly  lies  on  the  other  fide  :  that  the  relt*^ 
gioua  principle  has  a  natural  and  real 
Ib-ength  inherent  in?  it,  which,  when  well-' 
directed  and  well-conduded,  will  produce 
the  beft  eflfeda;  but  when  mifguided  ot 
ill<-dirededy  may  produce  the  worft :  and 
l&iat  this  is  the  trudi  of  the  matter,,  is  abun-* 
M  a  dantly 
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S^ERM.  dantly  confirmed    from  daily  obfervation 
and  from  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

People  who  fpeculate  in  retirement,  and 
form  their  opinions  from  philofophical  fub- 
tilities  without  attention  to  wh^t  paffes  in 
the  world,  may  decide,  very  dogmatically, 
that  the  influence  of  religion  is  nothing  at 
all.  But  thofe  who  have  obferved  life,  and 
formed  their  judgment  from  undoubted 
fafts  and  from  experience  know,  that  it  ia 
not  even  a  difputable  point,  that  true  religion 
has  the  happieft  influence  on  the  virtuous 
condudl  of  multitudes  of  men,  both  old 
and  young.  There  are,  alas!  too  many 
proofs  from  inconteftable  fads,  that  the 
moment  religious  reftraints  arc  thrown  oflT 
by  unthinking  youths,  certain  paflSons  be- 
come quite  ungovernable,  and  hurry  them 
into  fuch  courfes  as  prove  fatal  to  their 
improvements  in  knowledge  and  virtue, 
and  thus  difqualify  them  from  adling  an 
ufeful  and  honourable  \  part  in  life.  Nay, 
broke  loofe  from  the  falutary  reftraints  of 
religion,  they  frequently  proceed  from  bad 
to  worfe,  till  tliey  fpoil  their  health,  de- 
ftroy  their  conftitution,  bring  on  an  early  old 
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age  and  an  untimely  death.  In  the  language  S  £  R  M. 
of  Scripture,  tbey  do  not  live  out  balftbeir 
days.     That  there  are  many  fuch  inftances 
is  beyond  all  doubt.  The  proofs  of  them  are 
fometimes  the  mod  convincing  that  can  be 
imagined  ; — even  the  acknowledgments  of 
Ae  peirfons  themfelves  who   have   fallen 
victims  to  intemperance  and  riot,  in  a  very 
ferious  and   awful  hour,  "  that  their  vi- 
**  cious  courfes  and  evil  habits  began  from 
**  the  very  time  that  they  firft  threw  off 
*'  the  reftraints  of  religion,  and  a  reverence 
**  for  virtue,  as  the  law  of  God."     Surely, 
no  ftronger  proof  can  be  defired,  than  the 
felf-reproaching  acknowledgments  of  the 
unhappy  perfons  themfclves,  who  are  of- 
ten, alas  !  perfons  of  good  parts;  and  na- 
turally good,  fometimes  uncommonly  fine, 
difpoiitions.     Thofe  men    then    muft  be 
very  unattentive  obfervers  of  human  life, 
who  are  not  convinced  that  youthful  paf- 
lions,  unbridled  with  the  awe  of  religion, 
make  ftrange    havoc  upon   minds,    even 
naturally  the  mod  promifmg,  both  as  to 
talents  and  difpofitions. 

In  general,  to   doubt  whether  pofitlve 

irreligious  principles,  or  the  want  of  re- 
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s  E  R  M.  Hgiom  ones,  overfpreiding  a.  nation  do  not 
cprrup(  its  manners,  feems  juft  as  unrea- 
ibnable  as  to  doubt  whether  a  corrupted 
and  contagious  air  will  communicate  dii^ 
eafes,  and  opcafion  a  more  than  ordinary 
mortality. 

The  fum  of  what  has  been  faid  is  this : 
'^that  young  people  fhoujld  take  heed  to 
themfelves  that  they  be  not  led  away  with 
fiich  fpeculations  as  have  a  tendency  to 
make  them  doubt  of  the  reality,  or  think 
meanly  of  the  excellence  of  virtue  and  vir- 
tuous charaders.  Inftead  of  liftening  to 
fuch  hurtful  inftrudions  as  would  quench 
their  jufl:  and  facred  enthutiafm  for  what  is 
good  and  great,  let  them  read  fuch  books, 
and  liflen  to  fuch  converfation,  as  has  a 
tendency  to  awaken  and  chcri(h  it,  to  im- 
prove their  fineft  faculties,  and  to  fix  their 
warmeft  affe&ions  on  virtue,  the  bed  and 
nobleft  attainment  of  human  nature. 

Again :  Let  young  people  be  on  their 
guard  againft  admitting  fuch  low  thoughts 
of  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  human 
foul,  as  to  conceive,  that  it  is  a  paffive  be- 
IQg,  toifed  to  and  fro  by  impreffions  fix>m 
objeds  and  events,  and  the  various  dcfires 
13  and 
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and  pallions  raifed  by  them ;  but,  on  the  S  £  R  M. 
contrary,  endeavour  to  fcMtify  their  minds 
in  the  perfuafion,  that  our  all-bounteous 
Creator  hath  planted  fuch  powers  in  our 

.  fouls  as,  by  the  aflUlance  he  has  promifed^ 
and  is  always  ready  to  give,  will  enable  us 
to  refiil  the  imptiifes  of  viciotis  pailions, 
and  to  maintain  the  fbvereignty  over  our 
own  minds* 

Laftly :  Inftead  of  Uftening  to  the  cavib 
of  fceptical  philofophers,  and  their  blind 
admirers  and  followers,  againft  religion^ 
tending  to  make  you  defpife  it  as  a  ufelefs 
principle  of  conduct ;  liften  rather  to  the 
voice  of  Divine  truth,  by  the  mouth  of 
pious  Job,  xxviii.  28.  And  unto   man   be 

Jaidy  behold  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that 
is  wifdom^  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  un^ 
derjlanding :  and  to  the  excellent  advices 
of  a  great  monarch,  delivered  with  the 
energy  of  the  eaftern  ftyle,  near  three 
thoufand  years  ago,  which  have  fince  re- 
ceived the  approbation,  and  will  ever  re- 
tain the  approbation,  of  all  lovers  of 
God  and  goodnefs.  Hear^  ye  children^  the 
inJlruSion  of  a  father :  Get  wifdom^  get  un^^ 
derjlanding]  forget  it  not :  forfake  her  not^ 
M  \  ana 
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S  E  R  M.  and  Jhe  Jhall  preferve  thee  :  love  her^  and 
.  ^^'  ,  Jhe  Jhall  keep  thee.  Wijdom  is  the  principal 
thingy  therefore  get  wijdom;  andj  with  all 
thy  getting^  get  under/landing.  Exalt  her^ 
and  Jhe  Jhall  promote  thee :  JJjeJkall  bring 
thee  to  honour  when  thou  Jbalt  embrace  her. 
Take  Jqft  hold  of  her ;  let  her  not  go  :  keep 
her^  for /he  is  thy  life.  She  Jhall  give  to  thy 
head  an  ornament  of  grace ;  Jhe  Jhall  compajs 
thee  with  a  crown  of  glory  *.     Amen« 

•  Prov,  ir.  i.  5,6,  7,  8. 13.  9. 
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Youth  guarded   againft    hurtful    Maxims 
and  Books. 


pROV.  xix.  27. 

Ceafe^  my  fon^  to  bear  the  inJlruSion  that 
caufetb  to  err  from  the  words  of  know-- 
ledge. 

IN  two  former  difcourfes  on  this  fubjed,  serm« 
fome  capital  inftances  of  thofe  falfe  in-  ^^ 
ftrudions  which  lead  us  aftray  from  truth 
and  virtue  were  pointed  out,  and  forac 
things  fuggefled  to  put  us  on  our  guard 
left  we  fhould  be  feduced  by  them.  I  now 
proceed  to  mention  very  briefly  one  or  two 
more. 

6.  Let  us  beware  of  all  fuch  notions  and 
fuggeftions  as  tend  to  leflen  our  veneration 
fox  the  facred  Scriptures.     For  whether  we 

confider 
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S  E  R  M.  confider  the  excellency  of  the  matter  con- 
XX 

tained  in  the  facred  books,  or  the  great  and 

important  good  effeSs  they  have  adlually 
produced,  or  even  the  fpirit  and  energy  of 
fome  parts  of  their  Jiyle^  with  the  beauty 
and  firaplicity  of  other  parts  of  it; — on  all 
thefe  accounts,  we  fhall  fee  fufiicient  ground 
for  regarding  them  with  the  higheft  reve- 
rence. 

It  may  be  acknowledged,  that  there  are 
real  difficulties  in  books  of  fo  remote  an  an- 
tiquity as  they  are  of,  and  fuch  difficulties 
too,  as  perhaps  cannot  be  fully  removed. 
Yet  we  Ihould  judge  it  a  very  abfurd  pro- 
ceeding to  condemn  any  other  ancient 
books,  the  main  of  which  was  excellent, 
nay  admirable,  merely  becaufe  there  were 
fome  particular  paflages  dark  and  hard  to  be 
underftood,  or  hard  to  reconcile  with  others* 
In  fuch  cafes,  a  common  degree  of  candom: 
always  prompts  us  to  impute  the  difficulties 
we  meet  with  to  the  errors  of  tranfcribers, 
or  to  our  own  ignorance  of  many  imporb- 
jint  circumftances  of  the  things  fpoken  of; 
but  true  candour  never  leads  us  to  impute 
them  to  the  author,  when  his  capacity  afid 
talents  appear  confpicuoufl^  in  the  main  of 
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his  work.  Nothing  furely  can  be  more  SERM, 
reafonable  than  that  we  Ihould  treat  writ- 
ings, venerable  iox  their  antiquity,  and  in- 
eftimaWe  for  their  contents  and  the  fine 
fpirit  which  prevails  in  them,  with  the  fame 
candour  and  juftice  as  we  do  other  writings 
of  far  lefs  importance. 

Let  us  then  be  on  our  guard  againfl  the 
indecent  and  impious,  but  too  fafliionable^ 
pradice  of  fcoffing  at  the  facred  writings* 
Many  paflages  in  thefe  books  themfelves 
fpeak  of  fcoffing  at  religion,  as  a  mark  of 
an  abandoned  charader.  And  when  we 
obferve  what  pafles  in  the  world,  we  fhall 
fee  ground  to  conclude,  that  if  a  perfon  is 
a  known  fcoSer  at  religion,  this  is  not  the 
only  blemifli  in  his  condud:.  .  There  Jbali 
come  in  the  laji  daySy  fays  the  apoftle  Peter  *^ 
/coffers^  walking  after  their  own  lujis.  So- 
lomon, whofe  book  of  Proverbs  abounds 
with  the  jufteft  and  wifeft  maxims  refpedt- 
ing  human  life,  tells  us  f,  that  a  /corner 
feeketb  wifdom^  and  Jindeth  it  not.  Again, 
fbat  /corners  delight  in  their /corning^  and 
Jpols  hate  knowledge  X* — Surely   the   Lord 

f  z  Pet.  iii*  3»  f  Pro?,  ziv.  6.  t  i*  2». 
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SERM.  Jcornetb  the  /corners^   but  he  givetb  grace 
to  the  lowly  ^. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  ridicule  is  the 
tejl  of  truth.  This  is  not  a  proper  place 
for  examining  the juftnefs  of  this  pofition  f. 
But  furely  it  may  be  aflerted  as  a  certain 
fadt,  that  ridicule  has  been  as  frequently 
and  as  fuccefsfully  employed  to  confound 
truth  and  falfehood,  and  to  create  a  difguft 
or  contempt  for  fuch  things  as  ought  to  be 
held  in  the  higheft  veneration,  as  to  detoS 

♦  Prov.  iii.  54. 

f  **  What  a  weapon  is  ridicule  againft  folly  and 
</  falfeboodl  but  may  not  ridicule  be  employed  alfo 
<«  agaioft  wifdom  and  truth?— To  be  ridiculous  is 
<*  TO  BE  WORTHY  OF  LAUGHTER;  and  mo ft  Certainly 
*'  truth  and  wifdom  are  not  ridiculous :  but  though  they 
••  may  not  defer'Vi  laughter,  they  may  exciti  it.  There 
**  was  nothing  that  </(/^rw// laughter,  in  ^ fop's  chufing 
<'  the  burden  of  bread  which  was  heavier  than  any  other ; 
*'  yet  it  excited  the  laughter  of  his  fellow- flaves,  who  were 
«<  not  able  to  fee  the  adion  in  its  /r»r  light,  and  did  not 
<<  confider,  that  as  the  bread  would  be  confumed  on  the 
**  road,  ^fop,  on  the  whole  of  the  journey,  would  carry 
<*  lefs  than  they,  though  at  the  beginning  he  carried  more. 
<«  It  does  therefore  by  no  means  follow,  that  becanfe  truth 
''  is  not  ridiculous^  ridicule  //  the  teft  of  truth  ;  for  there  \% 
*'  a  great  diiFerence  between  making  a  fool  laagh  at  truth, 
««  and  making  truth  ridiculous."  Mr.  Grcvillc*«  Maxims* 
Charaftcrs,  and  Reflexions,  p.  214. — Sec  further  illuftra-* 
jipn  of  this  point,  pages  215,  216,  217,  firftedidoo. 

prroF 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


XX, 


Hurtful  Maxims  end  Books.  175 

error  and  eftablifli  truth.  But  whatever  serm. 
liberties  fome  may  take  with  facred  things, 
let  us  always  remember,  that  the  truth  and 
nature  of  things  is  independent  of  our  opi- 
nions about  them.  If  the  holy  Scriptures 
are  deftined  by  Providence  to  be  the  great 
means  of  preferving  a  fenfe  of  the  moft 
momentous  and  falutary  maxims  of  con- 
du^a^  among  men,  then  any  attempt  to  dif- 
credit  and  weaken  their  authority  is  a  diretSt 
oppofition  to  the  kind  intentions  of  the 
great  and  good  Difpofer  of  all  things.  And  • 
furely  none  can  harden  bimfelf  againjl  the 
will  of  God^  and  hope  to  projper  under  his 
righteous  adminiftration.  It  certainly  then 
will  be  our  wifdom  not  to  Jit  in  the  feat  of 
the  fcomery  or  ftand  as  one  of  his  counfel- 
lors ;  but  to  place  our  delight  in  the  law  and 
tefiimonies  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

Laftly :  Let  us  be  on  our  guard  againft 
all  fuch  notions  and  maxims  as  would  lead 
us  to  conceive  that  religion  is  a  joylefs  thing, 
and  an  enemy  to  all  the  other  pleafures  of 
life.  The  leaft  degree  of  attention  might, 
one  would  think,  fatisfy  every  impartial 
perfon,  that  true  religion  is  in  its  own  na- 
ture a  fource  of  the  pureft  and  moft  folid 
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serM.  joys.  For,  when  wc  refiea  upon  the  oIh 
^^*  je£t8  which  //  prefents  to  our  thoughts;  fuch 
as  the  being  and  perfedkions  of  God; — the 
prefent  and  future  fcenes  of  an  all-wife  and 
univerfal  Providence,  ordering  every  thing 
for  the  bcft;— the  dignity  and  immortality 
of  the  human  foul,  capable  of  vaft  and  end- 
lefs  improvements  and  enjoyments  ;-«4he 
excellence  of  piety  and  virtue,  as  the  great 
foundations  of  the  order,  beauty,  and  hap-^ 
pncfs  of  the  whole  rational  creation:—' 
tbefe  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  objeds 
of  fuch  a  fublime  and  ftriking  nature,  that 
the  mere  contemplation  of  them  muft  be 
rejoicing  and  delightful.  It  were  eafy  to 
flxow,  that  all  the  oth-er  aids  or  exercL&a  of 
rational  devotion  are  pleafant  in  their  own 
nature,  and  leave  the  mind  in  a  ftate  of 
peaceful  ferenity*  To  love  God,  to  praife 
bim,  to  put  confidence  in  him,  to  pour  out 
our  hearts  before  him,  to  rgoice  ia  his  alt« 
perfed  adminiftration,  are  certainly  platfur- 
able  exerciies  in  themfelves;  and  fo  far  from 
being  enemies  to  the  other  pleafures  of  life, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  put  the  mind  into 
the  beft  ftate  for  tafting  with  a  &1II  reKfii 
all  other  innocent  gratifications* 

Thofc 
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Thofe  perfons  thea  muft  have  ftrangc  rfo-  S  E  R  M* 
tions  of  things^  who  can  imagine  it  to  be 
poflible  that  the  contemplation  of  the  grand 
obje^  of  religion  ihould  be  an  inftpid  and 
uncntertaining  employment  to  the  human 
mind.  It  would  be  very  ftrange  indeed,  if 
a  man's  exercifing  his  nobkft  capacity,  his 
higheft  prerogative  above  other  creatures  on 
the  earth,  fhould  yield  no  pleafure,  no  en- 
joyment of  any  kind.  It  would  be  aftonifh- 
ing,  if  the  fublimeft  objects  on  which  the 
attention  of  the  foul  can  he  employed^ 
fhould  be  quite  dry  and  barren,  and  aho* 
getbcr  incapable  of  affording  any  entertain* 
ment  or  delight—This  would  be  fuch  a 
contradidion,  as  is  not  to  be  found  in  all 
the  works  of  God.  It  is  irapoffible  to  con- 
ceive in  theory  that  ihhjbou/d  be  the  cafe. 
It  is  certainly  falfe  in  faS  that  this  is  the 
cafe ;  for  thoufands  of  the  fineft  and  greateft 
minds  have  found,  and  flill  find,  the  moft 
exquifite  pleafure  in  fuch  noble  and  inter  eft- 
ing  contemplations. 

The  moft  confirmed  unbeliever  cannot 
help  fometimes  acknowledging  that  tbofc 
who  believe  are  blejfed.  They  muft  be  fo; 
their  hopes  and  profpeda  are  beyond  al) 
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SERM*  doubt  confolatory  and  delightful  in  tte 
higheft  degree.  It  muft  be  indeed  fomc 
littlenefs  of  mind,  fome  violent  attachment 
to  groveling  purfuits,  or  a  total  immerfion 
in  grofs  fenfual  pleafures,  that  can  lead  any 
one  to  think  that  the  mod  glorious  of  all 
objeds,  and  the  moft  raviihing  of  all  pro* 
fpefts,  that  of  Immortality,  can  give  no  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  minds  employed  about  them* 
That  fuch  perfons  are  void  of  all  tafte  for 
the  refined  pleafures  of  religion,  is  no  argu- 
ment againft  the  reality  of  them; — no 
more  than  a  man's  having  no  ear,  and  no 
pleafure  in  the  moft  exquifite  harmony,  is 
a  proof  that  it  can  never  be  a  fource  of  plea* 
fure  to  others,  arid  never  was  defigned  to 
be  fo.  When  the  wife  men  of  this  world 
glory  in  their  worldly  wifdom,  the  rich  man 
glories  in  his  riches,  and  the  mighty  man 
in  his  might;  let  us  glory  and  rejoice  in 
this,  that  we  know  that  God  is,  and  that 
he  is  the  eternal  rewarder  of  all  thofe  who 
love  him,  and  diligently  ferve  him. 

Let  us  now  proceed,  as  was  propofed,  in 
the 

Second  place,  to  offer  fome  diredions  as 
to  the  proper  method  of  fecuring  ourfelves 

againft 
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ft^ainft  the  influencb  of  fuch  falfe  opinions  SERM* 
and  corrupting  principles  as  have  been  fpc-^ 
cified. 

Firft,  then,  it  will  be  our  wlfdom  to  be 
always  on  our  guard  againft  fuch  principles 
as  obvioufly  favour  and  encourage  the  in^ 
dulgence  of  our  paffions;  Every  pafiion  is 
prone  to  juftify  itfelf,  and  to  lay  hold  oil 
every  thing  that  can  ferve  thb  purpofe. 
Whenever  we  call  in  our  paffions  and  incli<^ 
nations  ^s  counfeUors^  we  fhall^^  and  rea^ 
Jon  juft  fo  far,  and  no  farther^  than  they 
allow  us.  .  The  paffions  are  naturally  elo^ 
quent,  and  plead  vehemently  in  their  own 
caufe:  but  their  oratory  will  almoft  cer-^- 
tainly  be  falfe  and  fophiftical,  in  all  thofe 
poidts  which  relate  to  their  own  gratifica- 
cationv  Let  us  therefore  have  a  jealous  eye 
on  all  thtfe  principles  which  help  to  juftify 
us  in  the  unreftrained  indulgence  of  our  ap^ 
petites  and  paffions-. 

Mankind  are  fo  formed^  that  they  cannot 
be  eafy  in  their  own  minds  without  fome 
kind  of  principles  on  which  they  may  juftify 
or  defend  their  own  Conduct.  When  there- 
fore they  find  that  they  cannot ^  or  rather  ^o 
noty  bring  up  their  own  condud  to  the 
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SBRM«  known,  eftablUhed,  and  authorifed  ftand* 
XX*   ^  ard  of  virtuous  behaviour,  they  immediately 
fet  about  bringing  down  their  principles  to 
their  pra&ice. 

Thus  fome  encourage  themfelves  in  the 
almoft  unbounded  indulgence  of  their  in-* 
elinations,  on  this  principle,  that  God  ha» 
planted  all  our  paffions  in  us^  and  that  he 
would  not  have  given  them  to  us  uidefs  he 
had  intended  that  we  fhould  gratify  thenu— 
But  they  never  reflet:,  that  God  has  like- 
wife  planted  reafon  and  confcience  within 
9s,  for  this  purpofe,  that  we  fliould  regu- 
late all  our  gratifications  by  the  rules  of 
true  moderation,  of  ptrre  virtue^  and  of 
genuine  religion. 

Others  again  juftify  themfelves  in  all  thdr 
Srregtilaiities  and  excefies  by  pleading,  that 
the  temptations  to  indulge  in  aH  kinds  ci 
pleafures  afe  fo  ftrong^  that  it  is  far  beyond 
their  power  to  rcfift  and  furmount  them. 
But  this  is  only  a  pretence:  it  is  the  want 
of  will  and  determined  refolution,  not  the 
want  of  power,  that  makes  us  yield  tamely 
to  the  impulfe  of  every  inclination  or  paffioU 
that  happens  to  be  uppermoft.  God  ha* 
implanted  in  the  mind  of  man  a  poWer  of 
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>^ill  and  refolution,  which,  when  exerted  in  SE  RM. 
a  determined  manner,  is  capable  of  over- 
t:oming  every  difficulty,  and  of  braving 
every  danger.  And  the  ftrength  of  this 
refolution  is  ever  countenanced  and  fup- 
ported  by  Heaven,  when  it  is  exerted  on 
the  fide,'or  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  righte- 
oufnefs.  Nay,  let  thofe  perfons  who  pre- 
tend that  the  temptations  to  vice  are  alto- 
gether irrefiftible  be  told,  that  the  point  of 
honour  in  the  falhionable  world  demands 
fomething  to  be  done  by  them  much  more 
difficult,  than  any  thing  that  virtue  and  the 
law  of  God  demand  of  us ;  and  let  them 
fee  how  in  fupport  of  honour  the  innate 
ftrength  of  the  human  mind  difplays  itfelf  in 
all  its  vigour.  Strange !  that  men  fhould  exert 
the  firmeft  fortitude  in  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  manners,  and  manners  too  which  rea- 
fon  can  fcarcely  approve ;  and  yet  fhall  plead 
that  we  are  quite  weak  and  incapable  of  any 
manly  efforts  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
virtue  and  of  God,  on  which  the  chief 
happinefs  and  glory  of  rational  beings  de- 
pend. 

Others  again  make  themfelves   eafy  in 

courfes  which  they  are  confcious  are  not 

N  2  right. 
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S  E  R  M.  right,  on  the  principle,  that  their  follies,  Ir- 
regularities, and  even  great  vices,  are  only 
the  mere  infirmities  of  nature,  and  that  God 
1%  good  and  merciful,  and  will  not  call  them 
to  a  fevere  account  for  them.  But  fuch 
perfons  ought  to  confider,  that  God  has,  in 
the  conftitution  of  nature  and  the  courfe 
of  Providence,  annexed  punifhments  to  vice 
even  in  this  world,  and  fuch  punifhments  as 
foorier  or  later  will  unavoidably  follow  upon 
a  continued  indulgence  in  vicious  condud. 
And  if  the  face  of  God  isfetagainjl  wicked^ 
nefs  of  all  kinds,  fo  that  it  is  adually  pu- 
nifhed  under  his  government  in  this  world, 
vrhat  ground  can  there  be  to  hope,  that  un- 
der the  fame  government  in  another  world 
it  fhall  efcape  unpunifhed  ?  It  is  true  that 
God  is  good.  He  is  goodnefs  itfelf.  God 
is  lovey  and  dwells  in  love.  But  it  is  the 
goodnefs  of  an  univerfal  Governor  which 
requires^  that  the  authority  of  his  laws  fhould 
be  preferved,  and  that  every  tranfgreffion 
unrepented  of  and  unamended  fhould  meet 
with  a  ^proper  treatment.  And  as  vice  is 
the  reproach  of  our  nature,  the  natural 
foutee  of  mifery  to  ourfelves  and  hurt  to 
others,   fo  the  very  principle  of  goodnefe 
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will  lead  the  all-gracious  Governor  of  the  s  E  R  M. 
world  to  inflidl  deferved  puniftiment  on  all 
the  incorrigible  workers  of  iniquity. 

a.  If  we  would  wifli  to  be  fortified 
againft  fuch  maxims  as  may  caufe  to  err 
from  the  didates  of  wifdom  and  the  paths  of 
Tirtue,  let  us  beware  of  imagining,  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  no  confequence  what  prin*^ 
ciples  we  embrace.  Some  people,  from  a 
miftaken  and  abfurd  notion  about  tbe  liberty 
of  thinking  J  conclude  that  they  are  perfedtly 
innocent  in  efpoufing  any  principles  what- 
foever.  **  Every  man,"  fay  they,  "  has 
"  an  unalienable  right  to  think  for  himfelf, 
"  and  can  be  accountable  to  noni  for  the 
.**  judgments  he  forms,  or  the  maxims  he 
"  admits."  It  is  true,  that  we  are  account- 
able 4d  no  human  jurifdidion  for  our 
thoughts  and  principles,  as  long  as  we  keep 
them  to  ourfelvesi  but  we  are  as  really  ac- 
countable to  God  for  our  principles  as  for 
our  anions;  I  mcanthofe  principles  which 
have  a  real  dired  influence  on  life  and 
manners.  When  men  form  principles  front 
the  fecret  bias  of  corrupt  paffions  and  bad 
liabits,  which  principles  they  afterwards  em- 
ploy to  fupport  and  juftify  themfelves  in 

N  3  itteir 
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s  £  R  M.  their  criminal  courfes^  ther  arc  as  really  ao 
1       •   .  countable  to  God  for  fuch  principles,  as  for 
the  adions  which  flow  from  them,  or  are 
defended  by  them.  It  is  therefore  of  mighty 
importance  to  us,  efpecially  in  the   early 
ftages  of  life,  to  be  extremely  cautious  what 
opinions  we  form,  and  what  principles  we 
efpoufe.     Bad  maxims  are  frequently  more 
dangerous,  more  hurtful,  than  bad  pafEons^ 
The  former  fortify  the   mind  in  vicious 
courfes  and  habits;  they  cut  oflf  the  beft 
means  of  returning   to   virtue,  which  is 
furely  by  the  influence  of  virtuous  and  wor- 
thy principles.     Let  young  people  there- 
fore be  on  their  guard  againfl;  thefe  fan- 
taftica}  notions  of  a  liberty  of  thinking, 
which  lead  them  to  imagine  that  they  are 
not  accountable  at  the  Divine  Tribunal  for 
their  principles  of  condudk,  as  well  as  for 
their  condu£l  itfelf,     Let  us  reverence  the 
advice  of  the  great  Saviout  and  Friend  of 
mankind,  Taie  heedy  that  the  light  which  is 
in  thee  be  not  darknejs.   And  let  us  tremble, 
when  we  refledl  upon  his  awful  but  friendly 
warning,  T^bat  it  will  be  the  condemnation  of 
manjy  that  light  is  come  into  the  worlds  but 
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tbey  have  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light ^  5  B  R  M, 
bccaufc  their  deeds  have  been  eviU  'l^^ 

3*  Let  us  be  always  attendee  and  deter* 
mined  to  exercife  our  own  judgment  in  the 
moft  cool  and  deliterate  manner,  upon  ev^ry 
fubjed  we  hear  canvafled  in  converfation^ 
or  find  treated  of  in  books.  Let  us  be* 
ware  of  being  fo  intoxicated  with  the  ele^ 
gance,  the  beauty^  the  fprigfatUitels  and  fpi^ 
fit  of  the  fpeaker^  and  efpecially  of  tho 
writer,  as  to  lead  us  to  forget  or  negled  to 
exercife  our  own  reafbn,  and  confbit  the 
natural  fentiments  of  our  own  minds  on 
what  he  afierts.  There  is  a  mighty  power 
of  fedu^on  in  the  talent  of  declamation 
and  of  fine  writing,  which  feldom  &ils  to 
impofe  upon  young  perfbns  who  have  not 
a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  judgment 
or  fagacity.  And  the  finer  the  perfon\ 
tafte  is,  fo  much  the  greater  is  the  danger 
of  his  being  enchanted  out  of  his  reafbn. 
When  the  mind  is  agitated  and  heated  with 
the  excellence  and  fpirit  of  the  compoli* 
tion,  it  is  very  aqpt  to  allow  the  judging 
power  to  continue  unexercifed,  and  not  to 
doubt,  that  what  is  faid  fo  Jlnefy  muft  be 
(aid  Ju/^fy^  But  let  us  always  remember^ 
N  4  that 
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SERM.  that  the  moft  pleafing  arts  of  compofition 
are  intended  only  to  ferve  as  more  agree^r 
able  vehicles  to  true  and  important  fa^ls,  to 
foiind  reafon,  and  to  worthy  fcntiments. 
To  fuffer  the  whole  attention  of  the  ipind 
to  be  engroflbd  with  the  mere  means  of 
conveyance,  is  juft  as  if  a  perfon  fhould 
be  fo  delighted  with  the  poiifh  and  glitter 
of  the  pipes  which  conveyed  to  him  his 
draught  of  water,  as  never  to  refled^  oa  the 
quality  of  the  water  itfelf,  which  may  be 
very  pernicious,  perhaps  quite  poifonous. 
•  ^Farther,  let  young  people  take  care  not 
to  be  dazzled  with  the  authority  of  great 
names,  and  their  diflinguiflied  reputatiou 
for  genius  and  leiarning.     It  is  always,  and 
juftly,  reckoned  a  mark  of  a  m^n  and  nar« 
row  niind,  to  be  guided  by  mere  authority, 
in   matters  efpecially  where  truth,  virtue, 
and  religion  are  concerned.     On  the  con-» 
trary,   it  is  juftly  efteemed  a  mark  pf  a 
manly  and  generous  mind,  to  receive  no- 
thing on  the  footing  of  authority  only,  but 
vpon  the  flrength  of  the  evidence  with 
which  it  is  fupported.  Let  every  one  there- 
fore accuftom  himfelf  to  try  the  truth  and 
importance  of  the  opinions,  even  of  the 

firft- 
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firft-rate  geniufles  of  the  age  before  he  rc-r  SE R M, 
jQcives  them.  Though  the  author  we  are 
jreading  fhould  be  a  Voltaire,  a  Roufleau, 
a  Bolingbrokc,  or  a  Hume  (the  moft  celer- 
brated  men  in  fome  fpecies  of  writing  that 
are  perhaps  in  Eiu-ope  at  prefent  *),  yet  let 
us  learn  to  forget  or  negle<3:  his  fame,  and 
cxercife  our  own  judgment  with  candour 
and  modefty  indeed,  but  at  the  fame  time 
with  firmnefs,  and  with  the  fame  freedom 
as  we  would  do  on  the  moft  ordinary  au- 
thors. You  will  perhaps  think,  that  this 
would  be  too  bold,  and  **-  that  it  is  not  for 
1*  fijch  novice?  as  we  are,  to  pretend  to  doubt 
**  or  <:all  in  queftion  what  is  reafoned  out 
•?  and  affirmed  by  fuch  extraordinary  ge- 
"  niiiffcs,  an4  fuch  veterans  too  in  learn- 
**  ing  and  the  arts  of  reafoningtr-that  this 
**  is  as  if  a  Pigmy  fhould  pretend  to  combat 
**  a  Herpules.^t — Let  eyery  one  anfwer  to 
this  objedion,  in  the  fpirited  manner  \x\ 
which  young  Elihu  anfwered  a  fimilar  one 
in  the  book  of  Job,  xxxii.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 
jind  Elibu  anfwered  and  /aid ^  I  am  youngs 
find  ye  are  old;  wherefore  /  was  afraid^  and 
fiur/i  notjbew  you  mine  opinion.  Ifaid^  days 

♦  In  the  yeir  1764. 
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SERM.  fhould  J^eak^  and  multitude  of  years  Jljould 
^  '^]^j  tMcb  wijUom.  But  there  is  afj^rit  in  many 
however  young,  and  the  infpiration  of  the 
Almighty  givetb  themunderjianding.  Great 
men  are  not  always  wife^  neither  do  the  aged 
underjland judgment.  Therefore  I faid^  hearts 
esn  to  mey  lal/o  will  /be  vo  mine  opinion.  Let 
the  young,  in  imitation  of  this  ancient  ex- 
ample, exercife  that  under/ianding  given 
them  by  the  injpiration  of  the  Almighty ;  and 
if  they  do  it  faithfully,  they  will  have 
rcafotx  to  fay  with  rcfpe^  to  fome  of  the 
mod  celebrated  modern  authors,  as  Elihu 
faid  of  his  antagoniils,  great  men  dre  notal^ 
ways  wife. 

i^  Another  important  rule  which  merits 
your  particular  attention;  let  us  be  on  our 
guard,  left  we  allow  our  keennefa  in  culti- 
vating our  talents  for  reafoning  and  dif- 
'  puting,  to  engrofs  us  fo  entirely,  as  to  ne- 
gledl  the  cultivation  of  our  powers  oijudg^ 
^hg.  The  powers  of  reafoning  zxidi  judging 
are  no  doubt  nearly  allied ;  but  at  the  Kune 
time  they  are  very  diflind.  It  is  one  kind 
of  exercife  of  our  reafon  to  follow  out  a 
train  or  procefs  of  reafoning :  but  it  is  an^ 
pther  and  a  very  di^$reot  thin^  to  pafs  ^ 
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right  judgment  on  thefe  reafonings.  A  per-  s  E  R  M* 
Ibn  may  excel  in  a  kind  of  talent  of  reafon-*  ^  j^^ 
ing  very  plaufibly  and  fubtilely,  who  may 
be  very  deficient  in  the  talent  of  judging 
juftly.  But  this  laft  talent,  though  lefs 
pompous,  lefs  noify,  and  lefs  flattering  to 
human  vanity  than  the  firft,  is  yet  the  moft 
excellent  in  itfelf,  nay  is  indeed  the  chief 
excellence  of  the  human  underftanding.  Let 
us  therefore  be  more  ambitious  of  acquiring 
the  ability  to  judge  juftly,  than  to  reafoa 
acutely  *. 

The  importance  of  judging  juftly  above 
piere  reafoning  is  mightily  increafed,  when 

the 

^  Notkiog  is  more  common  in  life,  than  to  fee  peo» 
p]e  who  value  themfelvts  on  their  fuperior  acotenefs, 
sniiled  fo  far  by  fabtile  reafoningt »  lu  to  doabt  or  difbe- 
lieve  what  no  perfon  of  good  fenfe  could  ever  entertaia 
the  leaft  doubt  of*  Perfons,  too,  of  thit  turn  of  miod, 
will  £x  their  whole  attention,  and  employ  their  whole 
•Cttttneft  or  ingenuity  on  foroe  little  difBcnhy  on  one 
£de  of  the  que^ion,  while  they  overlook  whole  trains  of 
folid  argument*  or  perhaps  flriking  felf-evident  truths  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  queftion.  Thefe  things  can  fctrcelj 
be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way,  than  th«t  fuch  perfona 
have  acquired  habits  of  valuing  themfelves  on  mere  rea(bn« 
ing  talents,  and  of  putting  their  whole  confidence  in  them; 
while  they  have  negleded,  or  perhaps  defpifed,  the  nobler 
calf  nt  of  judging.  Let  young  people,  however,  beware  of 
(utfcring  fuch  notions  or  habiu  to  take  pofiltiBeB  of  their 
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s  E  R  M.  the  truths  in  queftion  are  of  fuch  a  nature 
^^-    _  as  to  have  an  immediate  relation  to  the  vir- 
tue and  happinefs  of  human  life. — Young 
perfons  fhould  be  accuflomed,  as  ibon  as 

they 

tender  minds.  Let  them  learn  rather  to  be  indifTerent 
about  the  charaAer  of  a  mere  reafoner  ox  pleader^  who  va- 
liies  himfelf  upon  what  or  how  much  he  is  able  to  (ay  oa 
one  iide  of  the  queftion*  Let  them  be  ambitioot  to  atuin 
the  more  folid  and  valuable  chara^^er  of  the  judge^  who 
weighs  the  whole  of  what  is  fatd  on  both  ^dti^  and 
4etcrmioea>  as  in  the  £ght  of  God,  according  to  the  Aipe^ 
rior  evidence.  There  is  no  moral  obligation  more  facred« 
or  which  ought  to  be  more  inviolably  fulfilled,  than  that  of 
judging  impartially,  and  proportioning  our  affent  to  the 
caridence  pf  things.  Inftead  therefore  of  indulging  an  in- 
temperate fondnefs  for  reafoning,  at  any  rate  and  upon  all 
fubjedls,  without  ferioufly  judging,  let  us  early  learn  to  fet 
«  proper  value  upon  judging  juftly,  and  let  us  cultivate 
;Lhis  ailiduoufly,  as  a  noble  and  moft  ufeful  talent. 

And  for  this  pnrpofe,  it  may  be  of  importance  to  fettle 
4he  didindion  between  primary  truibst  or  trntbs  of  the  firft 
order,  Wid  ficondary  truths.  The  firH  dafs  of  truths  ftand 
not  in  need  of  a  great  multiplicity  of  arguments  tofapport 
ihem.  They  are  either  felf-evident,  or  need  only  a  few 
ihort  and  obvious  proofs.  Secondary  truths  may  be  more 
remote  from  the  primary  ones,  and  may  require  a  longer 
train  of  reafoning  to  elUUifli  t^em.  All  the  main  doc- 
trines, both  of  religion  and  morality,  belong  to  the 
clafs  of  primary  truths,  and  feldom  require  any  thing 
more  than  to  be  fairly  reprefented  to  the  mind,  in  order 
^  command  its  immediate  aAent.  At  lead  this  is  generally 
the  cafe,,  when  the  mind  of  the  receiver  is  free  fr^m  the 
inflaence  of  pai&oa  aji4  j>rejudice. 
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they  are  capable,  to  cxercife  their  judgment  S  E  R  M* 


on  the  ftate  of  their  own  minds,  and  the 
courfe  of  their  own  lives.  For  when  they 
are  unhappily  fubje<9:ed  to  wrong  habits, 
and  engaged  in  vicious  courfes^  it  is  not 

It  may  be  farther  obferved  in  relation  to  this  Aibjef^, 
that  that  kind  of  knowledge  is  jttftly  regarded  as  the  mod 
certain,  as  the  moH  iatitfying,  and  generally  too  the  mod 
important,  which  approaches  nearefl  to  intuition,  and  de« 
pends  on  the  fewefl  fteps  of  reafoning.  Even  in  the  ma- 
thematics, where  the  moft  furprifing  efforts  of  the  homaa 
mind  are  difcovered,  in  dedaciog  truths  in  a  mod  con- 
vincing manner  through  a  long  train  of  fleps,  the  fewer 
the  fleps  are  by  which  the  fame  truth  is  brought  out,  the 
demonib-atioo  is  efteemed  fo  much  the  finer;  fo  that  if  one 
man  (hall  conduA  us  to  a  truth  of  this  fort  by  a  chain  of 
reafoning  of  twenty  links,  another  man  who  fhall  lead  ut 
to  the  fame  truth  by  half  a  dozen  of  links,  will  juftly  be 
regarded  as  pofleflTed  of  the  more  maftcrly  genius  of  the 
two.  When  therefore  we  meet  with  attempts,  either  in 
books  or  converfation,  to  invalidate  the  evidence  of  the 
original  principles  of  human  knowledge,  oi  the  primary 
truths  of  religion  and  morality,  or  fuch  others  as  are  nearly 
connedled  with  them,  we  have  fome  ground  to  fufpefl  that 
fuch  attempts  do  not  proceed  from  a  love  of  truth,,  but 
from  fome  lower  motive.  And  when  we  attend  more 
clofely  to  the  reafontngs  of  perfons  of  this  damp,  we  nlay 
dfifcern,  that  though  they  call  the  mod  indubitable  truths 
in  queflion  on  fuch  occafions  as  anfwer  their  purpofes,  yet 
•n  other  occafions  they  take  the  mod  doubtful  things  as 
certain  on  very  (lender  evidence,  or  on  no  evidence  at  all^ 
and  thus  frequently  difcover  as  flagrant  a  credulity  as  any 
Aea  wbatibeterv 

enough 
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8  B  R  M.  enongfa  that  you  reafon  with  them,  and  lay 
the  ftrongeft  arguments  before  them«  Thcif 
habits  and  paffions  will  juftify  themfelves, 
and  fuggcft  to  them  anfwers  and  replies  in 
great  abundance  to  all  that  can  be  faid ;  fo 
that  your  reafonings  will  make  little  or  no 
impreffion.  But  if  you  can  prevail  Upon 
them  to  take  their  own  ftate  of  mind,  thebf 
own  courfe  of  life,  and  their  own  reafon- 
ings in  defence  of  themfelves,  under  their 
own  ferious  confideration,  if  you  can  en-» 
gage  them  to  employ  their  judging,  and  not 
merely  their  reafoning,  power  on  the  whole 
of  their  own  cafe,  then  indeed  you  have 
gained  a  very  material  point,  and  have 
made  them  take  an  important  ftep  to- 
wards amendment.  For  it  is  only  by  the 
calm  exercife  of  their  own  judgment  on 
their  own  condudt,  that  they  can  be  fet 
right :  or  to  exprefs  it  otherwife,  it  is  only 
the  perfon  that  v^  filf-correBed  who  is  trulf 
€orre£fed.  He  only  is  well  dtre£ied  who 
carries  his  direSor  in  bis  own  bofom^ 

Let  it  then  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 

moft  important  inftrudions  that  can  be  given 

to  youth,  to  recommend  to  them  not  to  rely 

merely  on  reafoning,   even  on  reafoning 
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about  their  own  temper  and  tt^n  ci  Kfe^  9£Rlf« 
but  to  judge  after  they  have  reafoned ;  and 
particularly,  to  pronounce  a  cool  judgment 
as  to  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the  dc* 
fences  or  apologies  they  are  inclined  to 
make  for  their  own  condu£fc*  Aflure  them^ 
they  will  find  upon  trial,  that  however  elo- 
quent their  paflions  may  be^  and  whatever 
plaufible  pleas  they  may  urge  for  their  gra- 
tification; yet,  as  foon  as  they  themfelvea 
afiume  the  charad^r  of  ajudge\  and  are  re^ 
folved  to  exercife  this  office  faithfully,  cool 
reafon  and  confcience  will  at  om^  fee 
through  ail  the  oratory,  or  rather  fophlftry^ 
of  paflion  and  prejudice,  and  determine  on 
the  fide  of  what  is  morally  right  and  good* 
The  fum  of  what  has  been  faid  on  this 
point  is,  That  it  is  a  matter  of  mighty  confe- 
quence  to  cultivate  in  early  life  the  capacity 
of  the  human  mind  for  judging  impartially 
on  all  fubjeds.  It  is  this  that  conA:itutes 
the  chief  diftindion  between  the  tnajierly 
pbilofopbet  and  the  vaiih-conctited  wrangler^ 
between  the  man  of  genuine  good  fenfe  and 
x!^^  plaufible  reafoncr.  Nay,  it  is  this  which 
conilitutes  a  chief  part  of  the  difference  be* 
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«B  R  M.  twcen  the  virtuous  wife  man  and  the  vicioiii 
^^'      fool. 

5.  Another  diredion  in  order  to  fecure 
ourfelves  againft  imbibing  hurtful  notions 
is,  to  exercife  our  judgment,  not  only  od 
the  arguments  and  reafonings  of  the  author 
we  arc  ftudying,  but  alfo  to  attend  carefully 
to  the  temper  and  fpiritof  his  work;  par- 
ticularly to  mark  what  appears  to  be  hb 
chief  aim,  his  ruling  paffion  in  the  capacity 
t)f  a  writen  Let  us  examine,  whether  he 
feems  to  feek  truth  for  its  own  fake,  or  to 
feek  the  reputation  of  a  fuperior  penetration 
and  fagacity?  whether  he  has  a  ferious  de- 
fire  and  intention  to  communicate  inftruc-* 
tion,  or  only  aims  at  difplaying  his  own 
ingenuity  ?  If  it  is  not  his  aim  to  inftrud, 
we  ought  not  to  liflen  to  him  in  this  capa^^ 
city. 

Again,  in  all  our  own  inquiries,  let  it  be 
our  fole  aim  to  fearch  for  truth*  That  per* 
fon  who  fits  down  with  this  aim  will  em-» 
brace  truth  wherever  he  finds  it.  He  will 
pot  be  difappointed,  though  it  fhould  be  th^ 
refult  of  his  more  accurate  inquiries,  to  find 
himfelf  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  reft  of 
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the  world*,  and  of  the  fame  opinion  that  serm* 
he  was  himfelf  before  he  began  his  inquiry. 
It  will  be  fatisfadion  enough  to  him  to  be 
confcious  that  his  pcrfuafion  is  now  the  ef- 
fc<9:  of  reafon  and  inquiry.  There  are  two 
great  hinderances  to  the  impartial  fearching 
aftier  truth,  and  confequently  to  the  fucceff- 
ful  finding  of  it.  Thefe  are,  zfondnejsfor 
novelty y  and  a  pajjionate  dejire  of  the  repu^ 
tation  of  fuptrior  genius  and  difcernment. 
Let  us  beware  of  thefe  things.  To  know 
all  that  can  be  attained  by  our  utmoft  dili- 
gence, is  an  ambition  worthy  of  a  rational 
foul.  But  if  our  ambition,  inftead  of  being 
pointed  to  the  attainment  of  real  knowledge, 
has  for  its  object  xhtfame  of  extraordinary 
learning  and  uncommon  knowledge,  in  this 
cafe  it  is  likdy  to  produce  pedantry,  para- 
doxes, and  boundlefs  fcepticifm  f . 

Again, 

•  There  is  frequently  as  much  pride  and  bigotry  in 
oppofing  common  opinions,  as  in  efpouiing  and  defending 
them. 

t  '*  This  fort  of  vanity,"  (fays  a  mafterly  author, 
Bifhop  Sherlock,  in  a  fermon  on  the  fame  text)  **  this 
*'  fort  of  vanity  it  is  which  has  furnifhed  the  world 
**  with  Sceptics  in  every  fcience,  and  in  religion  above  all 
**  others.  Other  fciences  are  the  attainment  of  but  a  fmall 
*'  part  of  mankind,  and  to  triumph  over  their  errors  is  ac 
•'  beft  but  a  limited  glory ;  whereas  religion  being  the  ge- 
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SERM.  Again^  as  another  fecurity  againft  wrong 
notions^  let  us  accuftom  ourfelves  to  a  fuf- 
penfe  of  judgment  on  intricate  and  difBciik 
points.  Let  us  inquire  with  coohiefs^  de- 
liberation, and  at  full  leifure.  If  we  make 
hafty  determinations,  we  fhall  find  reafon 
to  alter  our  opinions.  Inftead  of  being 
hafly,  pofitlve^  and  dogmatical,  it  will  be 
our  wifdom  to  be  flow,  modeft,  and  diffi- 
dent, till  longer  time,  more  patient  in- 
quiry, and  greater  experience,  have  qiiali« 
£ed  us  to  form  a  final  judgment. 

Laftly,  let  us  ever  preferve  an  habitual 
and  humble  fenfe  of  the  weaknefs  and  foibles 
of  the  human  mind ;  and  let  us  offer  tip  our 
fupplications  to  the  Father  of  lights,  that  he 
.may  fend  forth  his  light  and  truth  to  be 
our  guides:— <hat  he  may  gracioufly  deliver 
us  from  all  the  errors  into  which  our  weak- 
nefs, our  prejudices  and  paffions,  are  apt  to 
lead  us : — that  be  may  guide  us  by  his  &fnrU 
and  counjel  while  here^  and  afterwmrils  «- 
ceive  us  into  his  glory.     Amen. 

**  neral  perfuafion  of  the  worlds  to  conquer  in  thiscaaie 
**  looks  like  univerfal  monarchy,  and  feems  to  be  the  very 
**  empire  of  wifdom  and  knowledge^  rifing  oat  of  the  nuBi 
<*  of  univerfal  ignorance  and  fuperftitiom'' 
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SERMON    XXL 

Different    Kinds    of    Superftition 
defcribedt 


The  fuperlative  Importance  of  the  Moral 
Duties  of  Religion. 

Matt,  xxiii.  23.    ^ 

fll)  unto  you^  fcribes  and  pharif^es^  bypo^ 
crites^  for  ye  pay  tytbe  of  mint ^  andanife^ 
and  cummin^  and  have  omitted  the  weighs 
tier  matters  of  the  law^  judgment^  mercy ^ 
and  faith :  tbefe  ougbt  ye  to  bave  done^ 
and  not  to  leave  tbe  other  undone. 

EVERY  confiderate  perfon  muft  ac-  SERM. 
knowledge  it  to  be  a  matter  of  im-  ^^j 
portance,  that  each  duty  of  the  Chriftian 
life  fhould  have  its  own  proper  weight  and 
rank.  To  lay  a  different  ftrefs  upon  any 
branch  of  religion  from  what  God  has  laid 
upon  it,  would  be  to  miftakc  the  will  of 
God,  and  to  a£l  contrary  to  it,  under  the 
O  2  folemn 
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s  E  R  M,  folemn  pretence  of  obeying  it  There  19 
the  more  need  of  fettling  the  comparative 
worth  and  rank  of  the  different  kinds  of 
duties  of  religion,  becaufe  we  find  mankind 
in  all  ages  have  been  prone  to  run  into 
dangerous  extremes  on  this  point.  The 
generality  of  mankind  have  always  been 
inclined  to  beftow  their  chief  regard,  and 
fpend  their  warmcft  zeal,  on  the  external 
parts  of  religion;  while  fome  others  have 
run  into  the  contrary  extreme,  and  have 
treated  them  with  utter  contempt  and 
negled. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  who  faw  clearly 
alt  the  errors  ai}d  miftakes  into  which 
mankind  fall,  has  with  great  wifdom, 
fettled  the  rank  of  the  different  kinds  or 
orders  of  religious  duties  in  the  words  of 
the  text.  He  has  not  only  given  the  pre- 
ference to  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
judgment,  mercy,  and  fidelity  j  but  has 
marked  the  importance  of  this  preference, 
by  pronouncing  folemn  woes  upon  thofe 
who  omit  and  neglect  fuch  effential  du- 
ties. And  at  the  fame  time  he  ha$  de- 
clared, that  the  ritual  and  external  du- 
ties, though  inferior  to  the  former,  yet 
ought  not  to  be  defpifed  and  neglefled, 
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in  his  fimple  and  juft  manner  of  expreffion ;  s  E  R  M. 
Tbey  mu/i  not  be  left  undone. 

In  fpeaking  from  thefe  words,  it  may 
not  be  improper 

I.  To  make  fome  general  obfervations, 
which  may  help  to  throw  '  light  on  the 
fiibjefl:,  and  prevent  miftakes  concern- 
ing it. 

II.  To  fhew  that  moral  duties,  the  weighs 
tier  matters  of  the  law^  the  loye  of  God, 
juftice,  mercy,  and  fidelity,  are  more  ^c- 
cellent  in  their  own  nature,  and  ought  al- 
ways to  be  preferred,  to  all  ritual  and  po- 
fitive  inftitutions,  whenever  they  come  into 
competition  with  them. 

III.  To  fliew,  that  notwithftanding  the 
intrinfic  and  fuperior  excellence  of  moral 
duties,  yet  thofe  rites  and  external  infti- 
tutions which  are  of  divine  appointment 
ought  to  be  religioully  obferved,  and  that 
it  is  really  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  to 
defpife  and  negled):  them.     And 

IV.  Laftly,  To  make  fome  application 
of  what  may  be  faid  to  that  folemn  pofi- 
tive  inftitution  of  our  holy  religion  which 
we  have  now  in  our  view. 

O  3  I  pro-. 
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SERM.  I  propofed,  I.  To  make  fome  obfcnra- 
tions  on  the  fubjed  which  may  help  to 
illuftratc  it,  and  prevent  miftakes  concern- 
ing it.    And 

I.  You  may  obferve,  that  our  blefled 
Saviour,  in  this  chapter  particularly,  and 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  public  life, 
ftands  forth  a  bold  and  public  corredor  of 
the  falfe  and  fuperftitious  notions  and  prac- 
tices that   prevailed   among   his  country- 
men :  he  attacks,  with  equal  freedom,  the 
dodtrines  and  pradlices  that  were  fafhion- 
able  among  the  higher  ranks  of  people,  as 
well  as  thofe  that  prevailed  among  the  vul- 
gar.    This  is  a  ftrong  proof  that  he  was 
not  a  defigning  felf-interefted  deceiver ;  for 
he  courted  not  the  applaufe  or  feivour  of  any 
fet  of  men,  of  any  party  or  fedJ:,  but  re- 
proved and  condemned  what  was  wrong  in 
them  all  without  diftindion,  and  this  in  the 
moft  determined  and  undaunted  manner. 

2.  As  the  whole  of  this  chapter,  and 
particularly  the  text,  is  levelled  againft  fu- 
perftitious notions  and  prafl:ices,  let  us  ob- 
ferve— that  tiiere  are  two  kinds  or  degrees 
of  fuperftitiojOi  which  ftiould  be  carefully 
diftinguifhed.    There  is  a  fuperftition  of 
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tlie  word  and  grdTeft  kind,  that  is  utterly^  serm. 
inconfiftent  with  the  eflentials  of  religion, 
fuch  as  jufiice,  mercy,  fidelity,  and  the 
love  of  God.  There  is  alfo  a  fuperftition 
of  a  more  harmleis  kind,  which  may  dii« 
cover  a  weaknefs  of  underftanding,  but  yet 
is  confident  with  real  goodnefs  and  pu* 
jity  of  heart. 

The  ^rjl  and  moft  dangerous  kind  c^ 
fuperftition  is  that  which  is  reproved  and 
condemned  in  the  text,  and  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  chapter.  This  kind  of  fu- 
perftition fhews  itfelf  in  furious  zeal  for 
rites  and  ceremonies,  for  the  modes  and 
circumftances  of  the  external  inftitutions  of 
religion.  A  perfon  who  has  this  bigotted 
attachment  to  thefe  pofitive  inftitutions 
and  every  thing  conneded  with  them, 
imagines,  that  by  a  ftrifl:  and  fcrupulous 
obfervance  of  them  he  is  more  acceptable 
to  God,  than  by  the  moft  confcientious  dis- 
charge of  moral  and  focial  duties.  Ac- 
cording to  his  ideas  of  religion,  God  is 
more  offended  with  the  omiffion  of  any 
one  of  thofe  ritual  and  merely  circumftan- 
tial  matters,  than  with  the  tran(greflion  of 
the  moft  eilential  laws  of  morality.  It  is 
O  4  evident 
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SERM.  evident  that  this  degree  of  fuperftition  in- 
yolves  in  it  lotv  and  unworthy  conceptions 
of  God,  as  if  he  was  better  pleafed  with 
little  obfervanceis,  than  with  the  eternal 
laws  of  truth,  righteoufnefs,  and  goodnefs* 
Such  notions  are  the  grofleft  corruptions 
of  all  religion.  Sucth  notions  not  only 
weaken  but  deftroy  the  very  principles  of 
virtue,-  make  the  light  which  is  in  men 
to  be:  d^rknefs,  ftupify  the  confcience,  ancj 
totally  pervert  that  guide  of  human  life. 

.We  are  apt  to  think  it  almoft  impoflible 
that  any  perfon  fhould  be  fo  ftrangely  blind- 
ed as  to  believe,  that  all  the  laws  of  juftice 
and  humanity  fhould  rather  be  violated, 
than  the  leaft  abatement  be  made  in  modes 
of  belief  or  of  worfhip,  and  fuch  other 
things  as  may  be  very  indifferent  in  their 
own  nature.  But,  alas!  the  hiflory  of 
mankind  furnifhes  too  many  inflances  and 
proofs  of  the  reality  of  fuch  charadlers. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  charadler  of 
the  Pharifees  in  our  Saviour's  time  j  they 
paid  the  tythes  of  mint,  anife,  and  cum- 
min, and  fuch  little  herbs,  with  a  fuperfli- 
tious  exa^fhaefs,  while  they  negle<5ed  the 
weightier   matters  of  the   law,    devoured 
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widows  houfes,  and  perfecuted  unto  death  ^^Aif  * 
foch  peribns  as  oppofed  their  opinions  and 
worldly  interefts.     And,  even  in  our  own 
age,  we  fee  many  inftances  of  men  who 
fliew  the  warmed  zeal  for  matters  of  doubt* 
ful  difputation,  and  for  the  circumftances 
and  modes  of  religious  inftitutions,  who 
at  the  fame  time  think  lightly,  and  even 
fometimes   fpeak  contemptuoufly,    of  the 
great  and  eternal  laws  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality. 

Sometimes  this  kind  of  fuperftition  goes 
no  farther  than  leading  to  the  omiffion  of 
moral  duties,  when  they  come  in  compe- 
petition  with  ceremonial  obfcrvances.  Thus 
the  Pharifees   in  our  Saviour's  time  car- 
ried their  fuperftition  for  the  rejl  prefcribed 
on  the  Jewifli  fabbath   fo  far,    that  they 
blamed  him  for  breaking  that  reft,  by  doing 
offices  of  the  greateft  humanity  and  mercy* 
At  other  times  the  fame  fuperftitious  prin- 
ciple carried  them  much  higher,  even  to 
perpetrate  the  greateft  crimes  without  re- 
ludance  or  remorfe ;  for  they  thought  that 
in  killing  our  Saviour,  they  did  God  an 
acceptable  fervice.     So  much  for  the  firft 
and  grofleft  kind  of  fuperftition :  and  were 
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SE  R M.  we  to  trace  out  and  enumerate  the  horrible 
^^'-     cfleGs  of  it  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  wc 
fhould  be  obliged  to  paint  very  frightful 
fcenea  indeed. 

1htfcc(md  and  more  barmUfs  kind  of 
fuperftition,  which  may  fliew  a  weaknefs 
of  underftanding,  but  which  is  confifteitf 
with  prevailing  goodnefs  and  purity  of 
heart  and  life,  is  as  follows : 

There  are  perfons  frequently  to  be  met 
with  in  life,  who  difcover  a  great  deal  of 
credulity,  who  are  apt  to  give  credit  to 
things  that  are  marvellous  or  extraordi- 
nary, as  well  as  other  things  for  which 
there  is  neither  evidence  nor  probability. 
Men  of  this  call  of  mind  are  commonly 
difpofed  to  pay  too  great  a  regard  to  dreams 
and  to  trifling  accidents,  as  omens  and  pre- 
fages  of  fomething  future  to  befal  them: 
and  if  they  have  any  thing  of  a  religious 
turn,  they  are  apt  to  over-rate  the  ex- 
ternal inftitutions  of  religion,  and  fuch 
modes  and  circumftances  of  them  as  are 
no  ways  eflential.  But  fuch  perfons  may, 
at  the  fame  time,  be  men  of  real  piety  and 
great  goodnefs  of  heart.  They  may  retain 
the  higheft  veneration  for  truth,  jiiftice, 
II  and 
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and  humanity,  as  the  laws  of  God,  which  s  E  R  M. 
they  would  not  violate  for  any  confidera-  ^_^^*^ 
tion« 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  great  body  of 
mankind  are  of  this  charader,  fome  in  a 
higher,  others  in  a  lower  degree.  And  if 
this  be  really  fo,  they  are  by  no  means  ta 
be  ranked  with  thofe  under  the  dominion 
of  that  more  dangerous  and  hurtful  fuper- 
flition  defcribed  above. 

It  is  of  real  importance  in  the  cohduft 
of  life  to  make  the  diftindlion  betwixt  thefe 
two  different  kinds  of  fuperftition :  for  to- 
conclude  all  perfons  who  have  any  tinc- 
ture of  fuperftition  under  one  denomina- 
tion, would,  in  many  inftances,  be  doing 
the  greateft  injuftice  to  the  charaders  of 
men.  The  laft  kind  of  fuperftitious  per- 
fons, though  they  may  be  deficient  in 
ftrength  of  underftanding,  yet  they  may 
be  valuable,  and  in  many  inftances  ami- 
able members  of  fociety,  and  ought  by  no" 
means  to  be  deemed  bad  men,  or  be  treated 
with  contempL 

It  is  too  common  a  thing  for  thofe  who 
value  themfelves  upon  their  liberal  and 
manly  way  of  thinking,  to  defpife  every 
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s  B  R^M.  one  in  whom  they  difcern  any  meafure  of 
what  they  call  fuperftition.  Nay,  they 
are  fometimes  difpofed  to  contemn  and 
ridicule  genuine  piety  itfelf,  upon  account 
of  the  company  in  which  it  is  found.  But 
furely  fuch  perfons  would  do  well  lo  con- 
fider,  whether  it  would  be  any  diminu- 
tion of  juft  freedom  of  thought,  that  they 
reftrained  themfelves  from  contemptuous 
and  harfh  fentiments  of  perfons  fincerely 
devout  and  truly  virtuous,  though  weak, 
perhaps,  in  fomc  refpeds.  Nay,  they 
would  do  well  to  confider,  whether  thofe 
perfons  whom  they  affedl  to  defpife  and 
ridicule,  are  not  perfons  of  finer  hearts, 
of  purer  virtue,  and  on  the  whole  of  wor- 
thier chara<3:ers,  and  more  acceptable  in 
the  fight  of  God,  than  perhaps  they  them- 
felves are.  For  it  muft  allowed,  that  a 
mere  over-reverence  for  things  facred,  to 
which  a  certain  degree  of  reverence  is  mod 
certainly  due,  even  together  with  fome 
other  weaknefles  which  may  be  called  fu- 
perftitions,  cannot  deflroy  the  worth  of  a 
charafl:er  in  which  piety  and  all  the  ef- 
fential  virtues  are  found  to  prevail. 

Let 
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Let  us  fuppofe  we  fliould  meet  with  a  S  E  R  M. 

.  XXI. 

man  whofe  affedion,  whofe  efteem  and  -  ^  '  ^ 
veneration  for  fome  great  friend  and  bene- 
fador  ihould  rife  to  fuch  a  fuperftitious 
height,  that  he  would  think  himfelf  guilty 
of  a  crime  if  he  fhould  happen  any  how 
to  hurt  a  pid^iire,  or  tread  upon  the  fhadow 
of  his  friend ;  and  let  us  further  fuppofe, 
that  his  zeal  to  perform  every  office  and 
duty  of  real  friendfhip  to  him  was  propor- 
tionally high ;  I  would  afk,  Could  we,  with 
any  degree  of  truth  and  juftice  fay,  that 
fuch  a  perfon  was  not  a  real  friend,  but  a 
hypocritical  and  falfe  one  ?  The  application 
is  obvious. 

3.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  Chriftianity 
is  quite  clear  of  the  leaft  tindture  of  fuper- 
flition  of  any  kind.  The  dodlrines,  the 
precepts,  the  fpirit  of  our  holy  religion, 
are  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  firft  and 
worft  kind  of  fuperftidon  already  defcribed. 
We  fee  in  this  chapter  where  the  text 
lies,  how  many  folemn  woes  our  Saviour 
pronounces  againft  thofe  who  are  under 
its  fatal  influence.  Neither  does  Chrift- 
ianity give  the  leaft  countenance  or  encou- 
ragement to  any  of    the   more  harmlefs 
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s  E  R  M.  forms  of  it.  Chriftianity  enjoins  nothing 
^^  ,  but  what  reafon  approves.  Nay,  it  en- 
joins nothing  but  what  the  reafon  of  man, 
arrived  at  its  ftrength  and  maturity,  even 
in  fuch  enlightened  ages  as  the  eighteenth 
century,  approves.  Chriftianity  every  where 
places  religion  on  its  eternal  bottom  <£ 
righteoufaefs,  purity,  humanity,  and  the 
love  of  God.  It  every  where  gives  us  the 
moft  amiable  and  confolatory  ideas  of  the 
Divine  nature,  perfeftions,  and  govern- 
ment. It  no  where  enjoins  monkifh  aufte- 
rities  of  any  kind :  nay,  there  is  nothing 
four,  morofe,  or  gloomy  in  the  doftrine, 
precepts,  or  fpirit  of  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  fitted  to  infpire  ferenity,  peace, 
and  cheerfulnefs.  When  ye  f aft y  fays  our 
Saviour,  be  not  of  a  fad  countenance;  but 
when  thou  fajlejly  anoint  thine  head  and 
nvaft)  thy  face  J  that  thou  appear  not  to  men 
to  fqfty  but  unto  thy  Father  who  feeth  in 
fecret. 

Our  Saviour's  own  charafter  and  beha- 
-viour  are  not  chargeable  with  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  fuperftition  of  any  kind.  He 
<u>nverfed  with  perfeft  eafe  and  freedom 
with  all  ranks  of  men.     His  manners  were 
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fweet,  eafy,  and  fimple.  He  came  eating  6ERM. 
and  drinking^  as  the  Evangelift  exprefles 
it;  without  affeding  any  auftcrity  himfelf, 
or  requiring  it  of  his  followers*  His  ene- 
mies charged  him  with  impiety,  only  bc^ 
caufe  he  was  an  enemy  to  their  fuperfti- 
tions*  They  accufed  him  of  being  a  glut- 
ton and  a  wine-bibber,  merely  becaufe  he 
Ihewed  no  fuperftitious  averfion  to  inno- 
cent pleafures  and  enjoyments. 

It  is  true  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  has 
appointed  two  eafy  and  limple  rites,  Bap- 
tifm,  and  the  Lord's  Suppen  Thefe  were 
intended  as  means  of  promoting  real  reli- 
gion; and  no  fuperftitious  drcumftances 
are  enjoined  in  thefe  inftitutions  themfelves. 
All  the  circumftances  are  left  entirely  to 
Chriftian  prudence  and  liberty,  Circum- 
ftances of  human  invention  may  have  been 
added  fince,  and  may  have  been  infifted 
upon  as  neceflary  parts  of  the  Divine  in- 
ftitution.  Here  it  is  that  fuperftition  be- 
gins ;  when  men  aflume  to  themfelves  the 
authority  of  Heaven,  infifting  upon  modes 
and  circumftances  as  eftential,  which  are 
not  of  Divine  appointment,  Chriftianity 
allows  us  to  refufe  fubjedion  to  all  human 
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s  E  R  M.  impofitions,  and  even  calls  us  lojlandfqfi 
XXI         •  •  •  *^  J  'J 

in  that  liberty  wherewith  Cbriji'  has  made 

us  free  *•  As  far  as  God  doth  command^ 
we  muft  follow  his  diredion :  but  when 
the  Divine  command  doth  not  limit  and 
determine  us,  it  is  beft  then  to  follow  the 
reafon  of  our  own  minds  in  the  free  ufe 
of  our  liberty.  But  at  the  fame  time  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is  no  fuper- 
ftition  in  ufing  things  not  exprefsly  com- 
manded by  God,  even  in  the  worfliip  of 
God,  if  they  be  decent  and  becoming,  and 
fuch  as  reafon  allows  and  approves.  But 
the  fuperftition  lies  in  men's  afluming  to 
themfelves  the  authority  to  ufe  them  and 
impofe  them  upon  others  as  ejfential  to  the 
inftitution,  and  as  Divine^  when  in  re* 
ality  they  are  not  of  Divine  appointment 
at  all. 

Chriftianity  is  beyond  doubt  the  moft 
rational,  and  even  philofophical,  public  re- 
ligion that  ever  was  or  is  to  be  found  in 
the  world.  It  has  the  feweft  incumbrances 
from  things  foreign  to  eflential  religion. 
Its  great  principles  of  piety  and  morality 
(even  though  we  fhould  confider  it  as  a 

•  Gal.  V.  I. 
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kind  (rf*  wifdom  or  philofophy)  are  the  S  E  R  M . 
moft  divine  philofophy  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. The  natural  efFedt  of  thofe  prac- 
tical principles  is  to  fweeten,  to  elevate,  to 
fortify,  and  to  comfort  the  human  mind. 
The  ultimate  aim  and  tendency  of  them  is 
to  make  man  hippy  in  himfelf,  and  ufeful 
to  others,  in  the  moft  efFcdiual  and  exten- 
five  manner  he  is  capable  of.  We  may 
juftly  glory  in  fuch  a  religion;  we  may 
juftly  wonder  at  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
depreciate  it  in  the  eyes  of  mankind.  Such 
perfons  may  be  pofTefled  of  diftinguifhing 
genius  in  fpeculative  fcienccs,  or  may  have 
tafte  in  the  Belles  Lettres  and  fine  arts; 
but  either  they  muft  not  have  attended  to 
that  perfection  of  moral  excellence  dif- 
played  in  the  morality  of  the  Gofpel  and 
in  the  dharafter  of  its  founder,  or  they 
muft  be  void  of  tafte  for  that  fpecies  of 
bea\ity  which  is  of  the  higheft  order. 
Thofe,  I  fay,  who  endeavour  to  beget  in 
the  minds  of  men  a  contempt  of  the  Gof- 
pel, muft  either  want  undefftanding  to 
difcern  what  it  teaches,  or  a  heart  to  feel 
that  moral  excellence  it  difplays,  which 
alone  can  make  man  happy  in  this  and 
Vol.  IL  P  in 
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s  E  R  M.   in  an  eternal  world.  Let  us  confider  it,  there- 

XXI 

fore,  as  the  glory  of  Chriftianity,  that  it 

ftands  at  the  utnioft  diftance  from  every 

thing  fuperftitious.  We  now  proceed  to  the 

Second  thing  propofed ;  namely,  to  fhew 
that  moral  duties,  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  juftice,  mercy,  fidelity,  and  the 
love  of  God,  are  more  excellent  in  their 
own  nature,  and  ought  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  all  ritual  and  pofitive  inftitutions 
whenever  they  come  into  competition  with 
them. 

They  are  more  excellent  than  ceremo- 
nial inftitutions,  becaufe  they  are  enjoined 
by  reafon  as  well  as  revelation — becaufe 
pofitive  duties  are  merely  inftrumental, 
only  means  in  religion,  and  not  ends — 
variable  in  their  own  nature,  and  of  limited 
duration  j  whereas  moral  and  divine  vir- 
tues are  unchangeable  in  their  nature,  and 
of  everlafting  duration — And  accordingly 
the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  laft  is  every 
where  inculcated,  both  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament,  in  the  moft  exprefs  and 
folemn  manner. 

I.  Then,  The  weightier  matters  of  the 
law   are  more  excellent   than   ceremonial 

obfervances. 
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obfervances,  becaufe  they  are  enjoined  both  S  E  R  M. 
by  reafon  and  revelation ;  whereas  pofitive  in-  y 
ftitutions  are  enjoined  by  revelation  only. 
Gur  obligation  to  the  pradice  of  all  moKal 
duties  can  be  (hewn  from  the  relations  we 
ftand  in  to  God  and  one  another ;  and  from 
the  law  written  on  our  hearts,  and  inter- 
woven ^ith  our  nature  itfelf ;  there  is  a 
certain  inward  fenfe  which  points  out  to  us 
the  intrinfic  excellence  of  moral  duties  prior 
to  any  external  command.  Whereas  our  pbli- 
gation  to  obferve  external  inftitutions  takes  its 
rife  from  Divine  authority  alone,  and  could 
not  be  known  but  by  revelation.  Now,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fuperior  light 
and  evidence,  additional  and  more  univer- 
fal  obligations,  are  proofs  of  fuperior  ex- 
cellence, and  are  plain  intimations  from 
the  Author  of  our  nature,  which  of  thefe 
two  forts  of  duties  ought  to  be  preferred 
when  they  interfere* 

2.  Pofitive  duties  are  all  inftrumental 
only,  and  are  intended  merely  as  helps 
and  afliftauces  to  the  practice  of  the  effen- 
tials  of  religion  and  morality.  They  have 
the  nature  of  means  toward  an  end;  where- 
iA  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law  are  the 
ends  thejnfelves.  And  were  it  not  for 
P  2  their 
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SERM.  their  fubfervlency  to    thofe    great    ends. 


XXI. 


God  would  never  have  enjoined  them. 
They  muft  therefore  be  comparatively  erf 
lefe  value  than  the  effential  parts  of  reli- 
gion which  they  are  intended  to  promote  ; 
for  means  are,  in  all  cafes,  of  kfs  value 
than  the  end  itfelE 

3.  Pofitive  inftitutions  are  variable  in 
their  own  nature,  and  of  limited  duration ; 
but  the  moral  and  divine  virtues  are  un- 
changeable in  their  nature,  and  everlafting 
in  their  duration.  This  muft  be  admitted 
to  be  a  certain  proof  of  the  fuperior  ex- 
cellence of  the  latter.  The  ceremonial 
laws  of  religion  have  a<fiually  been  varied 
already,  according  to  the  different  circum- 
ftances  and  difpenfations  in  which  man- 
kind have  been  placed.  The  law  of  the 
Mofaical  difpenfation  abounded  with  rites 
and  ceremonies  j  all  which  were  very  pro- 
per at  that  time  ;  and  were  appointed  with 
great  wifdom  to  be  a  ftanding  prefervative 
againft  the  corrupt  and  idolatrous  cuftoms 
of  the  neighbouring  nations,  to  be  em- 
blems of  obligations  to  moral  purity ;  and 
to  lead  the  people  to,  and  prepare  them 
for,  Jefus  Chrift    and   his   more  fpiritual 
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religion :  but  when  that  more  perfed  re-^  s  E  R  M. 
ligion  was  introduced,  the  ceremonial  law 
was  laid  afide. 

The  ritual  inftitutions  of  the  Gofpel 
make  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  it.  They 
are  few  in  number,  and  very  limple  in 
their  nature :  but  even  thefe  few  fimple 
rites  will  end  with  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things.  Though  Chriftianity  be  the  laft 
and  moft  perfe(ft  difpenfation  of  grace,  yet 
it  muft  give  way  to  the  kingdom  of  glory. 
Then  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Gofpel  will 
ceafe.  But  internal  piety  and  virtue,  what 
our  Saviour  calls  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  as  they  have  been  of  invariable 
obligation  through  all  the  various  difpen- 
fations  in  paft  ages,  fo  they  will  continue 
to  be  fo  in  all  ages  to  come.  They  will 
never  ceafe  or  vanifhy  but  will  accompany 
us  into  the  unfeen  world,  and  will  be  found 
to  be  the  very  temper  of  Heaven  itfelf,  and 
the  chief  fources  of  the  happinefs,  the  per- 
fedion,  and  glory  of  that  everlafting  ftate. 
^This,  therefore,  is  another  unanfwer- 
able  argument  why  we  fliould  prefer  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law  to  all  pofitive 
inftimtionst  For  that  which  ihall  abide 
P  3  fo^^ 
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S  E  R  M.  for  ever  hath  certainly  a  greater  glory  than 
.  'J 'v  that  which  is  to  vanifti  away.  The  build- 
ing is  certainly  more  excellent  than  the 
fcaffolding,  which  was  only  defignqd  to  rear 
it  up,  and  which,  when  the  building  is 
completed,  will  be  taken  down.  And,  in- 
deed, in  every  cafe,  when  the  end  i$  fully 
and  completely  attained,  the  means  are  do 
longer  of  any  ufe.  It  is  only  in  this  ftate 
of  trial,  of  imperfedion,  and  mortality,  that 
fuch  helps  are  uleful ;  but  when  we  come 
into  the  happy  ftate  of  recompence  and  * 
perfedion,  we  fhall  no  longer  need  them. 
4.  Let  me  only  juft  add,  in  the  laft 
,  place,  that  the  fuperior  excellence  and 
importance  of  moral  goodncfs  to  all  ritual 
obfervances,  is  every  where  taught  in  Di- 
vine revelation  in  the  mo(l  exprefs  and 
folcmn  manner.  Thefe  declarations  of 
Scripture  confirm  all  the  former  reafonings. 
The  authority  of  Scripture  aflertions  muft 
be  decifive  with  all  whp  acknowledge  its 
Divine  infpiration.  Attend  to  a  very  ftrong 
declaration.  If.  i.  jo — 18.  Hear  the  word 
of  the  Lardy  ye  rulers  of  Sodom ;  give  ear 
unto  the  laiv  of  our  God^  ye  people  of  Go-' 
piorrah.     To  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude 
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of  your  facrifces  unto  me^  fc^itb  the  Lord:   s  E  R  M. 
I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  oframsy  and  .     ^  \^ 
the  fat  of  fed  beajls^  and  I  delight  not   in 
the  blood  of  bullocks y  or  of  lambs  ^  or  of  he^ 
goats.     When  ye  come  to  appear  before  me^ 
'who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand  to  tread 
my  courts  ?     Bring  no  more  vain  oblations  ; 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me ;  the  new^ 
moons  and  fabbathsy  the  calling  of  ajfembliesy 
I  cannot  away   withy  it  is  iniquityy   even 
the  folemn  meeting.     Tour  new-moonsy  and 
your  appointed  feajlsy  my  foul  hateth:  they 
are  a  trouble  unto  mCy  I  am  weary  to  bear 
them.     And   when   ye  fpread  forth  your 
bands  y  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you:  yeay 
when  ye  make  many  prayers  y  I  will  not  hear: 
your  hands  are  full  of  blood.     Wq/h  yCy  make 
you  cleany  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings 
from  before  mine   eyes\   ceafe   to  do   evil; 
l^arn  to  do  well ;  feck  judgment  ]  relieve  the 
opprejjed;  judge  the  fatherlefs  ;   plead  for 
the  widow.     Come  noWy  and  let  us  reafon 
together y  faith  the  Lord:  though  your  ftns 
be  asfcarlety  they  Jhall  be  white  as  fnow  ; 
though  they  be  red  like  crimfoUy  they  Jhall  be 
Qs  wool.     And  Micah  vi.  6,  7,  8.   He  hath 
Jh^wed  tbecy  0  many  what  is  good;  and 
?  4  what 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•v-^ 


2i6  The fuperlativt  Importance  of 

SERM.  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  ^  but  to 
^^  •  ^  dojufily^  and  to  love  merty^  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God. 

In  the  New  Teftament  our  Saviour, 
Matt.  xii.  7.  refers  the  fuperftitious  bigots 
of  his  age  to  a  decifive  pafTage  of  another 
prophet,  Hofea  vi.  6.  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice.  The  Hebrews,  when 
they  would  exprefs  the  comparative  excel- 
lence of  any  thing  above  another,  deny 
the  one  and  affert  the  other :  and,  in  this 
paflage,  when  they  reprefent  our  Saviour 
faying  that  God  defired  mercy  and  not 
facrifice,  it  is  only  what  we  would  exprefs 
according  to  the  idiom  of  our  language  by, 
I  defirc  mercy  rather  than  facrifice  ;  or,  I 
prefer  mercy  to  facrifice;  and,  as  the  pro- 
phet adds,  the  knowledge^  or  acknowledg- 
ment, of  God^  to  burnt  offerings.  In  fine, 
nothing  can  be  more  dire<3:  than  the  words 
of  the  text,  which  condemn  in  fuch  a  fo- 
lemn  manner  the  fuperftitious  pharifees, 
who  were  very  fcrupulous  about  the 
fmaileft  ritual  matters,  while  they  negleSed 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law. 

The  conclufion,  from  this  part  of  the 
fubjedl,  is  plain  and  ftrong— That  we  fliould 
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ever  remain  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  love  SERM. 
of  moral  excellence,  and  the  pradice  of  all  ^^* 
the  duties  to  God,  to  mankind,  and  to  our- 
felves,  which  flow  from  it,  or  are  connect- 
ed with  it,  are  the  great  glory  of  our  ra- 
tional natures,  and  the  true  foundation  of 
our  prefent  and  future  happinefs.  Nav, 
that  moral  excellence  is  the  chief  glory  of 
the  Divine  nature  itfelf,  and  what  renders 
God  the  proper  objeft  of  the  efteem,  the 
love,  and  confidence,  of  his  intelligent  crea- 
tures and  faithful  fubjeds.  Let  this  love 
then  be  the  commanding  principle  in  our 
minds,  regulating  all  other  principles,  and 
governing  the  whole  life  and  converfktion* 
God  grant  it  may  be  fo.     Amen, 
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SERMON     XXII. 

The  relative  Importance  and  Obligation  of 
the  external  Obfervances  of  Religion. 


Matt,  xxiii.  23. 


Jj^o  unto  youy  Scribes  and  Pbarifees^  bypo^ 
critts ;  for  ye  pay  titbe  of  mint ^  and  anife^ 
and  cummin^  and  bave  omitted  the  weighs 
tier  matters  of  tbe  laWy  judgment^  mercy ^ 
and  faitb:  tbefe  ougbt  ye  to  bave  donCy 
and  not  to  leave  tbe  otber  undone. 

SERM.    rXAVING  eftablifhed  in  a  former  dif^ 
xxir       1    r 

A_X  courfe  the  pre-eminence  and  prefer- 
ence due  to  the  cflential  duties  of  piety  and 
morality  above  all  ritual  obfervances  of 
every  kind,  we  now  proceed  to  fhow,  a$ 
was  propofed,  in  the 

Third  place,  That,  notwithftanding  the 
intrinfic  and  fuperior  excellence  of  moral 

dutjes^ 
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duties,  yet  external  inftitutions,  which  are  s  E  R  M. 
real  divine  appointments,  ought  to  be  reli- 
gioufly  obferved ;  and  that  it  is  really  crimi^ 
nal  in  the  fight  of  God  to  defpife  and  ne- 
gled  them.  Thefe,  fays  Jefus  Chrift  in  the 
text,  ye  ought  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave 
the  other  undone.  In  proof  of  this,  let  it 
be  obferved, 

I.  That  our  blefled  Saviour,  who  has  in 
every  thing  left  a  perfect  pattern  for  our 
imitation,  fhewed,  on  all  proper  occafions, 
a  reverent  and  pious  regard  for  the  pofitive 
inftitutions  of  religion  in  the  Jewifli  church. 
We  fee  from  the  hiftory  of  his  life,  that  he 
attended  regularly  the  public  feftivals  ap- 
pointed by  the  law  of  Mofes.  We  fee  too, 
that  he  commanded  thofe  whom  he  cured 
of  fuch  difeafes  as  the  law  had  given  or- 
ders about,  to  go  and  fliew  themfelves  to 
the  prieft,  and  offer  the  ufual  gifts.  We 
find  likewife,  before  he  entered  upon  his 
public  miniftry,  that  he  fubmitted  to  be  bap- 
tized by  John  the  Baptift,  who  was  a  pro- 
phet much  inferior  to  himfelf,  and  who 
was  only  the  meffenger  appointed  to  pro- 
claim his  approach.  And  when  John  mo- 
lleftlv  declined  tQ  perforqai  the  rite  of  bap- 
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S^  R  M.  tifm  to  a  perfon  of  incomparably  greater 
dignity  than  himfelf,  Jefus  would  not  ad- 
mit of  his  excufe,  but  infifted  that  he  fhould 
be  baptized  by  him ;  declaring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  thus  it  became  him  to  fulfil  all 
rigbteoufnefs  *.  Jefus  feems  to  have  thought^ 
that  a  religious  obfervance  of  pofitive  infti« 
tutions  was  neceflary  to  complete  his  moral 
charA&er,  neccflary  to  (hew  his  becoming 
refpe^  for  the  authority  of  Gk)d,  as  well  as 
it  was  a  neceflary  part  of  an  example  de« 
figned  to  influence  others. 

Now,  what  plaufiblc  pretence  can  any 
Chriftian  oflfer,  for  undervaluing  or  negleA- 
ing  thofe  religious  inflitutions  which  Jefus 
has  enjoined,  and  recommended  to  our 
efteem  by  his  own  example?  Will  it  be  faid 
that  thofe  religious  inftitutions  are  only  fen- 
iible  figns  and  emblems  intended  for  the 
lower  part  of  mankind,  whofe  weaknefs  and 
ignorance  render  fuch  external  helps  ne- 
ceffary;  but  as  to  thofe  who  are  more  ad- 
vanced in  knowledge,  and  have  attained 
jufter  and  clearer  views  of  efiential  religion, 
they  can  have  little  need  of  fuch  outward  af-» 
fillances. 

♦  Matt.  iii.  15. 
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A  little  refledion  may  foon  convince  any  S  E  R  M. 
one,  that  fuch  pretences  for  neglefting  any 
of  the  ordinances   of  the  gofpel,  favour 
more  of  that  pride  and  partiality  by  which 
mankind  are  apt  to    deceive    themfelves, 
than  of  that  modefty  and  humble  fenfe  of 
their  own  imperfe^ion8,even  as  to  religious 
improvement,   which  the  gofpel  requires* 
Nay,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  is  a  certain  de- 
gree of  arrogance  and  prefumption  to  ufe 
the  plea  of  fuperiority  to  others  in  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  as  a  reafon  for  negleding 
certain  duties,  when  we  have  the  example 
and  authority  of  Jefus  for  the  contrary  prac- 
tice.    The  authority  and  example,  I  fay, 
of  Jefus,  who  was  not  only  bdy^  barmlejs^ 
undefiledy   and  feparate  from  fnners^   but 
who  vj2isfull  of  grace  and  truth ^  and  pof- 
fefTed  of  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge. 

Let  our  attainments  in  religion  be  never 
fo  high,  they  furely  can  never  equal  bis. 
Nay,  even  upon  the  impoffible  fuppofition 
that  we  were  equal  to  him  in  purity  and 
goodnefs,  it  would  ftill  become  us  to  fulfil 
all  righteoufnefs,  to  fhew  a  becoming  re- 
ljpei£t  for  the  authority  of  God  who  has  ap- 
pointed 
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SERM.  pointed  thefc  external  ordinances,  and  to 

XXII        •  . 

inftrud  and  induce  others  to  do  the  fame 
by  the  influence  of  our  example. 

2.  Let  us  confider,  that  though  we  can- 
not difcern  all  the  reafons  for  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  appointed  external  rites  in  re- 
ligion, yet  we  are  fure  there  muft  be  the 
bed  reafons  for  fuch  appointments.  Though 
we  could  not  of  ourfelves  difcover  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  and  ufes  of  them  antecedent  to 
the  Divine  command,  yet  when  we  fee  the 
exprefs  command,  and  have  the  defign  of 
them  laid  plainly  before  us,  we  can  clearly 
perceive  that  they  are  very  far  from  being 
arbitrary  or  unreafonable.  God  never  com- 
mands merely  for  the  fake  of  commanding, 
and  to  (hew  his  abfolute  authority.  There 
are  wife  and  kind  intentions  in  all  his  pre- 
cepts. 

External  rites  may  be  enjoined  as  land- 
ing memorials  of  the  great  fads  and  doc- 
trines of  religion,  and  contribute  to  pre- 
ferve  the  memory  of  them,  which  might 
otherwife  have  been  loft  and  extinguiflied. 
Perhaps,  it  was  principally  by  the  means 
of  the  ceremonial  inftitutions  of  the  Jews, 
that  the  remembrance  of  the  fignal  and 
aftonifhing  tranfadions  of  Providence  in 

their 
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their  behalf,  was  prcferved  among  that  peo-  S  E  R  m. 
pie.  And,  along  with  the  ceremonial  infti-  ^^^^' 
tutions,  thofe  juft  notions  of  the  one  true 
God,  the  Creator  and  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  were  conveyed  down  from  age  to 
age,  which  diftinguifhed  that  nation  from 
all  the  reft  of  the  nations  of  the  world. 
In  like  manner,  the  facraments  of  the 
Chriftian  church  have  been  of  great  ufe  to 
preferve  and  propagate  the  diftinguifliing 
dodrines  of  Chriftianity. 

It  may  be  further  obferved,  that  as  man- 
kind have  external  fenfes  as  well  as  internal 
rational  powers,  it  may  be  of  fmgular  ad- 
vantage, perhaps  even  to  all  mankind,  to 
have  the  objeds  of  pure  reafon  and  under- 
ftanding  aflbciated  with  fuch  things  as  af- 
fed  the  outward  fenfes.  And  if  this  be  the 
cafe,  may  it  not  be  becoming  the  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  to  appoint  fome  fen- 
fible  reprefentations,  as  ftanding  emblems  of 
fpiritual  things?  By  fuch  fenfible  figns  and 
reprefentations  of  fpiritual  things,  the  mind 
may  be  led  at  ftated  feafons  to  contemplate 
the  great  and  unfeen  objects  of  religion,  our 
relations  to  them,  and  our  confequent  obli- 
gations.     Particularly,  whatever  calls  our 

thoughts 


y  Google 


Digitized  by  > 


224  72^^  relative  Impor  ance  and  'Obligation 

s  E  R  M.  thoughts  to  ferious  meditation  on  our  Creator 
7^^^  ,  and  our  Redeemer,  may  become  the  means 
of  imprinting  more  deeply  on  our  minds  a 
fenfe  of  our  religious  relations  and  obliga- 
tions, as  rational  creatures  and  as  Chrif- 
tians.  Such  meditations  are  calculated  to 
excite  ufeful  refledions,  to  ftrengthen  and 
confirm  good  difpofitions,  good  refolutions, 
and  good  habits;  and  thus  the  obfervancc 
of  external  inftitutions  may  ferve  the  im- 
portant moral  purpofes  of  promoting  the 
kingdom  of  God  without  us  in  the  world, 
and  of  eftablifhing  its  power  in  our  own 
fouls. 

3.  Let  us  confider,  that  it  is  our  indif- 
penfibk  duty  to  yield  a  ready  obedience  to 
whatever  kind  of  precepts  we  have  fufficient 
rcafon  to  believe  are  given  us  by  God.  We 
only  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Heaven 
in  its  full  extent,  when  we  religtoufly  ob- 
fcrve  all  its  commandments  of  whatever 
fort,  moral,  focial,  or  ceremonial.  A  dis- 
regard fhewn  to  any  thing  of  Divine  ap- 
pointment, is  a  real  contempt  of  that  au- 
thority which  appointed  it.  It  is  a  plain 
difcovery  of  a  want  of  real  reverence  for 
God,  to  defpife  Us  authority  when  inter- 
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pofed  in  any  cafe.  Though  the  command-  S  E  R  M. 
ment  itfelf  be  only  a  ritual  one,  and  not  of 
an  eternal  and  unchangeable  nature,  yet 
the  tranfgreffion  or  negle<f3:  of  it  is  a  moral 
iniquity ;  it  is  a  real  and  impious  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  will  of  God  made  known  to  us* 
Nay,  knowingly  and  deliberately  to  oppofe 
the  appointment  of  God,  even  in  a  ceremo- 
nial precept,  is  not  only  a  real  moral  ini- 
quity, but  it  is  a  degree  and  kind  of  pre- 
lumptuous  fin.  It  is  doing  what  in  us  lies, 
by  our  example,  to  thwart  the  great  and 
good  purpofes  of  Heaven,  in  carrying  on 
fhe  kingdom  of  Grace  and  Righteoufnefs, 
both  in  ourfel ves  and  others ;  for  it  was  for 
thefe  purpofes  that  all  pofitive  inftitutions 
were  originally  appointed. 

To  which  we  may  add  this  further  con- 
fideration,  that  the  wilful  negledt  of  any 
Divine  law  of  whatever  kind,  is  apt  to 
lead  by  an  infenfible  kind  of  tranfition  to 
a  contempt  of  all  the  reft.  For  as  every 
afl:  of  obedience  muft  ftrengthen  the  habit 
of  obedience ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  ac- 
cording to  the  conftant  progrefs  and  courfe 
of  habits,  repeated  inftances  of  difobedience 
to  laws,  though  inferior  and   fubordinate 

Vol.  IL  Q^  ones, 
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s  E  R  M.  ones^  miift  lead  to  the  fame  wrong  conduct 
^^^^'  ^  in  cafes  of  a  higher  nature.  So  that  if  we 
begin  with  a  difregard  to  pofitive  inftitu- 
tions,  we  may  gradually,  but  quickly,  pro- 
ceed to  an  oj^en  violation,  if  not  an  avowed 
contempt,  of  the  immutable  duties  of  mo- 
rality and  religion, 

Thefe  are  fome  6f  the  reafons  why  the 
external  rites  in  religion,  of  Divine  ap- 
pointment, ought  not  to  be  left  unchne. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  laft  thing  pro- 
pofed,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  a  little  more 
particular  notice  of  the  objedtions  thrown 
out  by  the  oppofcrs  of  Divine  Revelation 
againft  all  kinds  of  religious  rites.  We 
frequently  find  fuch  perfons  difplaying  their 
learning  and  eloquence  in  railing  againfl  all 
pofitive  inftitutions  as  moft  irrational  and 
abfurd.  They  reprefent  external  rites,  both 
Jewifh  and  Chriftian,  as  empty,  iafigni- 
ficaut,  and  unmeaning,  "  Wbatconnec- 
"  tion,"  fay  they,  "  can  be  conceived  be- 
**  tween  fprinkling  water  upon  a  child,  or 
."  between  eating  a  bit  of  bread  and  drink- 
"  ing  a  cup  of  wine,  and  real  internal 
"  piety  and  virtue?  What  influence  can 
*'  fuch  ceremonies   have   in   begetting  or 

"  ftrength- 
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•*  ftrengthening  right  difpofitions  to  God  siERM* 
"  or  man  ?  How  is  it  poffible  that  the  ufe  .  ^^^^y 
"  of  fuch  fymbols  can  give  right  to  any 
**.  privileges  or  blefSngs?  Or  if  vre  have  A 
•'  right  to  them  already,  how  can  fuch 
**  things  give  any  awiditional  fecurity?  ot 
"  how  can  they  be  feal»  or  confirmations 
«  of  them  r 

Thefe  objedions  may  appear  plailfible  at 

firft  fight,    but  when  examined  they  an* 

void  of  all  ftrength  and  folidity*     Thofe ' 

who  make  fuch  obje£lions,  and  triumph  in 

them  as  if  they  Virere  unanfwerablcj  ought 

to  confider^  that,  by  condemning  religious 

rites  as  ufclefs  and  infignificant,  they  muft^ 

for  the  iame  reafons,  condemn  and  explode 

all  thofe  civil  rites  which  are  ufed  in  fomd 

of  the  moft  important  tranfa^^ns  of  human 

\        fociety%     The  wifdom  of  men  in  all  na* 

tions,  whether  civiKxed  or  bisirbarous,  has 

judged  the  ufe  of  certain  rites^  fymbols,  or 

fenfible  figns,  ta  be  expedient  and  ufeful 

on  various  occasions;  fuch  as  in  making 

public  conventions  and  agreements:    and 

yet  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  declaim 

upon  theinfignificancy  of  thofe  very  ufeful 

and  very  neceflary  fymbotsof  thfe  civil  kiftd> 
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s  E  R  M.  For  inftancc,  a  clod  of  earth  is  folemnly 
^^^'  .  delivered  into  the  hands  of  a  perfon^  to  fig- 
nify,  that  the  property  of  a  piece  of  ground, 
nay  of  a  large  eftate,  is  transferred  to  him ; 
or  a  bit  of  ftone  and  mortar  is  delivered,  to 
fignify  the  conveying  the  property  of  a 
fumptuous  building. 

Nothing  furely  is  eafier  than  to  declaim 
and  urge,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  that  fuch 
trifling  fymbols  can  produce  any  real  eflfedL 
How  many  ftrong  queftions  may  be  put? 
Can  fuch  rites  confer  property?  can  they 
confirm  it?  can  they  enable  the  new  pof- 
feflTor  to  maintain  it  ?  And  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  value  or  eflScacy  of 
fuch  things  does  not  depend  upon  the  fym- 
bols  themfelves,  but  upon  the  human  con- 
vention or  law,  which  has  inflituted  them 
to  ferve  fuch  purpofes. 

In  like  manner,  how  eafy  a  matter  is  it 
to  be  eloquent  in  reprefentations  of  what  a 
filly  and  unmeaning  thing  it  is,  to  pour  oil 
on  a  man^s  head,  and  to  fet  a  piece  of 
metal  of  a  certain  fhape,  called  a  crown, 
Aipon  it,  to  fignify  that  he  is  made  a  king, 
and  invefted  with  power  and  authority  over 
a  great  kingdom?    Nothing  is  more  eafy 
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than  to  afk ;  Can  fuch  frivolous  ceremonies  S  £  R  M. 
give  a  perfon  any  thing  he  had  not  before? 
Can  they  infufe  into  him  the  talents  and 
difpofitions  vehich  qualify  him  to  govern  a 
kingdom  or  large  empire?  Can  they  really 
confer  upon  him  any  rights  or  privileges 
of  which  he  vras  not  before  poflefled  ?  And 
it  furely  muft  be  owned  that  they  cannot. 
What  purpofe  then  do  they  ferve?  The 
plain  anfwer  to  all  fuch  reafonings  and  quef- 
tions  is  this  ;  That  mankind^  in  the  earlieft 
ftages  of  fociety,  difcerned  the  neceffity  of 
fome  vifible  ftanding  fymbols  to  preferve 
the  remembrance  of  important  tranfadions ; 
and  the  experience  of  all  fucceeding  ages 
has  con6rmed  them  in  the  perfuafion  of 
their  ufefulnefs.  We  find  at  this  very  day 
that  belts  of  wampum  and  other  fymbols 
are  in  ufe  among  the  wild  Americans,  as 
tokens  and  mem,orials  of  leagues  of  friend- 
fhip,  or  of  other  conventions  with  their 
neighbours. 

Now,  if  the  wifeft  of  mankind  in  the 
moft  enlightened  ages,  as  well  as  the  moft 
barbarous,  have  found  fenfible  fymbols  to 
be  of  ufe  in  the  momentous  affairs  of  civil 
Hfe,  what  ground  can  thero  be  to  imagine 
Q^  3  that 
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s  E  R  M.  that  fimilar  fymbols  are  infignificant,  ufe- 
kfs,  and  foolifh,  in  matters  of  religion?  If 
the  ftate  of  mankind  is  fuch  that  external 
lymbols  are  neceflkry  in  the  moft  important 
worldly  tranfa£tions,  furely  things  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  and  invifible  nature  muft  ftand  more 
in  need  of  their  aid. 

If  thefe  things  are  fo,  the  appointment 
of  fenfible  figns  in  religion  is  fo  far  from 
being  any  argument  againft  the  truth  of  re- 
velation, that  on  the  contrary  it  is  a  pre- 
fumption  in  its  favour;  becaufe  fuch  figns 
or  rites  are  accommodated  with  great  vt^if- 
dom  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  man-r 
kind  in  this  prefent  (late. 

To  arraign  and  condemn  revelation  upon 
the  account  of  them,  is  juft  as  unreafonable 
as  it  would  be  to  s^rraign  and  condemn  the 
united  wifdom  of  all  mankind  in  all  na- 
tions and  ages  of  the  world,  for  ufing  fimi- 
lar fymbols  which  they  have  judged  ne-? 
ceffary,  and  found  to  have  been  ufeful  to 
human  fociety.     It  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
mark  of  fuperior  wifdom,  of  greater  learn- 
ing than  others,  and  of  a  more  free  and 
liberal  turn  of  mind,  to  condemn  all  ritual 
obfervancesj    that,    on  the  coi^trary,  the 

turn 
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turn  of  mind  which  leads  to  fuch  contempt   S  E  R  M, 

XXII 

is  a  mark  of  the  want  of  true  enlargement 
of  fpirit,  and  of  a  bigotted  attachment  to 
abftrad  fpeculations.  Thefe  generally  con- 
tradi  men's  views,  and  render  them  unfit 
for  forming  juft  judgments  with  refpedt 
to  fuch  laws  and  pradical  ohfervances  as 
may  be  of  very  great  importance  to  human 
life  and  human  fociety. 

That  pofitive  inftitutions  have  been  a- 
bufed,  muft  be  owned ;  but  the  abufe  of  any 
thing  will  never  prove  that  that  thing  is  of 
no  ufe  or  importance.  Reafon  itfelf  has 
been  abufed,  grofsly  abufed ;  but  furely  we 
cannot  hence  conclude  that  the  ufe  of  it 
muft  be  laid  afide.     We  now  proceed, 

Fourthly,  To  make  fome  application  of 
what  has  been  faid  to  the  facred  inftitution, 
the  obfervance  of  which  we  have  in  our 
view.    And  here, 

I.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  in  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  two  things  are 
carefully  to  be  diftinguifhed ;  namely,  the 
fenfible  figns,  and  the  inward  religious  dif- 
pofitions  with  which  the  ufe  of  them  fhould 
be  accompanied.  The  firft  of  thefe,  the 
ufe  of  the  external  fymbols,  is  merely  ri- 
Ct4  tual; 
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s  E  R  M.  tual ;  but  the  religious  remembranjce  and  rc^ 
gards  due  to  our  Saviour,  are  of  a  moral 
and  unchangeable  nature ;  becaufe,  as  foon 
as  the  glorious  charafter,  the  important  of* 
fices  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  relations  we 
ftand  in  tp  him,  are  made  known  to  us,  our 
obligation  to  exercife  the  proper  affedlions 
towards  him  immediately  appears.     When 
once  we  are  aflured  by  Divine  revelation 
that  he  is 'the  Son  pf  God,  that  he  is  full  of 
grace  and  truth,  that  he  is  the  great  Apoftlc 
and  High  Prieft  of  our  profeffion,  that  he 
is  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  that  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  committed 
into  his  hands  j  our  obligation  to  reverence^ 
to  love,  to  praife  and  obey  him,  becomes 
moral  and  indifpenfable.      It  is   really  as 
much  a  part  of  moral  and  unchangeable 
duty  to  pay  thcfe  religious  regards  to  our 
Saviour,  as  it  is  our  moral  and  unchange- 
able duty  to  pay  due  honour  to  our  parents, 
benefadkors,   and  worthy   fuperiors  of  all 
ftations.    Whether  the  charader  and  offices 
of  our  Redeemer,  and  the  relations  he  ftands 
in  to  us,  be  made  known  by  reafon  or  re- 
velation, makes  little  alteration  in  the  cafe. 
For  as  foon  as  we  ar^  aflured  that  they  are 

real, 
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real,  a  fure  and  immovable  foundation  is  SERM^ 
laid  for  religious  worfhip,  for  gratitude,  and 
for  hope  and  joy.  So  that  the  devout  re- 
membrance of  our  Saviour  is,  in  his  own 
ftyle,  to  be  ranked  among  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law,  and  not  among  the 
things  which  merely  ought  not  to  be  left 
undone.  And  when  we  add  to  this,  that 
the  ufe  of  the  external  fymbols  is  clearly 
enjoined  by  Divine  authority,  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  a  degree  of  moral  guilt 
to  contemn  and  neglect  this  folemn  infti- 
tution  of  our  religion. 

2.  We  ought  to  fliew  forth  the  death  of 
our  Saviour  with  all  thofe  ajBTedions  of  heart 
and  holy  refolutions  with  which  this  reli- 
gious fervice  ought  to  be  accompanied.  Let 
us  be  careful  to  underftand  the  nature  and 
defign  of  it,  that  we  may  partake  of  this 
Chriftian  feaft  in  a  rational  manner.  Let 
us  awaken  in  our  hearts  thofe  fentiments  of 
love,  of  gratitude,  and  praife,  which  are  ever 
due  to  the  great  Friend  and  Saviour  of  man- 
Jcind.  Let  us  refleft  upon  ourfelves  as  fa- 
credly  bound  toftudy  a  conformity  of  heart 
and  life  to  the  laws  and  to  the  fpirit  of 
that  holy  religion  of  which  we  make  a  pub- 
lic 
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S  E  R  M.  Kc  profeflion.  Let  us  improve  facramental 
XXII.  occafions  as  ftated  feafons  for  folemn  recol- 
ledion^  and  for  forming  ferious  and  firm 
refolutions,  of  fuch  a  tender  and  circum- 
fpe£t  walk  and  conv^rfation,  as  becometh 
the  Gofpelof  Jefus  Chrift  in  all  things.  And 
particularly,  let  us  employ  fuch  occafions 
to  cherifli  and  cultivate  a  fpirit  of  peace,  of 
love,  and  of  tender  humanity,  to  all  our 
fellow-chriftians  and  neighbours.  And  if 
we  are  fmcere  in  fuch  rational  and  devout 
employments,  we  need  not  doubt  that  we 
fhall  be  acceptable  guefts  at  the  holy  table 
of  Jefus  Chrift 
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SERMON     XXIIL 

Men  are  accountable  for  their  Religious 
Principles.  * 


John,  vi.  29. 

ycfus  anfwered^  and /aid  unto  tbem^  This  is 
the  work  of  God ^  that  yc  believe  on  Him 
vobom  be  hatbfent^ 

THE  connexion  of  thefe  wprds  with  ^ERMt 
XXII  r 
the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter  >  _^   ^ 

ftands  thus;  Our  Lord,  according   to  his 

ufual  goodnefs  and  compaifionate  turn  of 

jnind,  had  wrought  a  miracle,  to  fupply 

with  food  the  multitude  who  attended  upon 

his  miniftry.     The  number  of  thofe  who. 

were  fed  in  a  miraculous  manner  at  this 

time  was  about  five  thoufand.     But  Jefus 

perceiving  that  the  people  were  more  af- 

feded  with  the  feafonable  refrefhment  of 

their  bodies   than  with    the  fpiritual   in- 

flrudions 
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^xxiu'  ^^^^^^^^  which  he  had  given  them  for 
the  improvement  of  their  fculs,  **  Ye  feci 
xnc^^  faid  he  unto  them,  verfe  26.  ^^  not 
**  bccaufe  yefaw  the  miracle j  but  hecaufe 
•*  ye  did  cat  of  the  loaves y  and  nvcre 
^^  fUed^^  He  therefore  proceeded  to  ex* 
hort  them  in  the  27  th  verfe,  "  Labour 
notj^  or  rather  as  it  (hould  be  tranflated, 
^  Work  not  for  the  meat  that  pcrijbctb^  but 
**  for  that  meat  which  cndureth  unto  cvcr^ 
^  Iq/ling  lifcy  which  the  Son  of  man  Jball 
**  give  unto  you^  for  him  hath  God  the  Fa^ 
«  therfealedr 

The  people,  when  Jefus  had  exhorted 
them  to  work  for  the  meat  that  endureth 
to  everlafting  life,  afked  him,  in  the  28th 
verfe,  whatfiall  we  do  that  we  may  vtHork 
the  works  of  God?  \.  e.  fuch  works  as  are 
acceptable  to  God.  The  anfwer  to  this 
queftion  you  have  in  the  words  of  the 
text :  This  is  the  work  of  God y  that  ye  bc^ 
lieve  on  Him  whom  he  halhfent.  The  moft 
acceptable  work  ye  can  do  unto  God  is, 
to  believe  on  Him  whom  he  has  feat,  and 
whofe  commiflion  he  has  by  miiac}es  at- 
tefted  and  fealed.  This  is  the  work  of 
God; — this  is  that  particular  or  peculiar 
work  which  God  requires  of  you  at  pre- 

fent, 
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fent,  that  ye  believe  on  Him  whom  he  serm. 
hath  fent.  Now,  if  it  was  the  work  and  ^^^*^- 
duty,  the  indifpenfable  duty^  of  the  Jews 
in  that  age  to  believe  on  Jefus  Chrift  as 
having  a  commiffion  from  heaven ;  will 
it  not  follow,  that  we  who  live  in  the  pre* 
fent  age  are  under  the  fame  obligation  to 
believe  on  him,  if  his  divine  commiilion 
be  ftill  enforced  with  fufficient  evidence, 
and  that  evidence  be  laid  before  us  ? 

In  what  is  further  to  be  faid  on  this 
fubject,  it  is  not  intended  to  prove  the  Di- 
vine miffion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity ;  but  only  to  anfwer  fome 
objedions  which  have  been  often  made 
againft  the  requifttion  or  command  zQXiX,7i\vit^ 
in  the  text,  and  in  many  other  places  of 
the  New  Teftament. 

I.  There  are  fome  in  the  prefent  age, 
-pretending  to  be* more  enlightened  than 
others,  who  allege,  **  that  it  is  a  very  un- 
**  reafonable  thing  to  make  faith  the  mat- 
*'  ter  of  a  Divine  command  :  that  it  is  al- 
*'  together  abfurd  to  require  mankind  to 
*'  believe;  as  believing  or  not  believing  ij 
•'  a  thing  not  in  their  power ;  and  that 
**  therefore  fuch  a  command  as  this  in  the 

*'  text. 
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S  E  R  M.  "  textjorthefimilar  one  of  this  fame  Apoftle, 
*  "  and  this  is  bis  commandment^  that  we 
**  Jbould  believe  in  the  name  of  bis  Son  J  ejus 
**  Cbri/i'^j  can  deferve  no  regard,  be- 
**  caufc  it  is  requiring  a  things  that  is  im- 
"  poflible  i  for  the  underftanding  of  man 
•*  is  not  the  proper  fubjedl  erf  command* 
•*  Man  may  be  commanded  to  aB^  but 
^  cannot  be  commanded  to  believe^^ 

11.  Others,  or  perhaps  the  fame  perfons, 
allege,  that  "  even  fuppofing  the  Gofpel 
**  to  be  true,  and  Jefus  to  have  been  mlly 
^'  fent  from  God,  there  can  be  no  good 
•*  reafon  for  petemptory  commands  to  be- 
**  Heve  in  him.     For,*'  fay  they,  "  it  is 
•*  not  a  point  of  duty,  but  a  matter  of 
*'  mere  indifference,   whether  we  believe 
"  in  Jefus  or  not,  provided  we  adhere  to 
"  natural  religion,  and  fulfil  the  {landing 
"  duties  to  God  and  our  fellow- creatures 
**  which  it  enjoins."     Such  perfohs  pleadj 
*^  That  natural  religion  prefcribcs  all  the 
**  fame  eflential  duties  which  are  required 
*'  by  Chrillianity,    and  therefore  Chrifti- 
"  anity  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  with 
refpeft    to    the    right  government   of 

*  1  Johi)#ui«  33  • 
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^  the  heart  and  life/'  As  there  may  be  sbrml 
reafon  to  fear  that  a  fpirit  of  unbelief  .^^^j^, 
may  fteal  in  upon  us  under  fuch  forms  as 
thefe,  it  may  not  be  improper  nor  unfea- 
fonable  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  fuch 
aflfertions  and  opinions. 

As  to  xh^firfiy  that  it  is  a  thing  highly 
unreafonable  to  make  faith  the  matter  of 
a  Divine  command,  it  will  be  acknow- 
ledged, by  every  perfon  of  candour  and  re- 
fledtion,  thdt  to  require  mankind  to  be- 
lieve any  thing,  without  laying  fufficient 
evidence  before  them,  would  be  indeed 
an  abfurd  and  tyrannical  cDmmand.  But 
when  the  New  Teftament  requires  us  to 
believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  this  is  only  requir- 
ing us  to  attend,  with  fairnefs  and  impar- 
tiality of  mind,  to  thofe  evidences  which 
he  exhibited  of  his  Divine  miffion.  God, 
who  has  perfedl  knowledge  of  the  foul  of 
man,  and  who  knows  alfo  what  kipd  and 
degree  of  evidence  is  fufficient  to  give 
conviftion  to  the  unprejudiced,  may  cer- 
tainly require  men  to  attend,  and  to  yield 
their  aflent*  to  that  kind  or  degree  of  evi^ 
dence,  which  he  knows  unerringly  to  be 
in   all   refpcds   fuflicicnt.     And   if    men, 

through 
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^ERM.  through  want  of  candour  and  fkirnefs  of 
*  mind,  or  from  the  power  of  corrupt  and 
worldly  pailions,  will  not  lay  their  minda 
open  to  conviftion,  but  continue  in  unbe- 
lief; the  unbelief  of  fuch  perfons  is  cer- 
tainly criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  who 
judgeth  according  to  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs. 

As  we  are  the  fubjefts  of  God's  moral 
government,  we  lie  under  a  moral  obliga« 
tion  of  the  moft  indifpenfablc  kind  to  in- 
quire after  truth,  efpecially  truth  of  the 
moral  and  religious  fort :  confequently^ 
when  all  reafonable  evidence,  and  perhaps 
the  higheft  evidence  which  the  cafe  will 
admit  of,  has  been  laid  before  us,  and  we 
overlook  it^  our  incredulity  muft  be  blame-* 
able  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  muftjuftly 
fubjedt  us  to  his  difpleafure,  as  failing  in 
an  important  point  of  moral  obligation* 
Hence  wc  lee  the  grounds  on  which  God 
may  juftly  require  thofe,  to  whom  the 
Goipel  is  fairly  propofed,.to  believe  and 
embrace  it. 

Let  it  be  particularly  obferved,  that  it  is 
no-where  faid  or  infinuated  in  the  New 
Teftament,  that  thofe  fhall  be  condemned 

for 
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tot  unbelief  who  never  heard  the  Gofpel,  8  E  R  M. 

XXIII 

or  who  n6ver  had  it  laid  before  them  with  l_ «J. 

proper  evidence.  On  the  contrary,  the 
whole  tenour  arid  fpirit  of  Chriftianity 
teaphes,  that  where  there  is  no  lav?^  there 
is  no  tranfgreffton"^  \  and,  that  Jin  is  not 
imputed  where  there  is  no  law.  And  the 
fame  apoflle  afks,  what  have  I  to  do  to^ 
judge  them  that  are  without  f  ?  i*  c.  thofe 
who  are  not  in  the  church*— the  heathens* 
Then  too>  the  noble  declaration  of  the 
apoftle  Peter  marks  a  truly  liberal  mind^ 
penetrated  with  worthy  ,£bntiments  of  the 
juft  Judge  of  all  the  earth :  Of  a  trutb^ 
iaid  he>  /  perceive  that  God  is  no  refpeSer 
of  perfons  I  but^  in  every  nation^  he  that 
feareth  God^  and  worketh  right eoufnefsj  is 
accepted  with  him  J.  In  confiftency  with 
thefe  things,  all  the  paflages  where  threat* 
enings  are  denounced  againfl  unbelievers^ 
muft  be  underftood  of  fuch  unbelievers 
only  as  have  had  light  and  fuU  evidence 
offered  to  them  j  and  who^  from  corrupt 
paflions  and  views,  have  rejefted  it.  Our 
Savioiur's  folemn  declaration  puts  the  mat-* 

*  Rom.  \v.  \y  and  Rom.  t.  13.        f  t  Cor.  7.  12. 
X  AAh  X.  34,  35. 

Vol.  IL  R  ter 
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S  E  R  M.  ter  on  this  footing  alone :  He  that  believetb 
'Xxm,  ^  ^^^  '^^  condemned.  And  this  is  the  condemn^ 
ation^  that  men  love  darknefs  rather  than 
lights  becaufe  their  deeds  are  evil*.  No- 
thing, furely,  can  be  more  equitable  than 
that  thofe  who  have  wilfully  refufed  to 
admit  the  light,  which  would  both  dired: 
their  fteps  and  comfort  their  hearts,  {hould 
fufFer  for  it.  Nothing  can  be  more  awfiil 
than  the  thought  that  we  muft  appear  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  the  righteous  Judge  of 
all  the  earth,  to  receive  a  fentence  of  con- 
demnation, becaufe  we  refufed  to  admit 
into  our  fouls  that  light  which  would  have 
conduced  us  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  to 
immortality  and  glory. 

Before  we  leave  this  part  of  the  fubjefl:, 
it  may  be  of  ufe  to  confider  the  facred 
obligations  we  lie  under  to  judge  accord- 
ing to  evidence,  not  only  on  this  particu- 
lar fubjed,  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  but 
on  all  fubjeds  of  importance  to  the  duty 
and  happinefs  of  mankind.  There  is  the 
more  occafion  for  this,  becaufe  the  prefent 
age  abounds  with  men  poflefred  with  the 

♦  John,  iii.  19, 

fpirit 
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fpirit  of  fcepticifm  and  contradidlion  :  men  S  E  R  M. 

•  XXIII 

who  wantonly  difpute  and  diflbelieve  every 
thing,  without  ever  giving  themfelves  the 
trouble  to  reflet  what  fatal  efFeds  their 
vain  difputations  may  have  on  the  virtue 
and  happinefs  of  many  individuals,  and  on 
the  general  interefts  of  fociety  as  well  as  oa 
themfelves. 

Men  of  this  complexion  and  turn  of 
mind  feem  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  peo- 
ple are  entirely  at  their  libprty  to  think 
as  they  pleafe,  and  fpeak  and  write  as 
they  pleafe^  in  all  matters,  however  ve- 
nerable and  facred,  however  momentous 
and  important.  They  feem  to  lay  it  down 
for  a  principle,  that  they  are  under  no 
moral  obligation  to  think  in  one  way 
more  than  another  on  any  points  whatfo- 
ever.  And  whatever  efFeds  their  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions  may  have  on  them- 
felves or  on  others,  they  feem  to  imagine, 
that  the  only  true  idea  of  thinking  freely 
is  to  think  at  random  ;  to  think  any  how, 
right  or  wrong,  with  or  without  reafon, 
juft  as  their  humour  and  fancy  may  fuggeft, 
and  as  their  ingenious  fophiftry  can  give 
colour  to  things.  Nay,  if  they  can,  by  any 
efforts  of  fubtilty  and  ingenuity,  feem  to 
R  2  them- 
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8  E  i^  M.  themfelves  or  others  to  (hake  the  foaada« 
^  ^  ' .  tions  of  any  of  thofe  dodrine«  which  have 
been  held  in  the  higheft  veneration  by  the 
v^ifeft  and  beft  of  mankind  in  all  ages, 
Aey  value  themfelves  mightily  upon  it, 
and  make  their  boaft  of  it  as  a  great  at« 
chievement  And  thus  they  arc  hurried 
away  by  extravagant  vanity,  or  by  ideas 
of  felf-importance,  and  by  wild  notions  of 
liberty,  into  the  groff^ft  and  moil  perni- 
cious errors; — fuch  errors  as  relax  the 
obligations  of  morality,  and  fap  the  heft 
foundations  of  comfort  to  the  human 
heart. 

Such  perfons  never  condder  that  there 
is  a  mighty  difference  between  true  liberty 
of  thinking,  and  licentioufnefs  of  thinking ; 
between  being  free  from  all  human  jurifdic* 
tion  and  authority  as  to  their  fentiments, 
and  being  free  from  the  authority  ofGod^ 
the  fearcber  of  the  hearts  and  the  trier  of 
the  reins  of  all  the  children  of  men.  Men  may 
not  be  accountable  to  one  another  for  their 
thoughts  or  manner  of  thinking,  while 
they  are  moft  certainly  accountable  to  God 
who  has  given  them  the  faculty  of  think* 
ing,  and  who  has  enjoined  them,  in  the 

moft 
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moft  folemn  and  authoritative  manner,  to  s  E  R  NJ- 
make  a  right  ufe  of  it.  ^^^^^\ 

Much  has  been  faid  about  the  liberty 
of  thinking ;  but  the  facrednefs  of  the  duty 
of  thinking,  or  of  the  moral  condudl  of 
the  underftanding,  hath  not  perhaps  been 
fufficiently  attended  to.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged that  man  is  accountable  to  God  for 
the  ufe  he  makes  of  his  other  powers  and 
faculties;  and  furely  no  reafon  can  be 
given  why  man  fhould  not  be  equally  un- 
der law  and  government,  equally  account- 
able to  God  for  the  ufe  and  improvement 
of  his  underftanding.  That  mankind  are 
under  the  law  and  government  of  God  as 
to  their  aSing^  cannot  be  doubted;  and 
confequently  they  muft  be  under  the  fame 
law  and  government  as  to  their  thinking. 
The  former  will  not  be  denied  by  any  per* 
fon  of  common  fobriety  or  common  fenfe ; 
and  therefore  the  latter  muft  be  granted ; 
and  muft  be  granted  for  this  plain  and  ob- 
vious reafon,  becaufe  our  anions  muft  be 
regulated  by  our  fentiments ;  the  under- 
ftanding  of  man  being  his  leading  faculty. 
For  truth,  or  right  conceptions  of  things^ 
is  the  foundation  of  virtuous  conduct. 

R  3  A» 
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s  E  R  M.       An  ancient  celebrated  moralift  *  aflSrm* 

vvrir 

.  ^  '.  ed,  and  affirmed  with  good  reafon,  that 
virtue  cannot  fubfift,  or  be  fupported,  with- 
out right  or  juft  fentiments  or  judgments. 
Right  principles  are  doubtlefsthe  beft  found- 
ations of  virtuous  practice.  If  our  prin- 
ciples are  wrong  with  refpefl;  to  any  mat- 
ters which  direftly  afFeft  our  moral  temper 
and  conduct,  bur  actions  cannot  be  right ;  at 
leaft,  they  cannot  be  uniformly  right.  Bad 
or  pernicious  principles  ought  to  be  as 
carefully  avoided,  and  indeed  ought  to  be 
as  much  detefted,  or  perhaps  more,  than 
irregular  paffions  and  bad  adlions,  Difor- 
derly  paffions  may  hurry  us  on  to  bad 
adiona  at  particular  times ;  yet  their  bad 
effects  are  only  tranfient,  and  if  our  prin- 
ciples continue  good,  they  will  reaflume 
their  power  and  empire  over  us.  But 
wrong  principles,  pernicious  maxims,  cor- 
rupt the  underftanding,  blipd  the  very 
guide  ^nd  direftor  of  life,  make  the  light 
that  is  in  us  to  become  darknefs,  and  givq 
a  fandtion  to  vice  itfelf.  Thus  wrong  prin«* 
ciples  cut  off  almoft  the  poffibility  of  a 
return  to    virtue;  or  at  leaft  our    retura 

*  Hieroclcf  on  Pytbagoras's  Golden  Verfe^ 

to 
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to  it  is  made  much  more  difficult  than  it  serm. 

Wl  If 

was  before  we  imbibed  them.     For  how  , '_ 

can  we  recover  the  right  path  .when  we 
have  loft  right  principled,  our  only  fafe' 
conduftor  to  it  ?  If  this  be  really  fo,  that 
our  anions  are  directed  and  governed  by 
our  fentiments  and  opinions,  it  muft  be* 
confefled  that  we  are  under  as  ftrong  mo- 
ral obligations  to  think  juftly  as  to  adt  vir-- 
tuoufly.  Let  thofe  then  who  value  them- 
felves  upon  their. free  thinking  know,  that 
they  have  not^  an  abfolute  unbounded  li* 
herty  to  think  any  how^ .  or  in  any  way; 
they  pleafe,  but  a^re  as  xertainly  account- 
able to  God  for  .what  they  think  and^ 
what  they  believe,  as  for  what  they  pra<5tif^«T 
.  The  right  of  priyate  judgment  is  no. 
doubt  the  natural  and  the  noble  privilege 
of  every  man.  But  this  is  only  a  privi-, 
lege  to  think,  to  believe,  and  to  declare,^ 
what  we  are  convinced  isjuft,  true,  and 
important,  in  oppofition  to  all  human  au-, 
thority,  however  refpeftable ;  for  ftill  we 
are  always  fubjed  to  the  jurifdidion  of 
truth,  to  the  empire  of  reafon,  and  to 
the  authority  of  God.  There  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  right  of  private  judgment 
in  oppofition  to  the  truth  and  nature  of 
R  4  things, 
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^|LRM-  things,  or  in  oppoiitioo  to  the  conftku* 
tions  and  appointments  of  Infinite  Wif-»» 
^om,  Lft  UR  bewvc,  therefor^,  ci  think-t 
ing  raihiy,  apd  forming  falfe  judg-r 
meRt8|  under  the  pretence  of  thintdog 
Ireely ;  for  though  our  thoughts  are  free 
with  refjpedl  to  men,  they  are  under  a  law 
to  Gpd.  Let  us  therefore  think  foberly, 
as  we  ought  tp  think,  without  prejudice 
and  partiality,  or  any  undue  bias,  ac- 
cording to  that  evidence  of  things  which 
the  Father  qf  lights,  the  God  of  truths 
hath  exhibited  to  the  view  df  ^11  feir,  can- 
did, ingenuous,  and  honeil  minds.  Let  uq 
pvcr  refle£J:,  with  the  roofl  awful  fcriouf^ 
nefs  and  folemnity,  that  we  are  juftly  ac-i 
countable  to  him  for  the  yfe  and  improve* 
ment  we  make  of  the  rational  powers  he 
hath  given  us,  and.  of  all  the  means  of  in? 
ftrudion  he  hath  afforded  us,  either  by  the 
Jight  pf  nature  or  revelation,  And  parti- 
cularly, when  we  are  about  to  form  judg- 
ments or  principles  that  will  influence  pur 
future  conduO:,  let  us  ponder  theni  ferir 
pufly  }  let  us  compare  them  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  men  of  al| 
?g?^i  with  the  dilates  of  Divine  reve^-? 
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tlon.  For  however  fond  we  may  be  of  out  s  E  ft  m, 
own  favourite  principles,  however  certaia  ,_^|^' 
we  may  imagine  they  are,  yet  if  they  do 
not  agree  with  thofe  ma:^ims  of  wifdom 
which  the  experience  of  mankind  has  efla** 
bliihed,  and  with  thofe  rules  of  condu(f}: 
which  revelation  has  prefcribed,  we  have 
ttnSoti  to  fufpeti  they  are  falie,  and  reft 
Vpon  fome  unfound  foundation. 

What  Solomon  fays  *  of  the  ^ays  or  ac- 
tions of  mankind,  is  equally  juft  when  ap- 
plied to  thtir  principles.  "  jill  the  ways  of 
"  man  are  clean  in  his  own  eyes^^  faith  he j 
^  hut  the  Lordweigbetb  tbefpirits:^  That 
is,  men  from  felf-love  commonly  judge 
their  own  way  of  life,  their  own  courfe  of 
adions,  to  be  right ;  but  the  Lord,  who 
weigheth  the  fpirits,  pronounces  a  very  dif- 
ferent jtidgmentf  In  the  fame  manner,  the 
principles  which  men  form  to  themfelves, 
they  are  sipt  to  conceive  to  be  all  juft  and 
true,— ?-they  are  all  right  in  their  own  efti- 
mation:  but  God,  who  weigheth  the  fpirits^ 
Icnows  that  they  are  frequently  groundlefs 
and  falfe.  Again,  there  is  a  way  tbatfeem^ 
fbe  right  unto  a  man ;  hut  the  ends  thereof 

♦  fror.  xvi.  2. 
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SERM.  are  the  ways  of  death"^;  L  e.  men  will  ap- 
plaud their  own  principles  and  their  own 
condud,  and  make  their  boaft  of  them  as 
if  they  ^ere  the  bcft,  and  yet  in  reality  they 
are  the  worft ;  they  are  fuch  as  lead  down  to 
death  and  deftrudion*  The  conftitution  of 
nature,  the  appointments  of  Providence, 
will  not  be  altered  or  influenced  by  our 
judgments,  however  fond  we  may  be  of 
them,  or  however  certain  and  demonftrable 
they  may  be  in  our  own  imaginations. 

Hence  we  may  learn  of  what  mighty  im- 
portance it  is  that  men  take  care  what  judg- 
ments of  things,  what  principles  they  form, 
relative  to  their  duty,  and  to  the  conduA 
of  life.— Let  every  one  of  us  therefore  con- 
fider,  that  we  are  under  a  law  of  thinking 
as  well  as  of  ading,  and  that  we  are  by  no 
means  left  at  liberty  to  chufe  light  or  dark- 
nefs,  truth  or  falfehood,  for  our  guides  in 
fentiment  any  more  than  in  anions.  And 
indeed,  if  men  were  under  no  obligation  to 
inquire  impartially,  to  think  rationally,  to 
judge  wifely^  and  virtuoufly,  the  moral  dif- 
ferences of  things  would  be   confounded, 

•  Prov.  xiv.  12. 

and 
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and  the  blackbft  vices  might  pafs  for  the  S£RM. 
brighteft  virtues.  xxill> 

As  we  ought  ever  to  a£t  as  in  the  prefence 
of  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  tbq  earth,  v^rho 
will  render  to  every  one  according  to  his 
works ;  fo  we  ought  ever  to  think  as  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fame  unerring  Judge,  who. 
will  judge  us  for  the  principles  we  have 
wilfully  formed,  as  well  as  for  the  anions 
we  have  wilfully  done* 

I  know  fome  will  be  ready  to  objefti  fay- 
ing, That  principles,  fpeculative  principles, 
are  quite  harmlefs  and  innocent  things;  that 
mankind  are  not  at  all  governed  by  their 
fpeculative  principles  of  any  kind.     Here 
we  muft  inquire  what  is  meant  by  fpecula- 
tive principles.    If  by  fpeculative  principles 
be  meant  fuch  opinions,  notions,  and  per- 
fuafions,  as  from  their  own  nature  have  no 
influence  at  all  on  life  and  manners;   if 
they  be  fuch  principles  as  cannot  poflibly 
either  footh  and  encourage,  or  oppofe  and 
contradi£l:  any  of  our  paffions  and  inclina-. 
tions ;    then  it  may  be  acknowledged,  that 
fuch  principles  will  have  little  or  no  effedt 
upon  life.  But  if  by  fpeculative  principles  be 
underftood  fuch  principles  as  have  an  imme-» 

diate 
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S  E  R  M.  diate  reference  to  life  and  a^on^  fuch  prin^ 
ciples  are  not  juftly  ftyled  fpeculative,  for 
they  are  pfa<aical  in  the  ftrongeft  fenfe.  And 
indeed  there  are  many  principles  which  at 
firft  fight  feem  to  have  little  connexion 
ivithpraGice,  which  notwithftanding,  in  the 
courfe  of  their  operation,  and  by  their  con- 
ie<|uences,  aflFeft  life  in  a  very  confiderable 
4egree,  and  fometimes  both  in  a  ftrong  and 
in  an  extenfive  manner.  To  aflcrt  that 
this  laft  kind  of  principles,  which  have 
9  natural  tendency  to  operate  on  the  condud: 
of  men,  have  really  no  influence  on  life,  is 
abfurd  in  itfelf,  and  contrary  to  the  univer- 
fal  experience  of  mankind.  It  is  true,  that 
neither  good  nor  bad  men  aft  always  fully 
up  to  their  principles :  but  there  is  a  mighty 
difference  between  thefe  two  things,  prin- 
ciples governing  the  life  totally  and  uni- 
formly, and  principles  having  no  effed  upon 
it  at  all. 

Let  the  fkme  principles  (of  the  kind  I  am 
now  fpeaking  of),  whether  good  or  had,  be 
heartily  embraced  by  a  thoufand  p^rfons, 
they  will  no  doubt  have  very  various  de^ 
grees  of  influence,  according  to  the  difierent 
tempers,  conftitutions,  and  circumftances  of 

thofe 
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thofe  perfons;  but  they  will  produce  real  SERM. 
(effeds,  greater  or  fmaller,  more  or  lefs,  ha-  .  ^  '  ^ 
bitually  upou  every  one  of  the  thoufand 

People  who  fpeculate  in  retirement,  and 
form  their  opinions  from  philofophical  fub- 
tilties,  without  the  knowledge  of  life,  or  of 
what  paffes  in  the  world,  may,  and  fre- 
quently do,  decide  very  dogmatically,  that 
the  influence  of  principles  upon  condud  is 
nothing  at  all,  or  very  inconfiderable.  But 
all  who  make  manly  obfervations  upon  hu- 
mart  life,  drawn  from  the  great  fchool  of 
the  world,  will  ever  contemn  the  monkifh 
fpeculations  of  fuch  conceited  reafoners,  as 
evidently  contrary  both  to  the  nature  of 
things,  and  to  the  inconteftable  evidence  of 
hiftory  and  of  daily  experience. 

Suppofe  one  perfon  lays  it  down  as  his 
fixed  principle,  ^^  that  all  his  paflions  are 
**  parts  of  his  conftitution,  and  that  there- 
**  fore  he  is  determined  to  follow  no  other 
*^  rule  of  life,  but  to  gratify  whatever  incli- 
•*  nation  happens  to  be  uppermoff — Sup-  - 
pofe  another  perfon  lays  it  down  as  his 
principle^  ^'  that  although  all  his  paflions 
*^  are  parts  of  his  nature,  yet  as  reafon  and 
"  confcience  are  given  him  to  check  and  to 


**  govern 
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S  E  R  M.  **  govern  his  paflions,  it  fhall  therefore  be 
^^^^  ^*  his  great  rule  to  fubje<a  every  pal£on  to 
the  di<aates  of  the  fuperior  powers  of  his 


<c 


nature." 


Again,  fuppofe  one  man  believes,  "  that 
"  his  paffions  are  altogether  irrcfiftible, 
**  and  he  will  therefore  never  try  to  refift 
**  them:'*  and  another  believes,  "  that  it 
**  is  one  of  the  nobleft  powers  and  prero- 
*^  gatives  of  human  nature  bellowed  on 
"  every  perfon,  in  the  exercife  of  which 
•*  God  is  ever  ready  to  affift  him,  even,  the 
**  power  of  commanding  his  paffions ;  and 
"  he  will  therefore  never  be  a  flave  to  any 
"  one  of  them." 

Farther,  one  man  believes  "  there  is  no 
"  after-reckoning^'^  and  another  believes 
"  that  there  is  as  furely  an  aftcr-reckontng 
**  as  there  is  a  confcience  planted  in  his  bo-- 
"  fom,  which  applauds  him  when  he  does 
"  well,  and  condemns  him  when  he  does  ill." 

Now  for  any  one  to  imagine,  that  thefe, 
and  fuch  like  contrary  principles,  though 
never  fo  deeply  rooted,  will  have  no  influ- 
ence at  all  upon  human  condud,  feems  to 
be  too  abfurd  to  Hand  in  need  of  any  con- 
futation.—It  is  doubtlefs  true,  that  few  men 
I  '  ad. 
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ai9:,  perhaps  no  main  afts  invariably,  up  to  S  erni. 
his  principles^But  on  the  other  hand,  that 
man  who  has  either  no  principles  at  all,  or 
who  has  none  but  bad  ones,'  can  feldom  be 
expeded  to  ad  a  right  part.  Light  na- 
turally and  ordinarily  condufts  to  virtue. 
Darknefs,  or  ignorance,  and  falfe  notions, 
condud  to  vice.  M^n's  opinions  and  prin- 
ciples moderate  the  impulfes  and  courfe  of 
their  paffions  in  a  certain  degree.  This 
muft  be  allowed.  The  world  would  not  be 
habitable,  human  fociety  would  not  be  to- 
lerable, if  ideas  of  order,  of  virtue,  and  of 
duty,  did  not  in  a  confiderable  degree  go- 
vern mankind. 

Let  none  conceive  from  what  has  been 
faid,  that  freedom  of  inquiry  is  condemned. 
By  no  means.  Let  us  inquire  into  all  fub- 
jedts  with  the  utmoft  freedom  ;  but  let  our 
inquiries  be  conducted  with  a  faithful  re- 
gard to  truth,  with  candour  and  impartiality. 
The  inquiring  in  this  manner  is  fo  far  from 
being  hoftile  or  deftrudtive  to  true  freedom, 
that  it  is  the  nobleft  fupport  of  i^.  He  who 
thinks  according  to  truth  and  nature,  and 
as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  will  think  and 
fpeak  too,  with  true  firmncfs  and  boldnefs, 

and 
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s  E  R  M.  and  win  iloC  be  afraid  of  Che  authority  of 
^^"^*  men.  He  knows  Aat  the  authority  df  trtith 
ia  greater.  Juft  freedom  of  inqtmy  leads 
to  truth  and  virtue,  the  fined  principles  of 
human  condud.  But  let  us  always  temem<» 
ber,  that  what  frequently  pafles  in  the  world 
for  free  inquiry^  is  in  reality  Ucentiws  in^ 
quiry^  or  rather  no  inquiry  at  alL 

It  defenres  our  particular  attendon,  that 
we  may  reafon  very  juftly  on  many  fciences, 
though  we  have  not  a  fair  and  upright  heart* 
But  in  all  cafes  where  our  interefts  and 
pafTions  enter,  that  is  in  almoft  all  the  af» 
fairs  of  life,  there  cannot  be  correct  and 
juft  judgments  without  a  candid  and  up* 
right  heart.     The  judgment  is  ofieuj  very 
often,  mifled  by  the  paflions  and  defires  of 
the  heart.  The  heart  is  ^Mofometimes  mifled 
by  the  judgments  of  the  underftanding.  So 
that  thefe  judgments  or  principles,  which 
were  influenced  at  their  firfl:  formation  by 
the  pafllons,  when  they   are  admitted  as 
principles  of  adtion,  ferve  to  juftify  the  paA 
fions  to  which  they  owed  their  birth,  and 
to  increafe  their  diforder.     As  on  the  one 
hand,  therefore,  we  (hould  guard  againft 
our  paflions  when  we  are  fettling  our  prin- 

5  ciplcs, 
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ciples,  left  they  (hould  lead  us  to  fettle  SJBRM. 
wrong  ones*;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
fhould  guard  againft  the  efFedts  of  our  prin- 
ciples when  they  are  fixed,  left  they  operate 
back  upon  our  paffions,  and  encourage, 
ftrengthen,  and  enflame  them :  and  thus  it 
appears,  that  to  labour  to  make  our  judg- 
ment juft  and  corred,  is  to  labour  at  the 
fame  time  to  make  our  heart  upright  f. 

To  conclude:  Let  us  always  exercifeour 
underftanding  in  the  moft  cool  and  deli- 
berate mannen — ^Let  us  always  be  afraid  of 
our  inclinations  and  paffions,  as  the  greateft 
enemies  to  truth,  and  as  our  greateft  fedu- 
cers  to  corrupt  principles,  as  well  as  corrupt 
pradices:  and  let  us  therefore  frequently 
lift  up  our  fouls  to  God  in  the  moft  fervent 
prayers,  that  he  may  fend  forth  his  light  and 

*  In  forming  oor  principles,  we  fhoald  beware  alfo  of 
the  ioflueDce  of  vanity.    £x.  in  Hobbes,  l^c, 

f  Monf.  Formay*8  definition  of  virtue  was  not  perhaps 
far  wrong  :  ^*  Juftnefs  of  judgment  applied  to  the  con* 
•*  duft  of  life  and  manners.'' 

Wrong  principles  aded  upon  in  agriculture,  ih  com* 
merce,  manuradures,  or  police  of  any  kind,  never  did 
sor  can  produce  the  intended  efFedt.  The  fame  thing  it 
equally  certain  in  life,  that  wrong  or  falfe  principles  never 
did  and  never  will  produce  folid  happiacfs,  or  even  laftiog 
fame  and  reputattoa. 

Vol.  II.  S  his 
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S  E  R  M.  bis  truth,  that  they  may  lead  us  to  that  mo- 

XXIII  • 

ral  perfedion  and  happinefs,  of  which  our 
rational  natures  are  capable,  and  for  which 
they  are  defigned.  So  that  we  may  be  fit- 
ted to  enter  the  regions  of  eternal  light, 
where  nothing  that  dejikth — nothing  that  is 
a  lie^  can  ever  enter.    Amen. 
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SERMON     XXIV. 


The  neglcdKng  Chriftianity  blamable  and 
dangerous. 


John,  vi.  29. 

Jtfus  anfwered  and /aid  unto  thentj  This  is 
the  work  of  God^  that  ye  believe  on  Him 
whom  he  batbfent. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  on  thefe  words,  I  S E R M. 
ftated  to  you,  that  this  command  to  be^    XXIV. 
lieve  on  our  Saviour  has  been  objeded  to, 
as  an  unreafonable  command  on  different 
grounds. 

I.  Some  have  alleged,  "  that  nothing 
**  can  be  more  unreafonable,  than  xhzX faith 
"  fhould  ever  be  made  the  matter  of  a  Di- 
**  vine  command;  becaufe,'*  fay  they, "  be- 
**  lieving  or  not  believing  is  a  thing  not  in 
•*  the  power  of  any  one." 

S  2  II.  Others 
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S ER M.  11^  Others  again  allege,  "  that  even  fup- 
"  pofing  the  Gofpel  to  be  true,  and  that 
"  Jefus  was  really  fent  from  God,  there 
*'  can  be  no  good  reafon  for  a  peremptory 
"  command  to  believe  on  him :  for,"  fay 
they,  "  it  is  not  a  point  of  duty,  but  a  mat- 
•*  ter  of  mere  indiflference,  whether  we  be- 
"  lieve  in  Jefus  or  not,  provided  we  adhere 
**  to  natural  religion,  and  obferve  the  ftand- 
"  ing  duties  to  God  and  man  which  it  en- 
**  joins.**  Thofe  who  are  of  this  way  of 
thinking  plead  for  themfelves,  "  that  na- 
"  tural  religion  prefcribes  all  the  fame  ef- 
"  fential  duties  which  are  required  by  C3iriC- 
*'  tianity;  and  that  therefore  Cbriftianity  is 
*'  a  matter  of  no  importance  as  to  the  right 
"  and  virtuous  condudt  of  life,  and  thus  oi 
•*  no  importance  to  our  obtaining  the  ap- 
^  probation  and  acceptance  of  Almighty 
«  God." 

The  firft  of  thefe  obje£Hons,  namely,  that 
faith  ought  not  to  be  made  the  matter  of  a 
command,  has  been  already  confidered ;  and 
it  was  then  fhewn,  that  when  the  New  Tef- 
tament  requires  us  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  obvious  meaning  of  that  command  is 
this,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  attend,  with  fair- 

nefs 
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nefs  and  impartiality  of  mind,  to  thofe  evi-  S  E  R  M. 

.  XXIV. 

dences  which  Jefus  exhibited  of  his  Divine 
miffion;  and  that  God,  who  has  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  foul  of  man,  and  who 
difcerns  what  kind  and  degree  of  evidence 
is  fufficient  to  give  convidtion  to  the  un- 
prejudiced, has  a  right  to  require  men  to 
attend  to  that  kind  and  degree  of  evidence 
which  he  knows  to  be  in  all  refpeSs  fuflS- 
cient:  and  if  men,  through  fome  wrong 
turn  of  mind,  or  through  the  prevalence  of 
worldly  paflions,  will  not  attend  to  fuffi- 
cient evidence  laid  fairly  before  them,  they 
muft  anfwer  at  the  Divine  tribunal  for  their 
conduct. 

It  is  become  a  fafliionable  opinion  among 
fome,  that  men  may  be  accountable  for 
their  adling,  but  they  cannot  be  account- 
able for  their  thinking — that  they  may  be 
blamed  for  what  they  pradife;  but  they 
cannot  be  blamed  for  what  they  believe;— 
for  they  cannot  help  their  belief.  It  is  no 
doubt  true,  that  mankind  cannot  call  them 
to  an  account  for  what  they  think  or  what 
they  believe ;  but  it  is  as  true,  that  men*s  way$ 
of  thinking  and  of  believing  are  frequently 
owing  to  their  corrupt  paffions  and  bad  ha- 
S  3  bita^ 
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S  E  R  M.  bits,  as  much  as  their  bad  adions  and  vi- 
^  \.  cious  courfe  of  life  are  owing  to  them. 
And  if  this  be  the  cafe,  they  may  be  aflured 
that  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
"will  call  them  to  an  account,  and  juftly  too, 
for  what  they  think  and  what  they  believe, 
as  well  as  for  what  they  pradtife. — God 
fearches  the  hearts,  and  tries  the  thoughts  of 
the  children  of  men. 

To  which  we  may  add,  that  many  have 
judged  themfelves  on  this  point,  and  have 
lamented  bitterly  the  ways  of  thinking  in 
which  they  indulged  themfelves  during  a 
former  period  of  life.  They  have  found 
their  confciences  condemning  them  for  the 
fentiriients  and  opinions  which  they  had 
exprefTed :  efpecially  they  have  felt  the  deep- 
eft  regret  for  the  influence  they  had  in  in- 
ftilling  pernicious  opinions  into  others.  They 
could  not  help  confidering  themfelves  as 
corrupters  and  deftroyers  of  thofe  very  per- 
fons  for  whom  they  exprefTed  the  higheft 
friendlhip. 

But  without  refuming  any  thing  farther 
of  what  was  faid  on  this  part  of  the  fubje<5, 
I  now  go  on  to  the-Confideration  of  the 

lid  ground  of  objedion  againft  the  com- 
mand in  the  text,  m%.  that  provided  any 
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XXIV 

cording  to  the  beft  didates  of  natural  reli-  ^  ,^ 
gion,  it  muft  be  a  matter  of  no  confequence 
whether  fuch  a  perfon  be  a  believer  in  Chrif- 
tianity  or  not,  even  fuppofing  it  to  be  true ; 
for  that  fuch  a  pradical  believer  in  natural 
religion  will  maintain  the  fame  purity  of 
heart  and  life  that  the  true  Chriftian  main- 
tains, and  will  manifeft  it  too,  in  the  fame 
blameleffnefs  of  manners.  It  is  admit- 
ted by  thofe  who  are  of  thefe  fentiments 
as  a  quite  juft  and  reafonable  thing,  that 
repentance  for  fm  fhould  be  infifted  upon 
as  an  indifpenfable  part  of  real  religion: 
but  they  think  that  there  is  by  no  means 
the  fame  neceflity  for  faith  towards  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  and  that  therefore  there 
is  no  occafion  for  putting  thefe  two  things. 
Repentance  and  Faith,  on  an  equal  footing 
as  the  apoftle  Paul  does,  when  he  fays*, 
that  be  tejiified  not  only  to  the  Jews^  but  alfo 
to  the  Greeks^  repentance  towards  God  and 
faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

All  that  is  farther  propofed,  is  only  to 
offer  fome  confiderations  in  anfwer  to  this 

♦    Afls,  XX.  21, 
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8  E  R  M.  objedion,  and  to  (hew  the  importance  of  be- 

XXIV.       .      . 
%_  -^-  ".f  lieving  the  Gofpel ;  or,  that  it  is  not  a  matter 

of  indifference  whether  we  believe  it  or  not 
I.  In  the  firft  place,  it  may  be  certainly 
doubted,  whether  any  man  can  attain  to  as 
full,  clear,  and  explicit  views  of  all  the  du- 
ties which  we  owe  to  God,  to  mankind^ 
and  to  ourfelves,  and  of  the  motives  to  ex- 
cite us  to  the  pra<9:ice  of  thefe  duties,  by  the 
unaffifted  light  of  nature,  as  he  may  eafily 
attain  to  by  the  plain  and  exprefs  inftruc* 
tions  of  revealed  religion.     It  may  here  be 
afked.  Whether  the  hiftory  of  the  world 
furniflies  us  with  any  one  inftance  of  a  na-* 
tional  religion  which  inculcated  the  whole 
fyftem,  the  whole  body  of  natural  religion 
and  morality,  in  the  fame   fulnefs,  clear- 
nefs,  and  purity,  that  revelation  does  ?  Nay, 
it  may  be  afked,   If  it  is  not  Chriftianity 
alone  which   hath    notified  the   complete 
fyftem  even  of  natural  religion  to  the  world? 
at  leaft,  Whether  the  moft  enlightened  mo- 
dern philofophers  are  not  indebted  to  Chrif- 
tianity,   and   the  light  it   fpreads    around 
them,  for  their  juft  and  clear  conceptioiis 
on  the  moft  important  points  even  of  na- 
tural religion? 
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lofophers  to  eftablifti  the  great  truths  of  na-^ 
tural  religion  with  fo  much  force  and  fatif- 
fadory  convidion  ?  What  is  it  that  renders 
fbem  lefs  fluduating  and  more  fettled  ia 
thofe  interefting  points  than  Cicero  and  the 
other   great  geniufes   of  antiquity   were  ? 
This    difference  cannot  be  accounted  for 
from  the  fuperiority  of  genius  in  the  mo* 
derns   above   the    ancients,   but    muft  be 
afcribed  to  the  more  favourable  circumftances 
for  the  attainment  of  religious  knowledge 
in  which  they  are  placed  ;  that  is, 'it  muft 
be  afcribed  to  the  light  of  Chriftianity  which 
fhines  around  them,   and  enlightens  them, 
though  they  are  infenfible  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  it,  and  ungratefully  defpife  it.     It 
may  be  ftill  further  aiked,  Whether  a  purely 
philofophical  religion,  fuch  a  one  as  philo^ 
fophers  would  frame,  without  any  cxter-r 
nal  forms,  would  be  fitted  to  the  condition 
of  the  great  body  of  mankind  ?  and  partis 
cularly.  Whether  a  religion,  without  a  pub^ 
lie  worfhip,  and  fome  external  inftitutions, 
would  not  foon  be  loft,  and  thus  bring  back 
the  great  multitude  to  a  ftate  of  grofs  ig- 
norance and  fuperftition  ? 

Let 
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S  E  R  M.  Let  fair  and  candid  minds  confider  thefc 
^  ^^^^'  ^  things :  be  that  bath  ears  to  bear  let  him  bear. 
Let  him  think  ferioufly,  whether  God  may 
not  juftly  require  and  command  all  the  fons 
of  men  to  receive  a  Meflenger  from  heaven, 
whom  he  has  thought  fit  to  fend,  with  the 
moft  authentic  credentials,  in  order  to  in- 
ftrud  them  in  the  whole  compafs  of  their 
duty,  and  in  the  way  that  leads  to  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs  ? 

2.  But,  in  the  fecond  place,  let  us  con- 
fider what  Chriftianity  is,  which  we  are  com* 
manded  to  believe ;  it  is  not  a  mere  {pecu- 
lation or  a  fet  of  fpeculations ;  it  is  an  a(3:ual 
plan  of  Providence,  and  a  plan  laid  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world  for  a  very  im- 
portant purpofe ;  even  to  redeem  great  num- 
bers of  mankind  from  the  power  of  ig- 
norance and  corruption,  and  train  them  up 
for  glory  and  immortality,  by  leading  them 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  the  prac- 
tice of  righteoufnefs.  It  is  a  plan  begua 
to  be  carried  into  execution  many  ages  ago, 
and  which  is  ftill  carrying  on  and  producing 
great  efFedls. 

The  chief  lines  of  this  plan  are, — ^That 
the  Word  or  Wifdom  of  God  fhould  be  ma- 
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nifefted  in  human  nature  at  the  time  ap-  SERM^ 
pointed  by  Providence. — That  this  Divine 
Perfon,  having  a  commiffion  from  Heaven 
duly  attefted,  (hould  fully  declare  the  will 
of  God  as  to  the  duty  of  mankind  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  and  aflure  them  of  a  future 
ftate  of  reward  if  they  fulfilled  their  duty 
in  this  life. — ^That  this  great  Meflenger  from 
heaven  fhould  fet  before  mankind  a  fpotlefs 
pattern  of  all  moral  perfedion  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  own  public  life;  and  by 
his  humiliations,  fufFerings,  and  death,  occa- 
iioned  by  his  faithful  adherence  to  God  and 
the  caufe  of  virtue,  fhould  perfe<fl  *  his  cha- 
radier,  confirm  f  his  dodrine,  and  become 
an  all-fufficient  facrifice:}:  for  the  fins  of  the 
world. — That  by  his  refurredlion  from  the 
dead,  and  afcenfion  into  heaven,  he  fhould 
give  the  mofl  flriking  and  fenfible  proof  of 
the  future  refiirre<aion  of  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers to  a  flate  of  immortality  and  glory.— 
And  that  as  a  reward  of  his  confummate 
virtue  and  extraordinary  merit,  he  fhould 
be  exalted  to  the  higheft  dignity  and  honour, 
fhould  become  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  em- 
powered to  beftow  the  pardon  of  fin  and 

•  Hcb.  ii.  10.        t  John,xvm  37.        X  Hcb.ix.26.  28. 
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$  ERM.  all  fpiritual  benefits  upon  fmcere  penitents; 
that  he  (hould  be  empowered  to  raife  the 
dead,  to  judge  the  world,  and  finally  to 
fettle  his  faithful  fubje£ts  in  a  new  heaven 
and  new  earth,  where  righteoufnefs  fhall 
for  ever  dwell. 

This  is  certainly  a  fcheme  of  Providence 
too  important  and  too  interefling  to  man- 
kind to  be  overlooked  and  negle&ed  by 
them.  It  is  evidently,  as  the  whole  tenour 
of  Scripture  teftifies,  the  ultimate  end  of 
this  great  plan  to  promote  the  purity^  the 
perfedion  and  happinefs  of  the  human 
race. — It  is  by  embracing  the  doctrine,  by 
obeying  the  commands,  by  imitating  the 
example  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  trufting 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  promifes  of  the 
Gofpel,  that  mankind  are  to  be  conduced 
to  virtue,  to  glory,  and  immortality.  Thefc 
are  the  means  which  infinite  wifdom  has 
chofen  to  promote  the  greateft  of  all  ends^ 
the  moral  perfedion  and  happinefs  of  our 
rational  and  immortal  part.  Moral  excel* 
lence  is  the  greatefl  thing  in  the  uni- 
verfe;  it  is  the  end  and  intention  of 
the  laws  of  God;  it  is  the  ultimate  inten- 
tion of  all  the  difpenfations  of  Providence 
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and  of  religion;    nay,   it  is  the   ultimate  SJ:rm, 
intention  of  all  the  works  and    ways  of 
God. 

If  then  the  fcheme  of  the  Gofpel  is  the 
contrivance  of  infinite  wifdom  itfeif,  as  an 
efFedual  mean  of  enlightening  and  of  puri* 
fying  the  minds  of  men,  and  of  making 
them  happy  in  this  and  in  a  future  world ; 
if  this  fcheme  is  made  known  to  us,  fup- 
ported  with  unqueftionable  evidence ;  and 
if  we  are  folemnly  called,  invited,  and  even 
commanded  to  attend  to  it ;  then  we  can 
fcarcely  imagine  that  it  is  a  matter  of  mere 
indifference  whether  we  give  any  attention 
to  it  or  not.  We  are  required  to  attend  to 
it  for  our  own  good,  our  greateft  good,  even 
the  promoting  the  purity,  the  perfedion 
and  happinefs  of  our  nature^  To  negled 
it  therefore,  is  to  hurt  ourfelves,  and  to  ob- 
ftrud  our  own  moral  improvement  and  our 
trueft  happinefs.  By  overlooking  therefore, 
or  contemning,  this  fcheme  of  Divine  wif- 
dom, we  voluntarily  defeat  the  kindeft  pur- 
pofes  of  Heaven  for  promoting  our  greateft 
interefts  for  time  and  for  eternity.  Now, 
if  thefe  things  are  fo, — if  the  Gofpel  is  the 
wifeft  and  beft  of  fchemes  for  conducing 
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SERM.  mankind  to  virtue,  to  immortality  and 
glory,  we  fee  ftrong  reafon  for  our  being 
commanded  in  a  very  folemn  manner  to  be- 
lieve in  Jefus  ChrifL  We  fee  a  fatisfying 
reafon,  v^hy  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  is  as  indif- 
penfably  required  of  us,  as  repentance  to- 
wards God.  We  fee  grounds  for  both  be- 
ing required  as  terms  of  acceptance  with 
God.  I  always  mean,  that  it  is  required  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  Gofpel  is  publifhed  with 
fuflBcient  evidence. 

3.  Confider,  in  the  third  place,  that  this 
great  plan  of  the  Divine  adminiftration  is 
quite  independent  of  us,  of  our  opinions 
about  it,  or  our  behaviour  with  refpeiSJ:  to 
it.  It  began  to  be  executed  many  ages  be- 
fore we, were  born,  and  it  is  ftill  carrying 
into  execution;  and  in  the  courfe  of  its 
operation  producing  the  moft  beneficial  ef- 
feds  on  thofe  who  attend  to  it,  and  lay 
themfelves  open  to  its  powerful  influence* 

This  Divine  fcheme  fhews  itfelf  to  be 
wifely  contrived;  for  it  has  adually  fuc- 
ceeded  and  taken  efFedl  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  incredible  multitudes,  and  recovering 
Xhtm  from  darknefs  to  light ^  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God"^.     It  has  relieved 

*  Ads,  xxvi.  i8. 
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itinumcrable  multitudes  of  fincere  penitents  S  E  rm, 
from  the  anguifh  of  guilt,  by  its  full  affu- 
rances  of  pardon  to  all  who  truly  repent.  It  is 
wifely  calculated  to  carry  thofe  forward  to 
pcrfedlion  who  are  already  engaged  in  a  vir- 
tuous courfe,  and  has  been  wonderfully  fuc- 
cefsful  to  make  them  go  on  from  ftrength  to 
ftrength,  till  they  appear  before  God  in  the 
heavenly  Zion.  Nay,  it  has  poured  joy 
into  the  minds  of  many  millions  amidft 
the  greateft  diftrefles  of  life,  and  fupported 
them  with  the  mod  animating  confolation 
at  the  approach  of  death  and  difTolution.—** 
Thefe  are  the  grand  efFeds  it  has  already 
produced ;  and  the  plan  is  ftill  going  on  to- 
wards its  final  accomplifhment.  From  what 
it  has  already  done,  from  the  fignal  revolu- 
tions it  has  already  brought  about  on  the 
ftate  of  human  affairs,  we  have  ground  to 
hope  it  Ihall  yet  bring  about  many  more» 
From  the  prophetic  declarations  of  Scrip- 
ture, we  may  reft  aflured,  that  its  benign 
influences  fhall  at  laft  fpread  over  the  whole 
earth,  and  that^the  light  of  truth  and  virtue, 
under  the  adminiftration  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
ihall  finally  triumph  over  all  the  powers  of 
darknefs  and  of  vice. 

If 
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SE  R  M.  If  thefe  things  are  fo,  then  thofe  who  are 
determined  to  beftow  no  attention,  arid  fhew 
no  refpedt  for  the  Gofpel,  are  not  only  ene- 
mies to  the  great  mean  of  their  own  im- 
provement in  virtue,  and  to  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  their  own  minds ;  but  they  do 
all  that  is  in  their  power  to  thwart  the  wife 
and  kind  defigns  of  Divine  Providence  to- 
wards mankind.  Such  perfons,  by  refufing 
to  co-operate  with  the  all-gracious  inten- 
tions of  Heaven,  do  what  they  can  to  Hop 
or  retard  the  progrefs  of  light,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

But  "  thecounfeloftheLordJlandetbfor 
**  ever^  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all 
**  generations.^^  The  fchemes  of  Providence 
fhall  certainly  be  executed  in  fpite  of  all 
attempts  to  defeat  them.  Men  may  negled, 
may  contemn,  may  ridicule  the  Gofpel, 
with  an  intention  to  make  it  contemptible; 
and  they  may  thereby  hurt  themfelves  and 
fome  few  others.  But  their  utmoft  efforts 
will  prove  vain.  The  Gofpel  will  go  on 
filently,  but  furely  and  effedually,  to  accom- 
liQi  its  great  end  of  bringing  manyfons  to 
glory  under  the  Captain  of  their  falvation. 

4.  Let 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXIV. 


btamablc  and  dangerous.  273 

4.  Let  me  proceed  to  obferve,  in  the  ser^^- 
fourth  place,  That  if  the  Gofpel  be  true, 
then  'there  are  certain  relations  eftabliflied 
by  Divine  appointment  between  our  Saviour 
and  all  thofe  to  whom  he  is  made  known. 
If  Jefus  Chrift  be  really  appointed  by  God 
to  be  the  light  of  the  world,  the  revealer  of 
his  will — to  be  the  great  Mediator,  by  whom 
all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleflings  are  to  be 
conveyed  to  us :  and  if  he  be  appointed  to 
be  Lord  and  Judge  over  all,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father:  if  this  be  fo,  then  thefe  re- 
lations really  fubfift  between  Chrift  and  us, 
whether  we  own  them  or  not;  whether  we 
attend  and  behave  fuitably  to  them  or  not. 
And  not  only  do  the  relations  fubfift  inde- 
pendent of  us,  but  the  obligations  to  duty 
which  grow  out  of  thefe  relations  remaia 
in  full  force.  For  the  duties  arifing  from 
thefe  relations  in  which  Divine  Providence 
has  placed  us  are  as  indifpenfably  due,  as 
the  duties  we  owe  to  a  friend,  benefadlor, 
or  prince,  are  due  to  the  perfons  who  ftand 
in  thefe  refpe£tive  relations  to  u?. 

It  may  be  ftill  farther  obfervcd,  that  we 
are  bound  to  thefe  duties  arifing  from  thofe 
particular  relations,   not  merely  by   pofi- 
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S  E  R  M.  tive   command,   but  by   the   nature    and 
reafon  of  the  thing.  If  Jefus  Chrift  be  con- 
ftituted  by  God  our  great  Inftrufl:or,  and 
the  great  medium  of  communieafion  be- 
tween God  and  us ;   and  if  he  be  confti- , 
tuted  our  King  and  Judge ;  and  if  all  thofe 
relations  be  made  known  to  us ;  then  the 
duties  of  love  and  gratitude,  of  honour  and 
reverence,  of  truft  and  obedience,  are  un- 
doubtedly due  to  him,  whether  they  be  ex- 
ternally commanded  or  not.     And  if  wc 
fail  in  thefe  duties,  it  is  not  a  failure  in  obe- 
dience to  a  ceremonial  precept,  but  it  is  a 
failure  in  obedience  to  a  moral  law.     The 
office  of  Jefus  being  once  made  known  to 
us  as  our  King  and  Judge,  the  obligations 
of  proper  regards  and  proper  behaviour  to- 
wards him  are  plainly  moral^  as  much  as  the 
duties  of  one  man  to  another  are  moraL 
For  the  obligation  arifes  not  merely  out  of 
the  external  command,  but  it  arifes  out  of 
the  oflSce  and  relation  itfelf. — Then  allow- 
ing we  are  really  the  fubjedls  of  Chrift V 
kingdom ;  if  we  ferve  him  faithfully,  we 
ihall  be  confidered  as  his  dutiful  fubjeQ:s ;  if 
we  rejed:  him,  and  will  not  own  allegiance 
to  him,  wc  are  his  rebellious  fubjedsj    if 
7  wc 
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Tve  own  ourfelves  his  fubjefts,  but  live  not  s  E  R  M* 
according  to  his  laws,  we  are  his  difobedient  .^^^\ 
fubjecis. — ^And  to  whichever  of  thefe  clafles 
we  belong,  whether  diredkly  rebellious,  or 
only  difobedient,  we  muft  expefl:  that  treat- 
ment at  his  judgment-feat  which  equity  re- 
quires; we  cannot  expe<9:  to  be  held  guilt- 
lefs.  If  God  has  really  appointed  him  oui: 
king,  our  refuling  to  acknowledge  him,  or 
refufing  to  obey  him,  cannot  in  equity  ex- 
cufe  us,  or  free  us  from  the  condemnation 
which  our  undutiful  condud:  has  incurred. 
The  negleding  or  violating  important  and 
intereiting  relations  made  known  to  us,  can-* 
not  be  deemed  harmlefs  and  innocent. 

If  thefe  things  be  fb,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  it  can  be  a  point  of  mere  indif- 
ference, whether  we  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift 
or  not; — or,  if  we  do  believe  in  him,  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whether  we 
ndt  in  conformity  to  fuch  belief  or  not.  To 
pretend  to  juftify  our  negled  of  Chriftianity, 
by  a  profeflcd  regard  and  adherence  to  na- 
tural religion,  is  in  reality  a  mani&ft  abfur^ 
dity;  becaufe  natural  religion  requires  us  to  ^ 
fubmit  to  God's  authority,  not  only  in  one 
let  of  duties,  but  in  all  duties  where  that 
.    T  2  authority 
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SERM.  authority  is  interpofed.     Now,  if  the  Di- 
>  ^^^*  ^  vine  authority  be  interpofed,  commanding 
us  to  believe  in  Jefus,  it  muft  be  our  duty, 
on  the  principles  of  natural  religion,  to  re- 
verence and  obey  that  command. 

5.  We  may  ftilt  obferve,  in  the  fifth  place. 
That  the  Gofpel  defervcs  a  very  ferlous  at- 
tention ;  becaufe  it  is  a  peculiar  fcheme  of 
adminiftration  under  Jefus  Chrift,  particu- 
larly and  cxadlly  fitted  to  the*  condition  of 
mankind,  confidered  not  as  perfed  and  in- 
nocent, but,  as  in  fa^k  they  are,  flnful  and 
guilty  creatures.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that 
thofe  who  profefs  a  high  attachment  to  na- 
tural religion,  without  any  reference  to  re- 
vealed religion,  leave  too  much  out  of  their 
fyilem  the  confideration  of  the  real  (late  of 
mankind,  as  a  ftate  of  degeneracy  and  cor- 
ruption. They  will  perhaps  fay,  they  do 
not  leave  out  the  view  of  mankind  as 
finners ;  for  it  is  an  article  in  their  creed,  as 
well  as  in  the  Chriflian  one,  that  God  wiU 
be  merciful  to  penitent  finners.  But  ad- 
mitting this,  the  general  dodrine  of  natural 
religion,  that  God  is  placable,  wiU  not  be 
equally  comfortable  to  myriads  of  men,  with 

the  dodtrine  of  the  Gofpel,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
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w  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  s  E  R  M. 
to  give;  repentance  and  renaiffion  of  fins* 
Here  we  are  told,  not  only  that  God  is  mer^ 
ciful,  but  that  there  is  a  ftanding  conftitu- 
tion  under  the  adminiftration  of  Jefus, 
which  was  originally  devifed  for  this  very 
purpofe,  that  the  pardon  of  fin  might  be 
conveyed  in  that  way  which  anfwers  baft 
all  the  good  purpofes  of  the  Divine  govern-^ 
xnent.  According  to  this  Divine  appoint- 
ment, God  by  Cbriji  reconciles  the  world  to 
bimfelf^  and  does  not  Impute  to  mankind  their 
trefpajfes.-^^^  have  here  the  mod  exprefs 
affurances  or  promifes  of  forgivenefs,  by 
which  means  the  Divine  truth  and  faithful- 
nefs  are  engaged  for  us,  as  well  as  the  Di- 
vine benignity. 

To  all  which  may  be  added,  in  the  laft 
place,  the  great  advantage  of  Chriftianity 
towards  engaging  us  to  a  virtuous  life,  de- 
rived from  the  example  of  fuch  a  Mafter  as 
Jefus  Chrift.  He  has  taught  us  not  only 
by  precept,  but  by  example.  He  has  (hewn 
us,  by  every  ftep  of  his  own  condud,  how 
truly  lovely,  how  truly  divine,  a  life  of 
real  virtue  is.  He  has  done  this  by  a  feries 
T  3  of 
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s  E  R  M.   of  fa<SU  well  *  calculated  to  make  an  im- 
preflioo  on  every  mind  that  has  a  proper 
fenfe  of  moral  excellence.   The  highcft  and 
the  meaneft  Chriftian,  by  attending  to  the 
plain  fadis  recorded  with  .the  ntmoft  fimpH- 
city  by  the  Evangclifts,  may  derive  equal 
benefit  or  improvement  finom  the  example 
of  his  Divine  Mailer.     He  will  fee  in  J^us 
Chrift  a  perfect  purity  of  heart;  an  entire 
freedom  from  the  influence  of  jb/t  feafual^ 
the  felfifli  and  worldly  paffions;  nay,  of  aii 
irregular  paffions  of  every  kind;  a  diftin- 
guifhing  excellence  in  itfelf,  as  well  as  the 
beft  foundation  on  which  all  the  adive  vir- 
tues can  be  raifed.     He  will  fee  in  Jefus 
Chrift  a  Angular  candour  and  equity  of  dif- 
pofition  difplayed    in   the    allowances    he 
made  for  the  natural  infirmities  and  blame- 

•  At  this  word  *'  well*'  the  manufbript  fcrmoa  eodt. 
The  laft  leaf  of  it  cannot  now  be  recovered.  Ratber  tlud 
fapprcfs  this  yfeful  and  feafonable  dlfcourfey  or  even  pre- 
font  it  to  the  world  in  a  mutilated  (hape,  the  publilher  has 
made  perhaps  a  prefumptuous  attempt  to  complete  this  lift 
important  particular  re(pe€ling  the  example  of  Chrift  ia 
fome  proportion  to  the  red,  and  to  the  place  in  which  it 
ilands  in  the  difcourfe.  In  this  he  has  followed  Dt,  Leech- 
man's  fpirit  and  manner  of  writings  as  far  as  he  coqM 
catch  it  from  his  other  papers,  where  the  example  of  Chrift 
is  touched.  The  conclufioa  is  a  mere  recapitulation  of  the 
argument. 
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able  weaknefs  df  his  difciples  and  friends.   S  E  R  M- 
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and  efpecially  in  his  generous  forgivenefs  of 
the  injuries  he  received  from  his  enemies.— 
The  kiudnefs  and  benignity  of  1ms  difpofi- 
tion,  his  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  tenderaefs^ 
and  condefcenfion,  are  equally  ftriking.  He 
Went  about  doing  good  with  a  conftant  un- 
wearied activity.  He  laboured  inceflantly 
to  inftru^  to  convince,  to  reform,  and  fave 
his  moft  inveterate  enemies. 

Along  vrith  the  utmoft  fweetnefs  and  de- 
licacy of  afFedion,  he  maintained  a  noble 
firmnefs  and  fortitude  of  foul,  in  bearing 
with  great  compofure  the  moft  unjuft,  the 
moft  provoking  and  cruel  treatment^ from 
his  degenerate  and  ungrateful  countrymen^ 
His  unaffeded,  fervent,  exalted  piety  ap- 
peared not  only  habitual  in  the  calmer  fcenes 
of  his  life,  but  efpecially  in  his  unfhaken 
fidelity  to  God,  to  truth  and  righteoufnefs, 
in  the  midft  of  dangers,  torments  and  death. 
Thefe  things  furely  form  a  charader  of  con- 
fummate  worth,  and  that  Chriftian  muft  ei- 
ther have  a  very  undifcerning  underftand- 
ing,  or  an  infenfible  heart,  who  does  not 
love,  efteem,  and  admire  fuch  a  charader, 
T  4  and 
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s  E  R  M.  and  f€el  feme  ardour  to  follow  the  fteps  of 

^"i-     fuch  a  Mafter.  -    ^ 

Need  I  add,  that  Jefus  Chrift  (lands  forth^ 
in  the  views  of  the  Gofpel,  as  the  great  Ex- 
ample and  Leader  of  his  followers,  not  only 
in  the  pradice  of  all   purity,  goodnefs  and 
piety,  not  only  in  his  confUa  with  the  hard- 
eft  trials  and  temptations  of  life,  but  alfo  in 
his  glory  and  reward.     Upon  account  of 
his  unequalled  worth,  God  has  now  exalted 
him  to  unrivalled  dignity,  and  from  this  ex- 
alted ftation  he  looks  down  and  calls  upon 
his  humble  followers.  To  bim  that  overconuth 
"will  I  grant  to  Jit  down  with  me  on  my  throne^ 
even  as  I  have  overcome  and  amfet  down 
with  the  Father  on  his  throne^.     Now,  it 
is  evident,  that  they  who  think  themielves 
at  liberty  to  give  no  attention  to  Chriftianity, 
depri've  therafelves  of  all  comfort  and  im- 
provement from  the  animating  example  erf* 
fuch  a  Leader  to  virtue  and  glory  as  Jefus 
Chrift. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid  with  feriouf- 
nefs  and  candour,  and  let  it  have  its  influ- 
ence to  convince  you  of  the  reafonablenefs 
and  obligation  of  the  command  in  the  text, 

•  Rev.  ill.  21. 
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to  believe  on  bim  whom  God  bathfent.     If-   SER  M. 

XXIV, 
agreeable  to  his  Divine  ^romiwiffion,  Jefus 

Chrift  ;has  promolgatW  the  whole  body  of 
natural  religion  in  the  gofpel,  with  a  ful-^ 
nefs,  clcamels,  and  purity,  which  no  perfon 
ever  did  before  him. — If  he  has  befides  re- 
vealed an  important  plan  of.  Providence  laid 
before  all  ages,  for  delivering  mankind  from 
the  power  of  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and 
fm,  and  leading  them  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  and  the  pradice  of  righteoufnefs, 
to  glory  and  immortality; — a  plan  which 
has  already  had  the  happieft  efFeds  in  paft 
ages,  is  ftill  going  on  at  prefent,  and  will 
be  fuccefsful  and  triumphant  over  all  oppo- 
fition  in  the  end. — If  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf, 
in  the  execution  of  thefe  blefled  purpofes  of 
Heaven,  bears  real  and  interefting  relations 
to  us,  which  claim  important  moral  duties 
on  our  part,  being  appointed  of  God,  the 
great  Enlightener,  the  Saviour,  the  Lord, 
and  the  final  Judge  of  mankind. — If  he  has 
given  us  particular  and  unqueftionable  af- 
furances  of  pardon  and  grace  fqited  to  our 
real  ftate  of  degeneracy  and  guilt,  and  by 
his  amiable  and  animating  example  leads 
his  faithful  followers  to  virtue  and  glory; 

then 
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s  £  R  M.  then  furcly  it  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference 
^^^^*  whether  we  embrace  or  negleS  this  great 
falvation. — ^It  is  our  duty  and  our  happinefs 
to  obey  the  .Diyine  command  fignified  in 
the  text,  and  delivered  in  a  ftiU  more  illof* 
trious  and  authoritative  manner  by  the  voice 
which  caine  from  heaven,  This  is  ny  beloved 
Son!  bear  ye  bim^ 
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SERMON    XXV. 

The  Neceffity  of  Self-denial  as  the  Found- 
ation of  Virtue. 

[Preached  in  the  College  Chapel.] 


Matth.  xvi.  24. 

Then  fold  Jcfus  unto  his  difcipleSy  If  any 
man  will  come  after  me^  Ut  him  deny  bim* 
felf  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me. 

THESE  words  of  our  blefled  Saviour  s  E  R  M. 
very  plainly  relate  to  the  ftate  of 
things  at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Gofpel, 
when  perfecution^  death,  and  even  cruci- 
fixion, awaited  the  faithful  profeflbrs  of  it. 
With  a  view  to  thefe  fevere  trials,  to  which 
the  firft  difciples  of  Jefus  were  expofed,  he 
here  affures  them,  that  if  they  would  come 
iifter  him,  /.  e.  become  his  faithful  friends 
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SERM.  and  followers,  they  muft  learn  to  deny 
themfelves  the  deareft  pleafures  and  interefts 
of  this  prefent  life,  and  literally  take  up  the 
crofs,  and  fuffer,  as  he  did,  afflidions,  per- 
fecution,  and  death  itfelf,  for  the  caufe  of 
truth. 

But  as  Chriftians  are  not  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things  called  to  fuch  trials,  and  as 
the  precept  requiring  this  higheft  degree  of 
felf-denial  includes  in  it  all  the  lower  de- 
grees which  Chriftians  are  every  day  called 
topradtife,  I  fliall  at  prefent  confider  the 
fubjed  with  a  view  to  fuch  felf-denial  as  is 
required  of  us  at  all  times  and  in  all  cir* 
cumflances. 

Every  one  who  has  attended  to  the  mo- 
rality of  the  Gofpel,  muft  fee  that  the  whole 
tenour  of  the  New  Teftament  reprefents 
watching  againft  vicious  inclinations,  with- 
ftanding  them,ftriving  and  wreftling  againft 
them,  as  a  fundamental  and  principal  part 
of  our  duty  as  Chriftians.  And  furely  every 
one  who  attends  to  the  nature  of  man,  and 
to  his  ftate  in  this  prefent  world,  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  felf-denial  being  thus  placed 
foremoft  in  the  rank  of  Chriftian  precepts 
or  duties,  is  a  proof  of  the  wifdom  and  ex- 
cellency 
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cellency  of  the  moral  dodlrin?  of  the  Grof-  s  E  R  M. 

•  •  XXV 

pel.     Our  blefled  Saviour,  in  whom  dwelt 

all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
has  not  only  difplayed  a  perfedt  ftandard  of 
religion  and  morality  to  the  view  of  his 
difciples ;  he  has  not  only  let  virtue  before 
them  in  all  her  beauty,  majefty,  and  glory, 
to  engage  their  moft  ardent  love  and  higheft 
admiration ;  but  as  he  had  the  fullefl  iniight 
into  human  nature,  as  he  faw  the  whole 
corruption  of  the  human  heart,  its  liableneis 
to  diforder,  and  all  the  obftacles  arifing  from 
thence  to   the  pradice  of  virtue,  he   has 
therefore  inculcated  it  as  one  of  the  firft  and 
moft  important  leflbns  of  his  religion,  that 
we  begin  with  reftraining  and  checking  felf- 
love,  felf-will,  the   love  of  pleafure,  and 
every  irregular  working  of  our  appetites  or 
paffions.   He  perceived  in  the  cleareft  man- 
ner, that  without  habits  of  felf-command 
over  all  our  lower  appetites,  and  over  all 
the   emotions   of  our   paffions;  the  moft 
elevated  and  perfedt  theory  of  morals,  even 
though  held  in   high  admiration,    would 
prove  little  better  than  a  pleafant  but  ufe- 
lefs  fpeculation.     In  treating  this  fubjed,  I 
(hall  endeavour,^ 

L  To 
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SERM.       L  To  fhew  that  no  perfon  can  be  cn- 
^^^' ,  titled  to  the  charader  of  a  truly  virtuous 
and  worthy  man,  or  of  a  good  Chriftian, 
without  the  exercife  of  felf-denial  in  many 
inftances. 

IL  To  point  out  fome  of  the  pradical 
inftrudions  which  flow  from  this  truth.  And 
III.  Remove  fome  objedtions  that  have 
been  made  to  the  morality  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  on  this  account,  as  if  it  were  four 
and  forbidding,  becaufe  it  requires  us  to  re- 
ftrain  our  keeneft  inclinations. 
^  I.  The  firft  of  thefe,  That  no  perfon  can 
be  entitled  to  the  charader  of  a  truly  vir- 
tuous and  worthy  man,  or  of  a  good  Chrif- 
tian, without  the  exercife  of  felf-denial  in 
many  inftances,  will  appear  very  evident, 
if  we  obferve  what  happens  in  cafes  where 
there  is  a  ftruggle  betwixt  the  virtuous  dif- 
pofitions  and  contrary  wrong  inclinations. 
There,  when  the  virtuous  difpofitions  do 
not  prevail  in  the  conflid,  it  is  a  fure  proof 
of  their  weaknefs,  of  the  want  of  real  vir- 
tue in  the  charader,  and  confequently  of 
the  neceflity  of  a  proper  check  or  controul. 
Some  people  may  doubt  the  neceflity  of 
felf-denial  as  an  eflential  part  or  necefiary 
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means  of  virtue,  bccaufc  they  are  confcidiis  S  E  R^M* 
of  good  difpofitions  ftrong  within  them, 
and  becaufe  they  are  confcious  that  they  love 
and  admire  whatever  is  fair  and  generous, 
nay  that  they  feel  thefe  good  difpofitions 
fpringing  up  fpontaneoufly  within  them, 
without  any  effort  on  their  part,  and  with- 
out feeling  any  reluftance  to  overcotne  in 
the  exercife  of  them. 

But  allowing  all  this  to  be  fo,  it  will  not 
afford  any  juft  ground  for  doubting  the  im- 
portance, and  even  the  neceflity,  of  felf- de- 
nial in  the  courfe  of  the  Chriftian  life.  For 
confcious  feeling  of  good  difpofitions,  how- 
ever ftrong,  and  the  admiration  of  virtue  in 
general,  or  of  any  particular  virtue,  how- 
ever high,  are  not  a  fure  proof  that  our  cha- 
rader  and  condu^  are  really  virtuous  and  ac- 
ceptable in  the  fight  of  God.  That  ardour 
of  good  affedions,  from  which  we  are  apt 
to  conclude  that  we  are  undoubtedly  vir- 
tuous, may  be  merely  conftitutional ;  and 
this  conflitutional  warmth  of  temper  which 
accompanies  the  exercife  of  good  difpofi- 
tions, may  alfo  accompany  the  exertion  of 
the  oppofite  inclinations.  If,  for  inflance, 
ctu:  natural  temper  make  us  love  what  is 

virtuous 
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S  PR  M.  virtuous  on  fomc  occafions  with  great  ar- 
dour, it  will  make  us  love  and  purfue  our 
pleafures  or  our  interefts  with  equal,  or 
perhaps  fuperior,  ardour.  In  order  there- 
fore to  give  the  virtuous  difpofitions  an  ha* 
•  bitual  fuperiority  over  all  the  contrary  ones^ 
there  muft  come  in  to  their  aid  a  principle 
of  refledion,  the  authority  of  confcience, 
and  an  exertion  of  refolution,  which  alone 
can  give  them  the  vidory  in  the  druggies 
to  which  they  are  expofed. 

The  virtue  of  a  human  charader  implies, 
in  the  very  nature  of  it,  an  effort  to  over- 
come the  temptations  and  inclinations  to 
what  is  wrong*  This  effort  muft  frequently 
be  vigorous;  and  it  muft  alfo  be  habitually 
exerted  by  the  greateft  part  of  mankind. 
This  is  the  dodrine  of  found  philofophy 
and  of  good  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  If  we  would  be  virtuous  in  the 
Chriftian  meaning  of  the  word,  we  muft 
pradife  felf-denial;  we  muft  mortify  the 
Jlejlo^  with  the  offeElions  and  lujls  thereof 
Nay,  in  the  expreffive  language  of  our  Divine 
Teacher  himfelf  on  another  occafion,  we 
muft  fometimes  cut  off  our  right  hand  and 
pull  out  our  right  eye;  that  is,  we  muft  fome- 
times 


Digitized  by 


Google 


as  the  Foundation  of  Virtue^  £89 

times  exert  very  vigorous  and  painful  adts  S  E  R  M* 
of  felf-denial,  in  order  to  get  the  better  of 
Ibme  darling  inclination,  fome  ruling  paflion, 
or  fome  inveterate  bad  habit. 

It  may  be  further  obferved,  that  not  only 
our  worft  paflions,  but  our  very  beft  affec*- 
tions  frequently  require  to  be  checked  and 
reftrained,  in  order  to  our  adting  the  wor* 
*^y»  generous,  and  good  part.  The  paren- 
tal afFedions,  the  narrower  attachments  of 
the  moft  lovely  kind,  to  relations,  friends, 
and  acquaintance,  are  apt  fometimes  to 
carry  us  beyond  the  bounds  prefcribed  by 
equity,  charity^  and  the  public  good.  Be- 
fides,  a  variety  of  taftes  and  inclinations, 
very  innocent,  nay,  laudable  in  themfelves, 
tnay  be  fo  ftrong,  as  to  hurry  us  to  fuch 
gratifications  of  them,  as  are  quite  incon* 
(iftcqt  with  our  difcharging  faithfully  the 
moft  important  duties  of  life.  Thus  a  tafte 
for  the  fine  arts  and  for  the  elegancies  of 
life  may  feduce  us  into  fuch  a  degree  of 
cxpence,  as  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  ful- 
fil our  obligations  of  the  moft  facred  and 
inviolable  kind  to  our  fiimities  and  relations, 
or  even  to  do  juftice  to  theworid. 

Vol.  11.  U  To 
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s  E  R  M.       To  which  may  he  added,  that  the  whole 
xxv/         . 

ilrain  of  the  expreflions  in  the  facred  writ*- 

ings  on  this  fubje£t  feems  to  fuppofe,  that 
perfeverance  in  holinefa  and  goodnefs  re- 
quires a  continual  adivity,  continual  efforts, 
to  refift  the  innumerable  temptations  to  fin 
to  which  we  are  expofed  in  this  ftate  of 
imperfection  and  mortality. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  there  can  be  no 
fteady  or  uniform  virtue  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  mankind,  without  an  habitual  felf-com- 
mand,  and  holding  a  ftridl  rein  over  a  va« 
xiety  of  inclinations  and  pailions,  which  are 
apt  to  exceed  their  juft  bounds,  and  to  fe- 
duce  us  from  the  paths  of  true  goodnefs* 

But,  in  order  to  prevent  miftakes  or  mif- 
apprehenfions  upon  this  fubjeft,  it  may  be 
proper  to  make  a  few  obfervationSi. 

I.  When  it  is  faid  that  habitual  efforts  to 
refift  wrong  inclinations  are  indifpenlably 
neceffary  in  the  courfe  of  a  truly  virtuous 
life,  this  is  not  fo  to  be  underftood,.  as  if 
the  fame  degree  of  attention  and  effort  were 
neceffary  to  all  perfons,  or  to  the  fame  per- 
ibn  at  all  times.  By  no  means.  There 
may  be  certain  kinds  of  difficulties  to  conr 
quer  in  the  firfl  ftages  of  life,  which  may 
^  afterwards 
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afterwards  be  totally  removed,  fa  tfcat  the   SERM. 

•  XXV 

fame  perfon  may  walk  uniformly  on  at  his 
eafe  in  his  well  chofen  courfe,  without  al- 
moft  any  oppofition  from  difturhing  mdi-* 
nations  within  his  own  breaft,  or  tempta** 
tions  from  without.  But  ftill  there  are  fome 
occafions  and  trials  through  the  whole  of 
life,  in  which  a  perfon  of  the  moft  eftabliflied 
goodnefs  needs  to  fummon  his  ftrength,  and 
look  up  for  Divine  aid  to  afEft  him,  and 
make  him  vidlorbus  in  the  conflia ;  fo  that 
ftill  virtue,  confidered  as  refpeSing  the 
whole  courfe  of  a  perfon's  life,  implies  ob- 
ftrudlions  and  refiftance  to  be  overcome,  at 
leaft'at  fome  particular  times. 

2.  It  may  be  obferved  further,  to  prevent; 
miftakes.  When  it  is  affirmed  "  that  efforts 
**  muft  be  exerted  to  overcome  redftance 
"  from  contrary  paffions,  contrary  habits  and 
"  taftes  in  the  courfe  of  a  worthy  life  ;'*  this 
is  hot  fo  to  be  underftood,  as  if  a  perfon 
could  not  perform  one  iingle  good  a£tion 
without  firft  couquering  fome  oppofition 
from  cont^ry  inclinations.  Byndmeaas.  A 
thoufand  good  adions  may  be  done  .even 
in  the  time  of  life  when  the  impctuofity 
o£  paffidn  is  ftrongeft,  without  offcarin^any' 
U  2  kind 
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SERM.  kind  of  violence  to  ourfelves  at  all.  A  per* 
fon  may  do  many  kind  offices  from  the 
mere  impulfe  of  humanity,  when  no  in- 
tereft  or  paflion  interferes  or  oppofes*  He 
may  make  grateful  returns  for  farours  re* 
ceived  from  the  iimple.  emotions  of  grati* 
tude,when  there  is  nothing  to  obftrw^them* 
He  may  do  friendly  offices  from  the  mere 
influence  of  friendly  afiedions ;  and  may 
do  charitable  deeds  from  the  natural  work-> 
ings  of  compaffion^  when  there  is  no  reluc* 
tance  to  oyercome  at  alL  Thefe,  and  fuch 
like  inftanoesy  may  be  acknowledged  to  be 
real  genuine  ads  of  goodnefs,  right  in 
themfelves,  and  approvablc  in  the  fight  of 
God,  as  the  right  operations  of  his  own 
workmanihip.  Yet  thare  is  Uttle  or  no  me- 
rit in  fuch  ads  of  humanity,  gratkude^  and 
friendfhip :  they  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
excellency  of  our  nature,  which  prompts  us 
to  do  fuch  things^  when  there  is  no  felf-in^ 
tereft^  or  no  temptation  of  any  kind,  to  op^ 
pofe  them4  Thefe  are  eafy  gratifications  of 
our  nat\u:al  afiedkms,  which  coft  us  luxhing 
atalL 

Peilupe  it  will  be  iaid  here,  if  ^s  be  the 

caie,^^  if  a  perfon  does  many  particular  good 

J  adions^ 
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adions  from  the  mere  impulfe  of  nature,  SEltu. 
T^rhere  there  is  nothing  to  overcome ;  and  ^^* 
if  at  other  times  he  be  led  by  the  influence 
of  ungoverned  paffions  to  do  bad  actions) 
yet  ftili  his  charader  may  be  good  upon  the 
whole,  and  he  may  be  honoured  with  the 
title  of  being  virtuous;  becaufe,  on  the 
whole,  he  does  more  innocent  and  good  ac- 
tions than  criminal  ones. 

The  anfwer  td  this  is  obvious,  That  if  a 
a  perfon  only  does  good  and  ads  right, 
when  it  cods  him  nothing  at  all,  and  when 
he  is  under  no  temptation  to  aft  wrong, 
but  habitually  ads  the  wrong  part  when  he 
meets  with  the  flighteft  temptation,  or  the 
fmalleft  oppofition  from  inclination,  fuch  a 
perfon  can  claim  little  or  rather  no  merit  at 
all.  We  might  aj^eal  even  to  the  judgment 
of  fuch  a  perfon  himfelf,  whether  he  de- 
ferves  to  be  accounted  virtuous,  when  he 
never  does  any  one  virtuous  deed  if  he 
feels  the  inclination  to  do  the  contrary. 

To  illuftrate  this  cafe,  let  us  confider  what 
judgment  we  would  form  of  the  filial  duty 
and  obedience  of  a  fon,  if  he  indeed  always 
obeyed  his  father  when  his  father's  com- 
mands coincided  entirely  with  his  own  in- 
U  3  clinations. 
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SERM.  dinations,  .but  always  followed  his  own 
^^^^'  ^  inclinations  when  his  fcither's  orders  were 
contrary  to  his  own  will,  hb  own  humours 
and  paffions,  I  would  alk.  What  proof 
fuch  a  fon  gives  of  filial  obedience,  and  of 
refpe<Si  to  his  parent?  Surely  he  gives  none 
at  all,  and  could  lay  no  claim  to  the  merit 
of  being  a  dutiful  child.  The  application 
is  obvious.  A  man  who  ads  right  only 
when  nature  impels  him  to  do  fo,  but  ha* 
bitually  ads  wrong  when  any  appetite  or 
paflion  folicits  him,  can  have  no  claim  to 
the  charader  of  a  virtuous  man  in  the  judg- 
ment either  of  God  or  men* 

When  it  is  laid  down  therefore  as  a  pofi- 
tion,  that  virtue  implies  adive  endeavours, 
accompanied  with  fome  labour  and  diffi- 
culty, the  meaning  is  not,  that  no  one  par- 
ticular good  ad  can  be  done  without  a 
ftruggle :  but  the  meaning  is,  that  a  cha- 
rader  upon  the  whole,  or  the  whole  courfe 
of  a  man's  life,  cannot  be  virtuous,  without 
many  exertions  of  felf-government,  and 
many  denials  to  gratify  particular  inclina- 
tions and  paffions.  The  word  virtue  feems 
to  be  appropriated  to  human  creatures,  or 
to  a  human  charader.     We  never  fay  the 
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Dcky  is  virtuous,  or  ^ven  that  angels  are  s  E  R  M. 
virtuous.  The  term  virtue  is  employed  to  .  ^^^\ 
denote  the  moral  conduA  of  mankind  in 
their  prefent  ftate  of  trial  and  difcipline  for 
a  higher  one ;  and  in  that  higher  ftate  all 
temptations,  and  confequently  all  ilruggles, 
fliall  ceafe,  and  then  tbejpirits  ofju/i  men 
/ball  be  made  perfeS;  they  fhall  exchange 
the  charadier  of  virtuous  for  the  more  noble 
one  of  perfect  purity  and  goodnefs. 

3.  Another  caution  may  be  neceflary  with 
refpedt  to  what  was  faid  in  the  beginning 
of  the  difcourfe;  namely,  **  that  the  love 
*^  and  adn>iration,  however  high,  of  vir- 
^^  tue  in  general,  or  of  any  particular  virtue, 
"  does  not  conftitute  a  virtuous  charadler." 
This  is  not  fo  to  be  underftood,  as  if  the  ad- 
miration of  virtue,  and  delight  in  the  con- 
templation of  it,  were  not  a  good  thing,  and 
even  one  promifing  fymptom  of  a  worthy 
charaden  All  that  was  meant  was  only 
this,  that  this  admiration  may  be  very  warm 
and  high,  while  the  violence  of  oppofing 
paffions  hurries  men  on  to  adk  a  part  con- 
trary to  that  which  they  are  accuftomed  to 
admire  and  praife;  and  that  therefore  we 
muft  beware  of  relying  upon  this  habit  of 
U  4  admiring 
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SERM.  admiring  what  U  vijrtuous,  as  a  fure  proof 
■  either  that  we  have  already  afted,  or  will 

henceforth  aft  virtuoufly.  Many  (hiking 
examples  might  be  given^  to  demonftrace 
that  there  are  charafters  capable  of  that 
rapturous  enthufiafm  with  which  the  idea 
of  virtue  fires  the  foul,  who  yet,  by  the 
prevalence  of  other  paflions,  are  hurried 
away  to  the  commiffion  of  the  moft  crimi^ 
nal  adions.  But  ftill  it  muft  be  acknow* 
ledged,  that  the  love  and  admiration  of  mo- 
ral excellence  is,  without  all  doubt,  an  ex- 
cellent turn  of  mind,  and  fhould  be  che- 
lifhed  and  cukivated  with  the  greatdl  at- 
tention and  diligence.  Nothing  can  be 
more  improving  to  young  minds,  than  a 
habit  of  contemplating  with  delight  what- 
ever is  fair,  beautiful,  and  virtuous  in  hu- 
man charafter  and  conduft.  Let  young 
perfons  efpecially  indulge  themfelves  in  fuch 
contemplations,  till  they  feel  their  hearts 
quite  captivated  with  the  charms  of  moral 
beauty.  The  mind  that  dwells,  and  dwcUa 
with  pleafure  on  moral  excellence,  muft 
gradually  tranfplant  fome  portion  of  it  into 
itfelf  i  for  we  are  gradually  formed  into 
fome  degree  of  refemblance  of  what  we 

love 
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Jove  and  admircu    But  ftUl  let  us  beware  serm. 
of  concluding  that  we  are  virtuous,  becaufe  ^^^* 
we  admire  virtue  wherever  we  behold  it. 

Laftly  *,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  when  it 
is  faid  ^^  that  virtue  does  not  confift  even  ia 
^^  good  di^fitions,  and  in  a  love  of  what  ia 
^  good  and  worthy  ;*'  this  is  not  fo  to  be  un- 
derftood,  as  if  thcfe  were  not  effential  ingre- 
dients of  a  virtuous  character,  but  only  that 
they  are  not  the  whole  of  it.  There  feem 
to  be  three  things  principally  which  confti-* 
tute  a  virtuous  charai^en  i.  A  real  love  of 
and  zeal  for  what  is  right  and  good,  upon 
its  own  account,  and  as  what  is  ever  agree- 
able in  the  fight  of  God.  2.  A  firm  inten« 
tion  and  purpofe  to  purfue  it  through  life^ 
and  to  adhere  inviolably  to  the  dictates  of 
confcience,  in  oppoiition  to  the  ftrongeft 
temptations  to  the  contrary.  3.  The  main- 
taining an  habitual  empire  over  all  tbofe  in* 

*  Dr.  Leechmtn's  featiiiients  (which  were  alfo  Dr. 
Iteid's)  about  the  importance  of  felf-deniaf^  as  confti- 
tntiog  aa  eflenttal  and  fiindaaaencal  part  of  Yirtite^  bad 
been  mifconar ailed »  and  too  keenly  oppo&d,  in  a  public 
ledare  delivered  bj  another  profeiTorof  the  univerfity ;  and 
though  no  parttcttlai-  reference  if  made  to  this^  it  was  per- 
haps the  ocoiiion  of  the  unufoil  pains  taicen  to  ftate,  tiq* 
dicate«  and  fopport  them  ia  the  prefent  diicoarfe; 
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S  E  R  M  clinations  and  paflions  which  are  the  chief 
^  hiadranccs  of  our  adiing  the  right  part  m 

a  fteady  and  umform  manner*  Let  all  of 
us,  and  cfpecially  thofe  that  are  young, 
be  at  pains  to  eftablifh  and  fix  in  our  minds 
dear  and  ftrong  views  of  what  virtue  is. 
Let  us  always  condder  it,  not  merely  as  a 
love  and  approbation  oi  what  is  good,  but 
be  perfuaded  that  another  and  an  eflential 
part  of  it  lies  in  maintaining  a  firm  refolu- 
tion  to  purfue  what  is  good  uniformly 
through  life,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrong- 
eft  temptations  to  the  contrary. 

The  flighted  reflexion  may  convince 
every  one,  that  virtue  cannot  lie  entirely  in 
the  loving  and  admiring  what  is  nxorally 
excellent.  This  admiration  of  moral  ex- 
cdlence  is  a  natural  principle,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  all  minds  that  are  not  totally  cor- 
rupted. The  diftindlion  therefore  betwixt 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked  cannot  pof- 
iibly  lie  in  this ;  the  diftindion  muft  lie  in 
fomething  elfe ;  namely,  that  the  one  both 
loves  and  praftifes  it,  and  the  other  only 
loves  it.  There  is  no  infeparahle  cpnnec- 
tiott  betwixt  loving  a  thing,  and  being  able 
to  pra^tife  it.  It  is^here,  as  in  the  mechani- 
cal 
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cal  or  in  the  liberal  arts.  A  man  may  be  s  e  R  M. 
a  lover  of  the  fine  arts :  for  inftance,  he  may  ^^^* 
admire  the  beauties  of  the  art  of  painting, 
he  may  fpeak  of  it  in  the  moft  enthufiaftic 
ftrains,  and  yet  may  be  altogether  incapable 
to  handle  a  pencil,  or  give  one  touch.  We  aK 
low  fuch  a  pcrfon  to  be  a  lover  of  the  art  j 
but  we  do  not  allow  him  to  be  an  artiil. 
In  like  manner,  multitudes  of  people  may 
love  virtue,  may  be  able  to  talk  of  it  in  rap- 
tures, to  defcribe  it  in  its  moft  lovely  forms, 
while  they  are  quite  unable  to  pradife  it 
even  in  an  ordinary  degree.  We  may  ad- 
mit fuch  perfon$  to  be  lovers  or  admirers  of 
virtue;  but  we  muft  deny  that  they  have 
any  juft  pretenfions  to  the  charailer  of  vir- 
tuous men.  Let  it  be  underftood  therefore, 
as  a  ftanding  and  fundamental  maxim  in  the 
fcience  of  morals,  that  without  felf-denial, 
felf-command,  and  habitual  difcipline  over 
our  own  hearts,  there  can  be  no  charader 
or  courfe  of  life  juftly  entitled  to  the  ho-» 
nourable  appellation  of  virtuous. 

And  if  this  be  the  cafe,  it  plainly  follows, 
;hat  it  is  an  eflential  part  of  our  Chriftian 
duty  to  exercife  an  habitual  intemal^^^o- 
vernment^  and  to  exercife  it  in  the  moft  ex- 
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SER  M.  tenfirc  manner.     We  are  apt  to  give  a  very 
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confined  meaning  to  the  term,  as  if  it  ex- 
prefledonljthe^w^r  of  moderating  the  Tal- 
lies of  the  particular  paflion  of  anger.  But 
every  one  who  thinks  juftly  muft  be  con- 
vinced, that  its  true  meaning  is  much  more 
extenfive,  comprehending  a  power  of  com- 
manding or  checking  all  the  defires,  imagi- 
nations, and  all  the  more  fecret  workings  of 
our  hearts.  Every  emotion  which  needs  to 
be  fobjeded  to  the  (tiredion  of  reafon,  and 
the  authority  of  confcience,  is  a  proper  ob- 
je<fi  of  this  internal  government.  All  im- 
moderate defires  of  wealth,  of  reputation, 
of  pkafure;  all  exceffive  keennefs  for  amufe- 
mcnts  and  entertainments;  even  thofe 
which,  when  kept  within  juft  bounds,  are 
innocent  in  themfelves,  muft  be  checked 
and  reftrained  when  incompatible  with  true 
virtue:  but  cfpccially  all  the  irregular  mo- 
tions rf  the  felfifh  paffions,  pride,  ambition, 
rcfentment,  envy,  and  ill-will,  muft  be  fup- 
prefled.  All  propenfities  to  fufpicion,  jea- 
loufy,  fear,  where  there  is  no  juft  caufe  or 
objeft,  ought  to  be  watched  over  and  bom 
down. 
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Further  ftill,  this  fclf-government  extends  s  £  R  M. 
to  the  keeping  the  beft  affedions  of  our  na- 
ture as  well  as  the  word  under  a  proper  dif- 
cipline;  for  the  very  beft  arc  liable  to  ex- 
cefTes,  and  in  that  ftate  become  hurtful  and 
injurious,  and  confequentij  become  crimi- 
nal  and  vicious  in  a  high  degree.  Natural 
affedion  to  parents  or  children,  to  near  re- 
lations ;  nay  fiiendfhip,  compafBon,  love  of 
the  public,  frequently  ftand  in  need  of  the 
rein.  The  ardour  of  thefe  focial  difpofitions 
rifes  too  high  in  many  cafes,  fo  that  they 
blind  the  judgment,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
their  operation  produce  the  groITeft  partia*-^ 
lity,  the  moft  groundlefs  ill-wiU,  and  the 
higheft  injuftice  to  the  interefts  and  reputa- 
tion of  others,  who  do  not  ftand  coaneded 
with  us  in  the  fame  manner.  Further,  though 
nothing  is  more  amiable  and  engaging  than 
an  open  and  frank  difpofition,  yet  this  may 
exceed  its  juft  bounds,  and  muft  be  kept 
under  control,  left  it  betray  us  to  be  fo  un* 
faithful  as  to  reveal  the  fecrets  of  others, 
or  fo  imprudent  as  to  discover  our  owiu 
All  thefe,  and  many  other  particulars  which 
might  be  mentioned,  are  included  in  the 
juft  idea  dijc^-govemnunt.    As  this  is  fuch 
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SERM.  a  main  branch  of  virtue,  let  us  make  it 
our  ftudy  to  underftand  it  in  its  full  com- 
pafs  and  extent ;  for  unlefs  we  conceive  of 
it  in  this  enlarged  meaning;,  we  cannot  put 
it  in  practice  to  the  beft  purpofe. 

The  conclufion  from  all  that  has  been  faid 
is  this,  That  it  is  not  merely  the  natural 
good  difpofitions,  however  ftrong;  it  is  not 
the  love  and  admiration  of  virtue,  however 
high,  that  will  conftitute  a  virtuous  cha- 
jader ;  but  there  muft  be  along  with  thefc 
an  enlightened  and  firm  intention  to  a£t  the 
virtuous  part,  and  a  fteady  command  over 
all  taftes,  appetites,  paillons,  and  habits, 
which  have  a  contrary  tendency :  then,  and 
then  only,  the  virtuous  difpofitions  can 
have  an  habitual  afccndency  over  the  heart 
and  life. 

,.  Perhaps  it  will  be  obje£ked, "  How  is  this 
confident  with  the  do(Srine  of  our  Saviour, 
who  places  the  whole  of  virtue  in  right  af- 
fediions  alone?  For  he  has  fummed  up  hb 
morality  in  the  two  great  commandments, 
of  loving  the  Lord  our.God  with  all  our 
hearts,  and  with  all  our  foul,  with  all  our 
ilrength,  and  with  aU  our  mind;  and  in 
loving  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves :  and  he 

has 
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has  told  us,  that  on  thefe  two  cpmmind-  SERM. 
tnents  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets  *•  ,  ^^^" 
Love  of  excellence,  of  p^rfefl:  excellence^ 
is  all  eafe,  gentlenefs,  fweetnefs*      Jt  re* 
quires  no  labour,  effort,  or  reftraint  of  any 
kind/' 

In  anfwer  to  this  let  it  be  obfenred,  that 
both  of  thefe  commandments,  when  juftly 
underftood,  include  in  them  that  very  felf- 
-denial  and  difcipline  over  the  iiregular 
paiiions  for  which  we  are  pleading.  For 
the  loving  of  God  with  all  our  hearts,  ac- 
cording to  the  Scripture  meaning  of  the  ex- 
prefTion,  and  alfo  in  the  nature  of  the  things 
implies  not  only  that  we  fed  the  fentiment 
of  love  to  God;  not  only  that  we  think  of 
the  Divine  perfedlions  and  all-pcrfe<3:  go- 
vernment with  pleafure,  and  that  the  con- 
templation of  them  fills  us  with  joy ;  not 
only  that  we  defire  the  Divine  approbation 
and  favour  above  all  things. — But  befides 
thefe  things,  the  loving  of  God  with  all 
our  hearts  implies,  that  this  facred  affedion 
engages  us  to  yield  a  fidcere  and  willing 
obedience  to  all  his  commandments ;  and 
that  this  defire  to  obey  his  commandments 
^  Matth.  xxii.  37»  38,  39^  40. 

is 
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SERM.  is  fo  ftrong  and  powerful,  that  no  human 
^^*^  confidcrations  can  prevail  upon  us  to  tranf- 
grcfs  them.  Obedience  is  fuch  a  principal 
part  of  that  firft  great  briinch  of  virtue,  that 
the  Apoftle  John  afferts  in  the  moft  cxprefe 
terms,  T!bis  is  the  love  ofGcdy  that  we  keep 
his  commandments  * —Without  this  no  pre- 
tences to  the  love  of  God  defervc  the  name* 
Now  it  is  evident,  that  the  loving  of  God 
in  this  fenfe  neceffarily  fuppofes,  that  the 
authority  of  reafon  and  confcience  muft  be 
habitually  interpofed,  to  keep  all  thcfe  ap- 
petites and  pafiions  in  full  fubjedion,  which 
would  lead  us  into  a  negleS  ot  tranfgref- 
fion  of  any  of  his  commandments,  all  of 
which  arc  hdy,  juft,  and  good. 

In  like  manner,  to  love  our  neighbours 
as  ourfelvcs,  implies  not  only  that  we  cul- 
tivate a  fincerc  good-will  to  them,  but  that 
we  adually  treat  them  with  that  equity, 
candour,  and  humanity,  with  which  we 
would  think  it  juft  or  reafonable  they  Ihould 
treat  us,  were  we  in  their  drcumftances  and 
they  in  ours.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  fuch 
an  equitable,  ^^^^  and  humane  temper 

♦  i  Eph.  V.  3. 
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and  treatment,  cannot  be  habitually  exer-  s  E  R  M. 
cifed  toward  our  neighbours,  without  hold- 
ing a  ftria  rein  over  that  felf-love,  felf-will, 
and  felf-intereft,  which  incline  us  to  prefer 
ourfelves  to  others,  and  which  dcftroy  that 
equity  of  difpofition,  without  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  do  to  others  what  we  would 
feel  to  be  due  to  ourfelves  in  their  circum-- 
ftances. 

Thus  then  it  appears  manifeft,  that  the  two 
great  commandments  of  love  to  God  and  love 
to  mankind,  which  contain  the  fum  of  the 
morality  of  the  Gofpel,  include  in  the  very 
nature  of  them  the  exercife  of  felf-denial* 
Love  not  the  world^  nor  the  things  that  are 
in  the  worlds  fays  the  Apoftle  John*;  for  if 
any  man  love  the  world^  (he  love  of  the  Far^ 
ther  is  not  iff  him. 

Let  us  then  accuftom  ourfelves  in  the 
early  periods  of  life  not  only  to  cultivate 
every  pious,  friendly,  and  worthy  difpofi- 
tion, but  to  put  forth  our  whole  ftrength 
in  reftraining  thofe  imaginations,  defires, 
and  paffions,  which  are  apt  to  prevail  over 
all  the  finer  afiedions  of  our  nature.     Let 

*  I  Epift.  ii.  15. 
VOU  U.  X  U3 
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S  £  R  M.  U8  maintain  a  perpetual  conflid  vrith  thofe 
lufts  which  war  againft  the  foul.  Let  u« 
acquit  Gurfelves  like  men  and  be  ftroog. 
Let  us  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  fo 
that  we  may  finifh  our  courfe  with  joy, 
and  attain  that  crown  of  righteoufnefS| 
which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  ihall 
give  at  the  gr^at  day  to  all  thc^e  who 
wait  for  his  fecopd  and  glorious  appear* 
ance* 
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SERMON     XXVL 


Pradiod  Leflbns  to  the  Young,   founded 
on  the  Neceffity  of  Self-deniaL 

[Preached  in  the  College  Chapel.] 


Matth*  xvi.  24. 

Then  /aid  Jejus  unto  bis  difciplesy  If  any 
man  will  come  ajier  me^  let  bim  deny  bim-^ 
filf  and  take  up  bis  crofs  and  follow  me. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  from  thefe  words  s E R M, 
of  our  blefled   Saviour,   it   was  pro-     ^^vi. 
pofed, 

I.  To  fliew  that  no  perfon  can  be  juftly 
entitled  to  the  chara<aer  of  a  truly  virtuous 
and  worthy  man,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  charader  of  a  good  Chriftian,  without 
the  exercife  of  felf-denial  in  many  inftances. 
This  was  illuftrated  at  fufficient  length :  and 
I  now  proceed,  as  was  then  propofed, 

X  2  II.  To 
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S  E  R  M.       11.  To  point  out  fome  important  prac-^ 
.     ^   \  tical  leflbns  to  be  learned  from  this  docr- 
trine.     And  here,  in  the 

Firft  place,  Let  us  be  upon  our  guard,  left 
we  flatter  ourfelves  with  a  fond  but  falfe 
perfuafion,    that   our   charadler    is    good, 
worthy,   and   acceptable  to  God,   merely 
becaufe  we  frequently  feel  good  difpoiitions 
ftirring  in  our  bofoms;  and  becaufe  we  are 
confcious  that  we  love,  nay  that  we  ad- 
mire, whatever  is  virtuous  and  praife-wor- 
thy :  for  furely  thefe  fair  appearances  may 
be  found  in  perfons  who  indulge  themfelves 
in  fuch  gratifications,  and  in  fuch  adHons 
as  are  altogether  incompatible  with  a  truly 
virtuous  character.     It  is  a  common,  but 
it  is  a  very  delufive,  nay  a  very  dangerous 
perfuafion,  that  virtuous  practice  will  fol- 
low of  courfe,  wherever  good  difpoiitions 
operate  in  the  breafl,  and   wherever  the 
beauty  of  moral  excellence  ftrikes  the  ima- 
gination and  fills  the  heart  with  delight* 
Thefe  things  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are 
great  helps  to  virtuous  pradice;  but  they 
are  not  fecurities  for  it.     The  leaft  reflec- 
tion may  fatisfy  us,  that  the  tendency  of 
good  difpofitions  and  a  warm  love  of  vir- 
tue 
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tue  may  be  overcome,  nay  frequently  is  SERM. 
overcome,  by  the  ftrerigth  of  oppofmg 
paffions.  And  eviery  one  who  has  ob- 
ferved  human  life,  muft  be  fenfibic  that 
there  are  men  to  be  found  who  fpend  many 
years,  perhaps  the  greateft  part  of  their 
lives,  in  pleafmg  inquiries  and  delightful 
fpeculations,  about  the  perfeSions,  the  pro- 
vidence, the  moral  government  of  God, 
and  about  all  the  various  and  beautiful 
forms  in  which  virtue  appears  in  the  lives 
of  the  greateft  and  beft  of  mankind  j  and 
yet  thefe  very  perfons  continue  all  their 
lives  the  moft  abfdlute  flavcs  to  the  meaneft 
and  worft  of  paffions. 

Thus  we  can,  not  only  conceive  it  a  pof- 
fible  thing,  but  find  real  iuftances  in  life,  of 
men  who  can  form  the  higheft  ideas  of 
friendfhip  in  fpeculation,  and  defcribe  the 
offices,  the  excellencies,  and  advantages  of 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fliall  ftrcngly  ftrike 
thofe  who  hear  and  read  them,  while  yet 
thefe  very  perfons  are  altogether  incapable 
of  thofe  difmterefted  adtions  which  alone 
can  prove  them  to  be  real  friends.  Let  us 
therefore  beware  of  this  fource  of  felf-de- 
ceit.  Let  us  hold  it  as  a  maxim  juftified 
X  3  by 
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S  E  R  M.  by  experience,  that  it  is  a  much  eafter  mat* 

XXVI 

^  -^,^  ter  to  form  the  highcft  ideas  of  the  excel* 
lence  of  any  virtue,  than  to  prat^fe  that 
virtue  even  in  an  ordinary  and  low  de* 
gree. 

If  it  fhould  here  be  a&ed.  How  then 

muft  we  try  the  certainty  or  the  jitftnefs  of 

that  favourable  judgment  whkh  we  are  apt 

to  pronounce  upon  ourfelves  ?  How  fhaU 

we  know  whether  we  are  really  influenced 

by  thofe  good  di^)ofitions  which  we  feel 

operating  within  us,  add  whether  we  are 

really  policed  of  thofe  virtues  which  we 

ace  confcious  we  love^  admire^  and  |^aife  ? 

Why,  the  only  fure  rtiethod  <^  briftgiog 

this  queflion  to  a  f&ir  deciilon  is,  to  obferve 

how  we  i^ally  aft  in  cafes  wheffe  there  is 

a  competition  beCwixt  our  virtuous  prin* 

dplei,  and  fome  oppofite  inclinations  fup* 

ported  by  prefent  tempting  circtimftances. 

If  we  would  know  other  men  thoroughly,  we 

mufl  not  only  hear  them  fpeak,  or  exprefs 

their  fentiments,  but  we  muft  obferve  whe« 

ther  they  aGt  right  in  cafes  where  they  arc 

lander  fome  temptations  to  aft  wrong. 

In  order  to  illuftrate  this  pradical  point 
which  has  the  moft  extentive  influence 

on 
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bn  the  whole  of  human  life,  Jet  us  ftate  S  £  R  M« 
foAe  cafes.  ^^ 

Let  tis  fuppoTe  there  is  here  a  youth  of 
good  difpofitions,  a  profefled  admirer  of  ge« 
ncrofity,  and  a  hater  of  every  thing  little 
and  fel£iih*  But  he  has  never  ferioufly 
refleded,  that  k  is  one  thing  to  admin 
virtue,  and  talk  of  it  in  the  moft  rapturous 
ftrains;  and  a  quite  different  thing  xxsprac^ 
tife  it  in  real  life,  wherever  he  has  the  power 
and  opportunity.  L^  us  further  fuppofe, 
that  a  &ir  opportunity  prefents  itielf  to  this 
generous  young  man,  of  doing  fome  kihd 
ai»d  friendly  office  to  a  perfon  of  real  merit, 
or  of  reiieving  a  deferving  perfon  from 
great  diftrefs;  but  at  that  very  time  his 
heart  is  fet  upon  fome  favourite  fcene  of 
amufement  and  pleafure;  and  without  fa* 
crificing  his  love  of  pleafure,  he  cannot  per«> 
form  the  generous  deed.  His  finances  per- 
haps <:annot  afford  both;  or  the  time  of 
doing  the  kind  office  interferes  with  the 
time  of  enjoying  his  darling  pleafure.  Well, 
he  determines  to  gratify  bis  inclination  to 
the  pkafure.  Where  b  now  his  boafted 
generoiity  ?  He  cannot  deny  himfeif  a  fiew 
hours  of  fleeting  pleafure  to  doafufaftantlal 
X  4  good 
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SERM.  good  office,  which  would  have  yielded  hint 
.  ^^^\  a  moft  durable  fatisfadion.  But  in  his  own 
opinion  he  is  generotis  ftill ;  his  felf-love 
pleads  his  caufe,  and  ofiers  many  arguments^ 
which  fatisfy  himfelf  that  he  is  truly  ge- 
nerousy  notwithflanding  he  is  unable  to 
refign  his  keen  tafte  for  mere  pleafure  in 
any  inftance,  in  order  to  perform  the  beft 
actions*  But  this  is  manifeft  partiality  to 
himfelf;  it  is  a  falfe  judgment;  he  is  ge- 
nerous indeed  in  imagination  and  in  words^ 
but  in  adion  and  real  condud  he  is  cer- 
tainly felfifh. 

Again,  it  may  be  further  obferved  upon 
this  fubjed,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  meet  with  perfons  in  whom  good  diipo- 
fitions  feem  to  prevail,  who  are  compailion-- 
ate  and  kind,  who  fly  to  the  relief  of  dif- 
trefs,  and  do  many  adions  truly  generous ; 
and  yet  on  other  occafions  thefe  fame  per- 
fons difcover,  one  would  think,  a  total  want 
of  fairnefs,  candour,and  equity  of  mind,  info- 
much  that  they  will  obftinately  refufe  to  do 
juftice  in. cafes  where  their  intereft,  even  in 
very  fmall  matters,  or  when  their  humours 
and  paffions  are  concerned.  Now,  how 
are  fuch  charaders  to  be  accounted  for, 

which 
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%hich  feem  to  be  fo  inconfiftent?  Gdod  SERM,. 
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difpofitions,  capable  of  really  difinterefted, 
humane,  and'  friendly  offices,  and  yet  the 
pcrfons  poffefled  of  them  often  very  defec- 
tive ia  fairnefs  and  equity  of  mind.  Why, 
the  only  account  that  can  be  given  of  fuch 
ioconfiilencies  feems  to  be  this;  that  fuch 
perfons  are  endowed  by  the  Father  of  fpl- 
rits  with  good  aflfedions,  which  are  natu- 
rally ftrong  and  vigorous ;  but  then  they 
have  beftowed  no  culture  upon  their 
hearts;  they  have  neglected  to  exercife 
that  felf-difcipline  which  would  have  fub- 
dued  their  felf-love  and  fclf-will;  and,  by 
this  negleA,  thofe  felfifli  paiHons  continue 
headftrong,  and  prevail  over  them :  fo  that 
when  you  look  at  them  on  many  occafions, 
you  cannot  deny  that  they  are  kind  and 
even  generous;  and  yet  on  many  other  oc- 
cafions you  cannot  allow  them  even  to  be 
jujl.  Such  charafters,  whatever  good  qua- 
lities, whatever  excellencies  they  poflefe, 
muft  be  confidered  as  children  in  virtue. 
They  need  yet  to  be  taught  one  of  the  firft 
and  greateft  leflbns  of  Chriflianity,  to  deny 
themfelves. 

But 
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s  erM.  But  let  tis  flatc  anod)«  cafe  {ot  the  far- 
ther aiuftration  of  the  fubjed ;  vi%.  the  ne* 
ceffity  and  importance  of  fdf*deniaL~*Lct 
us  fuppofe  a  perfon^  who,  in  fuivcyiog  fais 
own  heart,  feels  very  warm  and  lively  fim- 
timents  of  gratitude  ftirring  within  him; 
and  who  is  confcious  too,  that  he  admires 
gratitude,  as  an  amiable,  an  excdient,  and 
moft  delightful  emotion  of  foul ;  who  ab- 
hors ingratitude  as  the  moft  odious  of  vices, 
and  wherever  he  obferves  it  in  others,  looks 
upon  it  as  the  fureft  mark  of  a  wortUeab 
and  abandoned  charaden  Wdl  dien,  let 
us  fmher  fuppofe,  that  this  perfon,  diis 
lover  and  admirer  of  gratitude,  is  entreated 
by  a  parent  or  a  particukr  friend,  to  j^ve 
up  ibmc  patty  of  pleafure^  or  to  do  fome- 
iMng  that  thwarts  his  &vourite  inclinations : 
and  thcmgh  this  requeft  is  a  freih  inftance 
of  the  wann  concern  of  the  parent  or  friend 
for  bis  beft  intercfts,  yet  he  obftinately  re- 
fufes  to  liOen  to  it,  and  goes  on  to  indulge 
his  darlii^  paffion,  in  ^ice  of  the  moft 
tcfiflder  remonftrances  to  the  contrary. 

May  we  not  aft:,  Whcce  is  w)w  his  ad- 
mired virtue  of  gratitude?    Though  he 

fancies 
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fancies  himfelf  poflefled  of  it^  he  is  really   SERM. 
rtotally  void  of  lU 

And  indeed  nothing  is  more  common  bk 
life  than  to  meet  with  men,  who  would  think 
you  did  them  the  higheft  injuftice  if  yom 
called  their  gratitude  in  queftion ;  and  yet 
from  mere  indolence,  from  love  of  amufe- 
inent,  or  the  keen  purfuit  of  fome  favourite 
objeft  of  no  importance,  thefe  very  men 
ihall  decline  the  faireft  opportunities  of  tcf- 
tifying  their  gratitude  to  undoubted  bene- 
faftors,  by  doing  obliging  things  which 
would  coft  them  very  flight  facrifices.  But 
fuch  perfons,  whatever  profeffions  they 
may  make  of  admiring  gratitude,  or  what- 
ever fentiments  they  may  really  feel,  muft 
in  a  juft  eftimation  of  things  be  ranked  in 
the  clafs  of  the  ungrateful. 

Let  us  go  on  to  give  one  inftance  more 
for  the  illuftration  of  our  chief  point,  the 
iieceffity  of  felf-dcnial.  Every  one  fcnowrf, 
that  fortitude  or  firmncfs  of  mind  in  ad- 
hering to  what  is  right  and  good,  in  fpit« 
of  all  oppofition  or  temptation  to  the  coa* 
trary,  is  juftly  ranked  among  the  cardinal 
virtues.  Every  one  admires  this  noble  vir- 
tue.    Every  one  wifhes  to  be  polTeflcd  cff 

5  i^J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXVI. 


^l6  Pradlicdt  Ltjfons  to  the  Touhg^ 

S^ERM,  it;  for  who  would  not  take  it  for  the  higheft 
affront  to  be  reckoned  deficient  in  fortitude, 
or  to  be  regarded  as  a  coward. 

Now,  according  to  the  grand  rule  laid 
down,  let  us  try  our  own  pretenfions  to 
this  manly  and  noble  virtue,  not  by  our 
fentiments  about  it,  but  by  our  adions, 
when  occafions  prefent  themfelves  of  ex- 
erting it.  And  let  us  carry  along  with  u& 
the  true  idea  of  this  virtue,  namely,  that 
it  is  an  unalterable  adherence  at  all  times, 
in  all  companies,  and  on  all  occafions,  to 
the  virtuous  and  worthy  part. 

Suppofe  then  an  amiable  youth,  of  good 
fenfe,  of  virtuous  difpofitions,  and  uncor- 
rupted  principles,  folicited  by  his  compa- 
nions to  join  in  fome  fafhipnable  folly  or 
fome  fafhionable  vice.  He  refifts,  we  fhall 
fuppofe,  at  firfl,  all  folicitations,  and  refifts 
from  real  principle.  Upon  this  he  is  threat- 
ened; he  is  told  he  muft  comply;  that  he 
will  not  be  allowed  to  break  good  company. 
Immediately  his  manhood  is  roufed;  and 
he  {hews  that  he  is  determined  to  run  all 
hazards,  rather  than  aft  contrary  to  the 
judgment  of  his  own  mind.— So  far  his  be- 
haviour bears  the  marks  of  true  fortitude. 
7  But 
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But  at  another  time  he  is  attacked  by  the   s  E  R  M^ 
fame  perfons,  or  perfons  of  the  fame  (lamp, 
in  a  diflferent  manner.    Proper  preparation? 
are  made;  wit  and  raillery  are  employedj^ 
intermixed   with    ftrong    expreffions  and 
marks  of  efteem  for  his  perfon  and  com- 
pany.    His  principles,  however,  are  ridi- 
culed, and  made  the  jeft  of  the  company* 
The  loud  laugh  is  raifed  againft  them. — He 
is  unable  to  ftand  this  kind  of  battery.     He 
yields,  but  yields  with  reluSance,  and  thus 
he  i^  hurried  away  into  folly  or  vice,  or 
both.     Still   his  judgment  is   on  the  fide 
of  wifdom  and  virtue ;  fomething  within 
him  whifpers  that  he  is  wrong;  but  yet  he 
is  overcome.     Where  is  now  his  former 
fortitude  and  refolution?   Where  is  now 
that  manly  adherence  to  the  virtuous  and 
worthy  pj^rt  in  fpite  of   all   temptations, 
which  he  admires  and  applauds  ?  It  is  all 
vanifhed  at  once.     He  appears  in  reality  a 
coward^  in  a  point  the  moft  effential  that 
can  be  conceived  to  the  happinefs  and  ho- 
i>our  of  human  life. 

This  kind  of  cowardice  in  ordinary  life 
has  ruined  thoufands,  who  would  not  have 
failed  in  martial  bravery,  if  they  had  been 
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s  E  R  M.  called  to  exert  it.  What  fhoals  oS,  cowards 
^^^^^  in  this  moft  important  article  are  there  every 
where  to  be  fbuixd^  who  would  regard  it  as 
the  highcft  injury  to  be  told  they  are  fo? 
But  neither  our  own  opinion  of  ourfelves, 
nor  the  opinions  of  others  concerning  us, 
can  change  the  nature  of  things:  for  as  it 
is  certainly  the  manly,  the  brave,  the  gal- 
lant part,  to  Hand  by  truth  and  right,  by 
God  and  virtue,  in  fpite  of  all  temptations 
of  whatever  kind;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  certainly  the  mean,  the  unmanly,  the 
cowardly  part,  to  abandon  them  upon  any 
account  whatfbever,  but  much  more  upon 
account  of  the  groundlefs  railleries  of  uiih- 
principled  and  corrupted  minds. 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  fetf--denial  which 
tiie  Gofpel  requires  extends  to  fu&ring 
even  reproach  and  contempt,  rather  than 
comply  with  any  thing  contrary  to  the  dic- 
tates of  reafon  and  confcience.— I  now  pro- 
ceed to  take  notice  of  a 

Second  practical  inftruftion  which  flows 
from  this  dodtrine,  that  felf-denial  is  an  et- 
fential  part  of  virtue.  If  this  is  indeed  fo, 
then  it  ought  to  be  a  principal  objeft  of  at- 
tention in  the  work  of  education^  to  form 

young 


Digitized  by 


Google 


founded  on  the  Necejity  of  Self-denial.  31^ 

young  minds  to  early  habhs  of  refifting  the  S E RMt. 
gratification  of  their  defircs,  and  of  bearing 
fuch  inconveniences  and  real  fufierings,  as 
the  adherence  to  their  duty  may  fometimes 
cxpofe  them  to.  For,  if  every  inclination 
hath  been  indulged  in  the  more  early  ftages 
kA  life,  young  people  will  deem  it  an  in- 
fupportable  encroachment  on  their  liberty 
to  be  controlled  afterwards  on  any  accoufit 
at  all.  They  will  feel  it  to  be  offering 
too  great  violence  to  themfelves  to  give  any 
check  to  pre-eflablifhed  and  confirmed  ha^ 
bits.  But  if  right  habits  have  been  begun 
in  the  earlier  ftages  of  life,  it  will  prove  a 
much  eafier  talk  to  confirm  the  power  of 
thofe  habits  in  the  more  advanced  periods, 
and  in  the  whole  fucceeding  courfe  c^  life« 
Hence  we  fee,  that  it  is  not  enough  that 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  important 
charge  of  forming  young  minds,  exert  theh: 
endeavours  to  cultivate  the  heft  difpofitions 
in  the  hearts  of  thofe  committed  to  their 
care,  and  to  difplay  the  fineft  pictures  of 
virtue  before  them.  Thefe  no  doubt  are 
primary  ^nd  effential  points ;  but  they  will 
prove  weak  and  infufficient  to  the  purpofes 
of  real  virtue,  if  they  are  not  accompanied 
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a  E^  R  M.  with  early  habits  of  curbing  the  keene^ 
defires  and  flrongeft  paflions  that  arife  ia 
the  heart*  Eager  defires,  impetuous  paflions, 
will  foon  prove  too  ftrorig  for  the  fineft  dif- 
pofitions,  and  for  the  warmeft  love  of  vitt 
tue,  unlefs  the  power  of  right  habits  has 
given  fuch  a  bias  tp  the  paflions,  an^  ^fla- 
blifhed  fuch  a  dprnir^ioa  over  then^,  that 
they  gently  yield  to  the  direction  of  rcafon 
and  confcience. 

What  has  been  juft  now  faid  is  meant  as 
z  general  and  not  an  univer/al  truth^  though 
it  is  probable  there  are  but  kyr  exceptions 
to  it.  Son^  may  be  barn  with  felfi(h  an4 
fenfual  paffions  fo  flrongy  as  that  the  moft 
affiduous  endeavours  can  fcarcely  conquer 
them*  Others  may  be  bom  with  virtuous 
and  generous  afiedions  fo  prevalent,  that 
good  habits  will  arife  almoil  without  the  aid 
either  of  precept  or  example.  But,  not-r 
withftanding  fuch  inflances,  human  nature 
in  general  remains  in  the  middle  date,  apt 
to  contract  habits  either  good  or  bad  from 
thofe  with  whom  we  converfe,  and  from 
the  varying  accidents  of  eftabliftied  and  pre- 
vailing opinions,  manners  and  cuiloiT\s^ 
And  by  the  Jbabits  acquired   from   thef? 
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iburces,  tbe  greso^eft  part  of:ittanJdi)d  ^0  StlRiir; 
be  led  into  a  couirfe  of  lif6  viTtuoa8  or  vi-  ..^^^ 
GiouS)  falutary  or  jdtftrudiye.  The  impoit-> 
aace  then,  and  the  mtt^xj  of  rimpreififi^ 
early  habits*  o€  fcl£rreftraint  muft  be  aci 
knowtedged*  And  liende  too, '  it '  muft  be  i 
firft  ftfid  chief  rale  in  good,  education'^  to 
j^reyent  the  rife  and  growth  6i  bad  habita^ 
and  to  plant  and  cherifh  good  ones. 

It  d^ferres to  be' ftirdaer  attended  to,  in 
<iondu<fiing  this  important  bafi:n)e&  of  edu^ 
catioE]^  that  the  foitniung  the  mind!  to  v\t^ 
tttdus  habits  of  lel(^omman4  over  the  kr-^ 
regularities  of  defires  and  p^ons,  is  a- 
muth.  more  drfiicuk  work  ^ati  that  of 
raifmg  an  ardour  towards  thie^moyefbriking^ 
i^ci^  of  moral  excellence.  A  ptopoit^ 
tioiiabie  higher  degte&  of  attentioii  and  car^ 
(hould  th^r^f^re  b^e  employ^  about  thd 
former  than  the  latt^,^  LThe'  dpportimities^ 
cf  putting  in  ppM^ftice  the*  midrd  ^iningf 
virtiies  of  generofityy  magnanimity^  higte 
friendship  aiVd  high  patriotifm,  betpicva'^ 
lour^  ecftiitic  deivotion,  and  the  reft  cf  that 
order,  feldom  offer  to  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. But  the  ocoafiorts  of  regulating  felf- 
love,  of  fubdiaing  felf-*wiM,.  06  ftifting  re-* 

Vol.  IL  Y  fentment. 
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SE  RM.  fentment,  of  killiag  cnry,  and  of  fupprefl^ 
ing  ail  impure  and  inordiiKite  defires^  oc- 
cur every  day  of  our  Uvea.  It  muft  there- 
fore be  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importsmce 
in  the  courfe  of  edueation^  to  accuftom 
young  minds  to  that  manly  felf-difcipline^ 
which  will  make  them  mafters  of  them- 
felves  through  all  the  following  ilages  of 
life. 

It  feems  to  be  on  this  account,  that  the 
firR-rate  makers  in  the  fcience  of  pradlical 
morals  have  prefcribed  it  as  the  beft  rule  for 
forming  young  minds ^  to  begin  rather  with 
the  weaning  than  the  engaging  pailions; 
rather  with  (he  coarfe  than  with  the  fine 
difpofitions:  thatis,tobeginratherwithform- 
ing  habits  of  indignation  againfl,  and  averfion 
to,  every  thing  mean,  vicious,  and  inordinate^ 
than  with  habits  of  admiration  of  what  is 
great,  beautiful,  and  tranfcendent.  For,  be-> 
fides  that  there  is  ieldom  ufe  for  what 
is  extraordinary,  the  admiration  of  thefe 
high  obje&s  is  apt  to  rife  to  a  degree  of  ar- 
dour that  is  diilurbing  and  exceilive,  and 
excludes  calm  confideration.  Whereas  there 
15  no  danger  that  hatred  of  vice  ihould  be- 
come exceilive,  or  rife  to  fach  a  pitch  a» 
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to  difcompofe  the  feculties,  or  that  occafions  s  E  R  M, 
of  excrc^ng  it  fliould  be  wanting.  To  ^^^^• 
which  we  may  add,  that  the  whole  ftrain 
of  the  moral  dodrine  of  our  great  Teacher 
feems  to  coincide  with  the  foundeft  philo- 
Ibphy  in  this  point.  We  find  him  ever  re^ 
commending  the  calm  and  filent,  the  ordi* 
nary  and  ufeful  virtues;  fuch  as  fairnefs  of 
mind,  equity  of  difpofition,  humanity,  hu- 
mility, meeknefs,  peaceablenefs,  purity  of 
heart,  and  felf-denial.  And  if  a  man  lives 
uniformly  under  the  influence  of  thefe  dif- 
pofitions,  we  may  venture  to  anfwer  for 
him,  that  he  will  not  be  greatly  deficient 
th  the  more  fpecious  and  fplendid  virtues, 
when  a  fit  opportunity  offers  of  putting 
them  in  pradice. 

IIL  The  laft  thing  propofed  was,  to  re- 
move fome  objedions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  morality  of  the  Gofpel,  upon 
the  account  of  its  requiring  us  to  put  a  re* 
ftraint  on  our  natural  paflions  and  inclina* 
tions.  I  fhall  juft  obferve  very  ihortly  oa 
this  branch  of  the  fubje£k, 

1.  That  Chriftianity  does  not  require  that 

the  natural  pnqpeofities  and  paffions  which 
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§  E  R  w.  Q(^  badb  given  \x%  flbouU  he  extirpated, 
^^"^^•^  feqff  oiJy.  th»t'tfcbey  ihouU  he  potfied  anl 
<?uUi\?ated»  It  doQ5  npt;  ieapofe  npo»u$  a.  rif 
gkji  an4  monkiih'«^bfti8e<ice  from  ^  tlie  na^ 
tural.plfafures  and  apxufcnaents  of  Kfe,  but 
only  require?  w  to  r^gul^ei  our  iodt^gooce 
la  all.  eiQteraal  enjoyn^^ts,  fo  aa  n^ttuir  to. 
i^iolate  the  welfare  of  ot^r9^  nor  ifjjiwe  ow- 
felvfs  ia  b^dy  or  mind. 

2.^  There,  ia  o^areal  oppofitio^  bftfwepn  tke 
pr«}cf  pts  of  dpi^ying  qprft^rcg^  mettifyiiig 
tiiq^flelh  yrith  the  luf^-.  aijid;  afift^QOi 
therejof ;  and  the  a^r^oo^  of  JewigQi^  ftdp« 
tjire^  thgt  wifdomj.  W45f^.  ^r<?  «w;^4  ^Pk^ 
foMjtni^  and  all  berffktiti  a^e^tm^i  wrf 
thiiJike'  diepl^rations  of  d^New  Teflament, 
that  /A^  /(?i/r  of  Cbri/I  is  eafy^  and  bh,  bur* 
den  light y  and  that  God*s  commandments  are 
notgrievous^  andother  a^p^rti^s  of  the.i^e 
kiaxjLt  It  fnud  indeed  be  owi^  th»(  it 
may  require  grea(  attention  apd  W2|(f hfitlr 
aeis,^  najy  it  may  fQmetifi>e?  require  WKfc- 
rioua  andcpainful ilruggI/9^^  to  get,  the.  be^er 
o/  violent  iaclinaj^oos,  p^  of  ftr^g  h{J^ 
of  the  vicious  kindL  But  tben^  this,  labour 
aj[id4i^ulty  ar^  cliiefly  in  the  eiHr^pipo  upon 
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ft  ^rttioii^  courfe  of  life;  and^  iii  propoii  SEl^M. 
doft  as  ivc  advftnee  ih  real  good»c6,  tihe  la*-    ^^'^^^ 
tx)tfr  and  di:fficulty  abate,  and  at  lafl;  al^ 
maft  entirely  ccafe. 

3.  But  even  in  thefe  cafes,  where  thecoft^ 
Biia  has  been  hard  and  painful,  the  plfeaftire 
of  viftory  idoes  rfiore  than  overbakfrdeall  the 
preceding  pains.  The  labour  arid  tlruggli 
iarefoon  over,  and  the  confcroufnefs  of  having; 
done  well  affords  a  lafting  fatisfaAion.  ^-^ 
fides,  the  innumerable  other  advantageb^ 
evigti  in  this  prefent  world,  of  a  life  of  piety 
and  virtue  do  much  more  than  con&^n- 
fate  for  the  tranfieilt  pains  or  kbo\ir$  <3f  !t*e* 
fiftance  to  impulfcs  of  bad  paflions  at  par-^ 
ticular  tiincs  or  in  peculiar  circdnriftanciBS. 
So  that  it  is  certainly  true,  beyottd  tlA  con-* 
troVerfy,  that  wifdom^a  ways  are  Ways  of 
]f)lei6Lntnefs,  and  all  her  paths  arc  peace: 
and  that  godlinefs  is  great  J^ain,  leaving  the 
ptomifes  both  of  this  fife  and  cf  that  which 
|s  to  come. 

1"o  conclude  then :  Let  it  be  admitted  as 

an  incont^ftable  principle 'in  the!  Chriftlaft 

fcheme  of  morality,  that  there  can  b*  no 

uniformly  Virtuous  life  without  felf-denials 
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SERM.  but  at  the  fame  time  let  it  be  admitted  as 
equaUy  inconteftable,  that  the  virtuous  life, 
of  which  felf-denial  is  an  eflential  part^  is 
beyond  comparifon  much  happier  than  any 
other. 

Let  every  one  of  us,  young  and  dd,  ever 
inculcate  upon  our  minds,  that  virtuous  ha- 
bits are  the    beft  fecurity   for  happinefs 
through  every  period  of  life :  that  bene- 
volence, felf-command,  humility,  integrity, 
and  truth,  are  ever  attended  with  felf-ia- 
tisfadipn,   health,   reputation,   peace,  and 
iafety.     A^^d  ^^  the  Qtber  hand,  let  us  ha- 
bitually reprefent  to  our  thoughts  the  fright- 
ful cotifequences  of  the  oppofite  vices ;  the 
torments  pf  heart  that  attend  envy,  malice, 
and  revenge ;  the  dreadful  difafters  of  in- 
temperance and   unfubdued  defires;    the 
anxieties  of  pride ;  the  difappointments  of 
ambition;   the  contempt  that  attends  on 
diflimulation;  the  meannefs  and  daogjers  ci 
falfehood  and  diflionefty. 

Let  every  one  of  us,  in  every  ftage  and 
condition  of  life,  guard  againft  the  deceit- 
ful appearances  of  pleafure,  of  wealth  or 
ambition,  which  are  apt  to  take  pofleifioa 
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of  our  hearts.  ^  Let  us  fettle  it  in  our  minds  s  E  R  M. 
as  a  mod  certain^  an  inconteftable  and  im- 
portant maxiiA,  tbat  true  felicity  is  feated 
within  the  mind,  and  not  in  external  pof^ 
fellions.  Let  us  ever  refled  upon  the  (in* 
cere  happinefs,  the  genuine  contentment, 
which  the  great  Author  of  our  frame  hath 
conneded  with  real  virtue,  even  when  flie 
dwells  in  the  cottage  of  the  peafant.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  let  us  refled  upon  the 
gloomy  difcontent  and  fecret  reftlefs  defires 
that  accompany  vice,  even  when  her  habi- 
tation is  in  the  palaces  of  the  great :  that 
in  the  one  fituation,  the  pride  of  ftate,  the 
elegancies  of  life,  the  accumulations  of 
wealth,  are  turned  into  curfes  by  the  end- 
lefs  and  anxious  cravings  of  unbounded  ap- 
petites :  that  in  the  other  life  of  labour,  in 
the  Ample  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  a  low 
ftation,  the  very  neceflaries  of  life  are  bright* 
ened  into  real  bUJJings^  by  the  ferenity  and 
cheerfulnefs  of  a  contented  and  well- 
governed  mind. 

May  the  grace  of  God,  which  hath  ap- 
peared unto  all  men,  teach  us  in  the  moft 
Y  4  cffeaual 
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StRMw  cfiedpal  fl^ulner  to  dwf.  all  mngo^imefi 
^^^^\  and  worldly  lifftf^  and  to  live  fobcrlj, 
rigbteo^fly  *A<i  godly^  ya  tbia  prdEent 
jrorld*  Then  m»y  wc  look  for  the 
blefled  hope  und  the  glorioiJ^  appealing 
of  the  great  God)  and  our  Saviour  Jefua 
QirUL    Amen. 
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SERMON    XXVIL 

On  the  Sources  of  HumiUty. 


Isaiah,  Ivii.  15. 

Thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inha^  \ 

hitetb  Eternity^  whofc  namt  is  Holy;  J 
dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place^  and 
with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
humble  fpirit^  to  revive  thefpirit  of  the 
humble^  and  to  revive  the  hart  <f  the 
contrite  ones. 

EVERY  one  who  has  given  a  ferious  sEltM. 
attention  to  the  morality  of  the  New  ^^^^'^ 
Teftament,  muft  have  obferved,  that  the 
virtue  of  humility  is  recommended  and  en- 
joined in  it  in  a  very  peculiar  and  diftin- 
guifhing  manner.  The  Gofpeldiipenfation 
itfelf  is  uihered  in  by  a  folemn  call  to  men 
^o  repent,  as  a  neceflary  preparation  for  the 
.  '  '      reeeptidn 
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s  £  R  M.  reception  of  it*  Thus  John  the  Baptift  en- 
tered upon  his  great  office  as  forerunner  of 
the  Meffiah,  by  preaching  in  the  wildemefe 
of  Judea^  Repent  ye^  for  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  is  at  band^i  i.  e.  humble  your- 
felves  upon  die  account  of  your  (ins^  and 
forfake  them,  that  ye  may  be  received  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Our  bleffed  Sa- 
viour, when  he  made  his  firft  appearance 
in  his  public  character,  as  the  great  Prophet 
and  Light  of  the  world,  began  with  the 
fame  folemn  exhortation.  Repent^  for  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  band.  And  the 
firft  maxim  in  his  admirable  fermon  on  the 
mount  is  a  folemn  aflertion  of  the  blefftd- 
nefs  of  the  humble  in  heart.  Blejfed  (fays 
lie)  afe  the  poor  in  Jpirity  or  the  humble 
and  lowly  in  heart,  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven '\.  And  in  another  paf- 
fage  he  reprefents  humility  as  the  door  by 
which  we  enter  into  his  kingdom,  and  de- 
clares that  he  who  is  the  greateft  proficient 
in  this  virtue  is  the  moft  honourable  perfon 
in  it.  Whofaever  (fays  \it\  Jhgll  humble  bim^ 
felf  as  this,  little  child ^  the  fame  is  great ef  in 
tbekingf^om  of  Heaven  X-  And  on  another 
occafionj^ .  he  folemnly  aflerts,  that  humility 

'^^  M^ttt^  j^.  i>  !•      t  Matt.  V.  3.      X  ^^^^*  ^^i*  4* 
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13  the  only  road  to  honour  and  dignity;  serm. 
Every  one  that  exaltetb  bimfelfjbatl  be  abajtd^ 
and  be  tbat  bumbletb  bimfelfjball  be  exalt edK 
To  all  which  we  may  add,  that  Jefus  fo- 
lemnly  calls  on  all  his  followers  to  attend  to 
this  as  a  diftinguifhing  part  of  his  own  cha« 
rafter,  and  to  copy  after  it:  Learn  of  me 
(fays  he),  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart: 
and  he  aflures  them,  that  if  they  do  fo,  tbey 
JIjoU  find  refl  to  their  fouls '\.  When  we 
look  forward  to  the  apoftolical  writings, 
we  find  the  fame  humble  and  lowly  fpirit 
reprefented  as  the  genius  of  Chriftianity, 
and  inculcated  with  the  greateft  eameftnefk. 
James,  iv.  6. 10.  Godrefjieth  theproud^but 
giveth  grace  to  the  bumble.  Humble  your^ 
f elves  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord^  and  befhall 
lifi  you  up.  I  Pet.  v.  5,  6.  Jlnd  be  clothed 
with  humility^  for  God  refi/leth  the  proud^ 
and  giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  Humble 
yourfelves  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand 
of  Gody  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  Old  Teftament 

difpenfation,  we  fhall  find  this  virtue  placed 

in  the  fame  diilinguiihed  rank  of  eminence 

fi8  in  the  New«     In  the  celebrated  ancient 

*  Lake*  xviij.  14.  f  Lake,  li.  29. 
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SERM.  feimmary  of  praaical  reli^ion^  whfch  cbxvi 
fills  only  of  three  branches ;  humility  makeft 
©ne.  Micah,  vi.  8.  He  batbjhtwed  tbce^  t> 
mani^  what  is  g^od*,  afii  iMfat  doth  ibe  Lbrd 
fdquir^  of  thee  but  to  dojuJUj^  to  love  mercy ^ 
and  to  walk  bimtbfy  with  iby  Godf  Though 
iht  Lord  be  bigh\  faith  the  V^tkxrA%  yet  bath 
be.refptB  tmto  the  hwly;  hut  the  proud  be 
km%vctb  afar  off'.  And  Solomon,  Surely 
Gtdjcornetb  the /corners  ^  but  givetb  grace  t6 
the  lowly.  In  Pfalm  xxv.  9.  there  is  a  ib-* 
letnn  promife  made  to  the  humble  in  heart* 
7he  meek  God  will  guide  in  Judgment^  and 
the  meek  be  will  teach  bis  way.  But  the  im* 
portance,  the  excellence  of  humility^  and 
the  happinefsof  the  humble  man,c£innotpof- 
fibly  be  de&ribed  in  more  forcible  and  fub* 
lime  exprcffions  than  thjofc  of  the  text:  For 
thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One  dfot  inba* 
biteth  Eternity^  whofe  name  is  Holy ;  /  dweU 
in  the  high  and  holy  place ^  and  wtb  him 
alfi  that  is^  cf^  a  contrite  and  hunMtfpirU^  to 
revive  tbef^irit  of  the  bumAle^  and  to  revive 
fbe  heart  of  the  'Contrite  omsi  And  in  a  f<:^- 
lowing  paflage  of  the  fame  prophecy,  the 
iame  fentiments  are  repeated  in  fbmewhM 
different  words,  but  wkh  an  equal  degree 
qf  energy  as  well  as  fublimity  in  the  ex- 

preffions. 
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preffiona*  Timjhithtbc  Lord^  beaveA  is  ^^^*J- 
V^y  throne^  earlb  |V  myfrn^fibol:  where  is  the 
houfc  that  ye  build  unto  me?  where  is  ihti 
^accQfmy  reji?  For  ail  tbe/e  things  hath  mine 
ifond  madey  and  aii  theft  things  have  b^en^ 
Jj^itb  the  Lord:,  but  to  this  man  will  Ilook^ 
even  to  him  that  is  of  a  poor  and  contrite 
fpirit^  and  trembletb  at  wy  word"^.  No 
dodrine  furely  can  bemoreconfblatoiyand 
Hiore  elevating  than  this,  that  the  heart  of 
the  humble  man  is  the  temple  which  God 
baib  chvjin  above  all  others^  and  in  which 
be  delights  to  dwdl.  - 

Since  then  the  (acred'  writings,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  infift  upon 
humilityas  a  virtue  of  the  higheft  eminence^ 
of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  excellence,  of  the 
moft  indifpcnfaWe  obligation,  and  to  which 
the  moft  glorious  promifes  are  annexed,  it 
certainly  concerns  us  to  underftand  its  na- 
ture, and  to  inquire  whether  we  are  realljr 
poflefled  of  it,  and  do  habitually  pradife 
it 

For  thefe  purpofes,  in  difcourfing  a  little 
frtore  fully  on  the  fubjed,  I  fliali  endea- 
♦our,  '     • 

•  Ifi,  Ivi.  I,  z. 
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SBRM.  L  To  explain  and  3faiftnte  the  nature 
of  bumilitj,  or  fhew  what  it  is,  and  wherein 
it  coofifts. 

IL  Offer  fome  confiderations,  with  a  view 
to  point  out  the  great  excellence  of  it,  and 
the  great  advantages  which  flow  from  iu 
And, 

III.  Give  fome  diredions  as  to  the  pro- 
per means  of  attaining,  preferving,  and  cvl^ 
tivating  this  excellent  and  happj  difpofi- 
tion. 

I.  As  to-the  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  the  explica- 
tion of  the  nature  of  this  virtue,  or  wheron 
it  confifts ;  it  might  be  defcribed  either  from 
its  fources  or  principles  as  it  refides  in  the 
mind,  or  from  its  effcBs  as  it  manifefts 
itfelf  in  life  and  manners. 

We  (hall,  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  conii- 
der  it  at  prefent  only  as  it  dwells  in  the 
mind ;  becaufe,  if  it  be  really  feated  there, 
it  will  operate  naturally  and  fpontaneoufly 
on  the  whole  life  and  manners. 

The  great  fource  of  all  genuine  humility 
is  juft  views  of  ourlelves,  and  of  our  ffaue 
and  condition  in  this  world.  Thele  will 
lead  us,  as  the  Apoftle  expreffes  it*,  noi  to 
tbink  too  highly  of  our/elves^  but  to  think  Jin 
*  Kjoa.  xil  5. 
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htrly.  Now  there  are  four  principal  views  S  E  R  M^ 
of  ourlelves,  and  of  our  prefent  ftata  and  •'^^^^'• 
condition,  which  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  beget  and  preferve  that  fobriety  of  mind 
which  is  the  ground-work  of  true  humility 
both  in  dlfpofition  and  behaviour.  Thefe 
are, 

1 .  The  view  of  ourfelves  as  creaturesy  de- 
pendent creatures. 

2.  The  view  of  ourfelves  as,  in  this  ftatc 
of  dependence,  confcious  of  manifold  infir- 
mities, and  continually  expofed  to  a  variety 
of  evils  and  calamities,  pains  and  diftrefles 
both  of  body  and  mind,  which  we  can 
neither  prevent  nor  remedy* 

3.  A  third  view  of  ourfelves,  which  has 
the  fame  tendency,  is  that  of  creatures  na- 
turally and  origimdly  ry  W,— who  are  all  on 
a  level  in  the  moft  important  refpeAs,— and 
who  ftill  continue  to  be  fo,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  little  diftindlions  that  commonly 
raife  our  pride,  notwithftanding  any  pre- 
eminences that  may  take  place  among  us 
from  difference  of  birth,  rank,  riches,  power, 
or  influence  in  fociety. 

4.  The  laft  and  principal  fource  of  hu- 
mility is,  the  view  of  ourfelves  z&Jinncrs^  or 

12  tran£» 
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SBRM.  tranfereflbts  of  thofe  facred  laws  by  wiiich 

XXVII 

^  _  ^  ^  we  ought  to  be  univefally  governed. 

Let  us  take  a  brief  review  of  thefe  fevcral 
founds  for  humiHty. 

I.  The  firft  of  thefe  views,  viz.  that  of 
creatures  abiblutely  an4  oiltirely  dependent 
on  the  pleafure  of  our  Maker,  is  one  of 
thofe  felf^vident  truthsr  which  (land  in  need 
of  no  proof;  and  as  it  is  a  moft  certaiQ 
truth,  fo  it  is  ar  moft  interefting  one.  For 
nothing  can  be  mote  ftriking  than  the 
thought-  that  ^e  are  nothing  of  ourfelves  j 
that  we  Ifcave  nothing  but  what  wc  have 
receivft^,  ^nd  that  We  p^flefs  or  enjoy  no- 
thing but  what  jaasay  be  withdrawn  from  us 
^very  momeaC  without  our  having  any 
power  tO;  retain  it.  No  confidcration  forely 
can  be  more  f^ited  than  this  is,  to  root  out 
of  our  minds  all  proud  and  vain  imagi- 
nations, and  to  plant  in  them  humble  and 
Jowly  ones.  We  may  indeed  induftrioufly 
exclude  from  our  minds  all  refieiflions  upon 
our  dependent  fituation ;  or  we  may  pafs 
them  aver  with  a  fcornful  negleifl,  inftead 
of  attending  to  them  feriouflyj  but  this 
wilt  not  alter  the  reality  of  our  ftate.  To 
ac]:nowledge  a. Creator  and  Sovereign  Lord,. 

on 
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on  whofe  bounty  and  power  we  every  mo-  S  E  R  M. 

XXVll. 
ment  depend,  and  yet  refufe  to  refleft  upon 

him,  and  upon  our  own  ftate  as  dependent 

upon  him,  is  doubtlefs  a  mod  aftonifhing 

inconfiftency;  it  difcovers  an  unaccountable 

thoughtleflhefs,  if^not  a  haughtinefs  of  fpi- 

rit  blamable  and  fhocking  to  a  great  de* 

gree.    Yet  there  is  ground  to  fear,  that  there 

are  perfons,  and  not  a  few,  guilty  of  this 

pride  againft  God.     Such  there  were  in  Ju- 

dea  in   the   Pfalmift's   days*     The  wicked 

through  the  pride  of  his  countenance  will  not 

feek  after  God:  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts  *. 

Nay,  there  are  fome  who  carry  this  negleA 

of  God  and  Providence  to  fuch  a  monftrouj 

height  as  to  pride  themfelves  in  it;  nay,  to 

fcofF  at  and  fcorn  others,  for  no  other  reafon 

but  that  they  profefs  a  reverence  and  fear  of 

the  Maker  and  Ruler  of  the  world.     This, 

you  fee,  is  a  character  diametrically  oppo- 

fite  to  that  of  thofe,  whom  the  Prophet  de- 

fcribes   as  trembling  at   the  word  of  the 

Lord.     Which  of  thefe  charafters  is  the 

beft  and  happieft,  can  admit  of  no  doubt ; 

for  we  may  reft  fully  affured,  that  the  couo- 

•  Pfalm  X.  4. 

Vol.  II.  Z  fel 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338  On  the  Sou  ret r 

s  E  R  M.  fel  of  Heavtti  Hands  unalterable ;  that  God 
tefifteth  the  pr(3ud,  ahd  giTeth  grace  to  the 
humblew 

2.  The  fecond  view  of  ourfelves,  fuitcd 
to  infpire  us  with  humility,  is  that  of  our 
not  only  being  diepetidtm  creiatures,  but  in 
this  ftate  of  dependence  bfeing  confcious  of 
manifold  infirmities,  arid  fenfiWe  that  we  are 
liable  to  a  variety  of  evils  and  diftrefles  both 
of  body  atid  mind,  TVhich  vce  can  neither 
prevent  not  remove. 

It  is  obvious  to  be  obfetved  on  this  head, 
that  though  we  knew  of  no  power  above 
us,  yet  the  ccnfcioufhefe  of  our  own  infir- 
mities, and  the  refle£lion  upon  the  many 
unavoidable  evils  to  which  we  are  fubje<5^ 
are  fufiicient  to  make  us  think  modeftly  of 
ourfelvcs.  To  complain  of  weaknefles  and 
infirrnities,  to  dread  pains  and  diftrefles 
which  we  can  neither  forefee  nor  prevent, 
cannot  poffibly  lay  any  foundation  for  proud 
thoughts  and  felf-important  imaginations* 
Even  allowing  that  we  may  have  fewer 
failings  and  imperfedions,  and  that  we  may 
be  Tn  fome  refpeds  lefe  expofed  to  the  ca- 
lamitous accidents  of  human  life  than  many 
<)thers  ;  yet  this  lay^  but  a  ilendet  fouAda- 
8  tion 
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tion  for  hifh  thoughts  of  ourfelvee,  or  dif^  s  E  R  m. 

XXVll 

paraging  thoughts  of  others ;  efpecially  when 
we  refleft  upoa  the  very  uncertain  tenure 
on  which  we  hold  any  littk  advantages 
above  others.  A  thoufand  accidents  may 
quickly  reduce  even  the  very  higheft  of 
mankind  to  a  level,  as  to  happinefs,  with  th.e 
very  toweft.  Thus  it  appears,  that  eveft 
leaving  out  of  our  coafideration  a  perfe<3; 
JBeing  and  fuperintending  Providence  on 
which  we  depend,  there  ihall  ftill  remain 
ftrong  grounds  for  entertdning  humble  and 
lowly  thoughts  of  ourielves.  But  fur^ly  the 
apprehenilon  of  an  all-perfefl:  Being,  on 
whom  our  exigence  and  happinefs  abfo* 
lutely  depend,  muft  magnify  beyond  ex- 
preilion  the  fenfe  of  all  our  imperfedion^ 
and  weaknefles,  and  tend  to  beget  in  us  the 
<nofl  profbimd  humiliation. 

3*  The  third  fource  or  principle  of  hu- 
mility mentioned,  was  die  view  pf  man- 
kind, as  naturally  and  originally  equal,  or 
^on  a  level,  notwirhftanding  any  litde  dif« 
tinifHons  and  pre-eminences  which  may 
take  place  among  them,  from  difference  of 
birth  and  rank,  of  riches,  x)r  of  power 
and  influence  in  fooiety.  We  ihall  not 
Z  2  difpute, 
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SERM.  difpute,  but  that  there  may  be  fome  origi-* 

•    nal  advantages,  that  fome  perfons  have  over 

others  in  bodily  qualities  or  mental  abilities. 

But  thefe  are  quite   inconfiderable  when 

compared  with  the  many  important  refpeSs 

in  which  the  whole  human  race  are  quite 

on  a  level.     We  are  all  of  the  fame  ftruc- 

ture  both   as  to  foul  and  body.     We  all 

come  into  the  world  in  the  fanie  feeble  and 

helplefs  condition.     We  are  all  fupported 

while  in  the  world  by  the  fame  means  of 

ibod,  of  fleep,  and  defences  of  one  fort  or 

other  againft  the  injuries  of  the  weather. 

We  are  all  liable  to  the  fame  or  the  like 

pains,  difeafes,  dangers,  and  death  itfelf  at 

laft.     This  general  view  of  the  equality  of 

mankind  as  to  the  raoft  momentcfus   cir- 

cumftances  in  their  condition,  may  be  fuf- 

iicient  to  convince  us,  that  pride  was  not 

made  for  man^    and  that  nothing  can  be 

more  unreafonable,  nay  nothing  more  un- 

fufferable,  than  that  one  human  creature 

fhould  contemn  and  defpife  another.    View 

man  at  his  birth,  and  view  him  at  his  death, 

and  you  will  foon  havefufficient  convidion 

that  all  ranks,  even  the  prince  and  the  beg-' 

gar^  are  nearly  on  a  leveL 

The 
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The  lower  and  laborious  part  of  mankind  s  E  R  M. 
muft  ever  conftitute  the  great  body  of  fo* 
ciety  in  all  nations,  countries,  and  ages  of 
the  world.  That  a  fmall  part  of  mankind 
are  fupported  in  eafe  and  affluence  and 
freedom  from  bodily  labour,  by  means  of 
the  laborious  induftry  and  drudgery  of  the 
great  majority,  can  never  be  ^jufi  reafon 
for  the  upper  part  of  the  fociety  treating 
the  lower  part  of  it  with  contempt ;  fincc 
they  are  indebted  to  the  labour  and  abfti-* 
nence  of  this  lower  part,  for  that  very  pre- 
eminence and  fiiperiority  which  they  arro- 
gate to  themfelves  over  them.  When  we 
furvey  the  condition  of  the  rich  and  of  the 
poor  with  the  eye  of  impartiality  and  equity, 
we  fee  abundant  reafon  for  the  rich  treat- 
ing the  poor  with  that  refpeft  which  is  due 
to  their  fellow-men,  and  with  that  hu- 
manity, tendernefs,  and  even  thankfulnefs, 
which  is  due  to  the  fervices  they  receive  from 
them :  ^ut  we  fee  no  ground  for  their  treat- 
ing them  with  contempt,  with  indifference 
or  negleft,  and  far  lefs  with  inhumanity  of 
any  kind. 

The  fentiments  of  that  ancient  eaftem 
Prince,  Job,  on  this  fubjedl,  are  ever  worthy 

z  3  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34« 


On  the  Sources 


SERM-  of  our  attention,  chip*  3»xi.  rcr.  13,  14, 
^^^^   15.    If  I  did  dejpife  the  caufi  of  my  man- 

fervant^  or  of  my  maidfenmnt^  when  they 
coiitended  ,tvitb  me^  what  tbenjhallldo  when 
God  rifctb  up?  and  when  be  vi/ketb^  wbat 

jhall  I  anfwer  bim?  Did  not  be  that  madt 
me  in  tbe  womb  make  bim?  and  did  not  one 

fajhion  us  in  the  wond?  ?  Such  habitual  views 
of  the  equality  of  luankind  mud  be  acknow«> 
iiedged  to  have  a  natural  tendency  to  rqprefs 
thdt  piide  and  vanity,  and  to  corre6t  thofe 
undue  preferences  of  ourfelves  to  otber$> 
Mrhich  are  founded  upon  accidental  circum^ 
ftancee  of  a  frivolous  and  tranfient  nature. 
Let  U9  thefefore  meditate  upon  thcfe  very 
evident  truths,  till  they  ftamp  lading  im- 
preffions  on  our  hearts,  and  infpire  us  with 
fudi  a  humble  fenfe  of  ourfelves  and  of  our 
coriditlon,  a^  v^lll  influence  our  whole  be* 
haviour* 

4.  The  fourth  and  principal  fource  of  bu* 
itiility^  is  the  viewing  ourfelves  as  finners,  ot 
tranfgreflbrs  of  thofe  facred  laws  by  which 
We  ought  to  be  unerringly  governed.  Out 
dignity,  our  perfedlion  and  happinefs,  de- 
pend upon  oiir  afling  agreeaWy  to  thofe 
laws  of  religion  aud  virtue  V^hicb  we  are 
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Ikcredly  |)Qund  to  obey,  fron^  the  authority  s  E  R  M, 
of  confcience,  as  well  as  the  ^^utbority  of  .^^";^ 
Divine  Revelation.  God  has  planted  ii^ 
the  heart  ^f  man  a  certain  ftan4ard  of  mor 
ral  excellence,  a  conformity  to  whicjx  he  19 
cpnfciou^  be  ought  to  afpife  after,  and  en-« 
deavQur  to  ^ittain.  The  rijles  of  reyeUtiop^ 
and  particuUrly  the  laws  of  the  Gofpel,  fcf 
this  ftandard  folly  and  clparly  in  our  view^ 
commanding  us  to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy^ 
to  be  perfcft  a^  our  heavenly  Father  is  per- 
fed,  and  to  be  followers  of  G04  as  dear 
children.  Revelation  does  npt  reft  in  thefe 
general  injundions,  but  deicends  %q  parti-r 
culars,  requiring  us  to  think  on  and  to  prac- 
tife  ^mbatfocver  things  are  frf/e^  wbat/oever 
things  are  honefi  and  venerable^  whatjbeyer 
tbivgs  ^re  jffji^  wbatfocver  things  are  pur e^ 
nvbat/oever  things  are  loveiy  and  (fgood  rev- 
port.  Now  every  oae  who  has  fprn^ed  any 
notion  of  that  purityandperfediQn  required, 
both  by  the  Divine  law  and  the  di(3:ates  of 
his  owi>  .confcience,  myft  (if  he  is  capable 
of  the  leaft  degree  of  refledHon)  be  fenfible 
that  in  9Mti>y  inftances  he  has  broken  thofe 
iacred  laws,  which,  as  it  w^s  his  duty,  fb  it 
would  h^iv^e  h^en  his  gf  eatcil  honour,  to  have 
Z  4  obeyed. 
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SERM.  obeyed.  And  here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  thofe  perfons  whofe  fuperior  capacity 
enables  them  to  form  the  moft  exalted  ideas 
of  moral  excellence,  and  thofe  perfons 
whofe  confcienccs  have  a  fuperior  degree  of 
fenfibility  *  and  tendernefs,  will  have  the 
deepeft  convidion  and  quickeft  fenfe  of  fail- 
ure in  their  duty,  and  of  their  having  fallen 
below  the  degree  of  perfeOion  which  they 
ought  to  have  attained. 

Here  then  is  an  abundant  fource  of  hu- 
miliation to  the  whole  human  race.  Even 
the  very  beft  may  be  fenfible,  that  in  many 
inftances  they  have  not  aded  up  to  the  true 
dignity  of  their  nature,  nor  reached  that 
degree  of  goodnefs  and  worth  which  is  at- 
tainable. It  is  always  acknowledged  to  be 
a  juft  ground  of  humility  in  common  life, 
that  any  perfon  has  aded  a  part  unworthy 
and  unbecoming  his  birth,  rank,  or  ftation 
in  life.  If  he  is  endued  with  fenfibility,  he 
condemns  himfelf  in  fuch  cafes;  and  others 
always  condemn  him  alfo.  Now,  fincc 
this  is  the  cafe,  furely,  when  we  refled 
upon  our  behaviour  in  our  higheft  capacity, 
as  the  rational,  moral,  and  accountable  fub* 
jeds  of  the  great  kingdom  of  God  j  and 
7  when 
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when  we  are  confcious  that  our  condufl:  SERM. 
has  been  unworthy  of  our  charader,  and 
contrary  to  our  ftrongeft  obligations,  wc 
muft  fee  the  jufteft  grounds  for  humiliation 
and  felf-abafement.  If  we  are  not  infen- 
fible  to  the  higheft  and  nobleft  of  all  obli- 
gations, we  rtiuft  be  felf-condemned,  and 
touched  with  pious  forrow  and  regret,  when 
we  are  confcious  of  moral  imperfe^ions  and 
failures  in  that  duty,  which  we  owe  to  the 
all-righteous  and  all-bountiful  Governor  of 
the  world. 

Under  fuch  views  of  our  errors  and  mif- 

carriages,  we  fhall  be  difpofed  to  cry  out 

with  the  pious  Pfalmift*,  Jf  tbou^  0  Lordy 

Jhouldeji  mark  iniquities^  O  Lord!  whojhall 

Jiand?  and  under  fuch  views  we  (hall  pour 

forth  this  moft  fervent  prayer  of  a  contrite 

heart  f.  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy 

Jervant;for  in  thy  Jigbt  Jhall  no  man  living 

bejujlified. 

Now,  when  a  man's  heart  is  truly  mollis 
Jied^  upon  account  of  his  manifold  failings 
and  offences,  he  will  not  be  difpofed  to  con- 
temn and  defpife  others,  and,  from  a  com- 
parifon  of  himfelf  with  them,  give  a  partial 

♦  Pfal.  cjucx,  3.  t  Pfal*  cxi"-  2. 

and 
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S  E  R  M.  and  unjuft  preference  to  himfelf  above  thenu 

XXVII 

^_^^  On  the  contrary,  he  will  be  inclined  not 

^nly  to  do  juftice  to  their  talents  and  vir^ 
tue$,  but  to  make  the  moft  candid  allows 
ance3  for  their  faults ;  and  on  the  vthdU 
give  them  the  preference  to  himfeif,  accord- 
ing to  the  advice  of  the  Apoftic*,  Be  ye 
kindly  affe^m^d  one  to  another^  with  bro^ 
ih&rly  love ;  in  honour  preferring  one  another. 
If  then  thefc  views  of  ourfelves  and  of 
our  condition,  whi^h  have  b^ea  roentioqed, 
are  the  natural  fources  of  genuine  humility, 
let  lis  confider  it  as  our  duty  to  revolve 
them  frequently  in  pur  thoughts,  not  as 
matters  of  fpecuUtion  only,  but  as  fo  many 
capital  praftical  truths,  whpfe  chief  value 
confifts  in  producing  a  real  and  uniform 
humility  both  of  heart  and  behaviour.  Hur 
mility  is  univerfally  ajcknowledged  to  be  a 
great  ornament  to  perfons  of  all  ages,  ranks, 
and  ftations  of  life.  Modefty  has  been 
efteemed  among  all  nations,  a^  peculiarly 
beautiful  and  peculiarly  becoming  in  young 
perfons.  The  blufli  of  modefty  is  faid, 
and  juftly  faid,  to  be  the  glory  of  youth.  It 
is  confidered  as  the  fure  fignal  a£  nature, 

*  Rom.  xii.  10. 
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that  fomething  aiBiabie^  ibiuethlng  excel'^  SE&M. 
lent  is  hidden  within,  which  will  difplay  it-  ^^^^[^ 
UM  iti  due  time.  But,  my  young  friends, 
do  not  rely  upon  a  mere  conftitutional  mo« 
defty,  which  may  wear  off  by  bad  examples, 
or  be  overpowered  by  wrong  habits.  On 
the  contrary,  attend,  even  in  th^  feafon  of 
youth,  to  thofe  views  and  principles  which 
are  fitted  to  lay  fnch  foundations  of  a  ra-» 
tional  humility,  as  may  withdand  the  force 
of  temptations,  and  diiplay  its  power  in  all 
the  ftages  of  life. 

As  every  one  is  fenlible  that  nothing  is 
more  beautiful  or  engaging  in  youth  than 
modefty;  fo  nothing  on  the  other  hand  is 
mqre  ugly  or  more  odious  than  vanity  and 
mlblenee.  Thefe  are  hateful  in  every  pe- 
riod of  life ;  but  they  are  peculiarly  unna* 
tural  and  fliocking  in  youth,  the  very  fcafoa 
when  the  contrary  virtues  are  expelled* 
As  modefty  in  the  earlier  feaibns  of  life  is 
always  looked  upon  as  a  promHing  or  ra* 
thtr  a  fure  fymptom  of  fuperior  worth  in 
riper  years;  fo,  on  the  othorhand,  infolence 
and  haughtinels  of  difpofitiou  in  the  youth* 
&i  ftage  b  ever  dreaded  as  an  unpromifing 

fymptom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


248  On  the  Sources 

s  E  R  M.  fymptom  even  of  ordinary  degrees  of  worth 
xxviL    Jn  the  after-ftages  of  life. 

To  conclude :  In  order  to  beget  and  pre- 
ferve  this  excellent  ftate  of  mind  to  which 
fuch  glorious  promifes  are  made,  as  that  God 
will  dwell  with  the  perfons  poffefled  of  it, 
and  will  revive  and  comfort  them ;  let  us 
not  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  a  fuperficial  and 
tranfient  confideration  of  thefe  views  of  our 
ftate  which  have  been  fuggefted^  but  let  us 
take  care  that  our  meditations  dwell  upon 
them,  until  they  are  fo  intimately  conneded 
with  the  habitual  train  of  our  thoughts, 
that  without  any  labour  and  effort  on  our 
part,  they  fhall  intermingle  themfelves  with 
our  ordinary  fentiments,  and  with  the  work- 
ings of  our  affedions,  and  lead  us  into  that 
uniform  contrition  and  humility  of  mind 
which  is  of  fo  great  price  in  the  fight  of 
God. 

And  we  may  be  affured,  that  we  fhall 
foon  experience  many  benefits  and  advan- 
tages arifing  from  being  eftabliflied  in  this 
humble  ftate  of  mind  ;  for  wherever  humi* 
lity  dwells  in  the  foul,  it  diffufes  a  fingular 
compofure  and  ferenity  over  it.  TTie  bumble 
perfon  is  a  ftranger  to  thofe  agitations  and 
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boilings  of  heart,  which,  like  ftorms  and  SERM. 
tempeils,  diflurb  the  fouls  of  the  proud  and  wy— J# 
haughty.  The  truth  is,  that  the  ftorms 
and  tempefts  which  rage  in  the  fouls  of 
wicked  men  like  the  troubled  fea,  do  not 
arifc  fo  much  from  things  without  them,  as 
from  the  tumult  or  paffions  within  them. 
But  true  humility  cools  the  fever  of  the 
pailions,  and  keeps  the  mind  fedate  and  un- 
difturbed  under  all  external  occurrences* 
The  many  great  advantages  of  the  humble 
and  contrite  in  heart  will  fall  to  be  explained 
under  the  fecond  head  which  was  propofed. 
To  conclude  at  prefent :  Let  us  make  it 
our  chief  care  to  have  our  minds  eftablifhed 
in  thefe  great  principles  of  humility,  which 
will  fpread  their  influence  over  our  whole 
temper  and  conduit,  and  will  entitle  us  to 
the  folemn  promife  in  the  text,  that  God 
will  dwell  with  us,  and  revive  and  comfort 
our  hearts  in  all  circumftances  in  which  we 
may  be  placed.     Amen. 
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Isaiah,  Ivii.  15. 

For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  in- 
babiteth  eternity^  Mvbofe  name  is  Holyy  I 
dwell  in  the  high  andh^ly place ;  ivitb  him 
alfo  who  is  ofn  contrite  and  humble  fpirit^ 
to  revive  thejpirit  of  the  humble ^  and  to 
revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones. 

s E  R M.  ^  I  ^HE  virtue  of  hinniiity  mafcea  fiich  a 
wT-.^  ^  diftinguifticd  part  of  the  moral  fyfiem 
both  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament^  that 
the  friends  of  revelatioQ  liave  coniidercd  ik 
as  one  of  the  chief  things,  in  which  the  mo- 
rality of  Divine  revelation  excels  that  of  the 
beft  human  philofophy.  And  it  has  been 
further  alleged,  that  humility  is  either  to- 
tally omitted,  or  paffed  over  very  flightly, 
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in  the  moral  writings  of  the  moft  celebrated  g  e  R  M. 
ancient  philofophers.  XXViii, 

As  this  is  a  queftion  concerning  a  matter 
of  fadJ:,  which  would  require  a  long  diP- 
cuflion,  we  fliall  not  at  prefent  enter  into 
any  inquiry  concerning  it,  but  proceed,  as 
was  propofed  in  a  former  Difcourfe,  to  treat 
the  fubjeit  in  the  following  pradlical  man- 
ner: 

I.  To  explain  the  nature  of  humility, 

IL  To  offer  ibme  conliderations  with  a 
view  to  point  out  the  great  excellency  of 
this  virtue,  and  the  many  advantages  that 
flow  from  it.     And, 

III.  To  give  fome  dlrefliions  as  to  the 
proper  means  to  be  ufed  for  attaining,  pre- 
ferving,  and  cultivating  this  excellent  and 
happy  difpofition. 

Humility  was  defcribed  as  flowing  fronx 
tbefe  four  great  fources : 
.   From  juft  and  ftrong  imprefliotts  of  our 
dependent  ftate : 

From  juft  and  habitual  views  of  our  ma* 
nifold  infirmities  and  w^aknei&s  of  body 
and  of  mind : 

From  a  lively  "and  habitual  perfuafion  tha£ 
the  whole  hvfman  race,  however  now  dif- 

tinguifhed. 
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S  E  R  M.  tinguifhed,  are  originally  equal,  and  on  a 
level  in  all  important  points :    And, 

From  a  Kvely  and  affecting  fenfc  of  our 
moral  failings  and  imperfe<3:ions» 

We  how  proceed  to  the 

lid  Thing  propofed,  namely,  to  point  out 
the  great  excellence  of  this  virtue,  and  the 
many  advantages  that  flow  from  it. 

The  excellence  and   importance  of   an 
humble  (late  of  mind  will  appear  from  this 
one  confideration,  namely,  that  it    is  the 
natural  root  or  flock  upon  which  all  the  other 
virtues  are  engrafted,  and  on  which  they 
never  fail  to  make  the  greateft  fhoots.  Or,  to 
employ  another  fimilitude,  when  the  heart 
of  man  is  foftened  and  fubdued  by  true  hu- 
mility, it  is  like  a  field  well  manured  and 
prepared,  in   which  the   feeds   of  all   the 
other  virtues  will  grow  up  naturally  and 
quickly  to  maturity  and  perfedlion.     The 
natural  influence  of  humility,  in  cherifli- 
ing  and  ftrengthening  all   the   other  vir- 
tues  of  the  Chriftian  life,  might  be  eafily 
fhewn  at  full   length,   from   a   particular 
confideration  of  every  one  of  them.      But 
we  fhall,  to  fave  time,  feledt  only  a  few 
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of  the   chief  or   cardinal  virtues  for  the  SERM. 
illuftration  of  the  point  before  us.  XXViiL 

I .  In  the  former  difcourfe  a  deep  and  habi- 
tual fenfe  of  ourdependent  ftate  was  mention- 
ed asa  firftandleadingprincipleof  true  humi- 
lity. Now,  that  a  lively  and  habitual  fenfe  of 
our  abfolute  dependence  upon  God  has  a  na- 
tural tendency  to  excite  us  to  all  the  other 
adls  and  exercifes  of  jpicty,  is  extremely  ma- 
nifeft.  For  when  this  fentiment  is  upper- 
moft  in  the  foul,  it  infpires  us  with  a  con- 
ftant  and  awful  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of 
God,  with  an  habitual  convidlion  that  we 
are  every  moment  at  the  difpofal  of  his 
Providence,  and  ever  bound  to  condudl  our- 
felves  by  his  holy  laws.  Under  the  influence 
of  this  abiding  fentiment  of  our  neceflfary 
dependence  on  our  Creator,  we  muft  ever 
defire  above  all  thingstopleafehim,  and  dread 
above  all  things  to  incur  his  difpleafure. 

Further,  no  view  of  things  can  be  better 
fitted  to  awaken  the  moft  lively  and  affec- 
tionate fentiments  of  gratitude  than  this, 
that  our  very  being  itfelf,  all  our  faculties 
and  powers,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  all 
our  prefent  enjoyments  and  comforts,  imd 
all  our  future  hopes  and  expectations,  are 

Vol.  IL  A  a  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


354  ^^^  Excellence  and  Advantages 

s  E  R  M.  at  all  times  dependent  on  the  Divine  goo<t- 
nefs.  And  the  fame  view  of  things  v^hich 
difpofes  us  to  be  thankful  for  what  we  have 
enjoyed,  what  we  do  enjoy  at  prcfent,  and 
hope  to  enjoy  hereafter,  difpofes  us  alfo  to 
prayer,  or  to  apply  by  the  moft  eameft  fup- 
plications  for  the  continuance  of  the  Divine 
favour,  on  which  our  all  for  time  and  eter- 
nity depends.  Again,  that  feirfe  of  entire 
dependence  upon  God  which  humility 
keeps  ever  prefent  to  the  mind,  calls  off 
our  truft  from  alt  other  things,  and  dif^ 
pofes  us  to  reft  our  confidence  on  the 
Lord  Jehovah  alone ^  in  whom  is  everlafiing 
Jirength.  To  Which  may  be  added,  that 
the  confcioufnefs  of  our  failing  or  negled* 
ing  to  fulfil  our  moral  obligations,  and  to 
zOi  up  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Diyine  law 
(which  was  fhewn  to  be  one  of  the  principal 
fources  of  humility),  neceffarily  leads  us  to 
penitent  confeflion  of  our  fins  and  infirHii* 
ties,  to  pious  forrow  upon  the  account  of 
them,  and  to  thankful  acknowledgments  of 
the  great  promifes  of  pardon  made  in  the 
Gofpel.  And  thus  it  appears,  that  all  the 
various  aSs  and  exercifes  of  fincere  piety 
grow  naturally  out  of  an  humble  dilpofi* 
7  tiooy 
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tion,  and  derive  conftant  nouri/hmerit  and   i  t  R  M. 
fupport  from  it. 

2.  That  juftice  or  equity  of  difpofition. 
and  behaviour  is  a  capital  virtue  in  the 
Chriftian  fcheme  of  morality,  can  admit  of 
no  doubt  J  for  our  Saviour  himfelf  has  de- 
clared that  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
Therefore,  fays  he,  Wbatfoever  you  would 
that  men  Jhould  do  to  you^  do  ye  even  Jo  to 
them ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets  *. 
Now  the  influence  of  an  humble  temper  to 
promote  an  univerfal  fairncfs,  and  equity  of 
difpofition  and  behaviour,  in  ail  our  inter- 
courfes  with  mankind,  is  very  evident  on 
the  leaft  refledion.  Every  one  who  attends 
to  what  pafles  within  himfelf,  or  in  the 
world  around  him,  muft  be  fenfible,  that 
felf-love,  fblf-will,  indulged  without  any 
check,  and  the  confequent  unjuft  prefer-^ 
ences  which  we  give  to  ourfelves  above 
others  in  our  own  imaginations,  are  the 
chief  caufes  of  that  manifeft  partiality  which 
we  too  frequently  fhew  to  ourfelves  and  to 
our  own  interefts.  And  it  muft  be  con- 
feflfed,  that  this  partiality  is  frequently  fo 
{^ring  and  fo  reproachful,  as  to  aftonifh 

•  Matth.  vii.  12. 
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SERM.  every  diftnterefted  byftander.      The  intt-t 
.  \  refted  perfon  himfelf  is  commonly  the  only 

one  who  ccrtitinues  blind  to  the  ftriking  in- 
juftice  and  inequality  of  his  demands. 

Now  it  is  in  the  humble  mind  that  the 
excefles  of  felf-love  and  felf-will  are  re- 
ftrained  and  correded,  and  that  vain  felf- 
complacent  imaginations  are  fubdued*  It  is 
in  the  humble  mind  alone  that  a  quick  and 
tender  fenfe  of  the  natural, equality  of  man- 
kind prevails,  and  extends  its  influence  to 
every  emotion  of  the  heart  and  ai^on  of 
the  life,  refpeding  our  fellow  men.  It  is 
manifeft,  therefore,  that  humility  of  difjpo- 
fition  cherifhes,  flrengthens,  and  promotes 
that  fairnefs  and  equity  of  condu<^  which 
our  Saviour  afTerts  to  be  the  main  defign  of 
the  law  and  of  the  prophets ;  or,  in  other 
words,  a  main  defign  of  all  the  revelations 
of  the  Divine  will  made  to  mankind.  We 
fhall  only  add  on  this  head,  that  every  one 
who  has  attended  to  the  charaders  of  man^ 
kind  around  him,  and  to  their  moral  con-- 
du£t,  muft  liave  obferved,  that  genuine  hu- 
mility and  equity  of  difpofition  are  infepa- 
rably  united. 

3.  That 
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X.  That  the  excrcife  of  charity,  bcnig-  SERM, 
nity,  beneficence,  and  the  whole  train  of 
the  focial  duties,  are  conftantly  joined  as  et* 
fcntial  parts  of  the  religion  of  Jefus,  is  evi- 
dent to  every  one  who  has  looked  into  the 
New  Teftament.  Now,  that  true  humility 
has  the  moft  friendly  influence  on  all  thefoft 
and  tender  aflfedions  of  the  human  heart, 
may  be  ihewu  in  a  few  words,  and  is  in- 
deed evident  at  firft  fight  without  any  illuA 
tration.  We  have  feen  in  the  former  dif^ 
courfe,  that  humility  arifes,  partly  firom  an 
habitual  fenfe  of  our  being  liable  ourfelves 
to  all  the  various  difeafes  and  calamities  in-* 
cident  to  humanity,  and  partly  <firom  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  our  own  failings  and  imperfec- 
tions of  a  moral  kind.  Both  thefe  confider- 
ations  have  a  plain  and  natural  tendency  to 
foften  and  humanize  our  tempers,  to  difpoie 
us  to  the  exercife  of  fympathy,  compaflion, 
charity,  and  of  the  whole  tribe  of  focial  dif- 
pofitions,  and  confequently  to  every  hu- 
mane and  firiendly  adion.  Particularly,  that 
branch  of  humility  which  fprings  from  a 
fenfe  of  oiu:  moral  defeds,  or  departures 
from  the  ftandard  of  moral  excellence  fet 
before  us  in  the  law  of  God,  will  inpUiiQ 
A  a  3  us 
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s  £  R  M.  us  to  make  all  proper  or  reafonable  allow- 
ances for  the  errors  and  mifcarriages  of 
others.  Efpccially,  the  reflexion  upon  the 
injuries  we  may  have  done  to  others^  or  the 
provocations  we  may  have  given  to  tbem^ 
will  naturally  mollify  and  fweeten  our  tem- 
per, and  difpofe  us  even  to  forgive  thofe 
who  may  have  injured  or  vn-onged  us. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  humility  puts  us  into 
that  frame  of  mind  which  difpofes  us  to  ful- 
fil, in  the  moft  eafy  and  cheerful  manner, 
thj2  great  commandment  of  love  in  all  the 
braficbcs  of  it.  Let  it  be  further  obferved, 
io  the 

4J:h  place,  that  an  humble  difpofition  is 
th^  beft  preparation  for  patience  under  the 
real  afBidions  and  diftrefles  of  life.  It  is 
tlie  fiatural  efied):  of  pride  and  haughtinefa 
to  produce  difcontent  and  impatience  undo* 
fufFerings^  and  fometimes  even  murmurings 
againft  Providence/  Proud  andinfolent  fpi- 
rits  are  apt  to  think  that  a  ftate  of  pro- 
fjperity  and  eafe  is  their  due ;  this  they  think 
they  have  a  right  to ;  whereas  the  humble 
man  looks  upon  the  fevereft  fufferings  as 
lefs  than  he  deferves.  When  he  has  the 
profpe£t  of  a£9idions,  or  is  under  the  ac* 
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tual  preflure  of  them,  his  humble  <lifpofi-  S  5,^  M. 
tion  fuggefls  to  him  fuch  fentiments  and 
confiderations  as  tend  to  reconcile  his  mind 
to  his  prefent  condition :  Such  as,  ^^  wha( 
am  I,  that  I  fhould  claim  any  exemption 
**  from  thofe  pains  and  fufferings  which  be- 
**  fal  the  generality  of  mankind  in  the  com- 
**  mon  courfe  of  Providence?  What  title 
^^  have  I  to  be  diflatisfied  or  to  complain  ? 
**  Have  not  much  wifer,  greater,  and  better 
^  men  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  drank 
"  deep  of  the  bitter  cup  of  adverfity?  Does 
^^  it  not  rather  become  me  to  be  thankful 
**  for  the  good  I  have  already  enjoyed,  than 
^^  to  complain  that  there  is  now  an  interruj^ 
•*  tion  to  the  courfe  of  my  prosperity  ?  In- 
^  dead  of  complaining,  fhould  not  I  rather 
**  receive  my  affidions  with  all  fubmtfliOD, 
^^  and  look  upon  them  as  a  fchool  of  wi^ 
"  dom,  affording  me  the  faireft  occafion  to 
**  exert  my  ftrength  of  mind,  and  my  en- 
"  tire  confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  righte- 
**  oufnefs  of  Divine  Providence  ?  And  ought 
**  I  not  rather  to  be  thankful  and  to  rejoice, 
"  than  to  be  dejedlcd  and  call  down,  fmce 
**  amidil  all  my  fufferings  I  ftill  poffefs  thefe 
^  greateft  of  bleffings,  innocence,  peace  of 
A  a  4  «  con- 
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SERM.  "  confcience,  and  the  favour  of  Almightlr 

'^'^^""-   "God?" 

5.  It  may  be  further  added  on  this  head, 
that  if  humility  gives  patience  under  real 
affliftions,  much  more  does  it  difpofe  us  to 
contentment  with  our  lot  and  condition  in 
the  world,  how  low  or  deftitute  foever, 
when  we  are  under  no  prefent  diftrefs ;  it 
is  the  language  of  humility:  **  The  little 
•*  that  I  have  is  the  free  gift  of  the  Divine 
*•  bounty;  and  though  it  were  ftill  lefs,  it 
"  is  more  than  I  deferve.  Many  greater 
*'  and  worthier  perfons  than  I  am  have  in 
•*  former  ages  ftrugglcd,  and  many  fuch  in 
**  the  prefent  times  are  ftruggling,  in  lower 
^*  circumftances  and  with  a  harder  lot. 
**  Why  then  fhould  I  complain?  Though 
**  I  have  not  great  affluence  of  worldly 
**  goods,  yet  I  have  greater  bleflings  than 
*•  thefe ;  wifdom,  confcious  integrity,  fere- 
'**  nity  of  mind,  and  the  humble  hope  of 
**  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  Almighty 
**  God.  Why  fhould  I  not  rather  fit  down 
**  and  praife  God  for  thefe  rich  and  inefti- 
*'  mable  blefEngs  which  I  enjoy,  and  which 
**  cannot  be  taken  from  me,  than  bewail 
*'  the  want  of  fuch  things  as,  though  I  were 
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•*  in  the  pofleffion  of,  I  might  be  deprived  sfeRM. 
**  of  by  a  thoufand  accidents?" 

6.  Laftly,  upon  this  head,  let  it  be  ob-^ 
ferved,  that  it  is  another  natural  and  excel- 
lent elFedt  of  humility  to  preferve  a  mode- 
ration of  mind  and  modefty  of  behaviour, 
even  in  the  fulleft  flow  of  worldly  profperity. 
There  is  a  ftrange  intoxicating  power  in 
profperity  to  make  men  forget  themfelves 
and  their  prefent  frail  and  mortal  condition* 
But  the  humble  difpofition  is  the  moft  ef- 
fectual prefervative  from  the  baneful  influ- 
ence of  this  bewitching  ftate  of  profperity. 
It  was  obfcrved  under  the  firft  head  o£  this 
difcourfe,  that  humility  partly  arifes  from  a 
habitual  fenfe  of  theinftability  of  all  worldly 
things.  The  humble  mind  is  therefore 
never  lifted  up  with  the  prefent  poflTeflion  of 
thofe  things,  of  which  it  may  every  moment 
be  ftripped  by  a  thoufand  unexpedled  caufes 
in  the  courfe  of  events.  Befides,  the  man 
who  maintains  an  humble  flate  of  mind  is 
difpofed  to  confider  the  external  goods  of 
life  as  gifts  of  the  Divine  bounty,  which 
fliould  exalt  his  gratitude  and  praife  ;  and 
not  as  affording  the  lead  ground  for  felf- 
confidence,  or  for  pride  and  prefumption  of 
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$ERM.  heart.  Or,  the  humble  perfon  confider) 
the  goods  of  fortune  ftill  in  another  light; 
as  talents  committed  to  his  trufl  as  d^Jleward^ 
for  the  ufe  and  improvement  of  which  he 
ia  accountable  to  him  who  entrufted  them 
to  his  care.  It  is  obvious,  that  this  view  of 
worldly  poffeflions  tends  rather  to  produce 
a  folicitude  and  anxiety  about  nEiaking  a 
virtuous  ufe  of  them,  than  to  infpire  any 
haughtinefs  and  infolence  from  the  pofTeflioa 
of  them. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  humble  temper 
of  mind  i^  highly  favourable  to  the  improve- 
ment of  all  the  leading  virtues  of  the  Chris- 
tian life.  We  have  endeavoured  to  fhow,  that 
it  is  a  mod  powerful  and  e£Bcacious  mean 
of  promoting  piety,  equity,  benignity,  pa- 
tience, contentment,  and  moderation  of  mind 
in  the  grcateft  flow  of  worldly  profperity. 

But  while  we  thus  reprefent  humility  as 
the  fource  and  fupport  of  fo  many  excellent 
virtues,  it  may  not  be  improper  in  this 
place  to  take  notice  of  an  objedlion  that  has 
been  made  to  it ;  viz.  that  the  exercife  of 
humility  leads  to  meannefs  and  bafenefs  of 
fpirit,  and  is  totally  inconfiftent  with  great- 
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nefs  of  mind.     It  will  clearly  appear  that  SJ  R  M. 
there  is  no  foundation  for  this  objedion,  if 
we  jirji  confider,  that  the  true  notion  of 
ineannefs  of  fpirit  is  fomething  in  a  perfon*s 
fentiments  or  behaviour  below  the  dignity 
of  his  nature;  viz.  fome  workings  of  little 
iblfifli  and  envious  paflions.      But  it  has 
been  fliown  already,  that  humility  is  founded 
in  the  f«ppreffion  of  the  felfifh,  the  envious, 
and  little  worldly  paffions.     One  principal 
fource  of  it  is,  a  confcioufnefs  that  we  have 
in  our  condu<fJ:  fallen  below  that  ftandard  of 
moral  perfedion  fet  before  us  in  the  law  of 
God,  and  in  our  conformity  to  which  we 
are  convinced  our  higheft  honour  and  dig- 
nity confift.     Now,  to  allege  that  a  man 
who  carries  habitually  about  with  him  the 
higheft  ftandard  of  moral  excellence,  a  man 
whofe  chief  ambition  is  to  adi  up  to  it,  and 
who  mourns  over  every  inftance  in  which 
he  falls  below  it ;  to  allege,  I  fay,  that  a 
man  with  fuch  views,  and  in  fuch  difpofi- 
dons,  ftiould  be  inclined  to  meannefs  and 
bafenefs  of  fpirit,  and  to  acS  below  the  dig- 
nity of  his  nature,  is  really  to  allege  mani- 
feft  contradidlions;   for  that  very  idea  of 
moral  excellence  which  the  humble  perfon 
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s  E  R  M.  carries  about  with  him,  mud  be  one  of  the 
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bed  fecuritiesi  agayift  his  ading  a  mean  and 

imworthy  part^  and  mufl  alfo  be  a  noble  in* 
centive  to  him  to  a^  always  in  the  worthieft 
manner:  fo  that  there  is  certainly  no  con- 
nedion  at  all  betwixt  true  humility  and  ab- 
jednefs  of  fpirit*  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  view  which  has  been  given  of  the  fources 
of  humility,  it  plainly  appears  that  it  muft 
lead  to  real  dignity  of  conduct,  and  to  true 
greatnefs  of  mind. 

•  And  it  is  alfo  worthy  of  the  particular  at- 
tention of  all  who  are  capable  of  obferving 
the  operations  of  the  human  heart,  and  the 
connedions  betwixt  its  feveral  difpofitions; 
that  humility  is  not  only  perfedly  confident 
with  greatnefs  of  mind,  and  with  the  ex- 
crcife  of  the  more  fhining  virtues,  love  to  a 
country,  public  fpirit,  true  patriotifm,  mag- 
panimity,  generofity,  heroifm,  and  the  red 
of  that  order,  but  is  indeed  the  bed  foil  in 
which  thefe  virtues  can  be  planted,  and  in 
which  alone  they  can  produce  their  pure, 
genuine,  and  riched  fruits.  It  is  true,  there 
may  be  glaring  appearances  of  the  more 
fliining  and  heroic  virtues  in  the  charaders 
and  condudt  of  thofe  who  are  quite  void  of 
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teal  humiUty.  A  man,  for  inftance,  who  SE R M. 
never  ferioufly  attended  to  what  is  in  truth 
his  nature  and  condition; — a  man  who  ne- 
ver refie&ed  in  earneft,  that  he  is  on  a  level 
with  the  lowed  of  mankind  in  all  import- 
ant refpefts,  but  whofe  whole  attention  iil 
the  courfe  of  his  education  has  been  turned 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man nature,  of  the  excellence  of  the  more 
iplendid  kind  of  virtues,  and  to  the  renown 
and  glory  that  attend  them  j— what  will  be 
the  natural  effeds  of  fuch  a  habit  of  think-^- 
ing?  No  doubt  the  perfon  may  feel  a  kind 
of  ardour  for  moral  qualities,  adions,  an4 
charaAers  of  this  high  kind  and  order ;  he 
may  feel  and  exprefs  a  great  admiration  of 
them;  on  fome  occafions  he  may  exhibit 
inilances  of  them  in  his  own  conduct.  But 
the  more  private  and  more  humble  virtues 
of  piety,  equity,  candour,  meeknefs,  mode- 
ration, and  contentment,  will  raife  very 
little  ardour  or  admiration  in  his  bread* 
Vanity,  felf-preference,  and  even  con- 
tempt of  others,  will  fecretly  mingle  them 
fdves  with  his  moil  fplendid  anions,  and 
break  out  in  fome  inftances  of  his  beha- 
viour.     Self-love  and  felf-will  being  un- 
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SBRM.  fubdued,  and  the  man  havine  never  felt 
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any  humbling   impreflions  of  himfelf,  he 

^ill  remain  under  the  inward  dominion  of 

the  felfifh  paffions,  whatever  appearances  of 

difintereftednefs  and  generofity  may  be  in 

his  outward  condud.     Now,  when  thofc 

moft  important  virtues  of  piety,  equity  of 

difpofition,  moderation  of  mind  in  pro- 

fperity,  and  patience  in  adverfity,  meeknefs 

and  contentment  with  his  lot  and  condition, 

are  very  weak,  or  entirely  wanting  in  a  cha- 

rader,  it  becomes  a  very  mixed  and  im* 

perfed  one.     So  that  thofe  more  fplendid 

virtues  which  he  admires,  and  fometimes 

puts  in  pradlice,  are  only  like  jets  of  water 

proceeding  from  a  muddy  and  corrupted 

fountain,  which,  though  they  appear  clear 

and  bright,  by  the  refledion  of  the  fun 

beams  when  they  pafs  through  the  air,  yet 

they  really  carry  along  with  them  a  mixture 

of  the  mud  and  corruption  of  the  bottom 

from  which  they  were  raifed* 

Thus  it  appears,  that  what  are  called  the 

more  extraordinary  and  heroic  virtues  arc 

in  fome  refpeds  fpurious  and  counterfeit, 

or  at  leaft  have  fome  great  defed  and  im- 

perfedion  attending  them,  when  they  are 

not 
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net  founded  upon,  or  do  not  fpring  from,  S  ERM* 
the  common  and  ordinary  but  fundamental 
virtues,  which   conftitute  the  eflentials  of 
every  good  character,  from  the  loweft  to  the 
higheft  of  the  human  race. 

Now,  from  the  view  which  has  been 
given  of  the  excellence  of  this  virtue  of  hu- 
mility hi  itfelf,  and  of  its  extenfive  influ- 
ence on  all  the  other  virtues  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  life,  we  may  fee  the  reafon  of  its  being 
fo  eameftly  recommended,  and  having  fuch 
great  weight  laid  upon  it  both  in  the  Jewifli 
and  in  the  Chriftian  revelation.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  expreflive  of  the  fu- 
perior  worth  of  the  humble  ftate  of  mind, 
and  of  its  acceptablenefs  to  God,  than  the 
promife  in  the  text^  that  the  high  and 
lofty  One  who  inhabits  Eternity,  whofc 
name  is  Holy,  who  dwells  in  the  high  and 
holy  place,  will  dwell  nvitb  bim  that  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  Jpirit.  This  glorious 
promife  certainly  implies  in  it  all  that  hap^ 
(Hnefs  that  the  human  imagination  can  con- 
ceive, or  the  human  heart  can  defire.  The 
language  of  the  New  Teftament  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  though  lefe  figurative  and  fublimc,  is 
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SERM.  fufficiently  exprefEve  of  th€  fupreme  im- 
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portance  and  acceptablenefs  to  God  of  the 

humble  and  contrite  heart*  God  refifletb 
the  proud^  but  giveth  grace  to  the  bumble. 
Thofe  who  humble  themfelvesy^^j//  be  ex^ 
cited  in  due  time  j  and  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven is  theirs. 

From  the  above  view  of  things,  we  may 
alfo  difcern  the  reafon  why  the  more  fhining 
virtues,  fuch  as  heroifm,  magnanimity,  gene- 
rofity,  patriotifm,  and  the  reft  of  that  or* 
der,  fo  highly  celebrated  by  poets  and  hif- 
torians,  are  feldom  mentioned  in  the  fcrip- 
ture,  and  never  with  any  encomiums  upon 
their  extraordinary  importance  or  excel- 
lence. It  is  evidently  the  defign.of  the  Scrip- 
tures to  direct  the  behaviour  of  mankind  in 
the  daily  intercourfesof  fociety  and  the  ordi- 
nary train  of  life,  without  giving  any  particu? 
lar  diredions  as  to  their  behaviour  on  thofe 
great  and  rare  occafions,  on  which  they  may 
be  called  to  exercife  an  extraordinary  kind 
or  degree  of  virtue.  Private  and  ordinary 
life  is  the  field  of  battle  where  the  great 
body  of  mankind  are  called  to  exercife  their 
firmnefs  and  courage  in  fighting  the  good 
fight  of  faith.     It  is  here  that  we   muft 
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learn  to  conquer  ourfelves.  and  eftablidi  an  S  E  R  M. 
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empire  in  our  own  bofoms  over  every  mean, 

every  felfifli,   and  every  worldly  pailion; 

The  vidories  gained  here,  though  concealed 

from  the  eyes  of  men,  may  be  more  fignal 

and  glorious  in  the  fight  of  God  than  thofe 

that  are  gained  in  the  moft  confpicuous 

and  adnured  fcenes  of  public  life& 

The  wifdom  of  the  Scriptures,  in  fuitlng 
their  inftrudions  tt>  the  ordinary  ftate  and 
condition  of  human  life,  is  very  evident ;  foe 
whoever  gives  any  degree  of  attention  ta 
the  natural  order  of  Xht  c^ratibns  and 
workings  of  the  human  heart,  muft  difeerii, 
ikizn  when  bad  paffions  and  bad  habits  are 
fubdued)  and  when  the  empire  erf  the  fo-^ 
cial,  virtuous,  and  pious  difpofitions  is  efta*^ 
bliihed  within  us,  thofe  noble  diipoiitionis 
will  operate  with  eafe  and  freedom  on  all 
ordinary  occafions;  and  when  occadona 
offer  of  exerting  any  extraordinary  degrees 
of  virtue,  the  foul,  being  eftabliflied  in  the 
beft  ftate  for  fuch  uncommon  exertions,  will 
naturally  difplay  its  ftrength  in  fuch  fhining 
a<as  of  fortitude,  of  public  fpirit,  or  genc- 
rofity,  as  the  occafion  calls  for.  Whereas^ 
if  a  man  perform  the  moft  heroic  aftions, 

Vol.  IL  B  b  while 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xxvm. 


57a  The  Excdlcnce  and  Adwintages^  &c 

s  s  R  M.  labile  his  foul  is  ftiU  under  the  domimon  of 
felfiih,  interefted,  and  corrupt  principles^ 
however  fplendid  bis  a^lions  may  be  in  the 
fight  of  men^  they  are  not  virtuous  and 
worthy  in  the  fight  of  God,  who  judges 
not  according  to  external  appearances,  but 
according  to  the  truth  of  things. 

Lallly :  Since  humility  is  a  virtue  of  fuch 
diftiilguiihed  excellence^  and  has  fuch  pecu- 
liar jMTomiiib^  anoexfd  to  it  as  have  beea 
mentioned^  let  us  ever  cultivate  it  virith  the 
moft  affiduous  care^  and  ever  lift  up  our 
fbuk  to  God  iu  the  moft  fervent  prayers, 
that  he  may  eftablijfh.  it  in  its  full  power  ia 
our  he^ts^  and  give  it  a  commanding  in« 
fiuence  over  our  whole  li£:«    Ametu 
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Isaiah,  Ivii;  15* 

l^or  thus  faith  the  high  and  lojiy  One  thai 
inhabit etb  Eternity^  whofe  name  is  Holy; 
I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place^ 
•with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
humble  fpirit^  to  revive  thefpirit  of  the 
bumble^  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 
contrite  ones. 


I 


HAVE,  in  two  former  difcourfes  from  s  E  R  M. 

XXIX 
thefe  words,  confidered  the  fources  oi 


humility,  and  fhown  that  there  is  a  folid 
foundation  laid  for  it  in  the  circumflances 
^nd  ilate  of  mankind  in  this  world. 

1  have  alfo  pointed  out  fome  of  the  im- 
portant connexions  and  advantages  of  thig 
Chriftian  virtue ;  that  the  humble  heart  is 
the  proper  foil  in  which  all  the  reft  of  the 
virtues  will  grow,  and  produce  the  faireft 
B  b  a  and 
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S  E  R  M.  and  richeft  fruits — that  it  is  favourable  to 
•  piety  in  all  its  branches,  to  humanity,  equi- 
ty, patience  under  afflidlions  and  diftrefles, 
contetitment  with  our  lot,  and  moderation 
in  the  height  of  profperity. 

I  now  proceed  to  the 

Hid  and  laft  thing  propofed ;  namely,  to 
mention  forae  confiderations  fuited  to  beget 
real  humility  in  our  hearts,  or  at  leaft  to 
give  a  check  to  pride  and  vanity  there. 

And  indeed  there  is  not  a  fingle  view  of 
human  nature  which  is  not  fufficient  to  ex- 
tinguifli  the  fecret  feeds  of  pride,  and  to 
iink  us  down  into  the  lowefl  ftate  of  humi- 
lity and  annihilation. 

1.  Let  us  then  confider  ourfelves  in  the 
^rfi  light  in  which  we  appear  to  a  thinking 
mind ;  namely,  as  we  are  creatures  or  de- 
pendent beings.  The  omnipotent  hand  of 
our  Maker  drew  us  out  of  nothing,  and  he 
can  in  a  moment  plunge  us  back  into  it. 
We  have  but  a  borrowed  kind  of  exiflence; 
it  is  not  our  own ;  we  can  claim  no  pro- 
perty in  it,  no  fecurity  for  the  continuance 
of  it.  Whatever  we  are,  we  are  fo  oaly 
at  the  will  of  another.  We  are  hanging  as 
it  were  in  the.  air,  over  the  great  abyfs  of 
..   .  nothing, 
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nothing,  into  which  we  (hould  fall  down  s  E  R  M, 
every  moment,  if  the  all-fuftaining  hand    ^^^^• 
of  our  Creator  did  not  fupport  us.  Of  what 
then  are  we  proud  ?  Of  a  being  which  we 
have  received  from  another^  and  which  we 
hold  fo  precarioufly  at  his  pleafure.     Thi* 
is  not  only  a  reafonable  ground  of  humility 
to  us,  confidering  what  we  are,  how  mean 
and  low  a  rank  of  creatures ;  but  might  be 
fufficient  to  bring  down  our  high  looks, 
though  we  were  poffefled  of  all  the  perfec- 
tions that  any  creature  is  capable  of  enjoy- 
ing.    This  is  enough  to  take  down  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  higheft  angels:  that  they  hold 
their  being  and  all  their  faculties  at  the  will 
of  another,  who  made  them  by  an  a£t  of 
his  power,  and  can  unmake  them  again  at 
his  pleafure. 

2.  Let  us  confider  that  there  is  nothing  in 
our  prefent  fallen  and  imperfedt  (late  that 
can  tempt  any  thinking  creature  to  pride 
and  vanity :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  every 
view  of  our  prefent  condition  is  fuited  to 
beget  in  us  lowlinefs  of  mind.  We  have 
no  reafon  to  be  puffed  up  with  our  know- 
ledge, our  virtue,  or  our  happipefs :  for 
th?  Jeaft  refle^on  may  foon  convince  i^s^ 
B  b  3  that 
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S  E  R  M.  that  our  knowledge  is  mingled  with  Igno* 
^^^^' ,  ranee  and  error;  our  rirtuc  with  fia  and 
imperfeflion  j  our  happinefs  with  pain  and 
miferjr. 

Firft,  With  rcfpefl:  to  our  knowledge, 
fliere  is  no  foundation  for  pride  or  felf- 
conceit.  All  the  knowledge  we  can  pof? 
fibly  attain  is  trifling,  when  compared  with 
the  unmeafurable  compafs  of  what  remains 
ftill  unknown^  The  whole  extent  or  trea-? 
fury  of  knowledge  is  comprehended  in 
thefe  two  things,  the  knowledge  of  God 
himfelf,  and  of  his  glorious  works.  The 
knowledge  of  the  works  of  God  divides  it- 
felf  into  thefe  three  branches :  the  know- 
ledge of  the  material  and  vifible  world;  the 
Jcnowledge  of  the  fpiritual  and  invifible  j 
and  laftly,  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  and 
rules  by  which  both  are  governed,  and  of 
the  events  and  tranfadions  of  both  worlds, 
thofe  which  are  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come, 
^ow,  take  the  moft  profound  philofopher 
that  ever  appeared  upon  earth,  and  you 
will  foon  find,  that  all  he  knows  abont  thefe 
things  is  not  the  ten  thoufandth  part  of  what 
}*emains  unknown.  It  is  but  a  drop  com-^ 
pared  to  the  ocean,  Tyrp  jroyr  tjts  to  the 
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firft  obieia  you  meet  with,  and  defire  the  SERM. 

XXIX 

moft  able  philofopher  to  give  you  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  it,  and  you  {hall  foon 
difcover  that  his  underilanding  is  puzzled 
and  confounded.  There  never  yet  was  a 
man  in  the  world  who  could  give  a  fatisfy- 
ing  account  of  the  nature  and  ftrudiure  of 
a  fly,  a  worm,  or  even  a  fpire  of  grafs ; 
much  lefs  could  he  give  a  diftindi  account 
of  himfelf  and  his  nobler  faculties;  much 
lefs  ftill  of  this  vaft  univerfe^  and  that  im- 
menfe  variety  of  beings  which  replenifliit; 
and  leaft  of  all  of  God,  the  invifiblc  Maker 
and  Ruler  of  the  whole.  Indeed,  all  hu- 
man learning  is  no  great  matter;  or,  to 
fpeafc  properly,  is  nothing.  The  greateflt 
advantage  and  nobleft  fruit  of  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge  attainable  by  mankind 
is,  that  it  may  fufl[iciently  humble  them^ 
and  give  them  a  thorough  convidion,  that 
all  they  can  attain  unto  fcarce  deferves  the 
name  of  knowledge.  There  is  little  reafon 
then  for  our  being  proud  of  the  ufe  and 
employment  of  our  underftanding* 

Secondly,  There  is  as  little  reafon  for  va- 
luing ourfelves  highly  on  account  of  our 
yirtiid     The  virtue  or  holinefs  of  the  bed 
Bb  4  of 
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SERM.  of  men  rifes  only  to  a  very  low  pitch.  They 
.  ^y^* ,  are  at  a  vaft  diftance  even  from  that  de- 
gree of  perfedion  of  which  they  are  capable 
in  this  life.  It  muft  certainly  be  owing 
to  a  fecret  felf-partiality,  to  fome  ftrong 
inclination  to  think  well  of  ourfelvcs,  that 
we  are  not  ftruck  more  deeply  with  a  fenfe 
of  the  impcrfedion  of  our  virtue.  We  ci- 
ther employ  fome  artifice  to  keep  o\ir  £dl- 
ings  and  defedls  entirely  out  of  fight ;  or,  if 
we  cannot  (hut  our  eyes  upon  them  alto- 
gether, we  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  a  very  ge- 
neral and  tranfient  view  of  them.  There 
are  a  fort  of  artificial  pidures  in  the  world, 
which,  if  a  man  look  at  in  an  advantageous 
light,  reprefent  fome  beautiful  or  comely 
perfon ;  but  looked  at  it  in  another  light, 
they  reprefent  fome  deformed  and  mifhapen 
inonfter.  Our  felf-love  or  partiality  inclines 
us  to  look  upon  the  pidure  of  our  own  lives 
and  adions  in  that  pofition  which  makes 
them  appear  beautiful  and  virtuous;  but 
we  feldom  have  the  boldnefs  to  behold  them 
in  that  fituadon  which  would  give  us  a  full 
view  of  their  deformity.  Did  we  turn  our 
thoughts  as  often  to  the  fins  we  commit,  as 
IP  the  good  adip^s  we  perform  j — did  we 
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keep  as  faithful  a  regifter  in  our  memories  ^^J^* 
of  the  duties  we  negledt,  as  we  ordinarily  do 
of  the  virtues  which  we  pradife ; — did  we 
carefully  confider  how  much  fecret  hypo- 
crify,  felfilhnefs,  vain-glory,  and  other  un- 
handfome  and  debafing  ingredients  mingle 
themfelves  with  the  pureft  of  our  virtues^ 
and  the  bell  of  our  adtions; — did  we,  I 
fay,  ferioufly  refledt  on  thefe  things,  we 
could  not  fail  to  be  convinced  that  there  is 
fufiGcient  reafon  for  our  thinking  meanly  of 
ourfclves,  and  of  our  higheft  virtues. 

That  we  may  be  ftill  more  fenfible  of  the 
inxperfedion  of  our  virtue,  let  us  confider 
whether  we  have  confidently  maintained 
our  charadler  as  rational  beings.  We  pre- 
tend that  our  character  as  reafonable  beings 
lies  in  this,  that  we  are  capable  of  perceiving 
things  of  a  fpiritual  and  divine  nature,  and 
of  living  under  the  influence  of  them :  in 
this  confifts  our  diftindiion  from,  and  our 
fuperiority  over,  the  brutes.  Can  we  fay 
then  that  we  have  indeed  maintained 
this  charadler,  and  been  mainly  governed 
through  life  by  the  impreffions  of  hea- 
venly and  divine  things,  and  not  by  the 
impreffions  pf  worldly  and  temporal  things? 

'      Arc 
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s  E  R  M.  Arc  wc  not  rathier  confcious  that  wc  hare 
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^  ^  \  been  infenfible,  often  and  to  a  high  degree 
infenfible,  of  the  worth  and  excellence  of 
divine  things ;  while  we  have  been  almoft 
perpetually  governed  by  thofe  things  which 
ftrike  upon  our  fenfes  and  pleafe  our  appe- 
tites?* Is  not  this  unworthy  of  our  high 
charader?  Is  hot  thi*  apoftatizing  from 
humanity  ?  Where  is  our  pre-eminence  over 
the  brutes  ?  Is  not  this  a  finking  down  into 
the  beftial  life? 

We  might  ftill  feel  a  ftronger  conviction 
of  the  impeifedion  of  our  virtue,  if  wc 
would  compare  our  hearts  and  lives  with 
the  particular  laws  of  God.  Whether  has 
the  love  of  God  of  the  love  of  the  world 
the  commanding  influence  over  our  hearts  ? 
We  are  fenfible  that  we  are  often  captivated 
by  the  meaner  beauties  of  the  creature:  do 
we  find  ourfelves  as  really  and  ftrongly 
ft  ruck  with  the  perfect  excellence  of  the 
Creator  ?  We  muft  furely  be  humble  when 
we  think  that  we  are  able  to  attain  incom- 
parably higher  impreflions  of  God  and  di- 
vine things  in  our  hearts  than  we  ufually 
feeL  We  are  capable  of  being  raifed  to  a 
pitch  of  efteem^  admiration,  love,  and  joy 

in 
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In  (3od,  in  comparifon  Vith  which  our  SERM* 
prefent  fentiments  and  feelings,  are  but  like  ' 
the  faint  impreffion  made  upon  our  minds 
by  the  idea  of  the  fun  when  abfent,  com- 
pared with  what  we  are  confcious  of  when 
we  behold  him  fhining  in  his  glory.  The 
very  thought  of  our  being  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  great  God,  fupreme  in 
power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs,  Ihould  lift 
up  our  fouls  to  a  perpetual  tranfport  of 
joy  and  wonder.  The  hope,  too,  of  an- 
other and  better  life,  in  the  abodes  of  per- 
fedl  knowledge,  of  the  higheft  virtue  and 
pureft  friendfhip,  had  we  that  hope,  firm, 
certain,  and  unfliaken,  fhould  make  us  live 
in  one  delightful  uninterrupted  tranfport. 
In  as  much  as  we  fall  below  thefe  things, 
fo  far  are  we  deficient  in  virtue. 

The  imperfedion  of  our  holinefs  will 
ftill  appear  in  a  ftronger  light,  if  we  com- 
pare it  in  a  calm  and  filent  manner  with 
the  perfed  purity  and  goodnefs  of  the  Di- 
vine nature.  Our  fpots  never  appear  fo 
clearly  as  when  we  place  them  before  Him^ 
who  is  light  itfelf,  in  which  there  is  no  dark-- 
pefs  at  all.  The  contemplation  of  God's 
jftfinit^  excellence  will  abafe  us  in  our  own 
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s  E  R  M.  eyes,  and  make  all  thefe  little  vlrtnes,  wbich 

XXIX 

*  we  are  proud  of,  to  vanifli  like  the  ftars  at 
the  rifing  of  the  fun. .  If  we  compare  our- 
felves  with  the  purity  of  the  Divine  na- 
ture, and  the  perfection  of  the  Divine  law, 
we  ihall  certainly  fee  that  there  are  num- 
berlefs  imperfedions  yet  hanging  about  us. 
The  view  of  thefe  will  neceflarily  humble 
us,  and  fupprefs  the  fecret  ftirrings  of  pride 
;tnd  vanity  within  oiu-  bofoms.. 

Allow  me  only  to  add  this  one  confi- 
deration,  which  of  itfelf  might  be  fufficient 
to  ftifle  all  pride  in  our  hearts;  viz.  that  if 
the  thoughts  which  pafs  through  our  hearts 
in  the  moft  important  and  ferious  day  of 
our  lives  were  expofed  naked  to  the  public 
view,  they  would  make  us  afhamed  of  our- 
felves,  and  make  mankind  change  the  fa^ 
yourable  opinion  they  had  formed  of  us. 
Though  we  can  conceal  thefe  weaknefle^ 
and  failings  from  the  eye  of  men,  yet  furely 
fince  we  are  confcious  of  them  ourfelves, 
we  ihould  be  inwardly  as  deeply  humbled 
as  if  they  were  quite  unveiled  to  the  view 
of  all  mankind. 

Laftly :  There  is  ftill  as  little  reafon  for 
pxankind  being  proud  of  the  bappinefs  they 
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enjoy  as  of  the  virtue  they  pofTefs.  The  s  e  r  m, 
former  is  as  imperfedl  as  the  latter.  We 
might  here  appeal  to  the  feeling  and  expe- 
rience of  almoft  all  mankind.  Let  them 
honeftly  declare,  whether  they  have  en- 
joyed fuch  a  high  degree  of  felicity  as  they 
dare  boaft  of.  We  might  leave  it  to  their 
own  determination,  whether  they  have 
ever  found  worldly  enjoyments  entirely 
fatisfaftory;  giving  perfect  reft  and  con- 
tentment to  their  fouls;  and  we  ihouldfind 
them  unanimoufly  declaring  thefe  enjoy- 
ments unfatisfadory:  for  indeed  they  tend 
to  divert  our  minds  from  purfuing  the  real 
and  fupreme  happinefs  of  our  nature.  The 
only  true  and  folid  joy  of  life  is,  the  prac- 
tice of  religion,  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue^ 
the  fenfe  of  the  Divine  favour,  and  the  pro- 
fpedb  of  a  blefled  immortality.  Religion  is 
the  fun,  the  light,  the  life  of  our  fouls. 
They  are  the  hopes  and  joys  of  religion 
which  brighten  up  human  life  under  thofe 
manifold  clouds  which  overcaft  it*  But 
alas!  even  this  only  true  joy  derived  from 
religion  is  very  imperfed,  broken,  and  in- 
terrupted. The  confcioufnefs  of  our  fail- 
ings and  imperfections; — tormenting  doubts 
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SERM.  about  our  intereft  in  the  Divine  favour;-^ 
anxieties^  racking  anxieties,  about  what 
will  become  of  us  in  another  world-^ 
Thefe  damp  our  religious  joys,  and  over^ 
fpread  our  minds  with  thoughtfulneis  and 
melancholy;  fo  that  neither  our  worldly 
nor  our  religious  joys  are  capable  of  giving 
us  true  happinefs.  We  may  be  faid  rather 
to  be  wandering  in  fearch  of  happinefe,  than 
aftually  to  have  attained  it.  Sometimes  we 
imagine  we  have  got  a  glimpfe  of  it;  but  it 
foon  efcapes  us,  and  leaves  us  under  the 
power  of  painful  anxiety. 

3.  In  order  to  extinguifli  pride  and  cherifli 
humility,  let  us  confider  that  thofe  things 
which  commonly  afford  to  the  unthink- 
ing part  of  mankind  fome  little  tempt- 
ation to  vanity  and  pride,  are,  when  w^ 
thoroughly  examine  them,  nothing  better 
than  bubbles  fwelled  with  air,  which  wiljl 
quickly  break  and  vanifli.  What  art  them 
proud  of?  of  thy  riches  and  wealth  ?  Why, 
what  can  they  do  unto  thee  ?  Can  they  ear 
lighten  thy  underftanding,  and  diflipate 
from  thy  mind  thofe  clouds  of  ignorance 
and  error,  which  hang  over  the  mind$  ot 
other  men?  Can  riches  purify  the  heart 
13  from 
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from  thofe  corruptions  which  cleave  to  the  S  E  R  M. 
reft  of  mankind  around  thee?  Can  they 
redify  the  diforders  of  thy  foul,  and  njake 
thy  affe^ons  fettle  on  the  things  which  aro 
above?  Can  they  add  any  real  dignity  ta 
thy  inward  charailer,  or  beautify  thy  life 
and  manners  in  the  fight  of  men?  Cati 
they  purchaie  for  thee  the  approbation  of 
thy  Maker,  or  even  fecure  to  thee  the  in- 
ward efteem  and  real  friendfliip  of  the 
wifeft  and  heft  of  mankind?  Can  they  de- 
fend thee  from  the  power  of  the  univerfal 
dcftroyer,  Death,  or  footh  thy  mind  with 
confolation  when  He  approaches  unto  thee? 
Can  they  bribe  thy  great  Judge  to  befri^fwl 
thee  in  that  hour?  Can  they  fet  open  the 
gates  of  immortality  to  receive  thee,  or  pitH 
ewe  thee  a  haiaidfome  introdu^on  taio 
thy  Maker's  prtfence?  Can  they  even  de-» 
Jiver  thee  frooi  any  pain9  and  diftrefTes  of 
body,  or  remove  the  anxieties  and  torments 
of  thy  mind?  All  theie  things  are  beyond 
their  power.— Why  then,  what  good  ca» 
they  do  thee? 

**  They  are  fecurities  againft  want — ^they 
^  afcertain  tp  me  that  I  {hall  eat  and  drink 
^  in  a  xs^oij^  plentiful  n^anjner,  and  beclo^ 
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SERM.  **  ed,  lodged,  and  tranfported  in  a  garef 
^  _  *j  **  manner,  than  the  poorer  fort  of  man-* 
**  kind/*  Thou  haft  no  abfolute  fecurity 
even  for  thefe  things :  for  riches  may  maii 
to  them/elves  wings  andjly  away.  But  how 
can  this  fwell  thy  heart  with  pride^  that 
thou  art  furer  of  meat,  drink,  clothing  and 
lodgings,  than  the  poorer  fort  of  mankind? 
This  very  thing  {hbuld  humble  thee,  that 
thou^  notwithftanding  all  thy  wealth  and 
pride,  muft  be  fed,  clothed,  and  lodged,  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  world.  Where  then 
is  thy  pre-eminence,  thy  boafted  fupc- 
riority,  lince  thou  art  on  a  level  with  the 
meaneft  of  mankind  in  the  very  meaneft 
fundions  and  offices  of  the  animal  life? 
However  thou  mayeft  lift  thyfelf  up  above 
others.  Providence  brings  thee  down,  places 
thee  under  the  fame  neceflities  of  life,  and 
forces  thee  to  acknowledge  an  equality. 

But  perhaps  thou  wilt  fay,  **  Riches  have 
**.a  nobler  ufe;  they  furnilh  me  with  the 
**  power,  and  I  have  the  opportunity  of  do- 
**  ing  much  good  with  them.  I  can  re- 
^  lieve  the  oppreffed,  comfort  the  affli<Sed, 
*•  and  fupply  the  wants  of  the  poor  and 
•*  needy/*    This    is    indeed   a   fuffici^nt 
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gfooad  tot  pizift  And  fhankfotnefa^  But  bot  S  1l  R  iir. 
for  pride  and  haughtinek  Whtt  haft  thou  JSJJ^/ 
that  thou  didft  uol  receive  \  Has  thy  Maket 
made  thee  a  ktfid  of  ftorehou(e  of  his  pro-* 
Tidence,  a  fteWarf  of  hki  bdunfjr?  Tlicn^ 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  this  diftiriftiott*  Be 
a  fountain  of  comfort  and  happinefs  to  alt 
around  thee.  Spread  joy,  contentmenti' 
and  peace,  wherever  thou  goeft. — But  at 
the  fame  timd  remember,  that  thou  art 
living  in  a  world  v^here  thou  canft  icarceiy 
pafs  from  thy  door,  otr  look  through  thy 
windows.  Without  hearing  the  cries  of  in-» 
digence  6r  difeafe-^a  woridj  where  the  very 
names  or  appellations  of  a  confiderable 
part  of  mankind  cannot  be  heard  without 
compaffibn  and  teatr;  widows^  tnfbans^  dif-' 
trijed  po9r  >"a  world,  where  ht^tals  are 
putiic  neceflarics— a  vrorld,  where  there  \^ 
fo  much  ihftabiliiky,  ftich  fudden  revolutions^* 
that  thou  thyfelf  mayeft  foon  be  in  aa 
wretched  and  forlorn  circtHsCkftaacei'  as  any 
other  perfon  whoiki'  thou  now  fiieft  around 
iSaxt.  Let  thefe  confiderations  theo^  Idtt  the 
feeds  of  pride  in  thy  hearty  aikd  ttutke  th^ 
think  modefilyof thyfdlf. 

Vol.  Ill  C  c  Again^ 
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^YYT  ^*  Agafei,  Another  coipmon  temptation  f» 
pride  is  worldly  honour  or  reputation^ 
What  ground  i&  there  for  elation  of  mind 
on  this  account?  Perhaps  thofe  who  now  ho- 
nour thee,  and  entertain  the  hig^ieil  opi- 
nion of  thy  worth,  if  they  knew  thee  tho- 
roughly—if  they  faw  jthe  fecret  motwes  of 
thy  condud — ^if  they  difcerned  thy  va- 
nity and  other  weaknefles,  would  change 
their  opinion,  ?md  heartily  diefpife  thee. 
BefideSy  remember  that  the  honoiH-,.  efleem^ 
and  reputation  thou  enjoyed  in  the  world,, 
depend  on  the  pleafure  of  thofe  who  bc- 
ftow  it.  How  vain  a  thing  is  it  to  be  proud 
of  the  breath  of  mankind,  v^hich  it  is  in 
their  power  to  recall  evexy  moment?  Or, 
at  heft,  how  vain  a  thing  is  it  to  be  proud 
of  an  imaginary  exiftence  in  the  fancy  of 
others?  Strange  I  that  mankind  fhould^ioat 
fo  much  upon  an  airy  being,  that  exifb 
only  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and  be 
fo  indifierent  about  the  real'  Being  which  is 
lodged  within  their  own  bofoms.  Is  not  thi» 
fo  employ  all  our  care  on  the  JhadaWy  while 
'Wt  €iiig\06t'4ha  /tibfi^ancef  is  it  not  indeed 
amazing,  that  our  higheft  cQucern  ihoald 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


XXIX* 


On  Humility  %%^ 

fce,  how  we  way  preferve,  beautify,  and  SERM* 
ad<H*n  thisyZrfffj/o/y?^ without. us,  while  we 
fhow  no  defite,  and  exert  no  endeavours,, 
to  improve  the  i^ealfdf  wtAkVSk  us?    • 

Befides,  how  fr^ii  and  feeble  a  thing  is 
honour  and  reputation,  which  is  crufhed 
before  the  moth  I  A  calumny,  artfully  «nd 
confidently  broached^  is  ab]e  many  times  to 
give  it  an  irrecoverable  {hock.  A  mifrepre- 
lentation,  an  unlucky  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  even  when  the  perfon  is  per- 
fectly innocent,  may  make  that  fun,  which 
flione  clear  through  a  whole  life,  fct  in  a 
cloud — may  darken  and  deftroy  in  a  mo- 
ment that  reputation,  which  a  man  has  been 
building  up  for  twenty  or  thirty  years.  But 
let  us  fuppofe  our  character  and  reputation 
as  liable  as  the  rock  of  marble  or  of  ada* 
mant;  nay,  let  us  fuppofe  too,  that  it  is 
the  heft  and  trueft  kind  of  honour  which  we 
have  acquired,  namely,  that  which  is  the 
refult  of  virtue  and  of  merit— ftill  it  is  but 
a  Ihadow  that  follows  worth  and  virtue, 
which  are  the  fubftancc.  And  is  it  reafoa- 
able  to  be  proud  of  the  (hadow  ?  nay,  is  it 
reafonable  to  be  proud  of  the  fubflance,.  the 
only  thing  valuable  and  worthy,  when  this 
C  c  a  vcrjB 
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S£  R  M.  very  pride  dimbifhes  and  degrades  Its  worth? 

XXIX.  Virtue,  inward  and  re^  worth,  is  the  gift 
of  God,  the  divineft  of  all  his  gifts,  which 
ought  to  raife  our  gratitude,  but  never  to 
fwcU  our  hearts  with  pride. 

Farther:  Another  temptation  to  pride 
and  vattity  fe  what  are  eomtnonly  called  the 
goods  of  the  body  j  fuch  as  beauty,  ftrength, 
gracefulneft.  As  little  reafon  haye  we  to 
pride  ourfelves  in  thcfe  things  as  in  thofc 
we  have  been  juft  now  fpeaking  of.  Art 
thou  proud  of  beauty  ?— a  flower  that  grows 
up  In  the  morning,  and  is  withered  and  cut 
down  before  the  evening.  Art  thou  proud 
of  ftrength  ?— a  feeble  reed,  which  may  be 
fhaken  by  the  firft  blaft  of  wind.  Perhaps 
Ibme  difeafe  may  be  begun  and  growing  up 
at  this  moment,  that  fhall  fuddenly  putt 
down  thy  ftrengtb,  tamifli  thy  beauty,  and 
turn  tbeiA  ifito  weaknefsand  loathfomenefs. 
Some  vtdue  themfelves  not  a  little  on  ftilf 
vainer  things  than  thofe;  fuch  as  fine  gay 
clothes,  and  ether  ornaments  of  the  body. 
Thefe  things  make  children  and  the  weak^ 
ibrt  of  both  fexes  proud,  even  to  admira- 
tion.  But  how  fine  fbever  thou  mayeft 
think  thyfel^  the  peacock  and  many  otjier 
^'^acures  lar  outlbkLd-thee. 

Should 
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Should  all  thefe  confidcratiohs  have  no  SERM. 
effedl  upon  us,  and  leave  us  as  much  under 
the  dominion  of  pride  as  «ver ;  Jet  us  yet 
remember,  and  lay  it  fcrioufly  to  heart, 
that  the  time  muft  come  when  our  proud 
looks  and  haughty  thoughts  fhal!  be  hum^ 
bled,  effedually  humbled.  Death  will  beat 
it  into  U8^  that  we  have  no  jufl  caufe  for 
pride.  Death  will  make  all  thofe  little  ac« 
compliihments  on  which  we  are  fo  apt  to 
value  ourfelves  vanifh  in  a  moment.  Death 
will  convince  the  high  and  haughty,  that 
he  is  mean  and  abjed:.  Death  will  per- 
fuade  the  rich,  that  he  is  a  beggar,  and  has 
no  intereft  but  in  the  grave,  which  fhall  co* 
ver  his  body  ai^l  fill  his  mx>uth«  Death 
will  difcover  to  the  beautiful  his  uglinefo 
and  deformity,  and  pilord  td  this  ^dviCticm 
of  the  ftrong  that  he  is  fdeble  aft  water* 
'  O,  wife,  eloquent,  and  mcighty  Death! 
Thou  haft  convinced  thofe  i<rhom  none  elfe 
xould  convince  or  perfbadei  what  none 
could  do  thou  haft  done^'  thofe  whom  dU 
ithe  world  have  flattered^  Thouhiaft  thrown 
TOCt  of  the  world  and  traihfiled  ttpion }  Thou 
liailijftamped  vakiij  on  aU  the  extraTagi^ 
pride  of  mankind  I     , 
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SERMON     XXX. 

Motives  and  Dircdions  to  reftrain  youthful 
PaflionB. 

[Prcactcd  in  the  College  Chapel,  Oaobcr  1767.] 


t  Timothy,  ii,  22^ 


XXX. 


Flee  alfo  youthful  lujis ;  but  follow  rlgbtcouf 
nefs^  fattby  charity^  peace  with  them  that 
call  upon  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart. 

s  5 R  M.  T  CANNOT  find  more  proper  words  in 
X  which  to  addrels  myfctf  to  the  younger 
part  of  my  audience  at  the  beginning  of  a 
feflion,  than  thofe  of  the  Apoftle  addreiled 
to  young  Ti^ibthy  in  the  text.  They  divide 
thcmfelves  into  two  parts* -. 

Firjl^  An  exhortation  to  ihun  or  guard 
agadnft  the  indulgence  of  thofe  pafiions 
i^^hich  are  apt  to  grow  irregular  and  ex«- 
cefiive  in  the  feafon  of  youdi. 

Secondly^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Motives^  ^c.  to  tejlrain  youthful  Pa(ftons^  391 

'Secondly y  To  form  refolutions  in  that  SERM, 
ftage  of  life,  to  purfue  invariably  fuch  a  .^^^'_j 
Tirtuouscourfe,  as  becomes  thofe  who  pro- 
fefs  themfelves  the  fmcere  followers  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  I  intend  to  ofier  to  your 
lionfideration  fbmething  on  each  of  thefe 
heads  in  their  order* 

The  firft  advice  the  Apoftle  gives  is,  to 
fiec  youthful  lufis.  We  all  know  that  man- 
kind are  liable  to  different  forts  or  kinds  of 
vices  in  the  different  ftages  of  life.  Old 
age  is  in  the  greateft  danger  from  one  fet 
of  vices;  youth  from  anothet;  and  middle 
age  from  a  third.  The,  immoderate  love 
and  purfuit  d  pleafitre'is'apt  to  be  the  pre- 
dominant vice  of  youth.  For  this  reafon 
the  Apcftle  vrarns  hitf  young  difciple  Ti» 
mothy  agsdnft  it,  and  I  would  warn  you 
lilfo.       - 

Cbnfider,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  un- 
reftrained,  the  unbridled  purfuh  of  plea- 
fere,  defitats  its  own  intention.  Such  is  the 
wife  and  righteous  appointment  of  Provi- 
dence, that  excefs  of  every  kind,  and  ex- 
cefs  in  fenfual  pleafures  cfpecially,  -deftroys 
the  end  it  feeks,  hurts  the  body  as  well  as 
ftie  mind,  and  difappoints  us  of  that  very 
* '  '"  C  c  4  happinefs 
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SERM.  bappioefs  which  we  purfue  with  fuchar* 
*  dour.  Nothing  is  more  coRimon  th^n  for 
thofe  who  yield  themielv.es  up  to  intern^ 
perance^  to  boaft  at  the  fame  time  of  theiv 
reafoDi  theiv  tafte^  their  i^efipement  of  i&kr 
timent}  and  the  like :  they  are  fo  v^iin  as 
to  (lyle  themfelves  men  ofpUnJure.  But  do 
they  really  deferve  this  title  \  by  no  means ; 
ibr  they  are  ftrangers  to .  fincere,  to,  real 
plfsafijre.  True  pleafure  cqnfifts  in  mode* 
yation  and  regularity ;  it  dwells  with  inno^ 
eence  sXom*  J^et  K$  %ure  to  ourfelvee  a 
young  man^  mafter  ef  his  paflions,  difi-* 
gent  in  bufmeis,  or  aiSduous  in  ftudy, 
ioutten  with  the  charms  of  tiuth^  of  vir^r 
tuous  friendflUp,  attd  fpltewing  their  guid« 
ance  through  the  daDgiroos  feafon  of  youth ; 
can  we  hefitate  orxe  mon\ent  to  pronoimcc 
this  youth  to  be  happier  than  thofe  who 
rbt  in  the  ui^controlled  indulgence  of  all 
then:  i^^dii^tiQns  am)  paifions? 
.  The  f^erif>r  e^joymenls  which  arc  loft 
by  an  iiregular  life  I  fhall  not  attempt  to 
enumerate.  ]But  it  may  be  fubmkted  to  the 
judgment  even  of  the  fenfoalift  himielft 
whether  the  enjoyments  of  the  mind,  otr 
thofe  of  icnfe  and  appetitCi  bid  &ireft  to  b^ 
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jnoft  folid  and  fatisf ying.  Whether  are  th«  s  E  R  M. 
pleafures  of  a  man,  the  pleafures  of  reafon, 
vi  confcience,  of  the  exercife  of  all  vir- 
tuous afie<^ion69  or  the  pleafures  of  th^ 
nxere  animal,  the  fweeteft  and  nobleft? 
Surely  a  found  mind  in  a  healthful  body^«<« 
moderate  defires  and  (]uiet  paifioiis,^^--ra  fpi-r 
rit  calm  and  clear, — peaceful  and  pleafant 
l*efle6Uons  upon  an  honourable  conduil, — 
manly,  rational,  and  ufeful  converfation,— - 
the  fociety,  the  applaufe  and  friendihip  of 
the  virtuous  part  of  mankind,-'*-with  the 
humble  but  triumphant  hope  of  the  ever- 
lafting  friendflxip  of  Almighty  Gpd:  ford/ 
thefe  muft  be  every  way  preferable  to  all 
the  pleafures  that  can  be  tailed  in  a  life  of 
riot  and  licentioufnefs.  I  might  leave  this 
to  the  determination  of  every  one^sr  own 
mind  in  a  cool  and  fedate  hour.  There 
b  fomethiftg  in  the  bread  of  every  man 
that  X2kj^%  part  with  the  didates  of  uncor- 
rupted  nature,  and  exclaims  againft  mean 
»nd  vicious  indulgence.  Tlie  intimate  feel- 
ings of  every  one  not  MaUy  abandoned 
will  confirm  this  truth. 

I   am  fufficiently  fenfible^   that  amidft 
liours  of  giddy  riot,  and  while  in  the  very 
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s  E  R  M.  circle  of  heated  and  mad  companions,  fuch 
feelings  will  be  difguifed,  and  fome  will  be 
fo  bold  as  to  deny  the  deepeft  conviiaion  of 
their  own  fouls,  and  affect  to  talk  with 
contempt  of  the  fons  of  virtue  and  tem- 
perance, as  a  fet  of  poor  and  joylefs  crea- 
tures :  but  in  their  more  fober  moments  rea- 
fon  will  refleft,  and  confcience  will  feel. 
And  would  they  utter  aloud  their  feelings 
and  refleftions  in  thofe  fober  intervals,  we 
fhould  hear  them  reproaching  themfelves 
for  facrificing  the  pure  and  lading  pleafures 
of  virtue  to  the  polluted  and  momentary 
pleafures  of  grofe  fenfuality. 

May  it  not  even  be  doubted,  whether 
the  vicious,  even  in  the  hurry  of  their  fin- 
ful  indulgences,  find  all  that  joy  and  felf- 
complacence  which  they  are  apt  to  boaft  of? 
And  whether  they  do  not  perceive  at  cer- 
tain moments  an  inward  monitor  whifper- 
ing  to  them  fuch  ftrong  intimations  that 
they  are  doing  wrong,^  as  prove  difagree- 
able  checks  to  them,  and  Icflen  greatly  the 
Jatisfaftion  which  they  expected  ? 

Further,  conlider*that  the  indulgence  of 
youthful  lufts  degrades  your  nature,  5e- 
ftroys   your    ufefulnefs,    diflionours    your 
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Maker,  contradidts  the  judgment  and  prac-  S  E  R  M, 
tice  of  all  the  wife  and  good,  and  is  fol*  ^7:  /^ 
lowed  by  a  train  of  difmal  confequences. 

This  kind  of  life  impairs  the  health  of 
the  body,  and  contaminates  and  weakens 
the  very  conftitution^  it  enervates  the  vi- 
gour of  the  mind  j  it  debafes  the  heart, 
and  deftroys  the  reputation  \  it  brings  on. 
early  difeafes,  which  fhorten  life  itfelf,  and 
makes  the  exit  from  life  moft  uncomfort- 
able and  hopelefs. ,  But  it  would  require 
nany  difcourfes  to  paint  all  the*  dreadful- 
calamities  which  fooner  or  later  follow  a 
life  of  indulget^ce  in  pleafure.  Solomon, 
the  great  eaftern.  monarch  fo  much  cele- 
,brated  for  his  wifdom,  has  defcribed  the 
fatal  confequences  of  vicious,  pleafure  in 
the  ftrongeft  colours  in  many  pafiages  of 
the  book  of  Proverbs :  Chap.  vii.  ver.  22,  23. 
He  that  goetb  afier  her^  is  like  an  ox  that 
goetb  to  the  Jlaughtety  or  like  a  fool  car^ 
tied  to  the  cornSion  of  the  Jlocks.  He  is 
Uke  a  bird  that  bqfienetb  to  the  frtare^  and 
knowetb  not  that  it  is  for  bis  life.  Upon 
which  account  in  the  following  verfes  he 
calls  upon  young  people  in  the  moft  earneft 
manner  to  receive  his  admonitions,  ver.  24. 

Hearken 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXX. 


5g6  Motives  and  DireSiom 

SERM.  Hearken  unto  me  therefore  0  yc  children^ 
and  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth.  Let 
not  thine  heart  decline  to  the  ways  of  vicious 
pUafure^  go  not  qftray  in  her  paths;  for /he 
bath  ccfi  down  many  wounded^  yea  many 
firong  men  have  been  flain  hy  her.  Her 
boufe  is  the  way  to  bell^  g^f^g  down  to  the 
chambers  of  death. 

And  indeed  a  yotmg  man  who  yielcfe 
Ixirofelf  up  to  plcafure  is  unworthy  of  wif- 
doniy  of  virtue^  and  of  glory,  and  fhall 
iterer  obtain  them.  He  who  is  not  aUe 
to  defpife  pleafore^  and  even  to  fufier  pain 
when  duty  calk  him,  does  not  deferre  the 
name  of  a  man.  Be  afraid  therefore  of  the 
mfmuatfons  of  that  gay  fedocen  Tremhie, 
when  (be  promifes  y6u  vaft  fcenes  of  joy. 
She  entices  you  with  her  fair  promifes,  but 
to  overwhelm  you  wSth  (brrow  and  mifery 
in  the  end.  Beware  therefore  of  Bfkening 
to  her  flattering  words:  they  may  Aide 
fmoothly  into  your  imAifpe^iDg  heart;  but 
they  carry  a  concealed  poiibn  along  with 
them,  which  will  corrode  your  whole  frame, 
and  bring  on  your '  deftruaion.  If  you 
abaiidoa  yourfelves.  to  the  falfe  joys  which 
pleaibre  o&rs,  when  too  late  you  will  per* 
X  2  ceive 
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cciVe  her  artifice,  and  become  fenfible  that  SER  M. 

XXX 

ihe  only  defigned  to  enfnare  you.  You 
muft  at  laft  be  either  totally  befotted  and 
ftupified  with  grofs  enjoyments,  or  you 
muft  feel  the  fad  and  piercing  convi^ion 
of  having  a^ed  a  part  unworthy  of  youK 
rational  and  Chriftian  chara^er.  Hearken 
therefore  betimes  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  to 
the  voice  of  experience,  to  the  voice  of  the 
iafpired  Apoftle ;  Dearly  beloved^  I  be/eecb 
you  /$  abftain  from  JleJlAy  lufts  which  nvar 
4igain/l  tb^Jhul*. 

If  it  fhould  here  be  afked,  How  fhall 
we  fly  from  fleflily  lufts?  how  ihali  we 
guard  againft  and  refift  thofe  ftrong  pro* 
f)eiirities  and  inclinations  which  feem  to  be 
AaCuraU 

The  firft  and  chief  rule  to  be  followed 
Ibr  thie  purpofe  is,  always  to  diftrufi  the 
dictated  of  our  paffions.  Our  paillons  are 
the  grcateft,  the  worft  of  feduters.  Happy 
is  the  youth  who  is  perpetually  on  his  guard 
againft  th^r  artifices  and  impofitions.  There 
«!re  many  obvious  reafons  why  the  young 
ought  ever  to  be  prepared  and  fcfolved  to 

refift 
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s  £  R  M.  refift  the  impulfes  of  their  pafEons^  thoiW 
norft  of  foes  to  their  wifdom,  their  virtue, 
their  happinefs.  The  paffions,  however  irre- 
gular, exceffive,  and  unreafonable,  they  may 
be,  yet  dill  labour  to  juftify  themfelves, 
pretending  ftrong  reafons  why  they  ihould 
be  gratified*  It  fhould  therefore  be  our  coa- 
ftant  bufmefs  to  fufpedt  them,  ^nd  to  ex- 
amine the  reafons  which  they  plead  ta 
juftify  their  being  indulged.  And  if  their 
impetuofity  has  hurried  us  on  to  indulgence, 
let  us  carefully  re  examine  the  arguments 
which  they  have  offered  in  their  defence. 
Let  us  accuftom  ourfelves  to  ftop  before  we 
gratify  any  paffion,  and  calmly  confide 
what  the  confequences  of  its  gratification 
muft  be,  or  may  be;  and  if  we  dofo,  we 
{hall  fmd  that  a  momentary  indulg^ce 
draws  frequently  after  it  a  long  train  of  the 
moft  mifchicvous  confequences.  Befides, 
let  us  always  confider  for  what  ends  and 
puri)ofes  fuch  and  fucb  pafEpne  were  given 
us,  then  let  us  dired  them  to  thoiie  ends^ 
and  to  thofe  objects  wly^  for  which  they 
were  given^  and  keep  them. within  fuch 
bounds  as  (liall  anfwer  thefe.ends^ 

It 
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It  may  further  be  of  great  ufe  towards   S  E  r  m. 
the  juft  regulation  of  our  paffions  to  attend      ^^^* 
to  the  following  rules : 

I.  To  avoid  with  the  greateft  care  every 
object,    every   occafion,    every  idea    and 
thought,  that  tends  to  inflame  fuch  of  them 
efpecially  as  are  abundantly  ftrong  without 
any  fuch  aid.     To  fatisfy  us  that  this  is  a 
juft  precaution,  let  us  fuppofe  a  perfon  is 
coufcious  that  he  is  too  prone  to  unbe- 
coming faHics  of  anger  and  wrath.     We 
jfliould  think  it  very  unwife  for  fuch  a  per- 
fon to  feek  occafions  and  companies,  and 
to  brood  over  in  his  mind,  fuch  objeds  and 
events  as  muft  render  his  paffion  ftill  more 
ungovernable.     Or  if  a  perfon  is  fenfiWe, 
that  from  his  natural  temper  he  is  by  far 
too  afpiring  and  ambitious,  he  ought  cer- 
tainly to  avoid  fuch  kind  of  converfation 
and  company,  and  fiich  fcenes  as  he  knows 
will  add  fuel  to  the  fire  which  already  burns 
too  ftrong,  and  which  is  in  danger  of  rifing 
to  a  total  conflagration,  or  frantic  madnefs.. 
In  like  manner,,  is  any  os>e  confcious  that 
his  fenfual  paffions  are  already  top  impe- 
tuous and  headftrong  jto  be  eafily  kept  in 
fubjedlion  to  the  empire  of  reafoa  and  con*, 
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SERNf.  (cience?  is  it  not  madnefs  in  him  to  read 
fuch  licentious  books^  or  indulge  fuch  li- 
centious converfation^  as  muft  raife  his  paf^ 
fions  to  downright  tumuh  and  rebellion? 
Such  a  perfon  may  perhaps  plead  that  he 
could  not  refill  his  paflions ;  but  furely  he 
cannot  plead  that  he  ufed  all  the  means  in 
his  power  to  rcfift  them* 

^*  Another  rule  which  may  be  of  great 
nfe  to  give  us  the  maftery  over  ourpaffions^ 
is,  to  keep  our  minds  keenly  engaged  in 
fome  virtuous  or  kudable  purfuit,  which 
fills  up  our  time,  and  gives  fiifficient  and 
pkafmg  employment  to  our  thoughts.  No- 
thing contributes  more  to  eftablifh  a  per- 
feA  command  over  ourfelves  than  an  ar- 
dent profecution  of  fome  manly  and  worthy 
defign.  And  on  the  contrary,  as  idlenefii 
is  the  parent  of  numberlefe  evils,  fo  it  nou- 
riflies  the  paffions,  and  renders  them  wild 
and  ungovernable.  The  mind  of  man  vg 
fb  formed,  that  it  cannot  at  the  ianie  time 
purfue  feveral  objefts  with  the  fame  degree 
af  ardour;  one  or  other  will  be  the  mafter* 
principle  in  our  bofoms. 

Here  then  is  ar  diredion  for  governing 
the  paiEoAe,  which  faUft  ia  with  what  ou£^ 

to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXX. 


to  retrain  youthful  Pa/^s.  46I 

to  be  a  principal  aim^  and  a  princiiial  J>ufi-*  s  £  rmc 
ncfs  of  the  youthful  ftage  of  life.  Gylti* 
vating  the  underftinding  with  eam^ftiieiis 
imd  afiiduity^  afpiring  after  continual  im« 
provements  ifi  viluable  knowledge  and  ill 
ufefol  and  elegant  arts,  vrill  afford  a  cbntK* 
nual  and  delightful  employment  to  the 
mind,  and  withdraw  it  from  the  power 
of  irregular  paffions*  When  the  mind  is 
once  thoroughly  warmed  with  the  lore  of 
knowledge,  and  keenly  engaged  inthepur^ 
fuit  of  it,  the  pleafure  fpringing  from  the 
cont6m|)lation  of  truth  will  foon  abate  the 
tafte  for  frivolous  entertainments,  and  eVed. 
weaken  and  fufpend  the  ilnpulfed  of  youths 
ful  paflioild. 

Young  minds  will  find  a  rejj  joy  La  the 
pofleilion  of  the  knowled^  they  h^ye  al*» 
reddy  attained,  and  their  hearts  will  be  glad^ 
dened  Nvith  the  pr6iiped  of  large  fields  o£ 
Iciencc  lying  before  them,  in  which  they 
&re  going  to  expatiate  with  fitfh  de%ht4 
Every  ftep  they  takd  will  open  foriic  neW 
profped  of  which  they  had  little  conceptioti 
before,  and  kindle  in  their  breafts  ail  ar^ 
dent  defifd  of  a  nearer  and  fuller  f iew  <^ 

Vot.  II.  D  d  it. 
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S  E  Rjt.  it*  Like  a  man  travdling  in  a  hilly  couii« 
try,  but  perfedly  well  cultitrated  and  adorn* 
edy  every  rifmg  ground  he  afcends  prefenti 
a  new  and  beautiful  fcene  to  his  yiew^  and 
he  bums  with  ftrong  defire  to  travel  for- 
ward^ that  he  may  enjoy  further  and  io- 
creaiiug  pleafure. 

Give  me  a  youth  of  parts  and  fpirit, 
whO)  incited  by  an  eager  third  after  know- 
ledge, and  pufiied  on  by  an  earned  defire 
of  improvement,  ean  withftand  the  com-* 
moa  tetnptations  to  gdetyanddiffipation; 
and  I  may  venture  to  fbretel  that  fuch  a  on^ 
if  he  perfeveres,  (hall  rife  to  be  a  man  of 
cOnfiderAtion  and  impcHtanee  in  the  public 
eye,  and  fliall  becoiAe  an  honour  to  lus 
fiiends  and  a  ble&ng  to  his  country. 
Whereas,  gi^e  me  another  youth  of  as  good 
natUrd  pans  as  the  former,  but  Who,  in* 
ftead  of  being  incited  with  the  love  of 
knowledge  and  defire  of  improvement,  it 
nloved  only  with  the  love  of  faifhion  and 
the  luft  of  pleafure^  I  may  with  equal  aA 
furance  foretel,  that  if  he  does  not  reform, 
his  importance  and  influence  in  fociety  will 
never  be  confiderable,  and  that  his  friemte^ 
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inftead  of  holding  him  in  honour,  will  look  S  £  R  M. 
upon  him  with  regret,  if  not  with  indif*  ^^^^ 
fcrence  and  contempt* 

Confider  therefore  with  the  utmoft  feri- 
cufhefs,  that  the  earlier  part  of  life  is  the 
proper  feafon  for  acquiring  thofe  habits  ot 
attention  and  application  which  are  of  the 
utmoft  importance  in  all  the  fucceeding 
ftages*  Suffer  not  therefore  one  day  to 
pafs  without  learning  fomething,  without 
making  fome  addition  to  your  dock  o£ 
knowledge,  without  fome  ufeful  obfer- 
vation  on  what  you  have  heard,  or  read^ 
or  feen« 

3*  Another  importatit  rule  ^or  guar^ing^ 
againft  the  power  of  youthful  lufts,  1^  to 
make  choice  of  virtuous  friends  and  com- 
panion^i  Above  all  things,  beware  o£ 
fuch  perfons  as  will  corrupt  your  prin- 
ciples :  confider  them  as  the  enemies  you 
have  mod  to  fe^;  for  they  are  enemies 
that  mean  you  worfe,  and  will  hurt  you 
more  fatally,  than  any  other  kind  of  ene- 
mies you  can  meet  with  through  life.  Be- 
ware not  only  oH  vicious,  but  even  of 
idle  companions;  for  the  tranfition  from 
idlentfs  to  vice  is  very  eafily  made. 
D  d  a  The 
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SERM.  The  common  obfervation,  that  idlenefs 
^^'  ,  is  the  parent  of  many  vices,  is  verified 
every  day.  Remember  that  it  will  al- 
ways be  your  greateft  honour  and  the 
^  fureft  teft  of  manly  refohition,  to  with- 
ftand  the  folicitations  of  the^  idle  and 
vicious,  whatever  they  may  be  in  other 
rcfpeds.  Follow  not  the  multitude  to  do 
evil.  Thofe  follies  and  tices  which  are 
the  reproach  of  numbers,  isire  not  therefore 
the  lefs  mifchievcAis  and  dang6rous.  The 
multitude  of  the  lewd,  the  drunken,  the  pro- 
fane and  impious,  do'  not  make  lewdnefs, 
drunkennefs,  or  profanity,  to  be  lefs  fiurtful 
in  their  confequences,  than  they  would  other- 
wife  be ;  nor  can  numbers  ditniaifh  the  guik 
o^vice,  or  mitigatfe  the  ptmlfhment  awauting 
the  vicious  tmder  the  government  of  God. 
Any  hope  of  efcaping  amidft  the  numbers  of 
the  guilty,  muft  be  utterly  vain  under  the  <fi- 
vine  and  all-righteous  gbverntaent.  Be  af- 
fured,  that  though  fentente  againft  evil 
works  be  not  immediately  executed,  yet 
it  certainly  fliall  be  executed  in  due  time^ 
and  without  any  relped  to  the  numbers 
that  have  joined  vd  them. 

Be 
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Be  determined  therefore  rather  to  fub-  SERM. 
jeA  yourfelves  to  the  charge  of  fingiilarity, 
and  to  whatever  terms  of  reproach  the  un- 
thinking and  vicious  may  call  upon  you, 
than  to  defert  the  caufe  and  the  practice  of 
truth,  of  virtue,  and  of  pure  religion. 
Truth,  virtue,  and  religion,  are  more  power* 
ful,  more  excellent  and  valuable  friends, 
than  vice,  folly,  and  impiety.  It  will  be 
your  honour  and  your  wifdom  to  ftand  by 
them,  though  you  (hould  be  fingle  and 
alone.  Numbers  do  not  affeft  the  truth 
and  nature  of  things.  Numbers,  however 
great,  can  work  no  change  in  the  Divino 
adminiftration,  or  alter  the  eftabliflied  con* 
fequences  of  virtue  and  of  vice,  God  is 
ever  againft  vice  and  againft  all  its  follow-* 
ers,  how  n^any  foever  they  may  be.  God 
is  ever  the  friend  of  virtue  and  of  virtuous 
perfons,  how  few  foever  they  may  be. 

Confid?r  further,  that  a  firm  adherence 
to  good  principles  and  virtuous  pradiice,  in 
fpite  of  all  temptations,  has  a  native  grace 
and  dignity  attending  it,  which  is  not  dimi- 
niflied,  but  increafed,  by  the  numbers  of 
the  vicious  fcorners.  How  beautiful,  how 
honourable  is  it  for  any  man,  efpecially  for 
D  d  3  a  young 
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SERM.  a  young  man,  to  make  a  gallant  ftand 
9gainft  the  corruptions  with  which  be  is 
furroundcd  ;  and  to  walk  on  fteadily  in  his 
well-chofen  courfe,  though  it  (hould  be  al- 
moft  a  dcfert^d  path*  ? 

To  conclude:  As  one  of  the  chief  fecu^ 
rities  againft  the  power  of  (inful  pai&ons. 
Remember  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your 
youth,  Imprefs  Ofi  your  minds  an  early 
and  deep  fenfe  of  the  firft  and  greateft  of 
Beings,  to  whom  you  owe  your  exiftence, 
to  whom  you  are  ind^bfted  for  all  your  eij- 
ilowments,  to  whom  you  are  accountable, 
and  on  whofe  favour  your  happinefs  in  a 
prefent  and  future  world  abfolutely  depends. 
Frequently  lift  up  yoi^r  hearts  with  your 
hands  in  tbQ  moft  ean^eft  manner  tQ  your 

^  So  fpake  the  Seraph  Abdiel,  fidthfid  finwd 
Among  the  fttthleff*  £ptkhfal  «^  Hi 
Among  inijiomeribl^  filie,  qnmov'd^ 
Unflukeny  onfeducM,  onterrifyM. 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  hit  seal; 
Kor  liamher»  nor  example  lyith  him  wronglit 
Tp  fwerve  from  truths,  or  change  hit  conftant  miiuf^ 
Tho*  fingle.    From  amidft  them  forth  he  paft'd 
Long  way  thro^  hoftile  fcom,  which  he  foftainVl 
Superior ;  nor  of  violence  feared  aoght  y 
'         Apd  with  retorted  fcom  hit  back  he  turned 

Pn  thofe  prood  ^oi^ers  co  fwift  deftrndion  doomed. 

MlLTOK« 
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Almighty  Father,  who  is  the  lorcr  and  SE^m. 
friend  of  righteoufnefs,  and  has  com- 
manded us  to  feek  wifdom  and  aid  firom 
him;  praying,  that  he  may  enlighten  your 
minds,  that  he  may  ftrengthen  your  good 
refolutions,  enable  you  to  gain  the  vidory 
over  your  paffions,  and  over  the  tempta- 
tions of  life:  and  that  he  may  lead  you 
forward  in  thofe  paths  of  piety,  of  purity^ 
and  all  virtue,  in  which  alone  you  can  taftc 
(he  beft  enjoyments  of  this  prefent  life^ 
and  be  fafely  conducted  to  the  land  of  im« 
mortality  and  glory  for  your  eternal  Abod^ 
Amea. 
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SERMON     XXXI. 

.  A  wof  thy  Plan  of  Life  recommende4  ta 
Yoyth, 

a  Timothy,  ii.  0,2, 

But  follow  rigbteoufnefs^  faith  ^  charity  ^  pcace^ 
with  them  that  call  on  the  Lftrd  out  tf  a 
pure  heart. 


SERM.  7N   a  former  difcourfe  I    enforced   the 

XXXI        I 
r   ^  *  -  X   Apoftle's  exhortation  in  the  lirft  part  of 

this  verfe,  to  flee  youthful  lufls.  I  will  now 
attempt  to  enforce  the  fubfequent  exhorta- 
tion which  I  have  juft  read,  He  recom- 
mends to  Timothy,  and  he  plainly  confiders 
it  as  the  duty  of  all  who  profefs  Chriftianity, 
to  lay  down  a  certain  fixed  plan  for  the 
condud  of  life,  and  to  adhere  to  it  with  a 
irefolute  conftancy.     This  is  a  matter  of 
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mighty  importance  to  all  men  in  every  pe-^  s  E  R  M. 
riod  of  life.  It  is  peculiarly  important  and 
ufeful  to  fuch  as  are  in  the  early  ftages  of 
life ;  who  are  called  not  only  to  fly  from  the 
dangerous  paths  of  vice  and  folly,  but  to 
purfue  an  uniform  courfe  of  virtue  and  piety, 
along  with  all  the  friends  and  followers  of 
Jcfus  Chrift. 

The  plan  of  life  here  recommended  by  the 
Apoftle  is  not  any  of  thofe  which  are  formed 
.  for  the  attainment  of  particular  ends.     It  is 
not  a  plan  for  forming  the  ftatefman,  the 
lawyer,  the  phyfician,  or  the  artift  of  any 
kind.     Wife  and  juft  plans  for  attaining 
thefe  particular  ends  may  be  very  commend- 
able and  very  neceflary,  but  they  are  only 
fubordinate    to  that  general  or  univerfal, 
that  mafter-plan,  for  a  good  and  worthy 
life,  which  ought  to  be  formed  and  followed 
by  men  of  all  diflferent  ranks,  conditions, 
and  profeffions.   The  ftriking  point  of  light 
in  which  the  New  Teftament  views  man- 
kind is,  that  of  the  rational,  accountable, 
and  immortal  fubjeds  of  the  great  kingdom 
of  God.     The  dodrines,  the  precepts,  the 
motives  of  the  Gofpel,  are  all  addrefled  to 
them  in  this  high  character.     And  indeed 
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s  E  R  M.  ^^  higheft  capacity  in  which  the  human 
XXXI.  j-ace  can  be  confidercd  is,  that  of  a  fet  of 
beings  endowed  with  rational  and  moral 
powers^  which  if  they  improve  in  a  right 
manner,  they  (hall  rife  into  a  iuperior  ftate 
of  moral  perfed^ion  and  happinefs,  that 
ihall  be  an  eternal  one. 

The  governing  plan  for  human  life  muft 
thvefore  be  formed  with  a  view  to  the  im- 
portant end  of  training  ourfelves  up  in  all 
thofe  difpofttions  and  habits  which  are  fuit- 
able  to  our  natures,  as  reafonahle  beings^ 
who  know  God^  and  feel  the  obligations 
we  are  under  to  conform  ourfelves  to  his 
laws ;  and  as  immortal  beings^  whofe  ever- 
lafting  ftate  depends  on  the  improvement 
they  make  during  this  prefent  life.  As 
man^s  capacity  for  religion  is  the  higheft 
prerogative  of  his  nature,  a  plan  of  life 
which  leaves  out  this  great  principle  muft 
be  very  deficient  and  imperfect :  and  as  this 
prefent  life  is  but  one  ftage  of  exiftence  pre- 
paratory to  fucceeding  ones  of  longer  dura- 
tion, it  muft  be  a  moft  material  omiflion  in 
any  fcheme  of  condudb  to  negled  the  im- 
portant connexion  betwixt  the  prefent  tran- 
fitory  life  and  the  eternal  one  which  fuc-» 
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ceeds  it.  Accordingly  our  Apoftle,  in  aa  S  E  R  M. 
advice  he  gives  to  Timothy,  ift  epiftle,  vi.  ^^^^• 
II,  12.  very  like  the  one  in  the  text,  bids 
him^  covetoufnefs^  and  other  foolijh  and 
hurtful  lujis^  and  follow  after  righteoufnefs^ 
godUnefs ^  faith ^  love^  patience^  meeknefs :  and 
he  adds,  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith  ^  and 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life;  plainly  intimating, 
that  a  proper  temper  and  behaviour  in  this 
life  is  the  neceflkry  means  of  obtaining  pot- 
feflion  of  eternal  life. 

Whoever  therefore  defires  to  form  the 
bed  and  nobleft  plan  for  the  condud  of 
life,  ought  to  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental 
maxim,  and  an  unalterable  refolution,  that 
he  v^ill  alv^rays  cultivate  a  deep  fenfe  of  God 
and  of  a  future  ftate ;  and  that  under  the 
influence  of  thefe  eflential  principles,  he 
v^ill  maintain  a  facred  and  inviolable  attach*- 
ment  to  whatfoever  things  are  true^  v^rhat- 
foever  things  are  honefi  or  venerable,  what- 
foever  things  ^xtjuji^  whatfoever  things  arc 
purfy  whatfoever  things  are  lovely^  and  what- 
foever things  are  praife-worthy"^.  This  at- 
tachment muft  not  reach  to  fpeculation  and 
gffedion  only,  but  to  pradice  alfo.  Men 
fnay  be  lovers,  nay  admirers  of  all  the  vir* 

•Phil.iv.  8. 
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S  E  R^M.  tucs,  and  yet  miferably  fail  in  the  praAice 
of  them.  We  muft  not  only  know  what  is 
rights  but  we  muft  do  it.  A  proper  plan 
of  life  aims  at  a  certain  determined  comic 
of  aftion  and  behaviour,  and  can  never  reft 
in  fpeculations  and  theories,  how  juft  and 
excellent  foever  they  may  be. 

It  may  perhaps  be  alleged  by  fome,  "That 
there  is  no  occafion,  no  ufe,  for  any  cer- 
tain plan,  for  any  ftanding  rules  and 
"  maxims,  in  order  to  diredl  the  condu6l 
**  pf  life  in  the  very  beft  manner.  Why 
*'  may  not  every  man  judge  and  determine 
*^  as  things  and  circumftances  arife  upon 
"  particular  occalions,  without  any  rules 
"  prefcribed,  or  maxims  laid  down  before- 
**  hand  ?  A  good  heart  will  naturally  incline 
"  to  that  which  is  right ;  and  an  ordinary 
"  degree  of  plain  fenfe  will  point  out  the 
"  moft  proper  means  of  doing  what  is 
*'  right  on-  all  occafions." — It  is  obvious  to 
anfwer  to  this.  That  there  may  be  men 
of  fuch  good  underftandings,  and  fuch 
confirmed  good  aflFedions,  as  not  to  need 
the  help  of  previous  maxims  and  rules. 
But  at  the  fame  time  that  this  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  privilege  of  a  few, 
6  the 
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the  generality  of  mankind,  and  efpe-  Serm. 
cially  the  generality  of  young  perfons,  are 
not  fo  firmly  eftabliflied,  but  that  they  may 
reap  very  great  benefit  from  adhering  to 
cool  and  deliberate  maxims  and  fettled  re^ 
folutions.  Few,  very  few,  are  fit  to  be 
left  to  the  guidance  of  every  prefent 
imagination,  every  fudden  view,  every 
impulfe  of  paffion,  and  every  hafty  judg* 
ment.  We  muft  have  attended  very  little 
to  ourfelves  and  to  others,  if  we  are  not 
fenfiWe  that  the  fame  things  at  different 
times,  and  in  difierent  difpofitions,  ap- 
pear in  very  different  lights  to  the  fam^ 
perfon.  When  the  imagination-is  awaken^ 
ed,  its  operations  are  very  uncertain;  fo 
that  no  perfon  can  well  fay  where  it  may 
lead  him  if  he  give  reins  to  it.  Are  not 
our  fears  and  our  hopes,  our  delights  and 
our  averfions,  nay,  our  views  of  the  moral 
quality  of  fome  aSions  apt  to  vary  ?  Doefe 
not  every  one  find  that  things  appear  very 
different,  when  the  mind  is  gloomy  and 
overwhelmed  with  melancholy,  from  what 
they  do  when  it  is  eafy  and  joyful  ?  In  our 
moft  ferious  and  retired  hours,  and  to  our 
moil  deliberate  thoughts,  things  will  appear 
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SERM.  offenfive  and  improper:  and  yet  when  we 
XXXI 

get  into  the  world,  and  our  minds  be- 
come elated,  that  offence  difappears  either 
altogether,  or  in  a  great  meafure;  and  in 
that  fituation  we  fhall  fay  and  do  things 
which  our  more  fober  and  deliberate 
thoughts  would  forbid  as  indecent,  inexpe-^ 
dient,  or  perhaps  approaching  to  evil.  Be- 
fides,  who  knows  not  how  much  the  power 
of  temptation  biaiTes  the  judgment  and 
hinders  a  juft  moral  difcemment?  Who 
knows  not  alfo  how  much  partiality  to 
ourfelves  leads  us  aftray  in  judging,  where 
our  own  intereft  or  our  own  reputation  are 
concerned?  And  we  may  add  to  thefe  the 
ftrong  and  darkening  influence  of  pafldons 
awakened  by  many  accidents,  and  fome- 
times  raging  within  us. 

Now  if  thefe  things  are  really  fo,  if  there 
is  fuch  a  variety  in  our  views  and  imagina* 
tions  of  things,  if  the  mind  is  fo  apt  to  be 
put  out  of  its  proper  date  and  temper  for 
paiTing  the  heft  and  founded  judgment  of 
things,  is  it  not  highly  expedient  and  u(e* 
ful  that  we  ihould  have  certain  rules  and 
maxims  Isud  down  to  ourfelves  for  the  di-» 
redion  of  life,  fo  that  as  little  as  pof&ble 
8  may 
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may  be  left  to  prefent  imagination,  to  thd  SERM^ 
force  of  pailion,  and  extempore  judgments? 
Is  it  not  our  wifeft  and  fafeft  way  to  form 
our  judgment  of  the  condud  of  life  in  the 
cooled,  moft  deliberate,  and  difjpafiionate 
manner,  and  to  purfue  thefe  judgments 
afterwards  in  all  cafes,  efpecially  when  we 
have  occafion  to  fufpe£t  that  our  minds  nuy 
be  biafled  by  prefent  circumftances  of  paf- 
fion  or  temptation?  Safer  furely  it  muft  be 
to  be  directed  by  a  judgment  deliberately 
formed,  than  by  a  fudden  gufl:  of  paflion, 
by  groundlefs  prejudices,  or  firft  views  of 
things*  Much  might  be  added  on  this  head 
to  ihew  the  great  importance  and  manifef): 
advantages  of  following  well-advifed  plans 
of  life;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  much 
might  be  faid  to  defcribe  the  innumerable 
diiadvantages  of  ading  without  defign,  and 
as  it  were  at  random,  either  with  refpe<St 
to  life  in  general,  or  the  particular  actions 
of  it^ 

But  without  further  enlarging  on  thefe 
points,  we  proceed  to  offer  fome  diredions 
as  to  the  beft  methods  of  adhering  to  well- 
chofen  maxims  and  fchemes  of  condud:, 
and  of  thus  carrying  on  the  bufmefs  and 
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s  E  R  M.  duties  of  life  itt  the  moft  uniform  and  fuc* 
^^^^'    cefsful  maanen 

I.  Be  affiduoas  to  cultivate  virtuous  fe- 
folutions  and  firmnefs  of  mind.  It  is  not 
meant  by  this  to  recommend  an  obfti* 
nacy  of  fjpirit,  and  pervcrfe  ftiShefs  in 
adhering  to,  or  purfuing  what  is  once  re- 
folved  upon^  however  indifferent  or  trifling 
it  may  be  in  itfelf.  This  kind  of  pertina- 
cious inflexibility  is  fo  far  from  being  a  vir- 
tue, that  it  is  frequently  a  fault,  and  is  far 
from  being  an  amiable  difpofition ;  nay,  it 
is  very  often  the  mark  of  a  difagreeable  and 
even  a  bad  difpofition.  Perfons  of  this  cha- 
racter will  do  what  they  refolve  upon^  be  it 
right  or  wrong :  they  are  more  obftinately 
bent  upon  gratifying  their  own  wills  and 
humours,  than  on  following  the  beft  and 
wifeft  counfels  that  can  be  given  them^ 
The  refolution  meant  to  be  rfecommefided 
is  widely  different  from  this;  it  is  an  en- 
lightened, calm,  and  manly  fleadinefs  in  th^ 
profecution  of  good  purpofes  on  points  of 
moment,  or  fuch  as  are  nearly  connedted 
with  points  of  mommt,— of  purpdfes 
which  have  been  formed  according  to  the 
didates  of  reafon  and  conkkace,  after  ma- 
ture 
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tore  deliberation.  It  is  furely  unnecefiary  siERM^ 
to  fpend  time  in  fhewing  the  mighty  in^- 
portance  of  this  rational  refolotion  and  for- 
titude which  I  have  been  defcribing.  Per- 
fons  of  every  temper  and  turn  of  mind 
have  occaiion  for  exerting  this  refolute  firm- 
nefs  on  fome  occafions.  But  thofe  who  are 
confcious  that  they  are  of  an  eafy  and  un- 
refifting  temper,  ready  to  yield  to  every  im- 
portunity, to  every  advifer,  ought  to  em-, 
ploy  all  the  means  in  their  powder  to  fortify 
their  minds,  fp  as  to  be  able  to  fay  iVb,  on 
proper  occafions,  and  to  ftand  to  it.  This 
weaknefs  and  feeblenefs  of  temper  is  not 
unfrequently  found  in  pcrfons  whofe  un-^ 
derftandings  are  not  mean,  and  whofe  dif- 
pofitions  are  remarkably  good:  but  thefe 
good  qualities  both  of  head  and  heart  are 
in  a  great  meafure  loft  where  refolution  and 
firnmefs  of  fpirit  are  wanting.  It  muft 
therefore  ever  be  regarded  as  a  principal 
rule  in  the  condudt  of  life,  to  be  refolved  to 
quit  our/elves  like  men^  and  to  bcjlrong  on 
all  occafions  that  require  it^ 

2.  In  order  to  execute  well-concerted 
plans  of  life  in  an  uniform  and  worthy 
manner,  let  us  be  careful  to  keep  out  of 
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S  E  R  M.  the  way  of  temptation.  Every  one  ought 
^  ^  '■  to  ftudy  his  own  temper  and  difpofition, 
and  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
fins  which  moft  eafily  befet  him.  And 
whenever  he  fees  that  he  is  likely  to  be  in 
fuch  a  date  or  circumflances  as  will  expofe 
him  to  peculiar  temptations,  it  will  be  his 
trueft  wifdom  to  avoid,  if  poflible,  the  en- 
countering them :  and  if  the  maintaining 
the  purity  of  his  manners  be  indeed  his 
principal  care  and  the  chief  objed  of  his  at- 
tention, he  will  ufe  every  precaution  to  fe- 
cure  himfelf  from  danger,  and  particularly 
by  keeping  himfelf  out  of  the  way  of  it. 
We  may  no  doubt  fometimes  be  under  a 
neceflity  of  going  into  fuch  a  fituation  as 
will  put  our  ftrength  of  mind  to  the  trial; 
or  we  may  unavoidably  be  placed  in  fuch 
unforefeen  circumflances  as  will  put  our 
virtue  to  the  teft.  In  thefe  cafes  we  muft 
arm  ourfelves,  and  put  forth  all  our  ftrength ; 
we  muft^i&/  the  good  fgbt  of  faith.  But 
when  we  forefee  the  danger,  and  can  avoid 
it,  would  it  not  be  fooHlhnefs  to  run  any 
hazard?  Frequently  in  this  fpiritual  war- 
fare the  braveft  and  moft  honourable  beha- 
viour is  to  avoid  the  engagement,     Thou- 
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fiinds  have  fuSered  the  mod  difhonourable  $  e  R  M; 
defeat    by  rifking  the  battle,  wheii.  they    ^^^• 
might  have  gathered  laurels  by  avoiding 
it  altogether.     Every  one's  own  obferva- 
tion  mud  fumiih  him  with  abundant  proofs 
of  this. 

3.  Let  young  people  keep  a  fpecial  guard 
againft  thofe  particular  fnares  to  which  they 
are  moft  expofed  from  their  time  of  life. 
In  youth,  reafon  and  judgment  being  unaid- 
ed by  experience  are  weakeft,  while  the 
paffions  are  naturally  ilrong  and  violent. 
And  this  ftrength  of  appetite  and  paflioa 
is  fometimes  accompanied  with  a  blind  feif- 
fufficiency,  and  an  obftinate  rqedion  of  all 
advice  and  admonition.  Young  people 
therefore  fhould  maintain  an  habitual  jea- 
loufy  over  themfelves ;  they  fliould  be  dif- 
fident of  their  own  judgment  and  fenti- 
ments,  fufpeding  that  they  may  rather  be 
the  dictates  of  warm  paflions  than  of  cool 
reafon.  They  fhould  always  keep  their 
ears  open  to  the  inflrudions  of  thofe  whofe 
maturity  of  reafon,  and  whofe  experience 
of  life,  muft  qualify  them  to  form  more 
jufl  judgments  of  things,  and  to  give  more 
£  e  2  falu- 
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SERM,  falutaory  advice  than  may  occur  to  thenw 
^^^^'    feives- 

Again,  the  young  are  generaBy  very  am- 
bkious  to  make  a  gay  and  acceptable  ap^ 
pearance  among  thofe  who  are  reckoned 
the  more  fafliionable  part  of  the  world. 
This  brings  them  under  the  power  of  fa- 
shion ;  fubjeds  them  to  fafhionable  follies, 
and  even  to  fafhionable  vices.  For  want  of 
firmnefs  and  ftrength  of  mind  they  wilt 
rather  do  what  their  own  judgment  and 
confcience  condemn,  than  be  looked  upon 
as  lingular  and  unfafliionable.  This  is  a 
weaknefs  incident  to  human  nature;  and 
happy  indeed  are  thofe  youths  who,  by  fu- 
perior  wifdom,  are  able  to  corrcifi  it,  and 
are  ambitious  only  of  being  diftinguifbed 
by  what  is  really  praife-worthy  and  ho- 
nourable, however  unfafliionable  it  may 
appear  to  the  gay  multitude,  who  have  loft 
the  true  fenfe  of  things,  who  are  blind  to 
real  excellence,  while  they  admire  and  doat 
upon  vanity,  folly,  and  even  on  vice. 

This  leads  to  another  weaknefs  to  which 
the  youthful  mind  is  often  liable;  and  that 
is,  fetdng  too  high  a  value  upon  forae  na- 
tural 
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tural  endowments;  of  wit,  for  inftance,  or  SERM. 
fprightlinefs,  or  upon  fome  accidental  dif- 
tin<aions  of  birth,  rank,  or  fortune ;  or  upon 
forae  attainments  and  accomplifliments, 
which  are  frivolous  and  inconfiderable  in 
themfelves,  and  which  have  but  little  con- 
nexion with  the  great  purpofes  of  life,  or 
with  the  beft  enjoyments  of  it.  Falfe  efti- 
mates  of  the  value  of  thefe  things  have  a 
moft  unhappy  tendency  to  fpoil  the  true 
tafte  of  the  mind,  to  produce  an  ad- 
miration of  what  is  comparatively  iniigni- 
ficant  and  trifling,  and  to  divert  the  thoughts 
and  affedions  from  thofe  objeds  and  pur- 
fuits  which  are  infinitely  more  worthy  and 
important.  Let  young  people  confider  it 
as  one  of  the  moft  important  lefTons  they 
can  learn,  to  correft  their  falfe  notions  of 
the  value  of  things,  and  to  be  fettled  in  the 
full  perfuafion,  that  a  fuperiority  in  wifdom 
and  virtue  is  the  oiily  real  and  lafting  pre- 
eminence among  mankind.  Happy  are 
they  who  imbibe  this  perfuafion  in  early 
life,  and  who,  under  the  influence  of  it, 
continually  labour  to  attain  thofe  intelledual 
and  moral  improvements,  which  alone  can 
diftinguifli  them  in  the  eftimation  of  God 
E  e  3  and 
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8  E  R  M.  and  of  all  good  men.     Which  leads  me  to 
XXXI.       • 
the 

Laft  dire^on  on  this  fubje£t;  namely,  to 
be  always  attentive  to  keep  our  minds  un- 
der the  impreffions  and  influence  of  moral 
and  facred  truth.     Let  us  meditate  much 
and  daily  upon  thofe  important  principles 
by  which  our  condudl  is  to  be  chiefly  di- 
refted,     TTie  human  mind  is  framed  not 
only  for  difcerning  truth  in  fpeculation,  but 
for  a  practical  feeling  of  its  power.     We 
find  from  experience,  that  we  can  meditate 
on  moral  fubjeds,  and  reafon  with  ourfelves 
upon  them,  till  our  miftaken  apprehenfions 
of  things  are  changed,  and  with  them  our 
defires  and  averfions;  for  as  the  appear- 
ances of  things  alter  to  our  judgments,  our 
affedions  muft  alter  like  wife.     One  of  the 
moft  eflfedtual  means,  therefore,  to  govern 
our  imaginations  and  paflions  is,  to  com- 
mune much  with  our  own  hearts,  and  to 
keep  the  great  principles  of  religious  truth 
habitually  prefent  to  our  minds.     But  par^ 
ticularly,  and  above  all,  a  deep  fenfe  of  God 
and  of  a  future  life  will  lay  fuch  effectual 
reftraints  upon  us,  as  will  prove  the  beft 
fccurity  for  our  innocence,  our  ftedfaftnefs, 
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and  improvement  in  every  thing  virtuous  SERM, 

and  excellent*     An  habitual  reverence  for  , 1 

the  Deity,  a  lively  perfuafion  that  all  our 
thoughts  and  defigns,  as  well  as  our  adUons, 
are  open  and  naked  to  his  eye,  will  deter  us 
from  all  evil,  and  prove  the  very  nobleft 
incentive  to  all  that  is  good.  Thefe  great 
principles  of  religion  and  virtue  being 
wrought  into  the  habitual  frame  of  our 
minds,  in  confequence  of  our  following 
fteadily  the  juft  plan  of  life  which  they  dic- 
tate, will,  without  any  effort,  any  laboured 
attention  or  ftudied  recolledtion,  inter- 
mingle themfelves  with  the  whole  train  of 
our  thoughts  and  courfe  of  our  adions,  fo 
as  gently,  yet  powerfully,  to  influence  our 
conduft,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  elevate, 
fweeten,  and  folace  our  fouls.  Let  us  bear 
then  the  conclujion  of  the  whole  matter:  Fear 
God  and  keep  his  commandments;  for  this  is 
the  whole  of  man.     Amen. 
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SERMON     XXXII. 

Tht  dangerous  Influence,  and  the  Cure  of 
falfc'  Shame. 


Isaiah,  li.  7,  8.  12,  13. 

Jlearkcn  unto  mc^  ye  that  know  right eoiifnefs^ 

the  people  in  wbofe  heart  is  my  laiv;  fear 

ye  not  the  reproach  of  men,  neitlier  be 

ye  afraid  of  their  revilings :  for  the  moth 

Jhall  eat  them  up  as  a  garment^  and  the 

.  worm  Jhall  eat  them  like  wool;    but  my 

right eoufnefs  Jhall  be  for  ever^  and  myfal-- 

vation  from  generation  to  generation.     /, 

even  /,  am  he  that  comfortethyou.  Who  art 

thou  that  thou  Jhouldejl  be  afraid  of  a  man 

that  jl: all  die^  and  of  the  fon  of  man  which 

Jljall  be  made  as  grafs^  and  forgetteji  the 

Lord  thy  Maker ^  that  hath Jlretched  forth 

the  heavens  y  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 

earth* 

8  E^M*    ^  I  ^  H  E  fcorners  of  true  virtue  and  piety 

X      feem  to  have  abounded  in  all  ages 

of  the  world.     In  fo  carljr  a  period  as  the 

J  3  days 


xxxii. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  dangerous  Influence^  &c.  425 

days  of  David  the  king  of  Ifrael,  it  is  SERM, 
given  *  as  one  of  the  marks  of  a  virtuous  ,^^^^*^ 
find  happy  mati,  that  bejitteth  not  in  the  feat 
(of  the  /corner.  In  the  book  of  Proverbs 
compofed  by  his  fon  Solomon,  juftly  celc^ 
brated  for  the  extraordinary  wildom  beftow* 
cd  upon  him  by  the  peculiar  gift  of  Heav^ti^ 
we  find  a  variety  of  paflages,  in  which  the 
folly,  the  guilt,  and  the  danger  of  fcorning 
is  fet  forth  in  ftrong  colours.  The /corners 
fielight  in  their /comings  and  fools  bate  know^ 
ledge  f  • — Fools  make  amocko//m  \.  A/corner 
feeketb  wi/dom  and  findeth  it  not\.  Surely 
God/corneth  the /corners ^  but  be  givetb  grace 
to  the  lowly  ^^  judgments  are  prepared /or 
/corners^  and fripes /or  the  back  o//oolf**^ 

In  a  later  age  Ifaiah  the  Prophet  warns 
the  people.  Now  there/ore  be  ye  not  mockers^ 
le/l your  bands  be  madeftrongW^^  And  in  a 
ftill  later  period  of  the  Jewifh  ftate^lj,  wc 
find  that  men  of  the  fame  loofe  principlefc 
abounded,  ^be  Lvrd  God  of  ibeir  fathers 
fent  to  them  by  bis  me/fengers^  ^ifif^g  tip  be^ 
times  and  /endings  becau/e  he  bad  compajjion 
pn  bis  people  and  on  Jsis  dwelling-^place :  but 

•  Pfalm  i.  t  Prov.  i.  22.  J  ProV.  xiv.  9. 

I  Prov.  gdv.  6.  §  Pror.  iii.  34.  ♦•  Prov.  xix.  2f  • 

iflf^*  xxyiii.  22.       |t  2  Cbron.  i^xxvu  15,  16,  17. 
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SBRM.  they  mocked  the  mejfengers  ofGod^  and  dt^ 
fP\f^^  ^^^  te^(?r^/,  and  mifufedbis  Prophets^  un* 
til  the  wrath  of  the  Lordrofe  againji  bis  people^ 
till  there  was  no  remedy:  therefore  he  brought 
upon  them  the  king  of  the  Chaldees^  whojlew 
their  young  men  with  thefword  in  the  houje  of 
their fanSluary^and  had  no  compajjion  on  young 
man  or  maiden^  old  man  or  him  that  Jlooped 
for  age ;  he  gave  them  all  into  his  hand. 

When  we  come  down  to  the  Golpel 
times,  we  find  the  Apoftles  warning  their 
difciple8  againft  the  fceptical  fuggeftions  of 
fcoffers.  Thus  Peter,  2d  Epiftle,  iii.  3,  4. 
'Knowing  this  firji^  that  there  poll  come  in 
the  Iq/l  days  fcoffers^  walking  after  their  own 
Itfjls^  andfayingy  Where  is  the  promife  of  bis 
conung?  for  Jince  the  fathers  fell  ajleep^  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  begin-' 
ning  of  the  creation.  And  Jude,  But  beloved! 
remember  ye  the  words  which  were  fpoken 
before  of  the  Apofles  of  our  Lord  yefus 
Cbrifty  how  that  they  told  you  there  Jbould  be 
mockers  in  the  Iqft  time^  which  fbould  ivalk 
afier  their  own  ungodly  lufts. 

When  we  attend  to  the  ftate  of  things 
in  fome  parts  of  the  world  at  prefent,  we 
iee  infidelity  grown  into  fuch  repute,  and 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  the  Cure  offalfe  Shame.  427 

the  tafte  of  many  with  refpedt  to  religion  SERM. 
fo  totally  vitiated,  that  the  fymptoms  of  ir- 
religion  are  efteemed  figns  of  good  under- 
ftanding  and  found  judgment.  Nay,  we 
fee  fo  little  fenfe  of  ferious  things  left,  that  a 
man  can  fcarcely  appear  to  be  in  earned,  or 
concerned  for  religion,  without  being  either 
thought  a  fool,  or  fufpeded  to  be  a  hypo- 
crite. And  indeed  if  we  look  into  the  hit 
tory  of  the  world,  we  (hall  almoft  always 
find,  that  when  a  nation  or  people  have 
arrived  at  a  high  degree  of  wealth  and 
grandeur,  then  licentioufnefs  of  thinking 
and  fpeaking,  indifference  about  religion^ 
or  even  a  contempt  of  it,  have  prevailed 
among  them,  cfpecially  among  thofe  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  life.  In  polilhed  nations, 
rather  than  among  the  rude  and  favage,  the 
fcoffers  at  religion  are  to  be  found.  This 
was  the  (late  of  things  among  the  children  of 
Ifrael  in  the  reign  of  Solomon,  and  alfo  be- 
fore they  were  carried  away  captives  into 
Babylon.  It  was  then,  as  appears  from  the 
paffage  of  their  hiftory  already  quoted,  that 
they  mocked  the  me(rengers  of  God,  de- 
fpifed  his  words,  and  mifufed  his  Prophets, 

until 
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SERM.    until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arofe  againft 
XXXII.    j^*^  people,  and  there  was  no  remedy. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  warm  exhorta- 
tion of  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  in  the  text  is  not 
addreffed  to  the  fcofFers  at  religion,  but  on 
the  contrary  addrefFed  to  thofe  who  know 
righteoufnefs,  and  to  the  people  in  whofe 
heart  is  God's  law.  The  propriety  of  the 
Prophet's  diredling  his  exhortation  to  them 
only  will  be  very  evident,  if  we  confider 
that  fcorners  are  commonly  fo  wife  in 
their  own  conceit,  that  they  contemn  ad- 
monition and  hate  inftrudlion.  TTius  So- 
lomon obferves  of  them,  Prov.  xiiL  i.  A 
wife/on  heareth  bis  father* s  inJlruSlon^  but  a 
Jcorner  heareth  not  rebuke.  And  chap.  xv. 
1 2.  A /corner  lovctb  not  one  that  reproveth 
bim ;  neither  imll  he  go  unto  the  wife.  The 
Pfophet  therefore  direds  his  exhortation  to 
thofe  that  fear  God,  that  they  may  be  on 
their  guard,  and  take  care  not  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  reproaches  or  fcoffing  of  the 
impious  and  licentious,  fo  far  as  to  negled 
their  duty,  or  to  behave  in  any  refpedl  un- 
becoming their  chara<a:er,  as  the  worfhip- 
pers  of  God,  and  the  obfervers  of  his  law, 

who 
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ijflia  profefe  to  fear  bim  and  to  keep  His  S  E  R  M, 

.      .  XXXIL 

commaadment^     All  that  is   intended  at 
prefent  in  further  treating  of  this  fubjedl  is, 

I.  To  fpecify  fome  inftances  of  the  bad 
efFedis  which  the  fear  of  the  reproaches  and 
fcoffings  of  the  world  frequently  producdi 
upon  thofe  who  are  well  difpofed  in  the 
main,  and  who  are  friends  to  religion  ia 
their  hearts. 

II.  To  fhew  that  it  is  a  great  weaknefs, 
and  utterly  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a 
man  and  a  Chriftian,  to  fufFer  himfelf  to  be 
feduced  from  his  duty,  by  any  ten^ptations 
that  the  fear  of  man  can  throw  in  his 
Way. 

I.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  which  was  to 
fpecify  fome  of  the  bad  efFeds  which  the 
fear  of  the  reproaches  and  fcoffings  of  the 
world  frequently  produces  upon  thofe  who 
are  well  difpofed  in  the  main,  and  are 
friends  to  religion  in  their  hearts. 

I.  One  bad  effeft  which  this  fear  of 
the  cenfure  and  ridicule  of  the  world 
produces,  is  to  make  men  diflemble  and 
conceal  their  religious  fentiments.  The 
hiftory  of  the    world   funuQxes  us    with 

abundant 
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S  B  R  M.  abundant  inftanccs  of  this  effeft  of  the  fear 
■^  ^  of  men.  In  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity, 
there  were  multitudes  who  loved  and  ap- 
proved it,  and  were  perfuaded  of  its  truth, 
who  yet,  from  fear  of  temporal  inconve- 
niences, concealed  their  inward  fentiments, 
and  were  afraid  to  profefs  their  belie£  At 
the  time  too  of  the  reformation  from  Po- 
pery, there  were  many  in  the  fame  fitua* 
tion,  who,  though  they  were  Proteftants. 
in  their  hearts,  declined,  from  worldly  mo- 
tives, making  public  profeffion  of  their 
faith*.  But  it  is  not  neceflary  to  ranfack 
ancient  or  modern  hiftory  to  find  proofs  of 
this;  for  there  are  not  wanting  fome  in 
all  times  who  judge  it  prudent  to  hide  their 
real  fentiments  about  religion,  and  to  live 
in  an  outward  compliance  with  the  cuftoms 
and  opinions  of  the  fafhionable  part  of  the 
world;  thinking  it  fufficient  that  their 
hearts  be  right  with  God,  and  that  -they 
are  fmcere  in  the  inward  belief  of  his 
truth. 

♦  The  famous  Era/mus  may,  without  iQJuftice»  be  rank- 
ed in  this  timorous  clafs  ;  which  is  one  proof  among  miny 
others,  that  the  greatefigeDiuffesand  moft  diftingui(hed  wiu 
of  an  age,  are  not  always  poflcfled  of  the  moft  mmaly  and 
independent  fpirit. 

To 
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To  juftify  this  pradice,  they  plead  a  very  ?  E  R  m. 
true  doctrine  ;  namely,  "  That  religion,  in 
**  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  is  internal; 
**  has  its  feat  and  refidence  in  the  heart, 
••  and  not  in  the  lips  and  tongues  of  men.— • 
**  That  our  virtue  and  obedience  will  be 
**  eftimated  by  our  integrity,  and  not  by 
"  the  outward  (how  and  profeffion  which 
"  we  make  of  it.  That  God  who  knows 
**  the  heart  will  judge  us  by  //,  and  by  it 
**  alone  at  the  laft ;  and  confequently,  that 
**  we  may  keep  our  faith  and  our  religion 
"  to  ourfelves,  as  being  a  matter  in  which 
**  the  world  has  no  concern.**  But  it  is 
obvious  to  anfwer  to  this  plea,  that  though' 
it  is  admitted  that  fmcere  religion  is  an  in- 
ward thing ;  that  it  is  a  fecret  tranfadlion 
betwixt  God  and  the  foul  of  man  j  yet  it 
does  not  follow  from  this,  that  we  are  un- 
der no  obligation  to  own  openly,  and  to 
profefs  the  religious  fentimcnts  of  our 
hearts ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  blame- 
worthy in  diflembling  them.  Chriftianity 
is  very  clear  and  exprefs  on  this  point,  that 
we  ought  to  make  a  public  and  refolute 
profeffion  of  our  faith.  This  our  Saviour 
3  himfclf 
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SERM.  himfelf  declares,  Wbofoever  tbtrefbre  Jbalt 
XXXfl.  coiifrfs  me  before  men^  him  will  I  alfo  confcjs 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven :  but 
vbofoever  Jball  deny  me  before  men^  him  will 
I  alfo  deny  before  my  Father  which  is  /« 
beaven*.  And  in  like  manner  he  declares, 
Wbojhever  Jhall  be  afhamed  of  me  and  ofmj 
words  in  this  adulterous  and  Jinftd  genera-- 
«f#/f,  of  him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be 
ajbamed  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  with  the  holy  angels  f .  In  the  Epiftle 
to  the  Romans  it  is  exprefsly  faid.  That 
if  thou  confefs  uith  thy  mouth  the  LordJefuSj 
^nd  fhall  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
faifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou  Jhall  be 
Javed',  for  with  the  heart  man  believeth 
unto  righteoufnefs,  and  with  the  mouth 
eonfejfion  is  made  untofalvation\.  To  which 
may  be  added,  that  the  two  external  ii\fti- 
tutions  of  Chriftianity,  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  fupper,  evidently  fuppofe  and  re- 
quire the  open  and  vifible  profeffion  of  our 
Chriftian  faith. 

Farther;  if  we  attend  either  to  the  nature 
of  religion,  or  to  the  ends  propofed  to  be 
ierved  by  it,  it  will  be  manifeft,  that  the 

♦  Mark,  x.  32,  33.     f  Math.  via.  38.     J  Rom.  x.  9, 10. 
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«dbole  of  reKgiott  c^umot  confift  in  a  fecret  s  E  R  M^ 
bdi^or  opinio^t  however  fincere  or  ftrong.  ^^^* 
Natural  religion  includes  in  iit  apcrfuafio^. 
that  God  ie  the  Governor  pf  the  worlds 
and  that  be  is  to  be  obeyed  in  tifat  public 
chanuaer.  Now,  if  religion  r^pe6»  God 
as  the  Gt)Teraor  of  the  world,  the  owning 
hb  authority  before  the  worki  muft  be  a 
principal  article  of  it :  and  i^  Chriftianity 
includes  in  it  that  Jefits  Ghrift  has  a  fpecial 
commiflion  from  the  great  (Creator  and  Go- 
vernor, conftituting  him  the  {levealerof  his 
^11,  and  the  Judge  of  all  men,  he  wuft  be 
regarded  by  Chriftians  with  the  rcverepce 
and  honour  due  to  a  perfon  invefted  with 
the  authority  of  that  God  whofe  commiflion 
be  b^ra.  To  acknowledge  Jefus  Ghrift  as 
the  fait  rfGifd^  muft  therefore  be  an  efli;n- 
tiat  part  of  that  obedience  which  we  owe 
feo  him  who  fent  him,  and  gave  him  all 
power  in  heaven  and  in  earths 

Thus  it  appearjB  from  the  nature  of  reli- 
^n,  that  it  impHes  an  open  acknowledge* 
ment^f  God  as  the  Governor  of  the  world ; 
and  if  we  next  alfo  refled:  upon  the  ends 
propofed.to  be  fcnjed  by  it*  it  will  be  like- 
wife  evident,  thitt  tb^eo^^cannotbeacpom- 

Vol,  XL  '  F  f  plUhed 
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»ERM.  plifhed  by  a  fecret  and  filent  belief  in  Goi 
as  the  Governor  of  the  world,  while  wc 
avoid  an  open  declaration  of  our  fentiments. 
It  has  ever  been  acknowledged  to  be  one 
great  end  of  religion  to  promote  a  fenfc  rf 
God,  and  the  truths  of  God,  on  the  minds 
of  men^  to  propagate  them  through  the 
virorld,  and  tranfmit  them  to  poftcrity ;  be- 
caufe  thefe  things  have  a  mighty  influence 
on  the  v^ell-being  of  the  world,  and  tend  to 
•feeure  in  the  irioft  effedual  manner  the 
great  ends  of  God's  moral  government 
Now,  to  conceal  our  religious  fentimcnt?, 
to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  a  fecret  ina^ve  be- 
lief, inftead  of  promoting  and  fpreading  a 
fenfe  of  religion  and  virtue  in  the  minds  of 
others,  tends  rather  to  extinguilh  it  alto- 
gether in  the  prefent  generation,  and  to  ftop 

*the  tranfmiffion  of  it  to  future  ages.     The 

*man  who  hides  his  own  religion  clofe  in 
his  hesu't,  Encourages  others  by  his  ex- 
ample to  throw  off  theirs  altogether ;  and 
thus,  inftead  of  co-operating  with  the  de- 
figns  of  Providence  for  promoting  the  wd- 
fare  and  happinefs  df  mankind,  he  oppefes 
and  thwarts  them,    in  fo  far  as  his  ex- 

.  ample  and  influence  go. — ^For  thefe  reafoo? 

*         -  12  -  -  wc 
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wc  may  affirm,  that  it  \i  t  pirt,  an\effirfi-i-  a&ftM/ 

^il  part  of  religion,  for  eyery.  n»aa  Ito.owfi  ^^^'^ 

the  fa^tbr  and  hope  that  18  in  h|n^  add.  Dot; 

10  fufier  himfelf,  for  fear  of  the  reproaches 

and  revilings  of  unprincipled  men,  to  her 

betrayed  into  a  liegled  of  ^ch  aa  indif- 

putable  part  of  his  duty. 

. ,  2.  Asi  the  fear  of  the  ceafure  and  re^ 

proach  of  wicked  men  induces  fome  meanl]^ 

to  diiTemble  their  inward  fentiments  and 

perfuafions  ;  ib^  in  other  ioflances,  it  proves 

a  great  obilacle  to  the  felf-amendment  and 

reformation  of  thofe,  who  have  unhappily 

been  engaged  in  courfes  which  they  now 

inwardly  condemn.     When  a  man  begins 

to  difcover  the  error  of  his  ways,  when,  as 

the  text  es4>refres  it,  he  begins  to  know 

righteoufnefs,  and  to  have  the  law  of  God 

in  his  heart,  and  accoixiingly  takes  fbrac 

.iieps  towards  amendment,  by  forming  fe- 
rious  purpofes  and  refolutions ;  one  of  the 
firft  temptations  that  aiTault  him^  is  the  fear 
of.  man^  the  fear  of  what  the  world  will  fay 

.of  him.  *'  If  I  (hould  forfake  my  former 
^^  companions,  if  I   (hould  renounce  the 

>"  courle  of  life  I  have  hitherto  followed, 

*'  what  will  men  {ay  of  me?  Shall  I  not 

F  f  2  ^     '^  be 
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SBRM.  ^  be  flighted  and  comemned ?**  How 
many  hopeful  beghmitigs  of  refcMmatkm 
have  been  kmg  retarded  by  fuch  reflect 
lions?  Nay,  is  there  not  reafon  to  dread  it 
has  often  happened,  where  appearances  of 
converfion  have  been  very  promifing,  Aat 
they  have  come  to  nothing,  from  the  mere 
Influence  of  this  fear  of  the  fcom  of  licen- 
tfous  men. 

3*  We  ihall  mention  one  inftance  more, 
in  which  the  fear  of  the  cenfure  and  the  re* 
proach  of  the  world  produces  hurtful  cf- 
feds;  and  that  is,  when  it  hinders  men 
from  exerting  themfelves  with  vigour  and 
peifeverance  in  cafes  where  their  duty  caDs 
them  to  reftrain  impiety  and  wickednefsi 
and  to  prevent  the  contagion  of  evil  ex- 
amples, by  exerciiing  proper  difcipHne,  and 
lnfli£Hng   nierited    puniihments.       When 
thofc  who  know  righteoufhels,  and  thdc 
iii  whofe  heart  is  the  law  of  God,  be^ 
to  exert  themfelves  to  reftrain  licentiouf- 
ncfs  of  any  kind,  it  is  then  they  may  ex^ 
pc£k  the  loudeft  clamour,  the  foulefk  miirc- 
prefcntaticn,  and  the  ftrongcft  oppofition. 
When  a  man  amends  his  own  ways,  and 
reforms  his  own  life,  he  is  only  treated 
1  widi 
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with  fcorn,  as  a  voluntary  apojiatt  from  his  S  E  R  Mt. 
party.  But  when  attempts  are  made  to  re* 
form  or  corred  thofe  who  fhow  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  alter  their  courfe  of  life,  the  perfons 
who  have  made  fuch  attempts,  whatever  au- 
thority they  have  for  what  they  do,  however 
ftrongly  called  upon  by  their  duty,  are 
looked  upon  ^8  declared  enemies^  who  make 
an  open  and  hoftile  invafion,  and  cndea-* 
vour  to  draw  away  others  from  the  friends 
from  that  party,  and  from  that  courfe  of 
life  which  they  have  chofen,  and  in  which 
they  wifli  to  continue  undifturbed.  We 
may  be  afTured,  that  it  will  always  happen 
that  thofe  who  hate  reformation,  will  hate 
thofe  who  attempt  to  reform  them.  It  is  in 
fuch  cafes  that  thofe  who  know  righteouf- 
ncfs,  and  love  the  laws  of  God,  muft  take 
care  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  the  fear  of 
men,  that  they  may  not  be  tempted  to  de- 
fift  and  give  way  in  the  profecution  of  their 
virtuous  and  public-fpirited  defigns*  Which 
leads  forward  to  the 

lid  Thing  propofed,  viz.  to  fhew  that  it 

is   a  great  weafcnefs,  and  utterly  beneath 

the  dignity  of  a  man  and  a  Chriftian,,  to 

fuflfer  Wmfelf  to  be  feduccd  from  his  duty, 

F  f  3  \rf 
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SERM.  by  any  temptation  that  the  fear  of  man 

XXXII 

'    can  throw  in  his  way, 

'  The  paffion  of  fear  was  implanted  in  our 
frame  for  the  bed  of  purpofes,  that  it  might 
terminate  on  God  as  its  higheft  objedl, 
There  is  no  other  objeft  worthy  of  our 
ftar.  Let  us  then  fear,  above  all  things, 
to  incur  God's  difpleafure ;  which  we  can 
Only  do  by  tranfgreffing  the  laws  of  virtue, 
and  by  fearing  one  another  more  than  we 
fear  him.  Fear,  when  fixed  upon  a  wrong 
objeft,  is  the  meaneft  of  our  paffions;  we 
deij)ife  it  in  others,  we  endeavour  to  con-, 
ceal  it  in  ourfelves,  as  the  difgrace  of  our 
nature,  and  as  the  fureft  proof  of  our  wcak- 
nefs.  Accordingly,  in  the  prefent  c?de,  no* 
thing  can  fhew  greater  weaknefs  and  puCI- 
Unimity,  than  to  fear  not  only  the  violence 
of  men,  but  their  laughter ; — the  laughter 
of  fools; — their  fcoffing  talk  and  imperti-r 
oent  raillery.  And  it  is  indeed  a  juft judg- 
ment of  God  upon  us,  that  when  we  ceafc 
to  fear  Him,  we  fliould  be  held  in  flavifh 
awe  and  fubjedion  to  things  fo  mean  and 
contemptible!  as  the  clamour  or  noife  of  vain 
mortals,  deftitute  of  all  principles  of  reat 
yirtue  and  true  piety.  It  is  in  this  cowardly 
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fiur  of  tnan,  that  the  tyranny  of  fafhioHy  S  £  R  M. 
of  cuftom,  and  of  vulgar  opinion,  ia  founded ;  /^^  ^ 
"whith  mud  indeed  be  fubmitted  to,  a$  long 
4S  it  reaches  only  to  things  indifferent ;  but 
when,  a3  frequently  happens,  it  extends  to 
^ings  of  a  moral  nature,  and  requires  the 
omiilion  of  a  duty  or  commiilion  of  a  fin, 
then  we  muft  renounce  its  authority,  and 
maintain  our  integrity,  though  at  the  ha* 
zard  of  incurring  the  cenfure  and  reproach 
pf  the  whole  world, 

This  hazard  is  not  very  formidable  in  the 
eyes  of  right  reafon ;  but  it  is  fo  terrible  to 
the  generality  of  mankind,  that  they  chufe 
rather  to  offend  God  than  man.  Their 
cowardice  betrays  thei^  intp  vile  and  finful 
compliancest  They  are  carried  down  with 
the  flream  of  faihion  and  opiqion  into  a  fuU 
conforn^ity  with  th$  pfeyailing  manners  of 

the  world. 

/It  is  indeed  very  ftrangc  and  aftonifh- 
ing,  that  men  fhould  be  fo  weak,  fo  mean 
and  cowardly,  as  to  be  alhamed  of  truths 
of  virtue,  and  of  the  fervice  of  God; 
afhaqied  of  that  which  is  reafpnable, 
that  which  is  truly  honourable,  that 
which  rational  beings  and  Chriftiana 
F  f  4  ought 


Digitized  by 


Google 


440  ^be  dangerous  Infiuenee^ 

s  E^R  M.  ought  to  glory  in.  It  muft  be  cdftfefied  to 
.  ^  \  be  a  ftrangc  perverfion  of  humaft  nature, 
that  that  principle  of  fhame  which  God  ira-* 
planted  in  it  as  a  preservative  agiuaft  vice, 
and  a  guard  for  the  defence  of  virtue,  ihould 
be  turned  againft  virtue  itfetf :  yet  true  it  is, 
that  men  often  become  blinded  by  preju- 
dice, and  infatuated  by  habits  of  fin,  to  fudi 
a  degree,  that  they  are  afhamed  of  virtue, 
ind  glory  in  thofe  very  things  vi^hich  are 
the  only  juft  caufes  of  fhame,  viz.  infidelity, 
impiety,  and  debauchery. 

This  falfe  fhame  is  one  of  the  principal 
means  by  which  vice  and  impiety  maintain 
their  empire  in  the  hearts  of  men.  Many 
perfbns,  even  while  Under  the  dominion  of 
fin,  have  a  fetfdt  perfuafion  that  rdigioA  is 
the  better  and  happier  flate,  and  arc  not 
without  wifhes  that  they  could  make  it 
their  choice.  But  the  power  of  habit^  the 
tyranny  of  fafhion^  and  human  regards, 
holds  them  faft,  and  they  dare  not  be  good, 
at  the  price  of  bearing  the  cenfure,  reproach, 
and  ridicule  of  the  World,  or  of  that  part  of 
the  world  which  they  unjuflly  efleem* 

It  is  to  embolden  the  fpirits  and  animate 
the  courage  of  all  who  are  incKncd  to  do 

well. 
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welL  that  God  calls  them  as  by  a  voice  SERliL 
from  heaven  in  the  words  of  the  text,  , 
^  Hearken  unto  me^  faith  the  Lord,  ye  that 
know  righteoufnefs,  the  people  in  whofe 
heart  is  my  law  j  fear  ye  not  the  reproach  of 
tnen^  neither  he  ye  afraid  of  their  revdings  ; 
for  the  moth  ihall  eat  them  up  as  a  gar-r 
ment,  and  the  worm  ihall  eat  them  like 
wooh  but  my  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  for 
ever,  and  my  falvation  from  generation  to 
generation.  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  com- 
forteth  yoiu  Who  art  thou  that  thou 
fhouldeft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  (hall  die, 
and  of  the  fon  of  man  who  fhall  be  made 
as  grafs,  and  fbrgetteft  the  Lord  thy  Maker, 
who  hath  ftretched  forth  the  heavens,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  V 

The  motive  which  the  prophet  fuggeils, 
to  fortify  oiu:  minds  againft  the  flavifh  fear 
of  the  reproaches  or  raillery  of  men,  is 
taken  from  the  cbniid4^*ation  of  the  vanity 
and  frailty  of  men  who  ihall  die,  compared 
i^th  the  everlaftiog  power  of  the  Maker  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  unchangeable 
righteoufnefs  of  the  fupreme  Ruler  of  the 
univerfe.  The  moth  ihall  eat  them  hke  a 
garment,  and  the  worm  ihall.  eat  them  like 
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^ERM.  wool;  but  the  righteoufhefe  of  God  Qa^  be 
•  for  ever,  and  bis  falvation  from  generation  to 
generatioiu  The  ftreagth  c^  this  motive 
cannot  be  called  in  qqeilion.  Indeed  no- 
thing ftronger  can  be  conceived.  The  per- 
fedtion  of  honour  and  glory  muft  ever  lie 
in  the  approbation  of  the  righteoua  Judge 
of  all  the  earth ;  and  at  the  fame  time  out 
higheft  intereft  muft  be  uqakcraUy  fecurcd, 
by  gaining  his  approbation. 

Let  us  not  then,  my  fHends,  any  longer 
ftand  in  awe  of  the  opinions  of  men ;  let 
us  remember,  that  not  to  dare  to  da  eur  duty 
is  the  bafef^  and  moft  infamous  cowardice; 
and  Almighty  God  will  not  be  ferved  by 
fouls  k  mean  and  fo  unworthy.  Of  tlus 
the  infpired  ApoiUe  aflures  us  in  the  cleareft 
■terms;  If  I y^ty  fays  be,  fltafcd  men^  I 
Jhould  not  he  the  fenmnt  of  Chrtfi.  And 
Chrift  himfelf  has  declared,  that  he  will  be 
alhamed  of  thofe  before  his  Father  and  the 
holy  angels,  who  are  here  aihamed  of  him 
and  his  GofpeL  Let  us  make  it  our  firft 
care  to  be  ever  engaged  on  the  fide  of  truth, 
of  virtue,  of  pure  and  undefiled  religioq; 
and  then  if  men  will  find  faulty  and  chaige 
us  with  folly,  let  us  anfwer  with  the  Apoftic 

Paul, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  the  Cure  of  falfi Shame.  443^ 

"fzMlJtis affwll thingtbat IJhouldbejud^ed  SERM. 
pf yoUy  or  of  mans  judgment',  be  tbatjudgetb 
me  is  tbe  Lord"^. 

Let  us  accuftom  ourfelves  not  to  be  moved 
^ith  the  high  rank,  character,  or  figure, 
that  the  fcoffers  n^ay  bear  in  this  world. 
What  though  fomc  of  the  moft  diftiu'- 
guiihed  names  in  Europe  for  genius  and 
learning  fhould  appear  as  the  patrons  or 
advocates  of  Infidelity  and  impiety;  fhould 
fit  infolently  in  the  feat  of  the  fcomer,  and 
with  profane  gaiety   deride  religion,  and 
thofe  facred  books  which  contain  the  doc- 
trines, the  hiftory,  and  the  evidence  of  it. 
There  is  ho  occafion  toftar  tbeir  wordsy  or 
to  be  dtfmayed  at  tbeir  looks;  for  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  t?xt,  they  are  as  grafs,  they 
fhall  die,  and  the  worm  ihall  eat  them ; 
l^ut  th^  rightcQufnefs  of  God  endureth  for 
ever,  and  his  falvation  fi'om  generation 
to  generation. 

If  it  is  juftly  reckoned  unbecoming  aa 
honeft  inq!;iirer  after  truth  to  be  ftruck 
with  the  anthority  of  great  names,  and  to 
take  for  granted  the  arguments  and  reafon- 
ings  of  the  firit*rate  geniufes  of  the  age, 

•  1  Cor,  ir.  }• 
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s  E  R  M.  tirlthout  a  thorough  examination  into  tha 
grounds  of  them;  how  much  more  un- 
worthy of  fuch  an  inquirer  to  fuffcr  him- 
felf  to  be  feduced  by  their  idle  fcoffing 
and  their  impertinent  raillery?  Great  men 
are  not  always  wife. 

To  conclude:  Let  us  carry  about  with 
us  at  all  times  the  animating  exhortation  in 
the  text.  Not  to  fear  the  reproaches  and 
revilings  of  men.  Let  us  dare  to  avow  in 
the  mod  open  maimer  our  inward  ienti- 
ments  of  virtue  and  religion,  even  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  laughter  of  all  the  fons  of  riot 
and  licentioufnefs.  And  if  we  are  fenflUe 
that  we  are  in  a  wrong  courfe,  and  in 
wrong  company,  let  us  refolutely  abandon 
both,  and  dare  to  do  our  duty,  though 
fools  ihould  pretend  to  hold  us  in  derifion. 
And, 

Laftly,  If  our  flation  and  office  in  life 
require  us  to  labour  to  reform  or  to  cor- 
rtOi  the  vicious  and  profane,  let  us  not 
be  afraid  to  encounter  the  petulance  and 
impudence  of  vice,  but  exert  our felyes  with 
fteadinefa  and  fortitude,  in  every  righteous 
meafure  to  ftop  the  prpgrefs  of  impiety, 
and  prevent  the  infedtion.  of  its  examples. 
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In  a  word,  on  all  occadons  let  us  quit  ^J^^Jf' 
ourfelves  like  men;  let  U8  be  ftrong  in  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  put- 
ting on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  ftand  againft  all  the  tempt- 
ations to  which  we  may  be  expofed  in  a 
corrupt  and  degenerate  age.  Now  to  bim 
that  is  able  to  keep  us  from  fallings  and  to 
prefent  usfaultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  bis 
glory  witb  exceeding  joy^  to  tbe  only  wife  God 
our  Saviour  be  glory  and  tnajejly^  dominion 
and  power ^  botb  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 


THE     END. 
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